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drinking and driving problem. The 1991 and 1293 surveys were administered 1o a natlonal probability
sample of driving age individuals residing in the United Sates. The surveys provide data on various toplcs
relevant to the drinking and driving problem including: support for taking action to reduce the problem,
opinions about current enforcement and penalties, expectations of consequences, Intervention behavior,
avoldance of drinking and driving, frequency of drinking and driving, and frequency of riding with an
impaired driver.

The surveys suggest that from 1981 1o 1993 changes In drinking and driving aftiiudes and
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| 1983 in the public's view of doing something about the problem. The public supports more severs
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number PBO5501755. The report accession number is PEO5130622.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Mational Highway Traffic Safety Administration conducted its second survey
of public attitudes and behaviors related to drinking and driving in the summer of 1993,
The survey was conducted among a national sample of 3,011 persons aged 16 and
older, with an oversample of 999 persons aged 16-29. This survey provides current
estimates of the aftitudes of drivers, riders and the general driving age public, as they
relate to drinking and driving Issues.

The 1993 survey found that public concern about drinking and driving s high.
More than four out of five respondents (B2%) said that drinking and driving by others is a
major threat to the personal safety of themselves and their families. Nearly nine out ten
(87%) said that it is very important 1o do something to reduce drinking and driving.
Although a majority (54%) of the public felt that most people who drive after drinking too
much are alcoholics or problem drinkers, nearly nine out of ten (89%) agreed that
drinking and driving by people who are not alcoholics or problem drinkers is a serious
highway problem. Indeed, there was sufficient concern about drinking and driving that
nearly three quarters of the public (74%) agreed that people should not be allowed to
drive, if they have been drinking any alcchol at all.

Public attitudes were supportive of indiidual efforts to reduce aleohol impaired
driving. The vast majority of the public felt that they should prevent persons from driving
whom they see have had too much to drink to drive safely, including strangers (B2%), as
well as acquaintances (85%), close friends (98%), and family members (87%). Nearly
three quarters (73%) of the public believed that most of their friends would be likely to
follow their advice, if they asked them not to drive because they had too much to drink to
drive safely. Moreover, in the most recent such situation, the majority of those who
actually asked a friend not to drive (77%), reported that the friend followed their advice.

In regard to perceptions about the effectiveness of current laws and penalties for
driving under the influence of alcohol, 12% of the public believed that current laws and
penalties were very effective in reducing drinking and driving, while about a third of the

public (35%) said that current laws and penalties are not too effective or not effective at

¥iii



all. The majority of the public favored increasing enforcement of drinking and driving
laws, as well as the severity of penalties for breaking those laws. Six out seven
respondents (86%) said that they would like to see enforcement of drinking and driving
laws in their community increased. Seven out of ten (71%) said that, in their opinion, the
penalties given out to drivers who violate the drinking and driving law should be
increased in severity. The survey also finds broad public support for sobriety
checkpoints, with 84% of the public favoring the use of sobriety checkpoints and 3%
supporting more frequent use of them.

Moving from general concerns about drinking and driving to direct experience
with the problem, the survey finds that three out of ten (30%) persons aged 16 and over
reported that they have been in a situation in the past year when they were with a friend
who had too much to drink to drive safely. Twelve percent of the driving age population
reported that they have ridden in the past year with a driver who they thought might have
consumed too much to drive safely. A guarter (26%) of the population aged 16 and
older have driven within two hours after drinking in the past year. And, approximately six
percent of the driving age population report that they have driven a motor vehicle in the
past year when they felt they had too much to drink to drive safely.

The survey also provides information on the current exposure of the population to
anti-DW!| enforcement activities. Less than half of the public (46%) have ever seen a
sobriety checkpoint, and only 10% of the driving age public have been through a
sobriety checkpoint in the past year. Only one in six Americans of driving age (16%)
reported that they have ever been stopped by a police officer who thought they may
have been in violation of the drinking and driving laws. Three and a half percent of the
total population aged 16 and older reported that they have been convicted of driving
under the influence (DUI) or driving while intoxicated (DWI),

Trends: 1991-1993
Many of the guestions for the 1953 survey were drawn from NHTSA's baseline

attitude survey in 19891, The methodologies of the two surveys were also generally
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equivalent. Consequently, a comparison of the findings of the two surveys permit
estimates of changes in the attiludes and behavior of the American public related to
drinking and driving between 1991 and 1883. All reported differences between the 1881
and 1993 surveys are statistically significant.

The prevalence of driving after drinking among the general public appeared
unchanged between 1991 and 1993. The proportion of the population aged 16-64, who
reported driving within two hours of drinking in the past year was essentially unchanged
since 1991 (27%-28%). Similarly, the proportion of this population who reported driving
in the past year when they felt they might have consumed too much alcohol o drive
safely remained the same (6%-7%). The proportion of the public age 16-64 who have
ridden in a motor vehicle with a driver who they felt had too much to drink has also
remained about the same (15%-14%:).

Although there has been no significant change between the two surveys in the
propaortion of the population reporting drinking and driving, there appeared to be some
slippage in attitudes supportive of anti-DWI efforts. The proportion of the public, 16-64
years old, who believed that they would be very likely to be stopped by police if they
drove after drinking too much appears to have declined slightly (28%-26%). Similarly, the
expectation that it was very likely they would be charged, if stopped by police when
driving after drinking too much, also seems to have declined slightly (78-74%). However,
the expectation that some form of punishment is very likely, i charged, remained
essentially unchanged (B0%-79%).

In general, the perceptions of the likely risks associated with driving and drinking
-- being stopped, arrested, convicted and punished -- appear to have declined slightly
since 1991 among both the general public and those who have driven within two hours
of drinking. However, the perception that, if punished, the sanctions imposed would be
very severe has increased from 1991 (17%) to 1883 (24%) among the general public age
16-64. Among those age 16-64 who have driven within two hours of drinking, the
perception that a first offense punishment would be very severe has also increased from

21% in 1991 to 30% in 1883.
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The proportion of the general public age 16-64 who thought that penalties for
drinking and driving violations should be made more severe has also increased from
69% to 71%. Among those who have driven within two hours of drinking, the thought
that penalties should be made more severe has also increased from 50% in 1991 to 55%
in 1993. Also, the public age 16-64 who felt that current penalties should be changed
were more likely in 1993 to favor suspension of license (57%-61%) or jail time (18%-
22%).

The surveys suggest that from 1991 to 1993 changes in drinking and driving
attitudes and behaviors are small. The severity of the problem, in terms of the proportion
of the public who drives after drinking, and the proportion who have ridden with an
impaired driver, has held fairly constant from 1991 to 1883, The publics’ concern about

drinking and driving remains high and support for stronger penalties has increased.
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I. BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

Background
The prevention of alcohol-impaired driving is one of the top priorities of the

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). More than 17,000 persons died
in the United States in 1992 in alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes. Both the
Comptroller General of the United States and the Presidential Commission on Drunk
Driving have concluded that substantially reducing the number of alcohol-related
crashes requires change in those areas that are at the heart of the problem -- soclety’s
values, attitudes, and behaviors regarding the use and abuse of alcohal.

MHTSA has played a key role in the assault on DUI/DWI by developing,
disseminating, and evaluating programs and countermeasures to deter alcohol-impaired
driving, and by providing technical assistance and support to communities and
institutions that are fighting the problem. The anti-DWI efforts of NHTSA, along with other
national and state organizations, have been partially successful. For example, the
proportion of alcohol-related fatalities declined from 57% in 1982, to 45% in 18921,

Nonetheless, alcohol-related driving remains a major social problem. In order to
plan and evaluate programmatic efforts to reduce alcohol-related traffic accidents,
NHTSA needs current information on trends in the prevalence and pattern of drinking
and driving in the general population and the attitudes and behaviors of the driving age
public regarding intervention , avoidance, enforcement, and other factors that bear upon
the problem. Current information will help NHTSA develop activities that are responsive

to the current problem.

1. 5. Department of Transpartation, Fatal Accident Reporting System: 1992



Purpose of the Survey

A set of baseline information on public aftitudes, knowledge and behavior related
to drinking and driving was collected in a national telephone survey conducted for
NHTSA during the summer of 1991. The survey, "Measure DWI Attitudes," was
conducted as a national survey of public attitudes and behaviors toward drinking and
driving, and included gquestions on: driving while impaired, avoidance of drinking and
driving, enforcement and intervention activities.

Continued progress in reducing alcohol-related accidents requires continued
tracking of factors related to alcohol-impaired driving and its avoidance. This tracking
will enable identification of those areas where programmatic activities are most needed,
or may be most effective. A second survey of DWI Attitudes and Behaviors (Measure
DWI Attitudes Il) was conducted in 1983, two years after the baseline survey. The
purpase of this survey was to provide NHTSA with updated information on attitudes and
behaviors related to drinking and driving, and to begin the tracking of these data by
comparing them with the data from the 1951 survey. By comparing information on the
current status of the public in these areas with earlier measures, NHTSA can identify:

1) Changes in the nature of the problem, which might require
revision in anti-DWI strategies,

2) Specific areas in which rapid improvement might indicate
particularly effective counter-measures;

3) Specific areas in which progress has not occurred which may
suggest the need for new strategies or counter-measures;

4) Subsets of the population where improvement is substantially
better than, or substantially worse than the norm, so that
resources and strategies can be better targeted by
population segmeants.

The information collected in this survey was designed to assist NHTSA in
determining which laws must be strengthened, what areas of public awareness must be
increased, what knowledge must be disseminated, what prevailing attitudes and
behavior must change, and what types of enforcement will actually decrease driving after
drinking. NHTSA's objective in collecting these data is to enable the development of

programs appropriate to addressing the problem of drinking and driving.



Study Objectives

The primary objective of this project, "Measure DWI Attitudes I1," was to measure
the current status (15993) of public atlitudes, knowledge, and behavior related to drinking
and driving and to identify any areas where changes in attitudes, knowledge, or behavior
have occurred since the previous (1991) NHTSA survey on attitudes and behavior
toward DWI.

The study examines whether, over time, there have been changes in the nature of
the problem, improvement in certain areas but not in others, and improvement in certain
groups of drivers but not in others. This information will enable NHTSA to reassess its
current program strategies and to develop new ones where necessary.

The survey collected answers to the following guestions of primary importance to
developing effective programs:

Does the public view drinking and driving as a serious problem?

Whom does the public believe is causing the problem?

When does the public consider it acceptable to drive after drinking alcohol, and
when do they consider it unacceptable?

D:;:‘Iaa 1!?1& public feel any responsibility to prevent alcohol-impaired driving by
others?

What type of reactions would the public expect from their peers if they tried to
intervene to prevent alcohol-impaired driving?

Does the public believe there is a risk of being punished if they drive after having
too much to drink?

How much alcohol does the public believe it takes to impair driving abilities?

What are the methods for preventing alcohol-impaired driving that are known by
the public, and what methods do they use?

What has the public done to avoid alcohol-impaired driving?

What is the public’s drinking and driving behavior?

In order to generate national estimates of public attitudes and behavior, data were
collected from a nationally representative sample of the driving age population, which
also included an oversample of 16-29 year olds because higher rates of alcohol-related
crashes are found in this age group. The survey was conducted by telephone, using



procedures comparable to those used in the 1991 survey. A total of 4,010 interviews

were completed between August 10 and October 10, 1983, Survey procedures are
described in detail in Appendix A (p. 199).

Survey Design and Implementation
The most important elements in the 1953 survey design were:

1) Eunrag population was defined as total non-institutionalized population,

2)

)

4)

5)

6)

7)
B)
9)

age 16 or older, of the United States.
#I 50 states and the District of Columbia were included in the sampling
ame.

The survey was conducted by telephone by professional interviewers from
a central telephone research facility with continuous monitoring by an
experienced supervisory staff,

A national probability sample of telephone households was drawn using a
Random Digit Dialing sampling procedure.

One eligible adult was selected in each sampled household, using the
"mast recent birthday" procedure for systematic selection within
household.

Drinking and driving behaviors, as well as attitudes toward drinking and
driving, were assessed for all adults sampled.

The telephone interview averaged 22 minutes in length.
A total of 4,010 interviews were completed.

Younger age groups, which contribute inordinately to the drinking and
driving problem, were oversampled compared to their population
prevalence. A total of 999 interviews were completed among a national
sample of persons age 16 to 29, which supplemented 3,011 interviews
completed among a national sample of persons age 16 and older,

10) A Spanish language version of the questionnaire was used by bilingual

interviewers to minimize language barriers.

11) The survey was conducted by professional interviewers, experienced in

interviews on sensitive subjects, using SRBI's computer assisted telephone
interviewing system.

12) The completed data set was weighted to correct for disproportionate

sampling, selection biases and non-response bias. These procedures are
described in Appendix A of this report.



Data Collection Objectives

The study design, sample and interview gquestionnaire were constructed to
provide unbiased estimates of the knowledge, attitudes and behavior of the general
population aged 16 and older, as well as the subsets of greatest interest in this
population:

- Current drivers;
- Drivers who have driven within two hours of drinking;
- Drivers who have driven impaired; and

- Drivers who have consumed too much aleohol to drive safely,
who have avoided driving impaired.

The interview, of course, identified the demographic characteristics of the
respondents -- such as age and gender -- associated with different frequencies of
drinking and driving. It also identified behavioral characteristics and experiences of the
respondents, outside of the drinking and driving situation, which may influence
outcomes. These included:

- Usual amount and frequency of alcohol consumption;
- Behavioral indicators of problem drinking; and
- Previous conviction for DUl or DWI.

The survey also explored respondents awareness, knowledge, attitudes and
beliefs related to the law, to enforcement, and to sanctions for drinking and driving,
including:

& Beliefs about the safe limits for themselves;

- Perceived likelihood of apprehension if drove while
over the legal limit;

- Estimated likelihood of conviction, if stopped while
aver the legal limit; and

- Mast probable sanction if convicted.
These measures -- demographic, behavioral, experiential, and attitudinal -- enable
a close assessment of the general public's and of the driver subpopulations’ attitudes

and behaviors regarding the drinking driving problem and approaches to addressing it.



Survey Response
The field interviewing of the survey commenced on August 10, 1983, A total of

3,011 interviews were conducted on a national cross-sectional sample of persons aged
16 and older. In addition, a national oversample of 299 interviews was conducted on
persons aged 16-29 years old identified from a separate national probability sample of
households. In total, 4010 Interviews were completed between August 10 and October
10, 1993, when the field period ended. The average interview langth was 22.4 minutes.
A copy of the survey questionnaire is presented in Appendix B of this report.

The participation rate for the cross-sectional survey was 70.4%. The participation
rate for the young adult oversample was B3.7%.

The final sample was weighted to correct for the oversampling of the younger age
groups, other sources of unequal selection probability, and self-selection biases. A

description of the weighting procedures is provided in Appendix A of this repont.

HReport Conventions

The exact wording of survey questions is presented in italics in the report text, and
also in the tables. Each table in the Continuity and Change Section (Chapter 6) shows
the guestion number from the 1933 National Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and
Behaviors, and in parentheses, the number for the corresponding question from the
1991 survey. References to table numbers and pages are provided in parentheses in
the text. Percentages of less than 0.05% are indicated by an asterisk (*). Changes in

the base upon which percentages are calculated is signaled in the text by bold type.



Il. GENERAL PERCEPTIONS AND OPINIONS

One of the primary purposes of the survey was to determine current public
attitudes related to drinking and driving. These attitudes included the public's concern
about drinking and driving, its beliefs about the nature of the problem, and its attitudes
about what should be done about the problem. In addition to these attitudes related to
drinking and driving, the survey measured public willingness to personally intervene in
drinking and driving situations.

This report is focused upon the attitudes and behaviors of two populations of
greatest interest to NHTSA. The first population is the general public, aged 16 and older.
The second population is the subset of the general public who have driven within two
hours of drinking in the past year.

It should be noted, however, that some questions could not be asked
appropriately of persons who have not driven in the past year, or who have not
consumed alcohol in the past year. For example, the survey includes the question:
‘Suppose you had consumed more alcohol than you would prefer to drink before driving.
Under what circumstances would you still drive?" This question could only be asked of
respondents who both drive and who consume alcohol, although not necessarily at the
same time. Consequently, the base for some questions in the survey was restricted to

the population of drivers who drink, rather than the total driving age population.

DW) Problem: Concern and Importance

The vast majority of Americans considered drinking and driving as a major threat
to their families. The survey respondents were asked: “In your opinion, how much is
drinking and driving by other people a threat to the personal safety of you and your
family?" More than four out of five (82%) of the public said that drinking and driving by
others is @ "major threat” to the personal safety of themselves and their families. Another
15% said that drinking and driving by others is a "minor threat” to themselves and their
families. Only 2% of the public did not see drinking and driving as a threat to themselves



or their families, while another 1% were not sure. Indeed, more than two-thirds of drivers
who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year (70%) agreed that drinking
and driving is a major threat to themselves and their families (Table 1, p. 21).

When asked “How important is it that something be done to reduce drinking and
driving?", nearly nine out of ten Americans (B7%) said that it is "very important” to do
something about it. Almost all others (11%) said that it is at least "somewhat important”
to do something about drinking and driving. Only 1% of the national sample said that it
was "not important” to do something about drinking and driving (Table 2, p. 22).

About three quarters of drivers who have driven within two hours of drinking in the
past year (76%) agreed that it is very important that something be done to reduce
drinking and driving.

