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Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Convention: I am glad- to 

nceet with the members of this Association again. It is one :of the 

\ old established Associations that has consistently stood for sound 

^policies in the development of the road program of the United States-

It has been especially interested in the development of the materials, 

I machines and implements and the equipment necessary for the efficient 
|and economical construction of the highways, embracing, if you please, 

**a very practical mater ia.3 side of the highway development program in 

..-.-which, I presume, this country has made a far greater advance than 

any other country in the world. The problem today is largely concerned 

with finances,,and as I see the present situation, vre shall be-more and;--, 

more concerned with the financial side of highway improvement work, 

I am not going tc read a long paper to you this morning. I am not 

even goirg to assert that seme of the principles which I £>ring before: 

you are those that are going to be adopted imrr.ediately, but it seems :.. 

to me that certain indications which we have at the present tame are-

light straws which point the way the wind is blowing. 

Advancement Not Dae to Any One Agency* 

'The great advance that has been made in highway developnerffc, 

within the past few years, contrary to what your Chairman-has said, 

is not cxkedly the:- work of any single agency, I' feel that the: -states 
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ana the federal Government have developed a fine spirit of cooperation 

in dealing with this "big task, and I am convinced that a similar spirit 

of cooperation rmx'-t extend all through the industry associated with 

highway leveloprent, so that we may all be brought into close relation, 

not only the states ar.d the Federal Government, hut also the contractors, 

the men who furnish raaterials, and, most important of all, in my judgsiaent* 

that element to which we are all responsible, the public - the tax payers 

who provide the funds with vhich the states, and you who are representa­

tives of material cr contractors' interests, must work. After all it 

dees not make any difference how good a theory we are working under; it 

makes no difference how well we are doing or think we are doing our work, 

ana it does not xahe very much difference how closely we harmonise 

the efforts of the states and federal G-owmment or that combined 

agency and the contracting agency, - unless we have the Public with us 

in that combination we shall fail; because, after all, the public 

furnishes the where-with-all fcr the continuance of this program. - V*-: 
must loch to it for the means wherewith, to extend our efforts, and In 

order to insure the continued support for which we hope, "we ffloat'. see-- < r\, 
that the Public benefits in a rcore than just measure from oar efforts: 

and our expenditures* 

January, of all the months, is dedicated to the inventory, 

the analysis of profit and loss, the casting up of accounts. It is-, 

not so imich a custom as a necessity- Private business could not 

succeed long without striking a balance sheet to govern the,qcaad»c%. o£.;.:-/-;. •;' 

its operations, lhat it is the will of the people that governmental1 :r ; 

activities and their attendant expenditures must bs able to- stsusft u$>'. 



•under heen scrutiny, and that each on© mast justify itself or "be 

eliminated or materially reduced, is strikingly shc^n -by the strength 

of tbe support from the public for the Gadget plan adopted to control the 

financial affairs of the Federal Government. A balance sheet has been; 

set up which adjusts the outgo to the iriccne. further the proportions 

of the income to be devoted to the several purposes have been and are 

being carefully weighed in a cornparative sense to adjust them as fairly 

as may be possible to each other. 

!The peaand for Sconsmy. 

There is the universal demand for economy which niust be met. -

There is the insistent deiuand for the lowering cf taxes which must be ; 

heeded. The saxrs demands are made upon the local, state and Federal 

Governments, On the other hand, there is the unesploystsnt situation, 

and the period of international competition ahead, and -which we must: 

prepare for, I believe it is not necessary to dwell on that particular 

feature- I think\*e all see that this intense war debt wnich. fb© four; :; 

nations have accmulated and which must be paid back to this "country, ••• 

cannot be paid back in money but :aust be paid in goods, and, if you 

please, in cheap labor. Anl for that reason, I say that we are facing 

a competitive period, industrially, such as we have not seen heretofore. 

And then there is the need for internal improve sent 9 *faich results-

fron the fact that we have held'back since l°l4, when war was first-

started abroad; in the performance of needed works of" internal improve-" : 

saent-e - works needed not only in the rural districts but in the large . 

cities and in the sisal 1 cities alike. Seeded buildings of all characters^ 

street Improvement* in the municipalities; public works suck, as mter •-



supply and sewerage; all these we have held back practically since 13lkt 

and it was only in the latter part of 1919 that they *3ers released in a 

great flood. 

