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the designation of the Interstate Highway System is an 

Important notion preliminary to an efficient farther dtvelopnent 

of the country's highway plant. I t records an agreeaent upon those 

continuously connected routes which, within the smallest coapass ef 

mileage, are capable of contributing nost to the national aggregate 

of transportation service. 

Constituting, la their intercity seetlons, l i t t l e aoro than 

one percent of the total of rural road mileage, the designated 

routes wi l l serve an estlsmted SO pereent of a l l rural highway usage. 

They join by direct lines a l l of our 92 oltlee of 100,000 population 

and noret and Interconnect with these largest c i t ies and each other 

90 of the 107 el ties la the population class between $0 and 100 

thousand. In their passage between c i t i es they traverse counties 

which yield nearly half of our agricultural production. They 

include the most Important routes of the strategic highway network, 

and are therefore of utmost value fron the viewpoint of national 

security. 

With substantial accuracy i t can be said that no other group 

of similarly connectsd and continuous routes of l ike extent or of 

greater or lesser extent eould supply a higher per-aile average of 

traffic service. 
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Such a system obviously smutb« accounted a- segaeat of great 

importance ia relation to taa rsaainder of tho highway network, 

deserving of high consideration and reasonable preference in a l l 

plans for the modernization of highway fac i l i t i e s . 

Zt does not in the least derogate from this high appraisal of 

the worth and importance of the Interstate Systen to say that 

proposals for setting i t apart froa ether ssetloas of the primary 

highway system for prior and exclusive development with earmarked 

funds could not f a i l to result In tone Inefficiency ef application 

of available financial means. She existing roads now constituting 

sections of the designated routes, though together they for* a 

continuous systen of highest importance, are not invariably in 

their several areas the nest useful ef a l l routes in those areas. 

Nor are the individual sections of the system in their present state 

Invariably less adequately improved la relation to the needs of 

their traff ie than other roade ia their respective areas. 

Sound employment ef available highway revenues, therefore, 

would net be accomplished by expenditure serving to raise froa a 

high to the highest level ef functional adequacy a seetion of the 

Interstate Systeo If , by reason of such expenditure another road 

of equal or greater traff io usefulness in the tame area were denied 

the aeans fer i t s Improvement froa a lew to an equally warranted 

highest level ef functional adequacy* 



The parte of our highway eye tea have been previously improved 

at many times within a period of thirty years or more. Shore i s a 

reasonably related sequential timeliness of their further laprove-

aent which the fast of their existence inside or otitslde of the 

Interstate System nay alter la teas degree, but not unduly. 

The true slgaifioanee of the designation of this system and 

the desirable aanner of i t s further improvement cannot, I believe, 

be hotter described than in the words of the Sational Interregional 

Highway Coaalttee la referenoe to the similar system I t proposed. 

Those words worst 

"The Committee believes i t would he a alstake to 

regard the interregional •ystea as an objeot of exclusive 

attention, even by the federal Government, or to con­

centrate upon i t a l l or a disproportionate part of any effort and 

funds that may be applied to highway Improvement* The 

Federal Oovernaeat has substantial Interests In aany 

other roads and possibly other city arteries. Xts ass i s t ­

ance should not be confined to the routes included in the 

reoomasnded Halted system. 

"Nevertheless I t i s important, both locally and 

nationally, to recognise this recommended systea and the 

routes that ooaprlse i t for what they are • as that 

systea and those routes which best and aost directly Join 

region with region and major c i ty with major city. 



"And with such recognition, i t is desirable, in al l 

federal, State, and local highway iaproveaent protasis, 

to giro to thla system and to these routes, prosrptnsss 

and preference of attention, consistency of plan, and a 

large share of available financial moans. This will be 

necessary for Its progressive and balanced improvement 

at a rate sufficient to halt the present obsolescent 

trend of constituent routes and to substitute a reasonably 

rapid movement toward complete adequacy." 
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Hr. Arthur 0 . Su t l er , Director 
National Highway tfsers Conference 
Rational f r e e s Bui ld ing , Soon 938 
Washington h, S . 0 . 

Bear Mr. Butlers 

Sbolosed i e a copy of the statement I have prepared f o r 

presentat ion at the panel eeeeloa next week. 

Very tru ly yours . 

H. S. Fairbank, Deputy Conalosloner 
Public Bonds Administration 

Enclosure 

HSFtRBE 
c c - Mr. Fairbank 

Files 
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