Public Perceptions of the Mature of the Problem

The majority of Americans (54%) agread with the statement that ‘most people who
drive after drinking too much alcohol are alcoholics or problem drinkers.” However, only
28% strongly agreed that most alcohol impaired drivers are alcoholics, while 26%
somewhat agreed with the staterment. A large minornty (43%) of the public either
somewhat (28%) or strongly disagreed (15%) that most drinking drivers are alcoholics.
Indeed, among respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past
year, the majority (57%) disagreed that alcoholics or problem drinkers represent most of
those who drive after drinking too much (Table 3, p. 23).

When the question was stated a different way, however, the public perspective on
drinking and driving became clearer. Nine out of ten (89%) agreed that “drinking and
driving by people who are not alccholics or problem drinkers is a serious highway safely
problem.” Nearly three quarters of the public (74%) “strongly agreed® that drinking and
driving by non-alcoholics is a serious problem (Table 4, p. 24).

The survey suggested that the public may not be certain of the extent to which
alcoholics and problem drinkers contribute to the drinking and driving problems, but

there was general agreement that drinking and driving by non-alcoholics represents a



serious highway safety problem. A majority (65%) of respondents who have driven
within two hours of drinking in the past year strongly agreed that drinking and driving by
non-problem drinkers is a serious problem.

There was sufficient concern about the threat of drinking and driving that about
three-quarters of the public (74%) agreed with the statement, either strongly or
somewhat, that ‘peaple should not be allowed to drive if they have been drinking any
alcohol at all." Indeed, a majority of respondents interviewed (54%) "strongly agreed"
that individual should not be allowed to drive after consuming any alcohol (Table 5, p.
25),

There were substantial differences in opinions about not permitting driving after
any alcohol consumption between respondents who have driven after drinking in the
past year and those who have not. The vast majority of respondents who have not
driven after drinking in the past year (78%) agreed that driving should not be permitted
after any drinking at all. However, respondents who have driven within two hours of
drinking in the past year were evenly split (49%-51%) on the proposition that driving
should not be permitted after any drinking.

Almost all of the public disagreed with the notion that ‘people can drive safely
after drinking too much alcohol, as long as they drive more carefully than usual." Nearly
nine out ten persons surveyed (B6%) strongly disagreed with this statement. Most of the
remainder { 8%) disagreed with the statement at least somewhat. Only five percent of
the public either somewhat (3%) or strongly agreed (2%) that people can drive safely
after drinking too much if they are more careful than usual (Table &, p. 28).

Respondents who have driven after drinking in the past twelve months were
somewhat more likely to feel that it is possible to drive safely after drinking too much than
the general public. Nonetheless, the vast majority of respondents who drive after drink-
ing agreed that it is not possible to drive safely after drinking too much (90%). Hence,
although drinking drivers were divided over whether or not driving should be permitted
after any drinking, they generally agreed that respondents who have consumed too

much alcohol cannot drive safely, even if they drive more carefully than usual.



Aftitudes about Avoidance of DWI

As noted earller, some questions of interest about drinking and driving could not
be asked of the total driving age public. Consequently, only survey respondents who
have consumed alcohol in the past year, and who drive, were asked how they thought
they would be behave if they had too much to drink. “Suppose you had consumed more
alcohol than you ordinarily would prefer to drink before driving. Under what
circumstances or conditions would you still drive?”

The majority (57%) of drivers who drink said that, if they had too much to drink,
they would not drive in any circumstances under those conditions. A little more than a
quarter (27%) said that they would drive after drinking too much only in an emergency.
One in ten (9%) said that they would drive if it were the only way home. Only one
percent said that they would drive after having too much to drink if they were the most
sober (in the group). Among respondents who have driven after drinking, 48% said that
they would not drive in any circumstances if they had consumed too much alcohol
(Table 7, p. 27).

Respondents were also asked: "Is walking a sale way for people to gel to their
destinations, if they have been drinking too much alcohol to drive? The public was
divided on this issue. About half (52%) either strongly agreed (26%) or somewhat
agreed (26%) that walking is a safe option to avoid driving after drinking too much. But
almost as many (46%) disagreed either somewhat (23%) or strongly (23%) with the
notion that walking is a safe way to avoid driving after drinking too much (Table 8, p. 28).

Attitudes about Intervention

The public was questioned about their attitudes toward preventing other persons
from driving when they have had too much to drive safely, In 1991, this question was
asked generally about "people | know." Since the likelhood of intervention may vary by
the closeness of the relationship, survey respondents in 1993 were asked the question

separately for each of four different types of persons: family, close friends,



acquaintances, and strangers.

Virtually everyone agreed with the statement that ¥ feef | should prevent family
members from driving when | see that they have had loo much o drink.” Ninety-seven
percent of respondents interviewed said that they agreed they should stop a family
member from driving if they see they've had too much to drink. Indeed, 94% agreed
strongly. Respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking were equally likely
(98%) to agree that they should prevent family members from driving when they have
had too much to drink (Table 9, p. 29).

There was little difference in the public's perception of its responsibility for
preventing glose friends, as well as family, from driving after drinking too much. Nearly
all (88%) agreed that they should prevent close friends from driving if they've had too
much to drink. Ninety-two percent strongly agreed. Ancther six percent agreed
somewhat (Table 10, p. 30).

The perception that there was a responsibility to prevent others from driving when
they have had too much to drink was not just limited to family and close friends. Nearly
all respondents (95%) agreed that they should stop acgquaintances from driving when
they see they have had too much to drink. However, the proportion who strongly
agreed that they felt they should intervene with acquaintances (80%) -- although still
quite high -- was noticeably lower than the proportion who strongly agreed they should
prevent family (94%) and close friends (92%) from driving under those circumstances
(Table 11, p. 31).

In addition to family, close friends, and acquaintances, a large majority of the
public (82%) agreed that they should prevent sirangers from driving when they see they
have had too much to drink. Respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking
were less likely to strongly agree that they should prevent strangers from driving
impaired (39%) than those who have not driven within two hours of drinking (50%).
Nonetheless, almost as many respondents who drive after drinking (79%) as the general
public (82%) agreed that they should prevent strangers from driving when they have had
too much to drink (Table 12, p. 32),

i



The survey also asked, in an open ended fashion: I you were out with people
who you knew had too much fo drink to drive safaly, what could you do as friend to keep
them fram driving?" The most commonly volunteered response (60%) was that they
could drive the friend home who had too much to drink. A third (32%) of the sample said
that they would take their keys. A gquarter (25%) said they would call a taxi or ride service
to take them home. About one in six (17%) said they would find someone else to drive
them home. Very few suggested that they offer them coffee (less than .5%), have them
stay until sober (1%) or have them stay the night (1%) (Table 13, p. 33).

A random subsample of the survey respnndents1 was asked what type of
reaction they would expect if they asked a friend not to drive because they thought
he/she had too much to drink? "Would most of your friends be very likely, somewhat
likely, somewhat unlikely, or very uniikely o get irritated or angry at you?" Fifty-four
percant said that most of their friends would be either somewhat (21%) or very (33%)
unlikely to get irritated or angry at them, if they asked them not to drive under those
circumstances (Table 14, p. 34).

Although a majority of the public felt that most of their friends would not get angry
if they asked them not to drive, they also felt that most of their friends would be likely to
“tefl you they were OK to drive.” Two thirds of respondents asked (67%) either expected
that it is very (30%) or somewhat likely (379%) that most of their friends would tell them
they were OK to drive under these circumstances (Table 15, p. 35).

Even though the public expected some argument from friends who have had too
much to drink, the majority of respondents asked (73%) felt that most of their friends
would be likely to follow your advice not to drive” if they asked them (Table 16, p. 36).

—— == == . =

1. The naticnal sample of households was fielded as a series of replicale national samples. This
permitied us to administer different questions to independent nalional samples within the total cross-
sectional sample of 3,000 households. The first national sample of 1,000 households were asked what they
thought most of their friends would do it they tried to stop them from driving (hypothetically), while
subsequent replicate samples were asked whal had actually happened in such situations
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The Role of Hosts in Avoiding Impaired Driving

The public was also asked how they saw their responsibilities as host to avoid
drinking and driving by guests.

First, the survey respondents were asked: if you were fo host a social event
where alcoholic beverages were o be served, what could you do ahead of time o
pravent guests from drinking too much to drive safely? A third (32%) said that they
could serve less alcohol or limit the drinks. Twenty two percent said that they could
designate drivers. About an equal number (21%) said that they could serve non-
alcoholic drinks. A fairly substantial number (16%) suggested that they could collect
keys. Indeed, more suggested collecting keys than serving food as a way to prevent
guests from drinking too much to drive safely (12%). About an equal number (12%)
suggested providing sleeping accommodations. Fewer volunteered that they could
drive guests home (9%}, limit serving hours (6%]), or offer coffee (1%). One in ten (10%)
was not sure what they could do as a host to prevent guests from drinking too much to
drive safely. However, only 3% said that there was nothing they could do as a host of a
social event to prevent guests from drinking too much to drive safely (Table 17, p. 37).

In addition to preventing guests from drinking too much, respondents were asked
what they could do as a host if guests had too much to drink. Specifically, they were
asked: "If you had guesis who drank oo much o drive safely, what could you do as a
host to keep them from driving?" The most commonly volunteered response was 1o
have the guest spend the night (41%). About a third said they could personally drive
them home (34%), take their keys (34%) or have someone else drive them home (33%).
Somewhat fewer {27%) suggested that they could call a taxi or ride service to take the
guest home. Very few respondents said that they were not sure what they could do
(2%) or there was nothing they could do (1%) to keep a guest who had too much to
drink from driving (Table 18, p. 38).
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Should There be a Legal Limit Based on Number of Drinks

The full sample of the driving age public was asked: "Do you think there should be
a legal limit to the number of alcoholic drinks that a person can have before driving?”
The vast majority (72%) said that there should be legal limits to the number of drinks
consumed before driving. A majority (55%) who have driven within two hours of drinking
in the past year also agreed there should be a legal limit on the number of drinks
consumed before driving, while 42% said there should not be a legal limit to the number
of drinks a person can have before driving (Table 19, p. 39).

In total, a quarter of the driving age public (25%) said that they did not think there
should be a legal limit to the number of alcohaolic drinks that a person can consume
before driving. These individuals were asked: "Why do you think there should not be a
legal limit on the number of drinks allowed before driving?® Only a third (34%) of
respondents who did not favor a legal limit objected on grounds of law or enforcement -
because of the difficulty of enforcement (19%), it should be a personal responsibility
(10%&), or its effect on civil liberties (796) (Table 20, p. 40).

Most respondents who objected to a legal limit on the number of drinks (57%) did
50 because they beleve the effects depend on the individual {43%), and particularly on
body weight (17%). In other words, they did not object to a legal limit; they only object to
one based on number of drinks (Table 20, p. 40).

MNearly one out of ten (9%) who objected to a legal limit on the number of drinks
did so because they felt that any amount is too much.

Respondents who felt that there should be a legal limit on the number of
drinks before driving were asked: “Wha! do you think the legal limit should be for the
number of (drinks) a person can drink within two hours before driving?® This question
was asked separately for: (1) 12-ounce beers; (2) 5-ounce glasses of wine; and (3) 1-
ounce shots of hard liguor or mixed drinks.

On average, the public felt that 2.2 beers (Median=2.0) should be the legal imit
within two hours of driving. On average, the public felt that 2.1 glasses of wine
(Median=2.0) should be the legal limit within two hours of driving. Finally, the public felt
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that 1.5 shots of hard liquor or mixed drinks on average (Median=1.0) should be the
legal limit within two hours of driving (Table 21, p. 41).

Among respondents who felt that there should be a legal limit, those who have
driven within two hours of drinking in the past year tended to set a higher limit for the
number of drinks than those who have not. Respondents who have driven after drinking
in the past year said, on average, that the legal limit should be 3.0 beers, 2.8 glasses of
wine, and 2.2 one ounce shots of hard liquor. Respondents who have not driven within
two hours of drinking in the past year would set the legal limit, on average, at 2.3 beers,

2.1 glasses of wine, and 1.5 shots of liquor.

Dpinions about Current Enforcement and Penalties

The public was asked: “In your opinion, how effective are current laws and
penalties at reducing drinking and driving?® Only 12% of respondents felt current laws
and penalties were “very effective” in reducing drinking and driving. Half (51%) felt that
current laws were "somewhat effective." More than a third (35%) said that current laws
and penalties were either "not too effective” (28%) or "not at all effective” (73%) (Table 22,
p. 42).

Respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking difer little from the
general public in the perceptions of the effectiveness of current laws and penalties in
reducing drinking and driving. Among respondents who have driven within two hours of
drinking, 15% felt that current laws and penalties are "very effective® and 56% felt that
they are "somewhat effective,” while 27% of drinking drivers felt that current laws are not
too effective or not effective at all.

The survey respondents were also asked: “How would you rate the enforcement
of drinking and driving laws in your community?® Although a majority of the public
believed that current drinking and driving laws are effective, a substantial portion of the
public (43%) said that the current level of enforcement of drinking and driving laws in
their community is too fittle. Only a handful of the public (4%) felt that the current level of

enforcement of drinking and driving laws in their community is too much. A plurality
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(49%:) said that the current level of enforcement is about right (Table 23, p. 43).

Respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year
appeared somewhat more satisfied with current levels of enforcement than those who
have not Fifty-seven percent of drinking drivers said than the current level of
enforcement is "about right’ compared to 50% of those who have not driven after
drinking in the past year. By contrast, 44% of respondents who are not drinking drivers
said that current enforcement is “too little” compared to 33% of drinking drivers.

When the question is phrased differently, however, the vast majority of the public
said that they would like to see enforcement of drinking and driving laws in their
community increased. When asked: "Would you like o see enforcement of drinking and
driving laws in your community increased or gecreased?”, six out seven respondents
said that they would like to see it increased, Forty four percent would like to see
enforcement “increased a lot," while 42% would like to see it "increased somewhal." By
contrast, only 5% of the public said that they would like to see enforcement of drinking
and driving laws in their community decreased somewhat (4%) or a lot (1%).

A majority of drivers who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year
(78%) agreed that they would like to see enforcement of drinking and driving laws in their
community increased. However, they were more likely than the general public to want

enforcement increased somewhat (54%), rather than a lot (24%) (Table 24, p. 44).

Sobriety Checkpaoints

The national sample of the driving age public was asked: "Have you ever seen a
sobriety checkpoint, where drivers are stopped briefly by police to check for alcohol-
impaired driving?" About half (46%) of the survey respondents recalled seeing a sobriety
checkpoint. Only slightly more than half of those who have driven within two hours of
drinking in the past year recalled ever seeing a sobriety checkpoint (Table 25, p. 45).

Respondents who have seen a sobriety checkpoint were asked: "Have you
been through a sobriaty checkpoint in the fast 12 months?® Only one in five (21%) who
have ever seen a sobriety checkpoint reported that they have been through one in the
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past year. This represents 10% of the general public aged 16 and older, who have been
through a sobriety checkpoint in the past year (Table 26, p. 48).

Respondents who have been through a sobriety checkpoint in the past year
were asked: “How many limes have you been through a checkpoint in the last 12
months?" Most (57%) report only one experience with a sobriety checkpoint in the past
year. A substantial minority (30%) reported being through a checkpoint 2-3 times in the
past year. Only one in ten reports 4-5 (5%) or six or more (5%) experiences with sobriety
checkpaints in the past year. In total, respondents who have encountered any scbriety
checkpaints reported an average of 2.5 experiences in the past year (Table 27, p. 47).

Regardiess of whether they had ever seen one, everyone was asked: "To the bast
of your knowledge, are sobriety checkpaints being conducted in your area?" Less than
half of the public (46%) were aware of sobriety checkpoints being conducted in their
area. MNearly as many (40%) said that, to the best of their knowledge, sobristy
checkpoints are not being conducted in their area. A substantial proportion (149%),
however, were not sure whether sobriety checkpoints are used in their community
(Table 28, p. 48).

There were only limited differences between the general public and drivers who
have driven within two hours of drinking in their awareness of checkpoints. About half of
drinking drivers (53%), as well as the general public (46%). report that sobriety
checkpoints were being conducted in their community. Similarly, about the same
proportion of the general public (40%) and drinking drivers (37%) say that checkpoints
are not being conducted in their communities.

The total sample, regardless of their previous experience with checkpaoints, was
asked: "Do you favor the use of sobriaty checkpoints?® The vast majority of survey
respondents (B4%) said that they favor the use of sobriety checkpoints. Only 13% said
that they don't favor these checkpoints. And, 3% of the public was not sure whether or
not they favor sobriety checkpoints (Table 29, p. 49),

A substantial majority (71%) of respondents who have driven within two hours of

drinking in the past year also favored the use of sobriety checkpoints. However, the
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proportion of drinking drivers who did not favor checkpoints (26%) was about twice the
size of the proportion of the general public who did not favor checkpoints (13%).

Moreover, the public favored increasing the use of these checkpoints. All survey
respondents were asked: "Do you think sobrigly checkpoints should be used more
frequently, less frequently or about the same as now?" A majority of the public (83%)
said that they should be used more frequently. A guarter (24%) said that they should be
used about the same as now. Less than one in ten (9%) said that sobriety checkpoints
should be used less frequently than they are now (Tabie 30, p. 50).

Nearly half of drinking drivers (47%) also felt that sobriety checkpoints should be
used more frequently than they are now. Twenty-eight percent said that they should be
used about the same as now. Only one in five drinking drivers (20%) said that they felt
sobriety checkpoints should be used less frequently than they are now, However, this is

twice the rate (9% found in the general public.