T7e have, of course, as en -ncaking a little progress for tixe past .. 

two years, particularly in ths building of hiztovays; but it aeems to ae 

that the si ovation we now* face derands the greatest wisdom, foresight 

and leadership, if v*e are tc proceed along those lines which will avoid 

the peaks and the depressions cf which, I believe, we have all had an 

ample sufficiency. I do not believe we wish tc go yuite so high or 

come ^uite so low as we have in the wave of the past several years. 

As to the highway outlook, which is the subject of î y paper, it is not 

determined by any narrow or limited consideration, but by all the 

bread social and economic relationships with which the highways 

have intimate contact. iVe need tc establish a highway balance sheet, 

national in extent, on vv.ich v& nay set up, on one side; 1. The" funds 

available; 2.- 'Dhe economic situation; 3' rrices and costs for highway 

improvements. On the other side: 1, The deferred highway improvements; 

2- Ihe returns- frcra hi;hvjay investments; 3- £b® need of -aniversal easy 

and cheap transportation facilities. 

The Funis That Are Available 

You see we have balanced on one side rather definitely deteitcinate 

features, and against- then what we cay call the imponderables; that is, 

certain elements which we have a cr^at difficulty in reasurin^, and 

in fact- have only within the past year cr sc baer. able to measure 

definitely, at least in a relative degree. Ifow as to ths funds available; 

If we go back to 19<& we firu we were then ezpe:idinT about $59,000,000 
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per annum.. In ten year? - that is, in 191-*, jts t prior to the war, 

v/e increased that expenditure to a b m t $2^0,XO,000- By 1%8 we had . 

increased it to $286 ,000,000, but during that time the value of the 

dollar had diminished so rapidly and so greatly that the $286,000,000, -. 

would pay for only about 20 per cent more construction and maintenance 

than the $ . 120 ,000 ,000 , which was available in 1910. In 1920 we 

advanced still further tc an expenditure of $500,GOO,000 and in 1321 

we spent about $600 ,000,000. Our estimates of the arc cunt of money 

available for 1922 are as high as $720,000,000, but that, it seems 'to -

me, is a theoretical total because of the fact that it is subject to 

certain limitations and conditions. It may te affected particularly 

by pic-lic opinion; it is a total which may be reduced by changes in 

local sentiment; but, happily, we are bringing the dollar up toward 

its normal value so that v;e will be able to get along just as. well 

on smaller resources. If, therefore, we figure our program this year 

on the basis of the actual expenditures last year, I think we will be 

on the safe side, particularly in so far as the purchasing-power is 

concerned; by which I mean that we ought- to be able, with the same 

amount of money, to accomplish much acre this ye art 7he -sources of • 

these revenues last year, as near2y as >ve .can arrive at them, are as 

follows: ircan motor vehicle revenues, (not from their taxation as 

property, but fros license fees, 95 cent of which go into the 

highway funds) 19 per cent; from state road bonds, ? per cent; local 

road bonds, 33 per sent; state taxes and appropriations, 12 per centf: 

federal aid, 14 per cent; county, township, district taxes a m assessments, 

1^ per cent- ft© have, then, for last year, ana we as suae that we can. 

carry forward the sazae relative r*tio, out of state ail and ^ d e r a l aid 



cne t h i r d of. tho c o s t of our t o t a l r o a d bill - 33 p e r cent; from l c c a l 

b o n d s , 33 p e r c e r t ; from s t a t e road b o n d s , 7 p e r c e n t ; from s t a t e and • 

l c c a l t a x e s , 2b p e r cent. Our estimated construction l a s t y e a r was 

¥ ^ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ; e s t i m a t e - l m a i n t e n a n c e , $180 ,000 ,000 ; ' a t c t a l e x p e n d i t u r e 

of $6oo,oco,coe. 

"i.Q._PecrecJ,s3s i n f e d e r a l a n d S t a t e A id 

I l a a v s i t t o your i m a g i n a t i o n to f o r e c a s t what changes there 

w i l l be i n t hose s o u r c e s , and i n t h e amounts derived from them. V7e 

Icncw t h e r e w i l l be no d e c r e a s e i n federal a i d , b e c a u s e the moneys a r e 

a l r e a d y p r o v i d e d . The sa-.e i s true o f s t a t e a i d , so t h a t t he 33 per cent 

from t h e s e s o u r c e s i s p r a c t i c a l l y a s s u r e d . I ass-ume with reference to 

t he l o c a l b c r u s which a c c o u n t f o r a n o t h e r 33 per c e n t of l a s t year's." 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , t h a t a u t h o r i t y exists f o r t h e i r issuance which may-or 

may n o t b e e x e r c i s e d , and I b e l i e v e there i s a p o s s i b i l i t y cf a decrease.-.-'-', 

frcm t h i s s c u r e s by f a i l u r e t o i s s u e t h e b e n d s . 3he s t a t e road b o n d s , 

