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The designation of ihﬁ Interstate Righway System {s an
important aotion prouml_.ulry to an effialent further devalopment
of the country's highway plant. It records an sgresmens upon those
continuously sonnested routes which, within ths smallest compasa of
nileage, are capabls of aontribusing most %0 the national aggregate
of tranaportation service.

Constituting, in theiy intercity seasions, 1ittle mors then
one percent of the total of rural road milenge, the designated
routes will serve an sstimated 20 percent of all yural highvay usage.
They join by direct lines all of our 92 citles of 100,000 population
and more{ and interconneat with these largest oities and each ather
90 of the 107 cities in the population olaes between 50 and 100
thousand. In thelr pusuga'bqwun citles they traverss aounties
which yield nearly half of our sgricultural production. They
inolude the most important routes of the strategic highway notwork,
and are therefore of utmost value from the viewpoint of national
seanrity.

With substansial acouracy it can be sajd that no other group
of sifilarly conneobed and continuous routes of like sxtent or of
graater or Iosair extent would supply a higher per-mile average of

traffic service.



&iah-a syatem obviously muat-be aosounted 9; n‘gmni;ora gront
importance in relation 4o $he remainder of the highway network,
deserving of high aonndmuim and reasonable prqﬁr.m 1in: all
plans for the moderanization of highway facilitien.

It doea not in the lesst derogets from thie high appraisal of
the worth and-s.mportﬁnao of the Intersgate Systen So say that
proposals for setting it apart from other seations of the prisary
highway systenm for prior and exolusive development with sarmarked
funds could not fatl to result in some inefficiensy of application
of available finanoial means. The existing roads how constitusing
sectione of the designated routes, -theng!; together .tha:r form a
asontinuous systex of highest importance, are not inveriably in
their several areas the most ussful of all routes in those aress.
Nor are the individual sections of the system in theiy present siate
invarishly less adequately improved in relstion to the needs of
their traffic than other roads in their respective areas.

Sound employment of availadle highw Tavanues, tharofen.
would not bde aoeouplhhed by expenditure norving to raise from a
high to the highest level of funetional adequacy & seotion of the
Interstate System Af, by resson of such experdituras Snothor rond
of squal or greater traffiac uesfulness in the saue area wers denisd:
the msans for its improvement from a lov %o an squally warranted

highutilnnl of functional adaquaoy.



fhe pares of our highway systes him been previcusly improved
at many times within a poriod of thirty years or more. Fhevre is a
ressonably ﬁhto& saquensial tueliness of their fursher improve-
ment which the raet'ot their existénce inside or outside of the
Interstate System may alter in some degres, tutd not unduly.

The 4rue sigrifiounae of the desiguation of Wnis system and
the desirable manner of 1%s further isprovewent cannot, I belisva,
bs better demcrided than in the words of the Hational Interregional
Highwny' Committes in reference %o the similar system b propﬁded.

" Those words vere! | |

"The Committes Believes it would be & mistake to
regard the interregional system as an objeot of exalueive
nttention, even by she Federal Gmmont. or t0 &one
centrate upon it all or a disproporsionate part of any effort and
funds thet may be applied to highway iupﬁumnt. The
Faderal Government has substantial intersasts in many
other roads and possidbly other city arteries. Its assiet-
ance should nod bYe confined %o the youtes inocludsd in she -
reconnenied limited systex.

“Yeversheless 4% is important, Yoth loeslly and
nationally, %o recognize this recommended system and the
routes that comprise 1% for vhas thay are - as $hat
systenm and thoes routsa which bhest and most dtreolrly Join
region vith region and mejor ocity with major city.



4nd with such recognition, Lt 1o desiradle, in all
Pederal, State, and loeal hig!ﬁm improvement programs,
to give to this system and tc thewse routes, promptness
a‘nd'preferonoaﬁ of abtention, consietoncy of plan, and &
layge shars of availedle #inancial moons. - This will be
naceassary £or 1ts'prch-ouivp and balanced improvement
at a rate sufficient $o halt the present obaoleenanf
trend of constituent routes and to substitute a reasonably

rapid movement toward complete adequesy.®
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P2 L apri 29, 1948

Mr. Arthur 0. Butler, Director
Hational Bighway Users Oonference
Hational Frees Bullding, Boom 938
Washington L, D, &.
Dear Sr. Butlers:
Bnolosed &8 @ copy of the statement I have prepared for
presentation at th_é panel session next weel,

Very truly yours,

H. 8. Tairdank, Deputy Gommissloner
Public Roads Administration

Enclosure

HSP:REE
cc ~ Hr. Fairbank
Pilesn
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