Opinions on Appropriate Penalties

The survey respondents were also asked how they felt about the penalties given
to respondents who violate drinking and driving laws. “In your opinion, should the
penalties that are given out fo drivers who violate the drinking and driving laws be made
much more severe, somewhat more severe, somewhat less severe, much less severe or
stay about the same?" As noted earlier, the public favored increased enforcement of the
drinking and driving laws. The survey also found that the public favored increasing the
severity of the penalties given o those convicted of violating the laws.

Seven out of ten (71%) respondents in the national sample said that, in their
opinion, the penalties given out 1o drivers who violate the drinking and driving laws
should be increased in severity. Respondents who favored increasing the severity were
split between respondents who felt the penalties should be much more severe (38%)
and somewhat more severe (33%). About one in five (22%) falt that the penalties should
stay the same as they are now. Only a very few respondents felt that the penalties

should be either somewhat less severe (2%) or much less severe (1%) than they are now
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(Table 31, p. 51).

A majority of respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past
year (55%) also felt that penalties given out to drivers who violate the drinking and driving
laws should be more severe. However, there was a substantial difference between the
proportions of drinking drivers who favored "much more severe” sanctions (20%) and
the proportion of the general public (38%) who did so. Relatively few drinking drivers
favored reducing the penalties for drinking and driving (6%). The difference lies in the
greater proportion of drinking drivers who felt that penalties should stay the same (35%),
compared to the proportion of the general public who felt this way (22%).

Respondents who felt that current penalties should be made more or less
severe were asked: "What do you think the penalty should be for driving under the
influance of alcohol, if it is the first time the driver has been convicted of that offense?" A
majority of respondents who favored changing the current penalties (60%) felt that the
appropriate penalty for driving under the influence of alcohol, for a first offense, would be
suspending or revoking the driver's license. A fine (40%) was the second most popular
penalty for a drinking and driving, if it was a first offense. And, 21% of the public felt that
jail time would be an appropriate penalty for a first time offender (Table 32, p. 52).

There was relatively little difference in the penalties viewed as appropriate for a
first offense between drinking drivers and the general population. A majority (56%) of
drinking drivers who favored different penalties felt that the appropriate penalty for
driving under the influence of alcohol, for a first time conviction, would be suspension or
revocation of the driver's license. A fine (41%) was the second most popular penalty for
a first time drinking and driving offense. And, 15% of drinking drivers felt that jail time
would be an appropriate penalty, even for a first time offender. The order of preference
for penalties was the same for drinking drivers as it was for the general public, although
slightly more drinking drivers favored fines, and somewhat fewer favored jail time for a
first offense.

The survey found that the public favors more severe penalties for repeat offenders
undsr the drinking and driving laws. When asked: "What do you think the penalty should
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be for persons who have been previously convicled of driving under the influence of
alcohol?”, suspension or revocation of license (61%) was still the most often volunteered
answer. However, the proportion who suggested a fine for penalty dropped from 40%
for first offense, to 32% for a repeat offender. Similarly, the proportion who felt jail time
was appropriate increased from 21% for a first offense to 48% for subsequent
convictions (Table 33, p. 53).

Once again, there were relatively small differences in the penalties viewed as
appropriate for repeat offenders of drinking and driving laws between drinking drivers
and the general population. A majority (61%) of drinking drivers who favored stiffer
penalties felt that the appropriate penalty for driving under the influence of alcohol, for
people with a previous driving under the influence conviction, would be suspension or
revocation of the driver's license. Jail time (43%) was the second most popular penalty
for drinking and driving, if there were prior convictions. And 37% of these drinking
drivers felt that a fine would be an appropriate penalty, even for repeated convictions of
the drinking and driving laws. Compared to the general public, somewhat more drinking
drivers favored fines, and somewhat fewer favored jail time for a repeated offense.

Moreover, the order of preference was the same as found among the general public.
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 1

DRINKING AND DRIVING AS A THREAT TO SAFETY

040,  In your opinion, how much is drinking and driving by other pecple a threat

(Basa: All respondents)

to the personal safety of you and vour family?

Urweighted M

TOTAL (4010)
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIM
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

You {1118}

No (1553)
TOTAL (16-64)

1653 (3624)
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS

OF DRIMKING (16-64)
1983 (1057)

& &

Major
Threat

21

71

Minor
Threat

Not a
Thirgat

Sure



National Survey of Drinking and Driving Attiiudes and Behavior: 1933

TABLE 2

IMPORTANMCE OF REDUCING DRINKING AND DRIVING

(Basa: All respondents)

Q41.  How important s it that something be done to reduce drinking and driving?

Very
Unweighted N Important
TOTAL (4010} % B7
HAVE DRIVEMN WITHIM
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes {1116) % 76
Mo (1583) % o0
TOTAL [16-64)
1993 (3624) % 87
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING {16-64)
1993 (1057) % T4

Note: * denotes percentages less than 0.5%.

22

Somawhat
Important

11

® 13

12

23

Mot
Important

1
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Altitudes and Behavior: 1953

TABLE 3

PAOBLEM DRINKERS AS A SOURCE OF DW1

{Base: All respondents)

23, Most people who drive after drinking too much alcohol are alcoholics or problem

drinkers?
Unweighted N

TOTAL {4010}
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes {1118)

Na {1553)
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 (3624)

DRIVEN WITHIMN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-84)
1963 (1057)

£ #

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat

Agree
24

15
24

15

Agree
26

26

28

27

25

Disagree
28

I

Strangly
Disagree

i5

21
14

15

Mot
Sure

3



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Bahavior: 1593

TABLE 4

DRINKING AND DRIVING BY NON-ALCOHOLICS AS A
SERIQUS HIGHWAY SAFETY PROBLEM

iBasze: All respondents)

Q4.  Drinking and driving by people who are not alcoholics or problem drinkers is a serious

highway safety problem?
Urwaighted N

TOTAL (4010)
HAYE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKIMNG

Yes (11186)

Mo {1553)
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 {3524}
DRIVEM WITHIM 2 HOURS

OF DRIMKING (16-64)
1993 (1057)

#

%

Strongly  Somowhal  Somewhat
Agres

24

74
BE
TH

74

Agres

15

£l

Dizagrea

5

Strongly
Disagree

Mot
Sure

1



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1003

TASLE §
MO DRIVING AFTER CONSUMING ANY ALCOHOL
(Base: All respondents)

Q5.  People should not be allowed to drive if they have been drinking any alcohol at all?

Strongly Somewhal Somewhal Strongly

Umnwelghted N Agree Agree  Disagree Disagres

TOTAL (4010) % 54 20 16 10
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (1116) % 26 24 20 21

Mo (1553) % 55 23 16 B
TOTAL (16-84)

1983 [3624) % ad 20 16 10
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)

19483 (1057} % 28 24 29 22

MNote: * denotes percentages less than 0.5%,

Mot
Sure

1



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitludes and Behavior: 1903

TABLE B

CAN DRIVE SAFELY AFTER CONSUMING TOO MUCH ALCOHOL

(Base: All respondanis)
Q6. People can drive safely after drinking too much alcohol as long as
they drive more carefully than usual?
Strongly  Somewhat
Umnweighted M Agree Agree
TOTAL (4010) % 2 3
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (116} % B
Mo (1553) = 1 3
TOTAL (16-64)
1993 (3624) % 2 4

DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-84)
1993 (1057) % 2 B

Mole: * denotes percentages less than 0.5%

Somewhal  Strongly
Digsagres Disagree

B

14

&3

L

Mat
Sura



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Aftitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 7
CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH DRINKING AND DRIVING |15 ACCEPTABLE

(Base: Had alcoholic beverages in the past year
and past year driver)

Q27. Suppose you had consumed maore alcohol than you ordinarily would prefer to
drink before driving. Under what circumstances would you still driva?

Emergency Most Only Way

Unweighted N Only Sober Home Othar

TOTAL {2683) % 27 1 9 4
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (1118) % 28 2 156 B

Mo (1553) % 26 1 5 2
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 {2278) % 27 2 9 4
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)

1993 (1057) % 27 2 13 i

v

MNong

5

Mot
Sure



Mathonal Surviey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1883

TABLE &
WALKING AFTER DRINKING TOO MUCH ALCOHOL
(Base: All respondents)

Q11.  Walking | a safe way for people to get to thelr destinaticns i they have been drinking too
much alcohol to drive. Do you...?

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat  Strongly

Unweighted N Agres Agree  Disagree Disagree

TOTAL (4010} % 26 26 23 23
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yeou (11168) % 23 a 27 18

Mo (1563} % 23 28 24 24
TOTAL (16-64)

1923 (¥624) % 24 28 24 23
CRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS

OF DRINKING (16-64)
1953 {1057) % 22 a2 28 17

28

Mat
Sure



Mational Surdey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 19893

TABLE B

PREVENTING FAMILY MEMBERS FROM DRINKING AND DRIVING
[Base: Al respondants)

Q7. | feed | should prasent family member from driving when | see they have had oo

much to drink. Do youw...?

Unweighted M

TOTAL (4010) %
HAVE DRIVEMN WITHIM
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yos (1116) %

Mo (1853) %
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 (3E24) %
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING {16-64)

1993 (1067) %

Mote: * denotes percentages less than 0.5%.

Strongly Somewhal Somewhat
Agree

29

i

&8

Agree
3

Disagree

1

Strongly
Disagree

2

Mot
Sure



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 10

PREVENTING CLOSE FRIENDS FROM DRINKING AND DRIVING

(Base: All respondents)

. I feed | should prevent close friends from driving when | see they have had oo
much to drink. Do you...?

Strongly Somewhal Somewhat

Uinmweighted N Agrea Agree  Disagree

TOTAL (4010) % a2 6 *
HAVE DRIVEMN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (1m1g) % Ba 10 1

No (1653) % 44 4 ¥
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 (3624) % a3 5 .

DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-54)
1993 (1057 % &8 10 1

MNote: * denotes percentages less than 0.5%.

Strongly
Disagree

2

Mot
Sure



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 11

PREVENTING ACQUAINTANCES FROM DRINKING AND DRIVING

(Base: All respondents)

29, | feel | should prevent acquaintances from driving when | see they had too much

to drink. Do you..?

Unweighted N

TOTAL (4010) %
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (1116) %

No (1553) %
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 (3624) %
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)

1993 (1057 %

Mote: * denotes percentages less than 0.5%.

Strongly  Somewhat  Somewhat
Agres

31

B

T2
a

T

Agree
15

24

15

16

24

Disagree
2

Strongly
Disagrea

2

Mot
Sura

1



Mathonal Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1983

TABLE 12
PREVENTING STRANGERS FROM DRINKING AND DRIVING
{Baze: All respondents])

210. | feel | should prevent strangers from driving when | see they have had too much
to drink. Do you...?

Strongly Somewhal Somawhat  Strongly
Urweighted M Ares Agree  Disagree Disagree
TOTAL @010 % 50 a2 9 5
HAVE DRIVEMN WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRINKIMNG
Yas (1116) % 1] 440 13 &
Mo (1553) % 50 a5 B 4
TOTAL (16-64)
1993 (3624) % 80 as 9 4
DRIVEM WITHIN 2 HOLURS
OF DRIMKING (16-54)
1883 (1057 % a8 41 14 5

Sura



Mational Survay of Drinking and Driving Aftitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 13
KEEPING FRIEMDS WHO HAVE HAD TOO MUCH TO DRINK FROM DRIVING
(Base: All respondents)

Q35  If you were out with people who you knew had too much to drink to drive safely,
what could you do as a friend 10 keep them from driving?

DRIVEN WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Unweighted N (4010) [1116) {1553
% % k!
Someone Else Drive 17 15 18
Take a Taxi 25 2B a7
Drive Them Home ] 61 B4
Take Their Keys a2 33 a3
Talk To Them 4 i 3
Call the Police 1 i 1
Spend the Night 1 1 1
Stay Untll Sober 1 1 1
Disable Their Car " 1 .
Offer Them Coffee . . "
Physically Detain Them 1 1 .
Orther 6 7 5
Mathing 1 1 1
Mot Sure 3 2 2

Note: * denotes parcentages less than 0.5%.



National Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 14
LIKELIHOOD OF FRIENDS GETTING ANGRY

(Base: Al respondents)*

Q36.  Would most af your friends ba very likely, somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely, or very

unlikety to..."Gat irmitated or angry at you?"

ery Somewhal Somewhat

Unweighted N Likely Likely Unlikely

TOTAL (1039} % 13 26 21
HAVE DRIVEMN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yas (2T4) % a 3 27

Mo (417 % =] 23 25
TOTAL (18-84)

1583 Bas) % 11 27 23
DRIVEM WITHIM 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-84)

1993 (252) % B 34 25

* A split sample was asked this guesiion.

Very
Unilikely

88



Mational Survey of Drinking and Criving Attitudes and Behavior: 19893

TABLE 15
LIKELIHOOD OF FRIENDS SAYING THEY ARE OK TO DRIVE
(Base: All respondents)®

237,  Would most of your frignds be very likely, somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely, or very

unlikely to..."Tell you that they are ok to drive?”

Very Somewhal Somewhat

Urmweighted M Likely Likely Unlikely

TOTAL (1039) % 30 ar 9
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (274) % 3 43 10

Mo 417 % 27 39 1
TOTAL (16-64)
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)

1993 (252) % a0 45 10

= & split sample was asked this guasiion

Very
Uniikety

17

Lh
18

12

Mot
Sure



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Altludes and Behavior: 1983

TABLE 16
LIKELIHCOD OF FRIEMDS LISTEMING TO ADVICE
[Base: All respondents)®
Q38.  Would most of your friends be very likely, somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely, or vary
unlikely, to...“Follow your advice not 1o drive?

Wery Somewhalt Somewhat Very

Unweighted N Likedy likely  Unlikely  Unlikely

TOTAL {(1038) % 40 33 11 10
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (274) % 38 ar 13 B

Mo (417 % 45 a3 11 7
TOTAL [16-54)

1993 (o7e) % 41 34 12 9
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-54)

1993 (252) % a7 38 15 7

* A split sample was asked this question.
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 17
WHAT TO DO AS A HOST TO PREVENT GUESTS FROM DRINKING AND DRIVING
(Base: All respondants)
033,  f you were to host 8 social event where glcohaolic beverages were o be served,

whal could you do ahead of time 1o prevent guests from drinking too much to drive
gafaly? Amything alsa?

DRIVEN WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Unweighted N (4010) (1118) {1553)
e % %
Serve Food 12 18 13
Mon-Aleohodic Drinks 21 16 16
Serve Less Alcohaol 3z 30 ar
Designate Drivars 22 23 25
Collect Keys 16 16 21
Place to Sleap i2 15 14
Drive Them Home 9 8 :]
Limit Serving Hours G B T
Call A Cab 3 4 3
Offer Them Cotiee 1 2 2
Monitar Their Drinking 2 3 2
Warn Tham 2 2 2
Other ] 8 5
Nathing 3 4 2
Mot Sure ] 10 8
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Matioral Survey of Drinking and Driving Aftiiudes and Behavipr: 1593

TABLE 18
HOW TO PREVENT GUESTS WHO DRANK TOO MUCH FROM DRIVING
[Biase: All respondents)

Q34.  If you had guests who too much to drink to drive salely,
what could you do as a host to keep them from driving?

DRIVEN WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES MO
Unweighted N (4010} (1116) {1553)
% % ‘bh
Someone Else Drive 33 36 23
Take a Taxi 27 28 28
Drive Tham Home 34 36 a5
Spend the Night 41 a4 44
Take Their Keys 34 33 37
Talk To Them 2 3 2
Call the Police 1 1 1
Stay Untll Sober i 1 2
Disable Their Car " 1 "
Offer Them Cofiee 2 3 2
Physically Detain Them 1 1 1
Othar 5 5 4
Mathing 1 1 1
Mot Sure 2 1 1

Mote: * denoles percentages less than 0.5%,



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1953

TABLE 19
LEGAL LIMIT TO THE NUMBER OF DRINKS BEFORE DRIVING
(Base: All respondents)

255a. Do you think there should be a legal limit to the number of aleoholic drinks that a person

can have befare driving?
Mot
Unweighted N Yes Ma Sura
TOTAL (4010) % 72 25 3
HAVE DRIVEM WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yos (1116) % 55 42 3
N [1553) % 73 25 2
TOTAL (16-64)
1903 (3624) % rd| 26 2
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
QF DRINKING (16-64)
1993 (1057) % 85 a2 2



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1983

TABLE 20

WHY THERE SHOULD NOT BE A LEGAL LIMIT TO
THE NUMBER OF DRINKS CONSUMED BEFORE DRIVING

(Base: Respondents who think thare should NOT be a drink number limit)

Q55b.  Why do you think there should not be a legal limit on the number of

drinks allowed before driving?
DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINK
Total YES NO
Umweighted M {1103) (484) {410}
% % %
Each Person Different 43 46 a4
Depends on Size 17 20 16
Food Inlake 2 2 2
Matabolisms vary 4 5 4
Depends on Gender 1 1 2
Time Between Drinks 3 3 3
Cither Efects 1 1 1
Indiv. Responsibility 10 9 10
Freedom of Cholce T 8 7
Can't Enforce 19 21 17
BAC is Mare Valid B | B
Difficult to Set 3 4 3
Amy is Tog Much g 3 11
Algohol Contert Varies 4 4 g
Pressure an Server 1 2 1
Mot Sure 4 1 2

a0



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior 1983

TABLE 21
LEGAL LIMIT ON THE NUMBER OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES BEFORE DRIVING

{Base: Respondents who think there should ba a legal limit
on the number of alcoholic drinks)

055c. What do you think tha legal limit should be for the number of A, 12-0unce beers,
B. 5-ounce glasses of wine; C. 1-ounce shois of hand liquor or miked drinks a
parsan can drink within bwvo hours belore driving?

s =B i

{BEER) {WINE) {Liquar)

DRIVEMN WITHIM DRIVEMN WITHIN DRANVEM WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRIMK 2 HOURS OF DRINK 2 HOURS OF DRINK

TOTAL YES NO TOTAL YES NO TOTAL YES NO
Unwalghted N (2907)  (632){1143) {2907) (632} (1143) {(2907)  (632)(1143)
% % % % b " % T %
Less than ona 10 2 ] 1 2 a8 17 4 14
ona 18 T 16 21 11 20 J2 23 35
v an 29 34 ao 28 36 27 ar a2
thres 16 25 18 14 22 15 O 16 a
four B 15 B T 14 ] 3 B 2
five d 5 ) i q z 1 1 1
Six d i 3 1 2 1 1 1 -
SEVan ar more 1 2 1 1 2 1 = - -
Mot Sura 11 11 10 i3 15 11 10 B B

Median 20 30 240 2.0 30 20 1.0 20 1.0

Mean 22 4.0 24 2.1 28 21 1.5 22 158

gD, 1.8 20 1.7 1.8 1.7 14 1.3 1.5 1.1
SE - 3 1 1 - - 1 =

Mote: * denotes percentages less than 0.5%.
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1953

TABLE 22
EFFECTIVENESS OF CURRENT LAWS AT REDUCING DRINKING AND DRIVING
(Base: All respondents)

@56, In your opinion, how effective are current laws and penalties al reducing drinking and
driving? Would you say that they are. .7

Mot Mot at
Very Somewhat Too all Mot
Linweightad N Effective  Elfactive EMective Effective Sure
TOTAL (4010) % 12 51 28 T 2
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIM
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (1116) % 15 56 22 & 1
No [(1553) % 10 53 28 T 1
TOTAL (16-64)
1983 (I624) % 1" 53 28 7 1
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-84)
1953 (1057) % 16 56 23 5 1



National Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 23
RATE THE LEVEL OF DRINKING AND DRMVING LAW ENFORCEMENT
(Base: All respandents)

250, How would yvou rate tha enforcement of drinking and driving laws in your community?
Would you say that the leval of enforcament is...