I t h i n k , w i l l n o t be d e c r e a s e d and p r o b a b l y w i l l be a c t u a l l y i n c r e a s e d - - , • 

i n p e r c e n t a g e . As t o the s t a t e and l o c a l t a x e s , t hose of course-were ' 

l e v i e d f o r t h i s y e a r , b u t we will go i n t o the t a x l e v y i n g p e r i o d for" •; 

n e x t y e a r w n i l e we a r e s t i l l i n t h i s d a r k e n e d or oer>er p e r i o d , and 

i t i s my e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t n e x t y e a r w i l l s e e a decrease i n the g e n e r a l 

t a x i t e m s . 

L e t us see a b o u t t h e economic s i t u a t i o n . Very b r i e f l y , a g r i c u l t u r e , 

or t h e f a r m , f u r n i s h e s 40 pe r c e n t of our e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n . I t . f u r n i s h e s . 

n o r m a l l y ui-ore t h a n Uo p e r c e n t of our b u y i n g power i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 

As y o u hnc-r, we a r e g o i n j t h r o u g h a s e v e r e a g r i c u l t u r a l d e p r e s s i o n . - It 

seems to a e t h a t the su . te r : . en t t h a t was made r e c e n t l y by t h e S e c r e t a r y " 

of A g r i c u l t u r e ought t c p i c t u r e f o r you t he r e a s o n f o r the a t t i t u d e o f " 



the public, particularly in the agricultural districts. If prices now 

received, by farmers for their crops were s'-ic'n as prevailed in-1519 "... 

and in the earlier part- of 1520, they could pay increased rates without 

inconvenier.ee, 'cut farmers ars not receiving such prices. In Iowa, 

for example, the farriers are receiving for tneir corn a price equal to . 

hut 65 per cent of the pre-war normal; for their oats, but 6l per cent 

of the pre-war normal; for their cattle and hogs, seme what less than 

the pre-war normal. They are paying for labor 132 per cent of the 

pare-war normal; they are paying rent on land values i60 jser cent of :tlx© -

pre-war normal, and even since the late reductions are paying freight rates 

I5G per cent of the pre -war normal. In ether words, w e have ho per cent . 

cf the population in the country, representing more than hO per cent of ; 

the buying power of the country, finding a spread of from oC to 70 per 

cent between what they are receiving for the products which they have to _ 

sell and those things which they have to buy. • Practically everytHirig. 

the farmer buys is well above the pr^-war normal at the point of pro­

duction, and to those higher prices naxst be added the higher freight > 

rates to the farras. 

Agricultural Situation is Serious.' 

It is this condition which rradas the present state of agriculture;' 

so serious-. In tiroes past V*B have seen lower prices fcr farm crops, .\-

but- in those times the cost of things the farmers bought was l?a in' 

proportion. The trouble nov; is that, wuereas the prices the farmer- - • 

receives for nis crops are Icwer than before the w a r t h e ;;rice-s be jSfifc;''/'". 

for the things, he needs are from 25 to 75 per cent above the pr©-«ar';v. 

prices, hence the purchasing power.of the ssagor iffera crops is protsabl^' 
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lower than a t any t ime incur h i s t o r y , and this has v e r y much to ,doi:,'-

with the nation-wide industrial and business depression. • So much f o r 

the economic situation with reference to agriculture- - And tha t same 

condition, as I have said and as YOU men know, i s largely r e f l e c t e d ^ ; : r^V-

throughout i m u s t r y . The situation will not be greatly improved unless;;:; 

we can find a way to reduce that spread between what the farmer produces 

and what he has to buy. One of the tnings he has to buy, and t h e one 

thing in which we are most interested is highways, which l e a d s me to a 

review of the trend of th3 prices and c o s t s o f highway improvement* 

I am not trying to state a general average, because that is/."-

unfair, but the fall and winter let t i n g s reflect that those "items' of 

work which are largely represented by the labor of men and teams have; v 

gone down practically to the pre-war level in price; i n « a n e : - c a s e » f : / 

perhaps they are still above that level, but n o t u n f a i r l y . a b o v e it*.-. / 

