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FEPORT OF THE CIVIL AERQITAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aircraft
During a Cross-ceuntry Charter Flight

in accidert which occurred approximately 13 miles north of Pardee,
"1mzinia, about 2 L5 p.m. on September 14, 18L3, resulted in fatal injuries
to F1lot Relph Fugo Barrv and a S-week old babv, and serious injuries to the
wmfent's mother, Mrs. Berthe N, Welch. Barry held a commercial pilot certif-
rcate with single-engine land, 0-455 h.p., and flight instructor ratings.
He hed flown aprroximately 2810 solo hours, of which 2250 were in the tvpe
airplane invelved. The sireraft, a Culver LFA, KC 24799, owned by the pilot,
was destroyed by impsct and fire.

Filot Barry secured clearance for a cross-country charter flight from
frdersen, Scuth Carolina to Port Columbus, Chie arnd, accorpanied by Mrs,
Welch ond her infant son, took off about 12:%C p.m. The weather at Anderson
wes suitable fer contact flight but as the flight =pproached the Virginia
mountains about 1%" houars later, rair ana low-hanging clouds mere encountered,
Witnesses at Dunbar, Virginia, approxinately 167 miles from Anderson, on a
direet route to Columbus, observed the plane headed east at zn altitude of
ebout 500 feet, snd watched 1t return, passing over the town headed rorth some
20 minutes later at an altituce of ocpproximately 200 feet., According to
Mrs. “ieleh, visibility wes very b.c and the pilot was flying up and down the
velleys, fellowing railroad trecks, secrchang for o w.y to get over the moun-
tams without climbing into the overczst. “ithen they reachec the end of & spur
line et the head of o verv n~rrow valley ne-r Pardee, the pilot, -tterpting a
steep 180° turn to the right, excl:imad, "lle are going to crash.”™ The right
wing struek o tall trec on the mountairside abeut %00 feet below the ridge and
the plane nosed over on 1c¢g back. It came to rest on an abandoned coal mine
tramwe r, “nd burst into flames., Mrs, Velch unoucklea her safetv belt ard
escaped from the vreckage. She was badlv burnea in her unsuccessful .ittempt
fo ertricats the other cccounants.

On the day prior te this accident, Krs. MWeleh caolled FPilet 3arry to
Arderson, for the purpose of flying her ard her boby back to Saginaw, Michigan.
The p1lot chocked the weather for several stations along his route and ob-
teumed wind <loft reports from Spartanburg snd Atlenta, He did not request a
weather foreecst, nor did he file o flight plan., Zltheugh weather reports on
this route, irdividuzlly, were not particul-rly unfavorzble, they did indi-
cate 217 colder air at Hurtington, W,Va,, on the west side of the mountains,
than at Andersom on tne e.st. This, coupled with a vind shift of around 180°,
should h~ve werned the piict of & cold front with poor flying conditions ever
the mountains on his interded route. The aircroft w-s not equipped for
wstrument flignt and the pilot did not hold an instrument ratings.

Although the planning of this flight was faulty, the zecident 1tself was
dus to the pilot's poor judgment 1m continuing cont-.ct flight into instrument
weather over mountainous terrain,
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