Too Too About Mot
Urmwaighted N Much Linthe Right Sure
TOTAL (4010) % 4 43 49 5
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIM
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (1118) % ] ad av 5
Mo (1553) =% 2 44 50 4
TOTAL (16-64)
1943 (3624) % 4 43 49 4
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS

OF DRINKING (15-54)
1993 (1057) % B az 57 4

43



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior 1583

TABLE 24

DESIRED LEVEL OF ENFORCEMENT OF DRINKING AND DRIVING LAWS

(Base: All respondents)

051,  Would you like to see enforcement of drinking and driving laws in your community. ..

Increased  Increased Decreased Decreased

Unwalghied N alot Somewhat Somewhat

TOTAL (#010) % dd 42 4
HAVE DRIVEM WITHIM
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (1116) % 24 54 g

Mo (1553) % 43 45 3
TOTAL (16-64)

1593 (3624} % 44 43 5

DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-54)
1893 (1057} % 24

54

alot

1

Mak
Sura

11




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attiludes and Behavior. 1983

TABLE 25
EVER SEEM A SOBRIETY CHECKPOINT
iBase: All Respondents)

Q57a. Have you aver seen a sobriety checkpoint--where drivers are stopped
briefly by police to check for alcohol--impained driving?

Mot
Unweighted M Yesg Mo Sure
TOTAL (4010) % 46 53 L
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes {1118) % 56 43 1
Mo (1553) % 45 s
TOTAL (16-64)
1953 (3624) % 50 50 .
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1993 {1057} % 58 41 1

Molg: * denotes percentages less than 0.5%.
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Allitudes and Behavior, 1293

TABLE 26

BEEM THROUGH A SOBRIETY CHECKPOINT
IN PAST YEAR

(Base: Have seen a sobriety checkpaint)

Q57b. Have you been through a sobriety checkpoint in the last 12 months?

Unweighted N Yes Mo

TOTAL {1987} k- 21 e
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (665) % 26 T4

No (762) % 23 i}
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 {1887} % 22 78
DRIVEM WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)

1563 (535) % 26 7a

MNote: ® denotes percentages less than 0.5%




Matlonal Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitiedes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 27

NUMBER OF TIMES BEEN THROUGH A SOBRIETY CHECKPOINT
IN PAST YEAR

(Base: Have been through a sobriety chackpoint)

Q57c. How many times have you been through a checkpaoint in the last 12 months?

DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINK*
TOTAL YES MO
Unweighted N (457} (183} (184)
o, o 5
1 57 55 56
2.3 a0 33 33
4-5 5 T 3
B or More 5 4 7
Not Sure 2 2 1
Median 1.0 1.0 1.0
Maan 25 29 23
8D 5.7 7.4 4.3
SE A 5 3

* This category only includes those respondents who have driven a molor vehicle in the past year and who have
consumed alcohol in the past year,
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National Survey of Drinking and Driving Attiudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 28
SOBRIETY CHECKPQINTS IN YOUR AREA
{Base: All Respondents)

Q58. Tothe best of your knowledge, are sobriety checkpoints
being conducted in your area?

Mot
Urweightad M Yes M Sure
TOTAL (4010) % a6 a0 14
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yaos {1116) % 53 ar 10
Mo (1553) % a7 41 12
TOTAL (16-64)
1953 (3624) % 47 40 13
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1293 (1057) % 54 35 ]
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Atthudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 29
FAVOR SOBRIETY CHECKPOINTS
iBase: All Respondants)

058. Do you favor the use of sobriety checkpoints?

Mot
Urmwsgighted N Yis Mo Sure
TOTAL [4o1a) % 4 13 3
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (1118) % 7 26 4
N {(1553) % B6 12 2
TOTAL (16-64)
1993 (3624) % Ba 14 2
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
19983 (1057) % i) 27 4
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 30
SUGGESTED FREQUEMNCY OF SOBRIETY CHECKPOINTS
(Base: All Respondents)

260. Do you think sobriety checkpoints should be used,..?

Mare About Less
Unweighted N Fraquently Same  Frequently
TOTAL (010) % = .
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes {1116) % 47 28 20
No (1553) % B4 25 7
TOTAL (16-84)
1993 (A624) % G4 23 1o
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1993 (1057) % 46 29 21

Surg



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1953

TABLE 31
SEVERITY OF PEMALTIES FOR DRINKING AND DRIVING VIOLATORS
(Basze: AN respondents)

Q52a. In your opimion, should the penalties that are given out 1o drivers who violate

the drinking and driving laws be...
Much Somewhatl Somewhat Much Stay
More Maora Less Less The Mo Mot
Unweighted N Severa | Severs Severe  Severe Same  Panalty Sure
TOTAL (4010) % 38 33 2 i 22 - |
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (1118) % 20 35 5 1 35 ™ 3
Mo (1553) =% a7 36 2 1 22 # 3
TOTAL (16-64)
1993 (0624) % ar 34 3 1 23 " 2
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING {16-54)
1953 [1057) % 20 a5 i 2 a5 " 3

Mote: * dencles percentages less than 0.5%.

51



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitsdes and Behavior: 1593

TABLE 32
FENALTIES FOR FIRST TIME OFFENDERS OF DRINKING AND DRIVING LAWS
(Base: Penalties should be mare severe or less severs)

Q52b. What do you think the penalty should be for driving under the influence of alcohal
if it is the firs! tima the driver has been comvicled of that offense?

DRIVEN WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Urwelghted M (309E) {727 (1221)
% ] -
Suspend License 60 56 &1
A Fine 40 41 ar
Jall Tima 21 15 22
Points on License 1 2 2
AA/Rehab Program 10 10 11
Public Service :] 10 B
Films on DWI1 =] 1 10
Impowndmeant of Vehicla 1 . 1
Farfeiture of Vehicle 1 1 1
Suspend Vehicle Registration » . .
$500 Fine 4 5 5
£1000 Fine 4 5 4
Under 500 Fine 4 & 3
$501-$1000 Fine 2 2 2
$1000-35000 Fine 1 2 1
Probation 3 4 a
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Atliludes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 33
PENALTIES FOR PREVIOUSLY CONVICTED OFFENDERS OF DRINKING AND DRIVING LAWS
(Base: Penalties should be mare severe or less severa)

Q52c. What do you think the penalty should be for persons who have been previously
convicted for driving under the influence of alcohal?

DRIVEN WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES ND
Unwedghted N (3008) (727) (1221)
% % %
Suspend License 81 61 63
A Fing 32 a7 33
Jail Time a9 43 52
Paoints on License * . 1
AA/Rehab Program 12 12 12
Public Sarvice T 1d ]
Films on DWI 3 3 4
Impoundment of Yehicle 1 1 1
Forfeiture of Vehicla 2 2 2
Suspend Vehicle Regiziration 1 2 1
£500 Fine 2 2 2
£1000 Fine 3 2 2
$5000 Fins 1 1 1
$501-81000 Fine 1 1 1
$1000-55000 Fina 3 3 2
Over $5000 Fine 1 2 2
Probation 1 1 1
Cther 4 [§ 4

Mot sure G 4 H
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. SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS ABOUT DUI/DWI

The likelihood that a specific individual will drive after having too much to drink is
assumed to be affected by his beliefs and expectations related to drinking and driving.
One such element is the amount of alcohol that drivers believe to be a safe limit to drive.
Another element is their perceptions of the likelihood of apprehension and punishment, if
they drink and drive. A final related issue is the perception of the severity of sanctions for
violating drinking and driving laws. These perceptions of risks and consequences are
expected 1o affect the probability that individuals will drink and drive.

Drinkers' Estimates of their Safe Capacity

The national sample of persons who drive and who have consumed alcoholic
beverages In the past year was asked "About how many (alcoholic beverages) could
you drink in two hours before it would have any effect on your driving skills? The
amount of alcohol was 1o be gauged in terms of the number of drinks of the alcoholic
bevaerage that the respondent usually drank.

About one in five reported that they could only consume one drink (18%), or less
than one drink (3%), in two hours before it would have any effect on their driving skills.
Another quarter (26%) said that they could consume two alcoholic drinks in two hours
before it would affect their driving skills. Another thirty percent said that it would take
three (17%) or four {13%) drinks to affect their driving skills. However, nearly a quarter
(24%) of drivers who drink estimated that it would take five or more drinks to affect their
skills. Indeed, one out of seven drivers who drink (15%) said that it would take seven or
more drinks in two hours before their driving skills would be affected. The average
estimated number of drinks required to affect driving skills was 2.8, however, the median
was 2.0 (Table 34, p. 80).

The national sample of persons who drive and who have consumed alcoholic
beverages in the past year were also asked a related, but different question about their

parception of what they could drink and drive safely. Specifically, they were asked:
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"How many (alcohalic beverages) could you drink in two hours before it would become
tog dangerous 1o drive?” The amount of alcohol in this question was also to be gauged
in terms of the number of drinks of the alcoholic beverage that the respondent usually
drank (Table 35, p. 61).

A relatively small number of drivers who have consumed alcohol in the past year
(12%) reported that they could only consume one drink (10%) or less than one drink
{2%) in two hours before it would become oo dangerous to drive. This is about half the
proportion who felt that a single drink would have any affect on their driving skills {21%).
Another 18% said that they could consume two drinks in two hours before it would
become too dangerous to drive. This is also substantially less than the proportion of
drivers who felt that two drinks would effect their driving skills (28%). In total, 30% of
drivers who have consumed alcohol in the past year felt that they could only consume
two drinks or fewer before it became too dangerous to drive.

Three out of ten drivers who have consumed alcohol in the past year (31%) felt
that they could consume three (17%) or four (149%) drinks in two hours before it would
become too dangerous to drive. This was approximately the same proportion who felt
that they could consume three or four drinks before their driving skills were affected.

However, three out of ten drivers who have consumed alcohol in the past year
(29%) felt that they could consume five (B%), six (9%) or seven or more (129%) drinks in a
two hour period before it would become too dangerous to drive. This was a substantially
larger proportion than those who felt that their driving skills would be affected after five or
more drinks (11%). In addition, one out of ten drivers who have consumed alcohol in the
past year (11%) said that they don't know how many drinks they could have before it
wouid be too dangerous to drive. The average estimated number of drinks required
before it became too dangerous to drive was 4.0 drinks, compared to an estimated 2.8
drinks required to affect driving skills (Table 36, p. 62).

In order to see how they compare their estimates of their own safe limits of
drinking to that of others, persons who drive and who have consumed alcohol in the

past year were asked: ‘Compared to most people, does it take more alcohol or less
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alcohol to affect your ability to drive safely, or is if aboul the same as most people?
MNearly a third (30%) felt that it takes less alcohol to affect them than others. By contrast,
only 13% felt that it takes more alcohel to affect them than other people. A plurality
(45%) felt that the impact of alcohaol on their ability to drive safely was about the same as
most people (Table 37, p. 63).

Non-Drinkers Estimates of Safe Limits on Number of Drinks

In addition, to asking drivers who have consumed alcohol in the past year how
much they felt they can drink and drive safely, the survey asked the rest of the national
sample (i.e., respondents who had either not driven or had not consumed alcohol
in the past year) "How many (alcoholic beverages) can most people drink in two hours
before it becomes too dangerous to drive? The question was asked separately for beer,
wine and liquor, since non-drinking respondents do not have a usual alcoholic beverage.

The survey found that, on average, non-drinkers/non-drivers estimated that
most people can drink 2.8 twelve ounce beers in a two hour period before it becomes
too dangerous for them to drive. They estimated that most people can drink 2.5 glasses
of wine in a two hour period before it becomes too dangerous for them to drive.
However, they estimated that most people can drink only 1.9 mixed drinks in a two hour
period belfore it becomes too dangerous for them to drive. Although non-drinkers
differentiate in the average number of drinks that can be consumed safely before driving,
according to the type of alcoholic beverage, the median number of drinks (2.0) is the

same for all three type of alcoholic beverages (Table 38, p. 64).

Perceptions of Enforcement

The majority of the public believed that there is at least some likelinood that they
would be stopped by police if they drove after drinking too much in their community.
However, when asked: ‘How likely are you to be stopped by police for driving after you
have had too much to drink?", only 8% said it was "almost certain,” while another 19% felt

it was “very likely." The largest proportion of respondents (39%) felt that t was
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*somewhat likely® that they might be stopped. By contrast, a third of the public (329%) felt
that it was either very unlikely (13%) or somewhat unlikely (19%) that they would be
stopped by police after having too much to drink (Table 39, p. 85).

Respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year tended
to rate the likelihood of being stopped by the police somewhat lower than the general
public., Only 5% of this group felt that they would almost certainly be stopped by police
in their community if they drove after having too much to drink, compared to 8% of the
general public. And, while 32% of the public felt it is unlikely they would be stopped by
police in their community if they had too much to drink, fully 41% of those who drive after
drinking felt it is unlikely they would be stopped.

The public's perception of a comparatively low risk of being stopped by paolice
was confirmed by another question in the survey. Respondents were asked: “In your
communily, if a person drinks too much before driving, which do you think is more likely
to happen to that person — being stopped by the police or having an accident?” Nearly
two thirds (65%) said that it was more likely that the person would have an accident than
be stopped by police in their community. Only 26% felt that it was more likely in their
community that police would stop the driver before an accident occurred (Table 40, p.
B6).

Respondents who drive after drinking also felt that having an accident was a more
likely outcome of driving after drinking too much in their community (53%) than being
stopped by police (36%). Nonetheless, there was a difference in the perceived relative
risk of the two outcomes for this group of drivers. We don't know, however, whether this
reflects a greater concern about police enforcement, or less concern about accidents
among drinking drivers,

Although the risk of being stopped by police after drinking too much was
generally perceived as lower than that of being in an accident, three-quarters of the
public believed that “if you are sfopped by a police officer while driving after you have
had too much to drink™ it is likely that you will be charged with breaking the law. About

half (47%) of those surveyed said that it is "almost certain” police would charge you with
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breaking the drinking and driving laws Iif they stopped you after driving when you had too
much to drink. Another quarter (26%) said that it is "very likely" you would be charged.
Less than one out of ten (9%) felt that it is either somewhat unlikely (5%) or very unlikely
(4%) than police would charge them if they were stopped after drinking and driving
(Table 41, p. 67).

The general public perception of the likelihood of arrest, if stopped while driving
under the influence of alcohol, was shared by respondents who drive after drinking.
Seven out of ten (70%) respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking in the
past year said that it is either almost certain (44%) or very likely (26%) that an officer
would charge them with breaking the law if they were stopped while driving after having
too much to drink. Only twelve percent of drinking drivers felt it would sither be
somewhat unlikely (7%) or very unlikely (5%) they would be charged under these

circumstances.

Likelihpod and Severity of Sanctions

Nine out of ten Americans (89%) of driving age felt that if they were charged with
breaking the drinking and driving laws, it is at least somewhat likely that would receive
some form of punishment. The survey respondents were asked: If a police officer slops
and charges you with breaking the drinking and driving laws, how likely are you fo
receive some form of punishment such as a fine, a suspension of your driver's license, or
something more severe? Half (49%) felt it is "almost certain® that they would be
punished, while another 27% felt it is "very likely" that they would be punished if charged
with breaking the drinking and driving laws. Only 6% of the public felt it is either
somewhat (3%) or very unlikely (3%) that they would actually be punished if charged with
breaking that law. Respondents who drive after drinking are no less likely than the
general public to expect punishment (92%) if they were stopped and charged with
breaking drinking and driving laws (Table 42, p. &8).