In ether words, wherever the larger part of the c o s t i s made u p of" the> ; 

wages of labor of men and teams, we are buying as c h e a p l y , perhaps 

even icore cheaply, then we should, and there should be no h e s i t a n c y i n 

going ahead to let contracts to the extent of our a b i l i t y , ftfe 

of that character. That would include the grading work. I t would i n ­

clude all forms of work of the lower - c o s t type, where such road types w i l l 

suffice for the purpose. It would a l s o include the l a y i n g of the £punda-

tions or the fundamental work of road• improvement for tfce- bj^^r''t^^«t 

of pavement. Bat the prices fcr certain classes -of ̂ terial$;and;:^rei^^^ 

rates have not tahen their fair cut along with labor. It i s up to the. 

road contractors of the country to see that their overhead and their 

profits are figured on a reasonable basis comparable w i th the exfc t h a t 
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labor and. the agricultural producers are having to take, .because \^./^;X:£RKI 

have to break that sprsao. between what we are receiving for our basic 

products in this country and what we pay for the manufactured" p r b ^ u b ^ y ^ g f 

Yfe cannot raise the price of farm crops- to meet the present levels-;, of-- so 

many of the things that must be purchased, so we must bring the present 

levels of those things v/hich we have tc buy dcvm to at least a fair.'.;:.v.. "";" 

meeting point somewhere between the two extremes. It. is absolutely-';;"",' 

the only w a y that the economic balance can again be restored, in this 

country. I think that is not a controversial point; it is simply a', v JV^ 

statement of a plain fact which exists. In other' words, labor .and- fe; ...>| 

producer of our basic products have taken a very serious cut.' 

Now ir. order to r^eet the situation, tne producers of materials,;,". --'/:•[;• 

and the furnishers of transportation, must meet those cuts, at.least in ;. 

a. greater degree than they have been met 30 far- Ehere is :np.:6ther '-fay. '.-J-;;-' 

in which we can continue to succeed in a large road program with 'tft&Vd-. 

support of the public. It is an economic impossibility- on .any; other;.:-."--'--

basis. 

Deferred Highway Program 

On the other hand, - and this is not gui-ve so floozy a picture -

we have all the things which go to m a k e u p the reasons -for-. o&nkitail̂ *.?7 ."-:£:'£ 

the highway program on a large scale, and tbe-first.of."those'-'.is tllav%-_. •''.=•:,•-§-• 

deferred highway program to 'jfcich I have already referred. In 1910 

we had half a million motor vehicles in this country ar.d we were spending, 

for the construction of -roads 'and for their maintenance, about $lZQ:,Q^TBW%* 

In 1918 we had advanced our. annual, production in ccnstructdoh::ahd:;mad5h^^>.--:' 

ance only about 20 per cent above that figure; that is, in eight^ye^rs 

we were producing only about 20 p&r - cent, more'due, as I said before, to 
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the shrunken value cf the dollar. But at the same tiae we had gone ia^;: 

about 1,200 per cent in automobile registrations. "I will quote just -

briefly: 

"During the period cf 1910 to 1921, the potential number of 

motor vehicles demanding highway service increased more than 1,300 perŝ -v'i: 

cent; our actual expenditures for construction and maintenance incr^a^d; 

about kOO per cent. 

"During the period of 1910-1518, motor vehicle increased more 

than 1,100 per cent; highway expenditures about LUO per cent." 

And I want to maie this very plain, that at-the end of that 

eight-year period in 1913, because of the shrunken value of the &6XI4$>tt'I 

we are producing no mere reads than we were, in-1910 before vre had this 

very large motor vehicle registration. 

"During the period cf 1913-1921, which has been the period" of 

our greatest highway production in this country, motor vehicles - ia»r#8^d;'^ 

about 7CO per cent and highway expenditures about 2.6b per cent of the,>;V-U---- * 

1910 figures. But those figures do not truly represent the differential...; 

betaseh the demand for highway service and oar actual production^ 

attempting impossible refinements, if the cost index Of 191S b»; ::tBJtaŝ 4̂fe---'-:!: 

at two and that of 1310 at one, the "actual increase--.in'^od^t$^"'^;^J^|^ 

191S over 1910 was "only 20 per. cent, and if the index for l^\^isvt£i&i;V}5 

at one and one-half the actual increase in production of 1^1 :$# xm^J£& 

about 233 per cent: over the 1910 figures.-. 'Sfcat-' •&+\$ALT&A*:J* M%XW*%&Z< 

aggregate, the -number ;of motor vehicles, all at least potentialjuser^^^V-^ 

of the highways in socs degree-, has increased'in el^vea- years--^IM«;-;;:;^J; "R" 

.1910 more than "eighteen times,:" - -";:.-A"":"V-̂  



Our greatest annual production of serviceable highways naa^w^-/^-? 