The respondents were also asked about the expected severity of the punishment
for breaking these laws. ‘If you were actually punished for drinking and driving, do you

o8



think that the punishment would most likely be very severe, somewhal severe or not
severa?” Only a quarter (24%) of the public would expect the punishment imposed on
them, if convicted of breaking drinking and driving laws, to be "very severa." However,
half (52%) would expect the punishment to be “somewhat severe.” Less than one in five
(19%) of those interviewed felt that if they were convicted of breaking the drinking and
driving laws, the penalty imposed upon them would not be severa, The expectation of a
severe punishment, if convicted of breaking the drinking and driving laws, is actually
higher among respondents who drive after drinking (81%), than it is among those who
do not (76%) (Table 43, p. 69).

Finally, the public was asked: "What would most likely happen to a driver the first
time he or she was convicted of drunk driving? The penalties that respondents felt were
most likely to be imposed were driving license suspension (38%) and fines under $500
(30%). A somewhat smaller proportion (20%) expected that a first time offender would
be fined over $500. Less than one in five (17%) believed that a first time offender was
likely to be sent to jail (Table 44, p. 70).

Drivers who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year have
sormewhat harsher expectations, than those who do not, about the punishment that a
first time offender would receive. More respondents who drive after drinking expect that
their driving license would be suspended (45%) for a first offense, than those who have
not driven after drinking (37%). Similarly, respondents who drive after drinking were
more likely to expect a fine over $500 (27%) for a first offense, than those who do not
drive after drinking (21%). Both types of drivers were about equally likely to expect that a

driver convicted of a first drunk driving offense would be sent to jail (179&).
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1523

TABLE 34

NUMBER OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES BEFORE THERE IS ANY
EFFECT ON DRIVING SKILLS

(Base: Had alcoholic beverages in the past year and past year driver)

218, About how many [alcoholic beverages] could you drink in two hours
before it would have any effect on your driving skills?

DRIVEM WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Unweighted N (2683) {1116) {1553)
% % %
Less than one 3 1 4
oing 18 10 23
two 26 268 25
three 17 2 14
for 13 19 ]
fivi 4 & a
Six 5 T 4
seven of more ' 3 4 2
Mot sure (WOL) 12 T 16
Median 20 3.0 2.0
Mean 2.8 3.2 25
s.0. 1.9 19 1.8
SE. - A A



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Bahavior: 1933

TAELE 35

NUMBER OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES BEFORE IT BECOMES
TOO DANGERQUS TO DRIVE

{Base: Had alcoholic beverages In the past year
and past year driver)

220. How many [alcoholic beverage] could you drink in two hours before it
would become too dangerous to drive?

DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRIMK
TOTAL YES NO
Unwelghted N (2683) {1116) {1553}
% S 0
Less than one s 1 3
one 10 3 15
hwio 18 i3 21
thrae 17 iB 16
four 14 17 12
fhve 8 1 &
sl g 13 7
SOVEN OF MONe 12 16 8
Mot Sure 1" B 13
Median o 4.0 3o
Mean 40 4.8 34
5.0, 2.7 28 25
S.E. 1 1 A

i}



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 36

NUMBER OF DRINKS TO HAVE AFFECT ON DRIVING SKILLS AND NUMBER
THAT IS TOD DANGEROUS TO DRIVE

(Base: Had alcoholic baverages in the past year
and past year driver)

218  About how many [alcoholic beverages] could you drink in two hours before it
would have any effect on your driving skills?

Q320 How many [alcoholic beverages] could you drink in two hours before |t would
become 100 dangerous 1o driva?

Aflact Too
Driving Dangeraus
Skills To Drive
Unweighted N (2683) (2683)
% Y
Mumber of Drinks

Less than One 3 2
One 18 10
Two 26 18
Three 17 17
Four 13 14
Five 4 B
She 4 -]
Seven or more 3 12
Mat Sure 12 1"
Refusal " L

Median 3.0 3.0

Maan 2.8 40

Mote: * denoles parcentages less than 0.5%.
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Maticnal Survaey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Bahavior: 1883

TABLE 37

COMPARED TO MOST, MORE OR LESS ALCOHOL TO AFFECT DRIVING ABILITY

{Base: Had alcohaolic beverages in past year

and past year driver)

Q25 Compared to most people, does it lake more alcohol or less alcohol to affect your

ability to drive safaly, or is It about the same as most people?

Mare
Unweighted M Alzahol
TOTAL (2683) % 13
HAVE DRIVEM WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (1116 % 18
Mo (1863) % 10
TOTAL (16-64)
1863 (2516) % 14
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1993 (045) % 18

Less
Alcohaol

23
a6

J2

24

Aot
Same

50

Sure

mn



el survey of Drinking and Drving Attitudas and Behaviar: 1983

TABLE 38

NUMBER OF DRINKS MOST PEQPLE CAN DRIMNK IN TWO HOURS
BEFORE IT BECOMES TOO DANGEROUS TO DRIVE

(Base: Mo past vear driving or no past year drinking)

222, How many A 12-ounce beers; B. glasses of wine; C. drinks containing hard
liquor can most people drink In two hours before It becomes too dangerous to driva?

Unwelghted M

Less than ane

one

two

three

fowar

five

sl

SEVEn or more

Mot Sure
Madian
Mean
8.0D.
SE

Mole: * denotes percentages less than 0.5%.

e,
BEER

TOTAL
(1327)

15
22

13

29
20
2.8

2.2

-B-
WINE

TOTAL
(1327)

T
a
18
21

13

28
20
25

1.8

_G_
LIQUOR

TOTAL
(1327)

o
T
27
21

10

25
20
1.9

1.5




MNational Survey of Drinking &nd Driving Aftitudes and Behavior: 1593

TABLE 39

LIKELIHOOQD OF BEING STOPPED BY A POLICE OFFICER
FOR DRINKING AND DRIVING

(Base: All respondents)

Q43. How likely are you to be stopped by a paolice officer for driving after you have had
too much to drink?

Almost Very Somewhat Somewhat Very Mot
Umaeighted M cerain likely likely undikely unlikely Suwre
TOTAL {4010) ] 2] 18 L) 18 i3 2
HAVE DRIVEM WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (1118) % 5 14 a9 26 15 1
Mo (1553) %= & 18 a4 149 11 2
TOTAL (16-64)
1693 (3624) % B 18 1| 20 12 1
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1993 (1057) % 4 14 40 26 15 1




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1903

TABLE 40

MORE LIKELY TO BE STOPPED OR HAVE AN ACCIDENT
WHEN DRIVING AFTER DRINKING TOO MUCH

(Base; All respondents)

242, In your community, If a person drinks too much before driving (and then
drives), which do you think iz more likely to happen to them. .7

Stopped Have
by an Egqually Mot
Unwalghted N Police  Accident Meither Liscely Sure
TOTAL (@010 % 26 65 1 5 a
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (11168) % a6 53 1 B 3
Mo (1653) % 26 68 1 a 2
TOTAL (16-64)
1993 (3624) % 27 66 1 5§ 2
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-564)
1953 {1057} % &7 52 2 & 3



MNational Survey of Drinking and Driving Alfiludes and Behavior, 1533

TABLE 41

LIKELIHOOQD OF BEING CHARGED IF STOPPED BY A POLICE OFFICER
FOR DAINKING AND DRIVING

(Base: All raspondents)

044, I you are stopped by a police officer while driving after vou have had too much

to drink, how likely is it that the officer will charge you with breaking the

drinking and driving laws? Is...7

Almaost
Unweighted N certain
TOTAL {4010) % 47
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRIMKIMNG
Yes (1116) % 44
Mo (1553) % a7
TOTAL (16-64)
1033 (3624) % 47
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING [16-64)
1983 (1057 % 44

Very Somewhat Somewhat

likely [y unlikely
26 13 [
26 15 7
£8 14 4
27 14 5
27 15 7

Very
unilikely

Mot
Sure




Matlonal Survey of Drinking and Driving Attiludes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 42

UKELIHOOD OF RECEIVING SOME FORM OF PUNISHMENT
IF STOPPED AND CHARGED FOR DRINKING AND DRIVING

(Base: All respondents)

Q45. I a police officer stops and charges you with breaking the drinking and
driving laws, how likely are you to receive some form of punishment such
as a fine, a suspension of your driver's license, or something mare severe? Is .7

Alrmost Very Somewhat Somewhat Very Mat
Unweighted N cortain likzly likedy undikedy unlikely Sure
TOTAL (4010) % 49 27 13 3 3 3
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes {1116 % 54 26 12 3 a 2
Mo (1553) %% 50 28 13 3 3 3
TOTAL (16-64)
1883 [3E24) - 52 27 13 3 3 3
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING {16-64)
1883 (1057} ] 58 26 11 3 2 2



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1883

TABLE 43
SEVERITY OF PUNISHMENT
(Base: All respondents)
Q46. I you were actually punishad for drinking and driving. do you think

the punishment would most likely ba. ..

Very  Somewhat

Unweighted N Severe Severe

TOTAL (4010) % 24 52
HAVE DRIVEMW WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (1118) % 28 53

No {1553) % 21 55
TOTAL (16-84)

1993 (3524) % 24 53
DRIVEMN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING {16-64)

1993 (1057) % an 54

19

14
19

13

Mot
Surg



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1983

TABLE 44
WHAT WOULD MOST LIKELY HAPPEM TO THE FIRST TIME OFFENDER

(Base: All Respondants)
Q47 What would miost likely happen to a driver the first time he or she
was convicted of drunk driving?
DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRIMK

TOTAL YES NO
Unweighted N (4010} {1116) {1553}
% - B
Probation 5 i &
Permit Rastricted -] T i ]
Permit Suspended a8 45 ar
Fined Under 5500 a0 a1 a0
Fined Over $500 20 27 21
Go To Jai 17 ir 1w
Treatment Program 8 12 B
Community Service 5 & 5
DWI Class 4 4 5
Waming 5 2 5
Fine K 2 2
£500 Fine 1 1 1
Higher Insurance 1 2 1
License Paoints 1 2 1
Cther & & B
Maothing 3 2 3
Mot Sure B 5 8



IV. REPORTED BEHAVIOR

This survey collected information on the reported behaviors of the public, as well
as their attitudes and beliefs related to drinking and driving. The national sample of the
driving age public was asked about the frequency with which they have responded to
some of the DWI countermeasures: avoiding driving after having too much to drink;
intervening with others who have had too much to drink; and acting as a designated
driver. The survey also provided an estimate of the proportion of the public who drive
after drinking and the frequency of drinking and driving. Because the survey measured
self-reported behavior, there may have been a tendency to overrepart socially desirable
behaviors and underreport socially undesirable behaviors. As a result, self-reported
rates of socially undesirable behaviors, such as problem drinking and impaired driving,

should be treated as conservative astimates of the true population rates.

Only respondents who have driven in the past year AND who have consumed
alcohol in the past year, at least occasionally, were asked: “In the past 12 months, have
you ever driven a mofor vehicle within two hours after drinking alcoholic beverages?"
Four out of ten drivers who have consumed alcohol in the past year (41%) reported
having driven within two hours of drinking in the past year (Table 45, p. 79).

This transiates into about a quarter of the general public (26%), aged 16 and over,
who reported having driven within two hours of drinking in the past year (Table 46, p.
80).

Frequency of Driving after Drinking
Respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year

were asked: "About how many times in the past 12 months would you say that you have
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driven within two hours after drinking any alcohol/? A third (33%) of respondents who
have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year reported having done so on only
one or two occasions. Another 41% reported driving within two hours of drinking three
to eleven times in the past year, i.e., less than once a month, More than a fifth (22%)
reported driving after drinking on twelve or more occasions, i.e., at least one a month an
average. The median number of occasions of driving after drinking in the past year was
4.0, but the average was 16.9 (Table 47, p. 81),

The past year drinking drivers were also asked: “In the past 30 days, how many
times have you driven a molor vehicle within two hours after drinking alcoholic
beverages?” More than half (58%) reported having driven within two hours of drinking in
the past month. About a quarter (23%) say that they have done so on only one occasion
in the past month. Another fifth (19%) had driven within two hours of drinking on two or
three occasions in the past month. Only 14% reported driving within two hours of
drinking on four or more occcasions (weekly) within the past thirty days. By contrast,
42% of the past year drinking drivers said that they had not driven after drinking in the
past thirty days (Table 48, p. 82).

Intervention Behavior

A national sample of persons aged 16 and over! were asked: “In the last year,
how many limes were you in a situation where you ware with a friend who had too much
to drink fo drive safely? Three out of ten persons (30%) reported at least one occasion
in the past year when they had been with a friend who had too much to drink to drive

safely. Most respondents who had any experience like this, reported multiple occur-

1. The national sample of househiolds used in this survey was fielded as a series of replicala national
samples. This permitted us to administer different questions to independent national samples within the
total cross-sectional sample of 3,000 households. The first national sampla of 1,000 households wara
asked what they thought most of their friends would do if they tred 1o stop them from driving
{hypothetically), while subsequent replicale samples were asked what had actually happened in such
situations.
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rences. On average, they reported 1.7 occasions in the past year when they were with a
friend who had too much to drink to drive safely. However, respondents who have
driven after drinking in the past year reported about twice as many (3.5) occasions
(Table 49, p. B3).

Respondents who had been in a situation in the past year where a friend had
too much to drink to drive sately (30% of the public) were asked: "Did you ask or tell
them not to drive (on the most recent such occasion)? Four out of five persons in this
situation {B2%) reported that they asked or told the friend not to drive on the most recent
occasion of this type. This is about equally true of respondents who have driven after
drinking in the past year (78%) (Table 50 p. B4).

Respondents who reported that they had asked a friend not to drive on the
most recent occasion (24% of the public) were asked: "Did they get angry with you for
asking them not to drive?" Nearly two thirds of them (65%) said the friend did not get
angry. However, in a8 minority of cases (35%) respondents who intervened reported that
the friend did get angry when asked not to drive because they had too much to drink.
Amang those who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year, nearly three
quarters (73%) of those who asked a friend not to drive reported that the friend did not
get angry (Table 51, p. B5).

Regardless of the initial reaction of friends, survey respondents report that
intervention with friends in impaired driving situations was generally successful,
Respondents who had asked a friend not to drive in the past year were also asked: "Did
they follow your advice not to drive?* The majority (77%) of respondents reported that
the friend followed their advice not to drive on the most recent occasion. Less than a
quarter (22%) said that the friend did not follow their advice. A similar proportion (71%)
of respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking reported that their friends
followed their advice not to drive, when asked (Table 52, p. 86).

Fear of getting the friend angry did not appear to the major reason for non-



intervention in these situations. Respondents who did not ask the friend not to drive
in the most recent situation (approximately 5% of the public) were asked: “If you had
asked them not to drive, do you think that they would have gotten angry with you?" The
majority of them (56%) felt that the friend wouwld not have gotten angry if they had asked
them not to drive (Table 53, p. 87).

Respondents who did not ask the friend not to drive in the most recent situation
were also asked: “If you had asked them not to drive, do you think thal they would have
agreed with you?" About half (48%) felt that the friend would have agreed not to drive i
they had asked them. However, an equal number (49%) felt that the friend would have
driven anyway on that occasion. There was little difference in this perception among
those who have driven after drinking in the past year (Table 54, p. B8).

In summary, the experiences of both respondents who have asked friends not to
drive because they've had too much to drnk are similar to the expectations described
earlier about how people would expect most of their friends to behave. In general,
friends do not get angry when asked not to drive after they may have had 100 much to
drink. But even more notably, the vast majority of respondents who are asked not to

drive in those types of situations go along with their friends’ advice.

In addition to asking whether they had been with a friend who had too much to
drink in the past year, this national sample of the driving age public was asked: “In the
past 12 months, did you ever ride in a motor vehicle with a driver you thought might have
consumed too much alcohol to drive safely? Twelve percent of the population aged 16
and older reported that they have ridden with a driver they thought might have
consumed too much alcohol to drive safely, within the past year. The past year
prevalence of riding with an alcohol impaired driver was higher for respondents who

have driven after drinking in the past year. Nearly one out of five (19%) respondents
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who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year reported that they have
ridden with a driver who they thought might have consumed too much alechol to drive
safely (Table 55, p. B9).

Respondents who had ridden in the past year with a driver whom they though
had too much to drink were asked: “In the past 30 days, how many times did you ride
with a driver you thought might have consumed foo much alcohol to drive safely?” More
than a third {35%) of those with past year experience riding with an alcohol impaired
driver reported one or more such occasions in the past thirty days. This translates into
4% of the general public who have ridden with a driver, who they felt was alcohol
impaired, within the past month (Table 56, p. 90).

Respondents who had ridden with an alcohol impaired driver in the past year
were also asked: "Did you decide the driver was unsale before of affar you were riding in
the motor vehicle? On the most recent such occasion, two thirds (68%) said they
decided the driver had consumed too much to drive safely only after they were riding in
the vehicle. Only 30% of respondents riding with an alcohol impaired driver said that
they knew the person had too much to drink before riding in the vehicle (Table 57, p. 81).

Designated Driver

The survey investigated the experience of the public with designated drivers.
First, all the respondents were asked: “In the past twelve months, have you ridden
anywhere with someone else who had agreed to be the designated driver?" A third
(33%) of the population aged 16 and older reported that they have ridden with somecns
who had agreed to be the designated driver in the past year. However, respondents
who have driven after drinking in the past year were far more likely to have experience
with a designated driver. Over half (54%) of those who have driven within two hours of
drinking in the past year reported that they have ridden with a designated driver in the

past year (Table 58, p. 82).
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Respondents who have ridden with a designated driver in the past year (33%
of the public) were asked: In the past 30 days, how many times have you ridden with
someone alse who had agreed to be the designated driver?” Nearly half (46%) of those
who had reported riding with a designated driver had done so in the past thirty days.
This translates into 16% of the general public who have ridden with a designated driver in
the past month (Table 59, p. 93).

Regardiess of their experience riding with someone else who had agreed to be a
designated driver, the entire sample was asked: "In the past iwelve months, have you
ever been the designated driver when driving with others?" Nearly two out of five (37%)
persons aged 16 and older reported that they have been a designated driver in the past
year. Indeed, the proportion of the public who have been designated drivers (37%) was
slightly higher than the proportion who reported riding with other designated drivers
(34%) in the past year. Half (50%) of those who have driven after drinking in the past
year reported that they have been a designated driver in the past year (Table 60, p. 84).

Respondents who have been a designated driver in the past year (37% of the
public) were asked: "In the past 30 days, how many limes have you been the designaled
driver?” Mearly half (46%) reported being a designated driver within the past thirty days.
This translates into 17% of the general public who have ridden been a designated driver
when driving with others in the past manth (Table 81, p. 93).

It is notable that four times as many Americans reported riding with a designated
driver in the past month (16%) or being a designated driver in the past month (17%), as

reported riding with an alcohol impaired driver in the same time period (4%).

Avoidance Behaviors

Only respondents who had driven in the past year, AND who had consumed
alcohol in the past year even occasionally (67% of the public), were asked: "In the past
twelve months, have you ever deliberately avoided driving a motor vehicle because you
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felt you probably had too much to drink to drive safely?” QOver a third (36%) of thess
drivers who have consumed alcohol in the past year reported that they had avoided
driving in the past year when they thought they had too much to drink to drive safely.
Mare strikingly, nearly half (46%) who had driven within two hours of drinking in the past
year reported that they have deliberately avoided driving a motor vehicle in the past year
because they felt that they had too much to drink to drive safely (Table 2, p. 86).

Respondents who have not avoided driving in the past year because of
having too much to drink (41% of the public) were asked: "Have you ever deliberately
avoided driving 8 motar vehicle because you felt you probably had too much to drink to
drive safely?" About two out of five (39%) reported that they had avoided driving after
having too much to drink at some time in the past. This translates into 61% of all drivers
who have consumed alcohal in the past year have deliberately avoided driving at some
point in the past because they felt that they had too much to drink to drive safely.
Moreover, three quarters (76%) of those who have driven within two hours of drinking in
the past year have avoided driving at some point in the past because they had too much
to drink to drive safely (Table 63, p. 87).

Respondents who have ever avoided driving because they felt that they had
too much to drink to drive safely (39% of the public) were asked: "How long ago was
(the most recent time) thal happened?” About 13% reported having avoided driving after
having too much to drink within the past month. Another 44% percent reported having
avoided driving during the past year, although not the past month. An additional 14%
reported having avoided driving because they had too much to drink within the past five
years. Less than a quarter (23%) who have ever avoided driving because they had too
much to drink have not done so within the past five years (Table 64, p. 98).

The total sample, regardless of their answers to the previous questions, were
asked: "Which of the following things have you ever done o avoid driving after drinking?"

Two-thirds (66%) reported one or more of the avoidance behaviors tested. The most
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commonly reported avoidance activity was to designate a driver who would not drink
(40%). Approximately the same proportion of the public reported asking someone else
for a ride (40%) to avoid driving after drinking. Staying overnight as a guest to avoid
driving after drinking was reported by more than a third of the national sample (35%). A
third (32%) also reported having waiting until after the effects of the alcohol wore off to
avoid driving after drinking. One in five (20%) reported walking to their destination to
avoid impaired driving. Calling a cab or ride service (16%) is one of the least commonly

reported means of avoiding driving after drinking (Table 65, p. 89).



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 45
EVER DRIVEN WITHIN TWO HOURS AFTER DRINKING IN PAST YEAR

(Base: Had alcoholic beverages in the past year
and past year driver)

O26a. Inthe past 12 months, have you ever driven a motor vehicle within two
hours afier drinking alcoholic beverages?

Mot
Linwelghted N a5 Mo Sure
TOTAL (2683} % 41 89 1
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes {1116} % 100 - &
Mo (1553) % - 100 -
TOTAL {16-64)
1993 (2516) % 42 58 .
DRIVEM WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-54)
19493 (1057} % 100 - -

Mote: * denotes percentages less than .05%.



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attiudes and Bahavior. 1993

TABLE 46
EVER DRIVEN WITHIN TWO HOURS AFTER DRINKING IN THE PAST YEAR

(Base: All respondents)

Q26a. Inthe past 12 months, have you ever driven a mator vehicle within twao
howrs & - drinking alcoholic veverages?

Mot
Unweighted N Yes Mo Sure
TOTAL {4010} £ 26 74 "
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yos (11186) % 100 - -
Mo (1553} £ - 100 -
TOTAL (16-64)
1993 (2516) ! 42 58 :
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1893 (1057} % 100 - -

Mote: * denotes percentages less than .05%,.



National Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 47

HOW MANY TIMES DRIVEN WITHIN
TWO HOURS AFTER DRINKING IM PAST YEAR

{Base: Have driven after drinking alccholic beverages)
Q26b. About how many times in the past 12 months would you say that you have
driven within two hours alter drinking any alcohol?
TOTAL
Unweighted N (1116
%
Menvar s
1-2 &3
2.1 41
124 22
Mot Sure 4
Median 4.0
Mean 16.9
= A4

S.E 1.4

E:h



Maticnal Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 48

PAST 30 DAYS, HOW MANY TIMES DRIVEN WITHIN
TWO HOURS AFTER DRINKING IN PAST MONTH

(Base: Have driven after drinking alcoholic beverages)
O26c.  Inthe past 30 days, how many times have you driven a motor vehicle within
twio hours alter drinking alcoholic beverages?
TOTAL
Unweightad N {11186)
%
None 42
1 23
2-3 19
4-5 7]
6 or More B
Median 1.0
Mean 21
5.0 a8

SE 1

a2



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior. 1983

TABLE 49

TIMES IN PAST YEAR WITH A FRIEND
WHO HAD TOO MUCH TO DRINK

iBase; All respondents™)

Q236a. In the kast year, how many times were you in a sifugtion where you were
with a friend who had too much to drink to drive safely?

DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Unwabghted N (2971) (B42) (1136)
% o %
Mewver B9 52 67
1 8 13 1
23 12 18 12
4-5 4 B 4
&9 1 2 2
10 or more 4 7 3
Not Sure 1 1 1
Mean 1.7 a5 1.4
s0. BT 1.7 6.9
SE. 2 5 2
" In 1993, only the second replicate sample was asked this question

B3




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1983

TABLE 50
ASKING A FRIEMD WHO HAS HAD TOO MUCH TOO DRINK NOT TO DRIVE
{Base: A friend had too much to drink to drive safely in past year)

C036b.  Think of the last time you were in this situation. Did you ask or tell

them nat 1o driva®
Mot
Unweighted N Yes Mo Sure
TOTAL (1116} % B2 16 2
GENDER
Mala (610) =% a1 17 1
Femala (5068) % B3 15 2
AGE
16-20 (fog) =% B4 15 1
21-29 (508) % a2 16 1
A0-45 (235) % B4 15 1
45-6d B6) % 71 24 b
65 + B % 100 - -
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yas (451) % 78 21 1
Mo (455 % 85 13 3
TOTAL (16-64)
1983 (1108) % a2 16 2
L In 1993, only the second replicate sample was askad this question




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attludes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 51

DID FRIENDE GET ANGRY
(Base: Asked friend not to drive®)

Q38d. Did they get angry with you for asking them not 1o driva?

Umaeighted N Yes Mo

TOTAL @7 % a5 65
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (350) % 27 73

Ma (38T} = 40 a8
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 (= 0% | B A5 b5
" Im 1993, only second replicate sample was asked this question.

Surg



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Atiludes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 52

FRIENDS FOLLOWING ADVICE NOT TO DRINK AND DRIVE

(Base: Asked friend not 1o drive®)

Q36c, Did they follow your advice not to drive?

Unweightad N

TOTAL (917}
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (250}

Mo (387)
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 (o09)

* In 1993, only the second replicate sampla was asked this question.

i

B

Yas

i

T

Ma

22

Mt
Sura



Mational Survey ol Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1953

TABLE 53
WOULD FRIENDS GET ANGRY
(Base: Did not ask friend not o drive™)

2368, i you had asked them not to drive, do you think they would have

gatten angry with you?
Mot
Urweightod N Yos Mo Sure
TOTAL (186) % 40 56 4
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIM
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yos (96) % a7 49 a
Mo [62) % 28 &7 5
TOTAL (16-64)
19493 (186) % 40 56 4

* |n 1943, only the second replicate sample was asked this question.

ar




National Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior, 1993

TABLE 54
IF ASKED, WOULD FRIEMDS HAVE AGREED
(Base: Did not ask friend nat to drive™)

Q36e. If you had asked them not to drive, do you think they would have agreed with you?

Mt
Unweighted N Yes Mo Sure
TOTAL (186} % 48 49 3
HAVE DRIVEM WITHIM
2 HOURS OF DRIMNKING
Yes (96) % 45 52 -
Mo B2) % 57 a8 5
TOTAL (16-64)
19493 (186) % 48 49 3

* In 1983, only the second replicate sampla was asked this question.



Mational Surdey of Crinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 55

RIDDEMN WITH SOMEONE WHO YOU THOUGHT HAD CONSUMED TOO
MUCH ALCOHOL TO DRIVE SAFELY IN THE PAST YEAR

(Base: All respondants)

Q30a. Inthe past 12 months, did you ever ride in a motor vehicle with a driver you
thought might have consumed oo much alcohol to drive safely?

Mot
Ummweighited M Yas Mo Sura
TOTAL (4010) % 12 87 .
HAVE DRIVEMN WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRINKIMG
Yes (1116) % 19 81 .
Mo (1553) % 13 a7 "
TOTAL {16-54)
15983 (3624) % 14 B s
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING [16-64)
1993 (1057 5% 20 B0 "

Mote: * denctes percentages less than .05%.




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior, 1953

TABLE 56

PAST 30 DAYS, HOW MANY TIMES RIDDEN WITH A DRIVER
WHO HAD TOO MUCH TO DRINK

({Base: Have ridden in a vehicla with a driver thought 1o
have consumed too much alcohol In past year)

Q30b. Inthe past 30 days, how many limes did you ride with a driver you
thought might have consumead too much alcoho o drive safely?

DRIVEN WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRINK*
TOTAL YES NO
Unweighted N (605) (267) (224)
L™ % %
Nong B5 B1 70
Ong 19 21 18
Two 8 B 8
Three 3 2 2
Four or More 5 7 3
Mean 8 1.0 B
5.0 20 24 15
SE 1 1 1

* This category contains only those respandents who have drivien 8 motos vehicla in the past vear and those who
have consumed alcohol in the past year.



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 57
WHEN RIDER DECIDED THAT DRIVER WAS UNSAFE

[Base: Have ridden in a wehicle with a driver thought 1o have
consumed too much alcohal in past yeaar)

230c.  Please think back to the kst ime you rode with a driver you thought
might have consumed too much alcohol to drive safely. Did you decide
the driver was unsale before or alter you were riding in the motor vehicle?

Mot
Urwalghted N Before After Surg
TOTAL 609 % a0 63 3
HAVE DRIVEMN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (267) % a2z 66 2
No (224) =% 25 72 a
TOTAL (16-64)
1803 (588) % 29 68 3
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1543 (262) % 33 GE 2

"



HNaticnal Survey of Drinking and Driving Atfludes and Behavior; 1993

TABLE 58

RIDDEN WITH SOMEQNE ELSE AS DESIGNATED DRIVER

{Base: All respandents)

Q31a. Inthe past twelve months, have you ridden anywhere with someone

else who had agreed 1o be the designated driver?

Umweightad M Yes

TOTAL (4010) =% A3
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (1116) =% B

Mo (1653) % 38
TOTAL (16-64)

1953 (3624) % ar
DRIVEM WITHIMN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING {16-64)

1983 (1057 % 57

Mote: * dencles percentages less than 05%.

Mo

62

43

S




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1853

TABLE 59
PAST 30 DAYS, HOW MANY TIMES RIDDEN WITH A DESIGNATED DRIVER
(Base: Have ridden with a designated driver in past year)

Ga1b. Inthe past 30 days, how many limes have you ridden anywhere with somaone
glse who had agreed 1o be the designated drivar?

DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES MO
Unwaeighted N (1578) (658) (659)
% Ha %
Mone 53 51 54
One 21 19 23
Two 11 13 1
Three 5 5 4
Four or Mara 9 10 T
Mean 1.3 1.3 1.0
50 3.0 2.5 2.8
SE .1 ¥ 1




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1953

TABLE 60
BEEM THE DESIGMATED DRIVER IM THE PAST 12 MOMNTHS
(Base: All respondents)

032a.  Inthe past twelve months have you ever been the designated driver whean

driving with others?
Mat
Urwweighted N Yos Mo Sura
TOTAL [4010) % ar 62 -
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yos (1116) % 50 a9
Mo (1553) % a6 54
TOTAL (16-64)
1953 (3624) % 42 58 .
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1993 (1057) % 52 48 -

Note: * denotes percentages less than 05%.



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1293

TABLE &1
PAST 30 DAYS, HOW MANY TIMES HAVE ¥YOU BEEN DESIGNATED DRIVER
(Base: Have been a designated driver in past year)

232b.  Inthe past 30 days, how many lmes have you bean the designated driver?

DRIVEN WITHIM

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Unweighted N {1738 {613 B17)
% % %
Mone 54 54 53
One 19 18 2
Twa 1" 1 11
Thres 8 & 5
Four or Mora 10 i1 g
Mean 15 1.4 1.2
5.0 3.7 3.2 29

SE. 1 1 1




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Altitudes and Behavior: 1983

TABLE 62

AVOIDED DRIVING BECAUSE CONSUMED
TOO MUCH ALCOHOL IN PAST YEAR

(Base: Had alcoholic beverage in the past year
and past year driver)

Q2% Inthe past twelve months have you ever deliberately avoided driving a
maotor vehicle bacause you fell you probably had too much to drink to

drive safely?
Mot
Unweighted M Yes Mo Sure
TOTAL (2683) % 36 B4 1
HAVE DRIVEM WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (1118) % a6 54 b
No (1853) =% 28 71
TOTAL (16-64)
16493 (2518) % a9 B0 1
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1943 (1057) % 50 49 .

Mote; * denotes percentages lass than 05%.



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 63

EVER AVOIDED DRIVING BECAUSE CONSUMED
TOO MUCH ALCOHOL

(Base: Had alcoholic beverages in the past year
and past year driver)

Q28a. In the past 12 months, have you ever deliberately avoided driving & motor vehicle
becausa you felt you probably had oo much to drink 1o drive safely?

228b, Have you ever deliberately avoided driving a molor vehicle because you
felt you probably had too much to drink Lo drive safely?

Mt
Urweighted M Yes [ ] Sure
TOTAL (2683) % 61 a9 "
HAVE DRIVEMN WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes {11168}] % T8 24 B
MNo {1553} % 0 EH
TOTAL (16-64)
1993 (2516) % 42 55 1
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING {16-64)
1983 (1057) % 58 a0 1

Mote; * denotes percentages less than 05%.
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior. 1293

TABLE B4
HOW LOMNG AGD WAS IT THAT IMPAIRED DRIVING WAS AVOIDED
(Base: Have avoided driving because felt had too much to drink)

Q28c. How long ago was that (the most recent tima)?

DRIVEN WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES MO
Urweighted N (1774} (884) (B78)
% % %
Within Past Waek 3 4 2
Within Past Month 10 12 8
Within Past Year a4 43 43
1-2 Years g 10 g
3-4 Years & 5 -
5 or More 23 21 26
Not Sure 5 & 5




National Survey of Drinking and Driving Atitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE &5
WHAT HAS BEEN DOME TO AVOID DRINKING AND DRIVING
{Base: All Respondenis)

Q39  Which of the following things have you ever done to avoid
driving after drinking? Have you ever..7

DRIVEN WITHIM
2 HOURS OF DRINK

TOTAL YES NO

Urweighted N {4010) (1118) (1553)

% k- %

Called a Cab 16 24 17
Taken tha Bus or Subway B 12 8
Asked Someone Else for ride 40 62 46
Designated A Driver 40 59 49
Stayed Overnight 35 53 a8
‘Waited until sober a2 53 a5
Walked 20 31 21
Other 2 - -
Don't Drink 1 = .
Nothing 34 11 26

Mote: * denotes percentages less than 05%.



V. RESPONDENT CLASSIFICATION

The survey permitted us to classify this national sample of the driving age public in
areas of interest to NHTSA and drinking and driving policy making. The survey provided
current information on the frequency with which the public drives and the frequency with
which it consumes alcoholic beverages. It also provided information about the self-
reported incidence of driving after drinking too much, both lifetime and within the past
year, as well as information about public exposure to alcohol-related crashes and anti-
DWI activities.

The Driving Public

The issues associated with drinking and driving affect all Americans, both drivers

and non-drivers. Non-drivers are at risk to drinking drivers, both as passengers and
pedestrians. They may also play a role in intervention with drinking drivers. Some may
no longer drive because of drinking-related circumstances. Moreover, the laws concern-
ing driving after drinking reflect the opinion of the electorate, not just drivers. Hence, a
national sample of persons aged 16 and older were interviewed about their opinions and
experiences related to drinking and driving.

Nonetheless, the driving public is an important subset of the general public.
Approximately 93% of the public have driven in the past year. Specifically, survey re-
spondents were asked: "How offen do you usually drive a car or other molor vehicle?"
More than three quarters of the driving age public {76%) reported that they drive every
day. Most of the remainder (12%) said that they drive several days a week. A small
proportion reported that they drive only once a week (3%). Only one percent reported
they drove only certain times a year (Table 65, p. 109).

Less than one in ten persons aged 16 and older (B8%) reported that they never
drive a car or other motor vehicle, usually. Of the 8% who “never” drive, one in seven
(14%) reported that they had driven in the past year. These individuals were treated as

past year drivers. About half of the remaining individuals were former drivers (42%),
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while the other half have never driven (42%) (Table 67, p. 110).

In summary, approximately 93% percent of Americans aged 16 or older reported
driving in the past year. Less than four percent of the driving age public have never
driven. Another four percent were former drivers who have not driven in the past year.

Past year drivers (93% of the public) were asked "About how many miles did you
drive a car or other motor vehicle in the past year?" They reported an average of about
15,000 miles driven in the past year. The average annual mieage was substantially
higher among respondents who have driven after drinking in the past year (18,398) than
amaong the general public (Table B8, p. 111).

Seat Belt Usage

The reported use of safety belts by the public remained high. The national
sample of the driving age population was asked: "How offen do you use a safely bell
while driving or riding in a molor vehicle?" Nearly seven in ten (89%) respondents re-
ported that they "always" use a safety belt while driving or riding in a motor vehicle.
Anocther 14% of the public reported that they use a safety belt "maost of the time." About
ong in six persons of driving age use safety beits only "sometimes” (8%), “rarely” (4%) or
"never” (4%) when driving or riding in & motor vehicle (Table 68, p. 112).

Respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking are less likely than
gthers to use a safety belt when riding in a motor vehicle. Six out of ten (59%) reported
that they "always" use a safety belt while driving or riding in & motor vehicle, Another
17% reported that they use a safety bell "most of the time.® Almost one-quarter reported
that they use safety belis either "sometimes" (12%), “rarely” (5%) or "never" (6%) when

driving or riding in a motor vehicle.

Drinking Behaviors
The national sample of the driving age public was asked: "How often do you
usually drink any alcoholic beverages, including beer, light beer, wine, wine coolers, or

liguor?* Only a very small percentage of the public reported drinking every day (2%) or
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nearly every day (2%). Another five percent reported that they usually drink 3-4 days a
week. In addition, 15% reported that they usually drink 1-2 days a week. Hence, about
a quarter (24%) of the driving age population reported drinking alcoholic beverages on a
weekly or more frequent basis. Most respondents who did not report usually drinking on
a weekly basis reported that they drink either 2-3 times a month (14%) or less frequently
(26%). Only 36% of the national sample of the driving aged public reported that they
never drank in the past year (Table 70, p. 113).

By definition, respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking in the
past year have consumed alcohol in the past year. Nonetheless, it is important to note
the usual frequency of drinking among this group. Less than one out ten drinking drivers
reported that they usually drink every day (4%,) or nearly every day (4%). Ancther 13%
of drinking drivers report that they drink three or four days a week. Thirty-six percent
reported that they usually drink one or two days a week. Hence, the majority of drinking
drivers (57%) usually drinks at least weekly, compared to 24% of the general public.

When probed, "Did you have any alcoholic beverages - even 1 beer or a glass of
champagne -- in the past year?", 9% of respondents who "never’ drank reported that
they had consumed some alcoholic beverages in the past twelve months (Table 71, p.
114). Hence, the survey found that two thirds [67%) of this national probability sample of
the American population, aged 16 and older, had consumed alcoholic beverages during
the past twelve months (Table 72, p. 115)

Respondents who have consumed alcoholic beverages in the past year (67%
of the public) were asked: "How many days in the past 30 days have you consumed any
alcoholic beverages?" MNearly three quarters (73%) reported having consumed some
alcohol in the past thirty days. However, a substantial portion of past year drinkers
(279%) reported that they have not had any alcoholic beverages in the past thirty days.
By contrast, only 10% of past year drinking drivers reported that they had not consumed
alcoholic beverages in the last 30 days. On average, the general public (who drinks)
reported drinking on 4.8 days out of the last 30 days, while those who drive after drinking

reported consuming alcohol on 7.2 days out of the last 30 days (Table 73, p. 116).
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Respondents who have consumed alcohol in the past year were asked. "When
you drink alcoholic beverages, which one of the following beverages do you drink most
often?" Beer was the alcoholic beverage of choice for most past year drinkers. Nearly
haif of those who have driven in the past year reported that the alcoholic beverage they
drank most often was either beer (29%) or light beer (20%). Wine was the alcoholic
beverage consumed most often by 21% of past year drinkers. Hard liguor or mixed
drinks were the alcoholic beverage consumed most often by 19% of past year drinkers.
In addition, one in ten past year drinkers (10%) reported that when they drink, they usual-
hy drink wine coolers (Table 74, p. 117).

The usual type of alcoholic beverage differs somewhat from the general public for
those who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year. The drinking driver
was more likely than the general public to drink beer (38%-29%) and light beer (25%-
20%). By contrast, the drinking driver was less likely than the public to usually drink wine
(15%-21%), wine coolers (4%-10%) and hard liguor (17%-18%)

Past year drinkers were also asked about the amount of alcohol they usually
drank. “About how many alcoholic beverages do you usually drink per sitting?® The
guestion was asked in terms of the type of alcoholic beverage that they usually drank (12
ounce beers,/5 ounce glasses of wine, 1 1/4 ounce shots of hard liquor). Over one third
(39%) of past year drinkers reported that they usually had only one drink per sitting
(36%) or less (3%) when they drank. Another third (32%) reported that they normally
only had two drinks per sitting. One in five (21%) reported that they normally had 3
(15%) or 4 (%) drinks per sitting. Only 8% of past year drinkers reported that they
normally had five or more drinks per sitting when they drank (Table 75, p. 118).

On average, past year drinkers reported that they normally drank 2.2 drinks per
sitting when they drank alcoholic beverages. Drivers who have driven within two hours
of drinking in the past year tend to drink more than the drinking public, as a whole. The
average number of alcoholic beverages consumed per sitting was 2.7 for the drinking

driver, compared to 2.0 for the general public who drink.
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The most common place for drinking was the home. Respondents who have
consumed alcoholic beverages in the past year were asked:. "When you drink alcoholfc
beverages, where do you usually drink?" Over half (56%) of past year drinkers reported
that they usually drink at home. Past year drinkers who did not usually drink at home
were almost evenly divided between respondents who usually drank at bars or taverns
(13%), at restaurants (13%), or at other peoples homes (11%). A handful of past year
drinkers said that they usually drink at parties or social gatherings (3%), at weddings
(1%), outdoors (19%) or somewhere else (1%) (Table 78, p. 119).

The usual drinking places for drivers who have consumed alcohol in the past year
was similar to the drinking public as a whole. Half of drinking drivers (52%) reported that
they usually drink at their own homes. About the same proportions of drinking drivers as
the general public reported that they usually drink at other people’s homes (9%-11%)
and restaurants (14%-13%). However, drinking drivers were somewhat more likely than

the general public to usually drink at taverns or bars (18%-13%).

Problem Drinking

Respondents who have consumed alcoholic beverages in the past year were
asked whether they had ever had certain experiences in the past twelve months. The
four experiences tested may be indicative of a drinking problem. When asked: "Have
you felt that you should cut down your drinking?”, one in eight past year drinkers (12%)
responded affirmatively. This represents 17% of respondents who have driven after
drinking in the past year (Table 77, p. 120). Seven percent of past year drinkers said that
they have felt "bad or guilty about [their] drinking” in the past year. This represents 10%
of respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year (Table 78,
p. 121). Three percent of past year drinkers said that ‘people [have] annoyed you by
criticizing your drinking” in the past year. This includes one in twenty (5%) of respond-
ents who have driven after drinking in the past year (Table 79, p. 122). Finally, one
percent of past year drinkers reported that they have ‘had a drink first thing in the morn-
ing to steady your nerves or gel rid of hangover” in the past year. This includes 2% of
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past year drinker drivers (Table 80, p. 123). In total, 16% of those who drink and 11% of
general public aged 16 and over reported having had one or more of these experiences
in the past year.

There is a strong relationship between the average number of drinks consumed
per sitting and drinking problems. Past year drinkers who have experienced none of
these drinking experiences in the past year reported an average of 2.0 drinks per sitting.
Respondents who reported 1-2 of these past year drinking experiences reported an
average of 3.4 drinks per sitting. Respondents with three or more of these drinking

experiences in the past year reported an average of 5.8 drinks per sitting.

Drove After Drinking Too Much

Respondents who have driven in the past year, AND who consume alcohol
even occasionally, were asked: “In the past 12 months, have you ever driven a motor
vehicle when you thought you might have consumed too much alcohol to drive safely?
Nearly one in ten drivers who have consumed alcohol in the past year (9%) reported
driving in the past year when they thought they had too much to drink to drive safely.
Moreover, one in five persons (20%) who have driven within two hours of drinking in the
past year reported they have driven a motor vehicle when they thought they had con-
sumed too much alcohol 1o drive safely, within the past twelve months (Table 81, p. 124).

Although the question was only asked of respondents who have both driven and
consumed alcohol in the past year, the population proportions of self-reported alcohol
impaired driving can be estimated for the total driving age public. Approximately six
percant of the general public, aged 16 and clder have driven after drinking too much
alcohol to drive safely (in their opinion) in the past year (Table B2, p. 125).

Respondents who have not (in their judgment) driven after having too much
to drink in the past year (59% of the public) were asked: "Looking back, have you ever
driven & motor vehicle when you may have consumed too much alcohol o drive safely?
The majority (57%) reported having driven when they thought they had too much to drink

to drive safely in the past, aithough not the past year. This represents 77% of past year
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drinking drivers who have not driven when impaired in the past year (Table 83, p. 128).
These questions about past year and previous experience with alcohol impaired
driving were only asked of respondents who have driven and consumed alcohol in the
past year. As indicated earlier, 6% of the driving age general public reported having
driven after having too much to drink to drive safely in the past year. In addition, another
third (33%) of the driving age population had driven when alcohol impaired in the past,
but not the past year. In total, 39% of the driving age population admitted having driven
after drinking too much to drive safely at sorme point in their lives (Table B4, p. 127).
Respondents who admitted having driven after having too much to drink were
asked: "How long ago was thal (the most recent time)?* About 3% reported having done
so within the past month. Another 14% report having driven after drinking too much
during the past year, but not the past month. The majority of respondents who have
driven after drinking too much to drive safely (64%) said that it has been five or more

years since the most recent occasion (Table 85, p. 128).

Alcohol Related Crash Experience

The survey found that the public is familiar with the risks of alcohol related crash-
es on a very personal level. The national sample of persons aged 16 and clder were
asked: 'Have you ever known anyone who was involved in a molor vehicle accident
where a driver had consumed alcohol before the crash? Half (49%) of the respondents
reported knowing someone who had been involved in an alcohol related crash. The
proportion (55%) of respondents whao have driven after drinking in the past year who
have known someane involved in an alcohol related crash is only slightly higher than the
general public (Table 86, p. 129).

All respondents were asked: "Have you ever been involved in a motor vehicle
accident where a driver had consumed alcohol before the crash?” One out of ten (11%)
Americans reported that they have, personally, been involved in a motor vehicle accident
where a driver had consumed alcohol before the crash. Among respondents who have

driven after drinking in the past year, 16% repored having been personally involved in an
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alcohol related motor vehicle accident (Table 87, p. 130).

Respondents who have experienced an alcohol related crash were asked:
"Ware you a driver or a passenger in the motor vehicle accident?" Those who have been
involved in an alcohol related crash are about equally spiit between respondents who
wera driving (43%) and those who were passengers (51%) at the time. A small subset
(3%) have been involved in multiple accidents involving alcohol, sometimes as a driver
and sometimes as a passenger. And, 1% of those involved in alcohol related motor
vehicle accidents were pedestrians (Table B8, p. 131).

Consequently, the survey found that about one in twenty persons (5%) aged 16
and older have been a driver in a motor vehicle accident in which a driver had consumed
alcohol before the crash. 1The interview did not ascertain whether the respondent had

been the drinking driver on that occasion, or not.

Personal Experience with DW| Enforcement

All respondents were asked: "Have you ever been stopped by a police officer who
thought you may have been in violation of the laws against drinking and driving?" The
survey found that one out of six Americans (16%) reported having been stopped by a
police officer who thought they may have been in violation of the drinking and driving
laws. Among respondents who have driven within two hours of drinking in the past year,
28% report having been stopped by the police at some time in the past for possible viola-
tion of drinking and driving laws (Table 83, p. 132).

Respondents who have been stopped by the police in the past were asked:
‘Have you been stopped more than once for possible violation of drinking and driving
laws?" Most of those who have been stopped by police reported that it has only hap-
pened once (74%). Howewver, a quarter (25%) of respondents who have ever been
stopped for possible DUI violations reported that they have been stopped more than

e s s

p About one in seventeen persons (6%) aged 16 and older have been a8 passenger in @ mator vehicle
accident in which a driver had consumed alcohol before the crash
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once. Among the past year drinking drivers who have been stopped by police, 30%
reported having been stopped more than once (Table 80, p. 133).

Everyone who reported ever being stopped by police for possible viclation of
drinking and driving laws was asked: "Hawve you ever been convicted of driving while
intaxicated (DWI) or driving under the influence (DUI) of alcohol?" More than one out of
five (22%) of those who have been stopped by police reported that they have been
convicted of driving under the influence or driving while intoxicated. Nine percent re-
ported that they have been convicted for driving while intoxicated (DWI). Ten percent
reported that they have been conwvicted for driving under the influence (DUI). One
percent of those stopped by police reported that they have been convicted of both, while
2% were not sure of which they had been convicted (Table 91, p. 134). This represents
3.5% of the national sample of the population aged 16 and older, who reported being
convicted of driving while intoxicated or under the influence of alcohaol.

Respondents who have been convicted of DUI or DWI were asked: "How long
ago did that happen (the mast recent time)?" A third (33%) of those with previous
DWI1/DUI convictions reported that they had been convicted within the past four years,
although very few (3%) reported that it had happened within the past year. Another third
(32%) had been convicted within the past five to nine years. The remaining third (34%)
said that they had been convicted ten or more years ago (Table 92, p. 135).

Although only a small minarity of the driving age public reported having personally
been convicted of DUI/DWI violations, exposure to such convictions was much more
widespread. The total sample was asked: "Do you personally know anyone who has
been convicted of driving while intoxicated (DWI) or driving under the influence (DUI) of
alcohol?" Three out of five persons (82%) in the driving age public reported that they
personally know someone who has been canvicted of driving while intoxicated or driving
under the influence of alcohol. The proportion of past year drinking drivers who know
someone who has been convicted of DWI or DUI was somewhat higher (77%) than the
general public (Table 93, p. 136).
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Altitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 66

FREQUENCY OF DRIVING

(Base: All respondents)

& How often to you usually drive a car or other maotor vehicla? ‘Would you

say that you usually drive... 7

Soveral
Every Days
Urwesghted M Day Woak
TOTAL (4010} % 76 12
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yas (1116) % g1 7
Mo (1553]) % B1 14
TOTAL (16-64)
1983 aG2d] % 81 10
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (15-84)
1803 (1057) % 62 B
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 18583

TABLE &7
HOW LOMG SINGE LAST DROVE
(Base: Don't usually drive a motor vehicle)

Q1b.  How long has it been since you kast drove a car or other motor vehicle?

TOTAL
Unweighted N (285)
%
Within Past Year 14
1 ¥Year 9
2-5 Years 15
6-9 Years Fl
10 or Mare 14
Mever 43

Median a0

Maan B.O

8D 10.6

S.E 8

1140




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1953

TAEBLE 68
HOW MANY MILES DRIVEN LAST YEAR
(Basze: Past year drivers)

Q1c.  About how many miles did you drive a car or other motor vehicle in the past year?

DRIVEN WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Unweighted N (3762) {(1116) (1552)
% % %
Less Than 1000 & 3 7
1000-4550 13 8 14
S000-0500 13 11 15
1000:0-14884 21 21 23
1500:0-19859 12 19 12
20000-24999 8 " 8
25000 or More 15 22 13
Don't Know 9 3 a
Median 10000 15000 10000
Mean 14528 183498 14075
.0 17095 17308 163323

8.E. 293 530 435
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National Survey of Drinking and Driving Atliludes and Behavior: 1593

TABLE 69
USE OF SAFETY BELTS
(Base: All respondents)

2. How often do you use a salety belt while driving or riding in a motor vehicle...?

Most
Urwelghted N Always Times Sometimes

TOTAL (s010) % 69 14 8
HAVE DRIVEM WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (11168) % 59 17 12

No {1663) % 72 13 a8
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 (3624) % 67 15 9
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-B4)

1983 (1057) % 58 17 12
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Altiludes and Behavior, 1993

TABLE 70
USUAL DRINKING FREQUENCY
(Base: All respondents)
212a, How often did you usyally drink any alcohaolic

beverages, including beer, light beer, wing, wine coolers
of liquor? Would you say you usually drank alcoholic beverages...?

DRIVEN WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Unweighted N (4010) {1116) (1553)
B T %
Every Day 2 4 2
Mearly Every Day 2 4 1
3-4 Days a Week B 13 -
1-2 Days a Week 156 1 14
2-3 Days a Month 14 23 18
Once a Month 26 19 51
Mever Past Year 36 - B

Mote: * denoles perceniages less than .05%
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1953

TABLE 71
ANY DRINKING
(Base: Mever Drank in the last 12 months)

012b. Did you have any alcoholic beverages--even 1 beer or a glass of
champagne--in the past 12 months?

Linweightad M Yes Mo
TOTAL (1348) % a a0
TOTAL (16-64)
1993 (1131) % 10 80
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS

OF DRINKING (16-64)
1983 6) % 100 2
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Aftiludes and Behavigr, 1533

TABLE T2
TOTAL DRINKIMG FREQUENCY
[Baza; All respondents)

D12a  How often did you wsually drink any alcohalic
beverages, including beer, light beer, wine, wine coolers
or liquor? Would you say you usually drank alcohalic beverages...?
212b.  Did you have any alcoholic beverages--even 1 beer or a glass of
champagne-in the past 12 months?

DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINK

TOTAL YES NGO

Unweighted W (4010} (1116) (1553)

% % %

Every Day 2 1 2

Mearly Every Day 2 4 i

3-4 Days a Woek 5 13 5

1-2 Days a Week 15 36 14

2-3 Days a Month 14 23 19

Once a Month 26 19 &1

Any Alcoholic Beverages 3 1 B
Never Past Year 36
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National Survey of Drinking and Driving Allludes and Behavior, 1993

TABLE 73
COMSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL IN THE PAST 30 DAYS
[Basa: Had alcoholic beverages in the past 12 months)

213. How many days in the past 30 days have you consurmed any alcoholic beverages?

DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Unweighted M (2797) (1116) (1553)
% % %
Mone 27 10 .
1-2 31 24 35
35 16 23 1
62 8 14 4
10-14 7 1 4
15-19 4 7 2
20-24 4 5 3
25 or More 4 & 2
Madian 20 50 1.0
Maan 4.8 7.2 31
8.0 65 7.2 5.3
SE 1 2 1

e



National Survey of Drinking amd Driving Altiludes and Bahavior: 1083

TABLE T4

TYPE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE USUALLY CONSUMED

(Base: Had alcoholic beverage in the past 12 months)

Q14,  Whan you drink alcohollc beverages, which one of the following beverages

do you drink most often? Do you usually drink...?

Light
Uimweighted N Beer Beer
TOTAL (2797) % 29 20
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes {1116) % aa 25
Mo (1553] % 23 17
TOTAL (16-64)
1953 2613 % 31 21
DAIVEM WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-84)
1803 (1057 % 40 27

17

Wing

21

15

24

18

14

Wing
Coolars

10

Hard
Liguos

19

17

21

18

15




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1903

Q15.  About how many alcohalic beverages do you usually drink per sitting?

Less than ana

one

two

three

four

five

slx

Seven or More
Median
Mean
8.D.
SE

TABLE 75

NUMBER QOF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES PER SITTING

{(Base: Had alcoholic beverages in the past 12 months)

TOTAL
Unweighted N (2797)

i18

32

15

20

2.2

2.1

DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINK
YES MO
{(11186) (1553)
% %
1 5
23 44
as 30
21 1
B 5
3 2
5 2
4 2
2.0 20
27 19
23 1.7




Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attiiudes and Behavior, 1933

TABLE 7&
WHERE DRINKING USUALLY OCCURS
(Base: Had alcahalic beverages in the past 12 months)

218, When you drink alcoholic beverages, where do you usually drink?

DRIVEN WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Unweighted N (2ra7) (1116) (1553)
% % %
At Your Home 56 52 50
Other Peoples Homes 11 g 11
Bars or Taverns 13 18 10
Restaurants 12 14 13
Weddings 1 " 2
Partles 3 2 3
Cutdoors 1 1 1
Somewhera Else 1 2 1

Mote: * denotes percendages less than 05%.

159



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Bahavior! 1053

TABLE 77

EVER FELT THAT YOUR DRINKING SHOULD BE CUT DOWN

{Base: Had alcoholic beverage
in the past 12 months)

Q17a. Have you ever felt that you should cut down an your drinking?

Umweighted N Yes

TOTAL (2797) % 12
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes {1118} & 17

Mo {1553} % B
TOTAL (16-64)

1853 (2613) % 14
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)

1983 (1057) % 18

Mote: * denotes percentages less than .05%
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior, 1983

TABLE 7B
FELT GUILTY ABOUT DRINKING

(Base: Had alcohalic beverage
in the past 12 months)

C17c.  Hawve you ever fell bad or guilty about your drinking?

Mot
Unweighted N Yes Mo Sure
TOTAL (2797) % 7 93 .
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (1116} % 10 90 1
Mo (1553) % 4 o6 "
TOTAL {16-64)
1993 (2613) % 7 97 .
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-84)
1993 (1057} % 10 89 1

MWote: * denotes perceniages less than .05%
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attludes and Behavior: 1293

TABLE T8

EVER BEEM ANMNOYED BY CRITICIEM OF YOUR DRINKING

(Base: Had alcoholic beverage
Im the past 12 months)

Q17b. Have people annoyed you by crilicizing your drinking?

Lmaelghted N

TOTAL (2ra7)
HAVE DRIVEMN WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yas {1116)

No (1553)
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 (2613)

DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1543 {1057)

Mote: * denoles percentages less than 05%.
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1533

TABELE 80
DRINK FIRST THING IN THE MORNING

(Base: Had alcoholic beverage
Ini the past 12 maonths)

217d. Have you had a drink first thing In the morming to steady your nerves
ar get rid of a hangover?

Unwaighted N Yes No

TOTAL (2797} % 1 LA
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yos (1116} % 2 a8

[ [] {1553) Yo o 1040
TOTAL (16-64)

1883 {(2613) % 1 aa

DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
18943 (1057) % 2 ag

MNote: * denoctes percentages less than .05%
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1953

TABLE a1

DRIVEN WHEN THOUGHT YOU MAY HAVE
CONSUMED TOO MUCH ALCOHOL

(Base: Had alcohalic beverages in the past year
and past year driver)

O28a.  Inihe pasi 12 months, have you ever driven a molar vehicle when you
thicught you might have consumead oo much alcohol 1o drive safaly?

Urmweighted N Yes Mo

TOTAL [2683) % 9 a1
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes {1116) % 20 -]

Ma (1553) o, 1 ]
TOTAL [16-64)

1983 (2516) % 10 =
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-84)

1943 {1057} 8 22 77

Mote: * denoles percentages less than 0.5%.
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Atttudes and Behavior: 1533

TABLE 82

DRIVEN WHEN THOUGHT YOU MAY HAVE
CONSUMED TOO MUCH ALCOHOL

[Base: All respondents)

Q28a. Inthe past 12 months, have you ever driven a motor vehicle when you
thought you might have consumed too much alcohol to drive safely?

Unweighted M Yes Mo

TOTAL {4010) % G <11
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes (1116) o 20 79

Mo (1553) o 1 99
TOTAL (16-64)

1983 (3G24) 9% 7 83

DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1943 (1057) % 22 77

Mote: * denoles percentages less than 0.5%
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MWational Survey of Drinking and Driving Altiludes and Behavios: 1953

TABLE 83

EVER DRIVEN WHEN YOU THOUGHT YOU MAY
HAVE CONSUMED TOO MUCH ALCOHOL

(Base: Haven't driven when thought might
have consumed oo much alcahol)

Qz28b. Looking back, have you ever driven a mator vehicle when you may have
cansumed too much alcahol to drive safely?

Umwaighted M Yes Mo

TOTAL {16-54) [2380) %o 5T 41
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yos (&349) % T 22

Mo [1527) % 45 52
TOTAL (16-64)

1983 [2214) % 54 39

DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1993 (Ta1) % Ta 21

Mote: * denotes paercentages less than 0.5%,
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Matlonal Survey of Drinking and Driving Altitudes and Behavior. 1993

TABLE B4

EVER DRIVEN WHEN YOU THOUGHT YOU MAY
HAVE CONSUMED TOO MUCH ALCOHOL

(Base: All respondents)

Q2Ba. Inthe past 12 months, have you ever driven a mator vehicle whan you
thought you might heve had too much alcohol 10 drive safely?

G2eh.  Looking back, have you ever driven a motor vehicle when you may have
consumed toa much alcohol 1o drive safely?

TOTAL

Unweighted N {4010}

Past Year % B
More than one Year Ago %% a3
Maver % B1




Mational Survey ol Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1893

TABLE B5
HOW LONG AGO SINCE DROVE WHEN YOU THOUGHT YOU SHOULD NOT
{Base: Have driven when might/may have consumed too much alcohaol)

O28c1. How long ago was thal {ihe most recent tme)?

DRIVEN WITHIN

2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Urwelghted N (1669) {321) (740)
Ta %% %
Within Past Waak 1 i b
Within Past Month 2 3 .
Within Past Year 14 23 4
1-2 Years 8 1] [
3-4 Years 10 a 12
5 or More B4 53 TE
Mot Sura 1 2 2

Mote: * denoles percentages less than 0.5%.
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior, 1953

TABLE B6
EVER KNOWN SOMECQNE IN AN ALCOHOL RELATED ACCIDENT
{Base: All Respondents)

053  Have you ever known someone who was invalved in 8 motor vehicle accident where a
driver had consumed alcoho! belore the crash?

Mot
Urnwaighted M Yes i a] Sure
TOTAL (4010) % 49 50 1
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yeos (1116) o 55 43 2
] [1553) % 49 &0 1
TOTAL (16-64)
1993 (3624) % 54 a5 1
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING [16-64)
1923 {1057} % 58 40 2



Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE BY

EVER BEEN INVOLVED IN AN ALCOHOL RELATED ACCIDENT

O54a. Have you ever been Involved in @ motor vehicle accident where a driver

had consumed alcohod before the crash?

UIT'AIEithEd M

TOTAL (4010)
HAVE DRIVEM WITHIMN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes :1 1 'IE:|

Mo (1553)
TOTAL (16-64)

1983 (3624}
DRIVEM WITHIM 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING i16-64)

19093 I:‘I D‘ﬁ?:l

Note; * denoles percentages less than 0.5%.

# #
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Mational Sursey of Drinking and Criving Atlitudes and Behawvior: 1933

TABLE 88
DRIVER OR PASSEMNGER IN ACCIDENT

(Base: Have been imvoived in an accident
where a driver had conaumed alcohol)

Q54b, Were you a driver or a pagsenger in the motor vehicle accident?

Urrweighted N Driver Passenger Baoth  Pedestrian

TOTAL (473) % 43 51
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yes [186) % 46 48

Mo (166) % 34 B1
TOTAL (16-64)

1993 (462) % 43 51
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING {16-64)

1893 (181) % 47 46

Mote: * denoles percentages less than 0.5%.
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Attiludes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 89
EVER BEEM STOPPED BY POLICE FOR SUSPICION
(Base: All Respondenis)

Q48a.  Hawve you ever been stopped by a police olficer who thought you may have
been in violation of the laws against drinking and driving?

Mot
Unweighted N Yes Ma Sura
TOTAL [4010) % 16 B4 u
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (1116) %% 28 72
Mo (1553) % 13 87
TOTAL {16-64)
1903 [3624) % 18 B .
DRIVEM WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRIMNKING [16-64)
1993 (1057} 9% 22 77 »

Maote: * denoles percentages less than 0.5%.
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National Survey of Drinking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior: 1933

TABLE 90
BEEMN STOPPED MORE THAMN ONCE FOR SUSPICION OF DAUNK DRIVING
(Base: Have been stopped by a police oficer)

Q48b. Have you beon stopped more than once for possible violation of drinking

and driving laws?
Mat
Linweaighted M Yes 4] Sure
TOTAL {711) % 25 T4 1
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yes (a28) % 30 70 '
Mo (231} 4% 21 78 1
TOTAL (16-64)
1893 (G54 B 26 3 1
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1943 (321} B 30 L -

Mote: * denotes percentages less than 0.5%
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Mational Survey of Dnnking and Driving Attitudes and Behavior 1993

TABLE o1

EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF VIOLATING DRINKING AND DRIVING LAWS

(Basze: Have been stopped by a police officer)
248c, Have you ever been convicted of driving while intowicated (DWI) or

driving under the influence (D) of alcohaol?

Unweighted N

TOTAL {711)
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIM
2 HOURS OF DRINKING

Yas {328)

Mo {Z31)
TOTAL {1654}

1993 (694}

DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1883 (321}

Yisg
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Mational Survey af Drinking and Driving Altitudes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE a2
HOW LONG AGO SINCE CONVICTION
(Base; Have been convicted of DWI or DU

Q48d. How long ago did that happen (the most recent time)?

DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINK
TOTAL YES NO
Unwelghted N (1568) (75) (48)
% % %
Within Past Year 3 5 4
1-2 Years 14 16 8
3-4 Years 16 16 20
53 Years J2 38 ai
10 or More 3 24 ar
Median 6.0 50 &0
hMean B4 6.7 8.3
5.D. 6.5 52 7.6
S.E. 5 & 1.1
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Mational Survey of Drinking and Driving Anfludes and Behavior: 1993

TABLE 53
KNOW SOMEONE CONVICTED OF VIOLATING DRINKING AND DRIVING LAWS
(Base: All Respondents)

248, Do vou personally know anyvone who has been comvicted of driving while
intoxicated [DWI) or driving under the inllusnce ([DUI} of alcohol?

Mot
Urnweighted M Yes Mo Sure
TOTAL (4010) % 62 ar 1
HAVE DRIVEN WITHIN
2 HOURS OF DRINKING
Yos (11186) % il 22 1
Mo (1553) % 63 v 1
TOTAL (16-64)
1993 {a624) % 68 a2 -
DRIVEN WITHIN 2 HOURS
OF DRINKING (16-64)
1983 [1057) % 80 19 *

MWote: * denates percentages less than 0.5%
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VI. CONTINUITY AND CHANGE IN ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR: 1991-1993

As described in the intraduction, the majority of the survey questions for the 1993
survey were drawn from the 1891 survey, The sample design and data collection
methodologies for the two surveys were also generally equivalent. The principal
difference between the two surveys was that the study population for the 1891 survey
was limited to those 16-64 years, while the 1993 survey covered the general public aged
16 and older. The purpose of this chapter is to describe the extent and pattern of
changes in the attitudes and behavior of the American public related to drinking and
driving between 1991 and 1993 by restricting comparison of the findings of the two
surveys to the same age group, those 16 to B4 years old. Data comparing 1981 and

1883 are presented on every question the two surveys have in common.

Comparison of Sample Estimates between Surveys

The comparison of sample estimates between the 1991 survey and the 1993
survey, as mentioned above, i1s restricted to the population aged 16-64, which was
represented in both surveys. Both samples were weighted to their respective population
parameters to correct for disproportionate sampling and any non-participation bias. The
sample weights, however, were designed so that the size of the weighted sample was
the same as the unweighted sample.

Comparisons between the two surveys have been avoided when major
differences in question wording or recording procedures exist. However, in the 1993
survey a modifying phrase “within two hours of drinking” was substituted for the more
indefinite phrase "after drinking® used in cerain questions in the 1991 survey. All
differences in question wording in comparisons between the two surveys are identified in
the reference tables.

A statistical test of independence (chi sguare) has been conducted for the
comparisons presented in the following chapter. These tests have been conducted on

the weighted sample estimates, since they represented unbiased estimates of the
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population characteristics. Since the weighted sample is equivalent to the unweighted
sample size, the weighting procedure should not affect the statistical test in any
substantial degree.

The Pearson chi square test has been used to test the independence of the
estimates between the two surveys. We have treated “not sure” and “refused" as missing
values for the purpose of these calculations. The significance level of the chi square is
presented in the table. The common practice is to treat any difference that is significant
at the .05 level as a "statistically significant” difference. This means that the difference
between the two sample estimates is greater than would be expected as a result of
sampling variance for two independent sampies of the same population. Hence, such a
difference would reflect a "real” difference or change in the population.

In the case of open ended questions which permitted multiple responses, each
response has been treated as a "dummy” or dichotomous variable. These responses
were tested individually.

It should be noted that given the sizes of the two samples, most differences
between sample estimates of more than one or two percentage points will be statistically
significant. This means that observed differences are unlikely to be the result of sample

fluctuation.

Comparison of Samples

Population estimates based on sample surveys are subject to sample variability or
sampling error. In addition, survey estimates may also be subject to other sources of
error, including coverage error (e.g., non-telephone households are excluded from the
sampling frame), non-response error (e.g., & non-random subset of selected
respondents refuse to participate in the survey), and interviewing error (e.q., interviewer
effects on survey response), among others. Although non-sampling errors are a
source of concern in all survey estimates, there |s particular concern when comparng
estimates from different surveys because the nature, direction and size of these error

companents could be different.
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A comparison of the demographic characteristics of the two samples provides a
starting-point for evaluating the comparability of findings between the two surveys. If
there were significant differences in the socio-demographic characteristics of the two
samples, this would raise questions about the comparability of sampling procedures
between the two surveys. Although demographic differences would not be expected
between the two samples, changes in population behavior might have occurred between
1891 and 1993. The areas of behavior which would be most likely to impact upon at-
titudes toward drinking and driving would be those related to drinking and driving.
Hence, a comparison of the characteristics of the two samples is also made in these

areas.

General Characteristics
Both the 1991 and 1993 surveys were weighted to population parameters for age

and gender. This weighting was designed to correct for oversampling of the youngest
age group in the 1893 survey and non-participation biases associated with age and
gender. Slight differences in the age distribution between the 1991 and 1993 samples
reflect