"by the construction and maintenance expenditures has been not more than;^ 

t w o and one third tiL.es the production of 1S10, and it .has been only•;. 

within the past three years that the production haa gone forward at a 

x-ate approxitat in^ the maximum. 

Slackers in Highway Construction . V:;-v 

I think that those figures bring out the fact that, for at-least 

eight out of the last eleven years, we have been deferring, the progra&j':' .£| 

of highway building in this country that we 3hcuid"have been carrying. '5;V 

forward. For about three year? or two and one half years we have 

carried on a large highway program, but for at least eight and. one half -"' 

years we have been slackers in highway building in this country. Perhaps^ 

I should not use the terms "slackers 1 1 as applying to the period.from. :/\.. 

1916 tc 121.3 because the building cf highways was absolutely out bf the 

question during that period; but we were" slackers during the-period;--

from 1910 to 1916, or six years, and we .allowed our 'hifjfc&>&^$9 

back during the period of the w without adequate mihtenanee^to-^ 

nothing of new construction. It has taken at least three years" 

"bring those highways back to a proper point of maintenance, and it has 

taken a very much larger• expenditure every year • than: our -pre-war..." .y. 

expenditure to take up the lag in .maintenance. Suriaag; the p&r.iccV "o£>^ ; 5?£ 

the war, when everybody" thought our "highways were going to pieces 

rapidly because of the increased traffic, it was not = thevfault of:the^Ug 

^highways, but our own fault, - it was not the fault of "th3/xepter; t r ^ e ^ J ; 

or the motor vehicle .sc t^uch as it was cur C5*n.:fault- "for;failing;,^-;;?^^7;/ 

take:the stitch in tine. .Tfe were .not, devoting :eithei?/.^©^«pt5 ^ ^ : , ^ ; ^ J 
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labcr to the upkeep of the highways and they absolutely had to go to",;., 

pieces. 

Sow, as to the ret-jrns frees highway improvements! All our 

lives we have teen tallying about how -such highways produce, how valuable ;; 

they are, 'cut I dc not 'mow of any state-vrfde survey of the econcoftc.:;; 

value of highways to a state as a whole except the attempt which, the ;- •••>.;"?'/: 

Bureau of Public Roads made in California in 1320. Our traffic o.ounts,;;.;;;:. ̂  

there were tahen at points ail over the state and at different .times.; . ;.;;.;;; 

30 that they represented the vehicular traffic from .June first to- vil^-'r. 

November first in the state. The counts gave us 375,000,000 vehicle 

miles over the state road system in taa-t one hundred and fifty day.;.; 

period, a figure that would nave to be cut down, we will say, to one-third* 

of that aoiount for the rest of the year. Our .daily average during the.'----

perica v;as 2,500,0C0 vehicle miles- Seventeen bus lines operating;;,;y-' 

the highvrays carrieu 6l0,000 passengers one mile daily.-• A^oxiaate&y. 

23 per cent of the agricultural products of the whole state reached Ife;;. 

paved state road. 2rcs 1910 to 1920 the population of .the whole state;:;,-\}];\ 

increased kh per cent while the population increase on the roads* 

exclusive of the large cities of San feme isco and- Zos Angeles; was " . .: ; J ^ / 

63 per cent; or a greater increase by 13 per cent 'in .«8se population .-/; 

along th© highways, exclusive of the large cities; thaB the'-average-;•; : 

increase for the state. Agricultural products - increased, 300 per ;cent*;:;:-y. 

fhe Value of Good Roads to California.. ' ;'-""/""ŷ y 

At the tiBaa this stody was roads, there were only 1,3^5 miles of _ 

paved state road -?nd 206 miles under construction "- out .of -a.:total." 33*1̂ ES;S:;;̂  

of 5,500 miles. If these figures are true, - and- t l ^ y a r e a s -tr^^^-.-:^\-;V 

they can be safe hy saving the count of the ac;bM'; traffic 'on; j^i/^i^ ^ ^ J 
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if these figures are true for ah cat one-fourth of the system, yOtt "'V~: 
can well figure, in a rather definite manner, the actual value to the 

state of the transportation facilities which will he furnished to the 

people in the state when the entire system of 5*5^0 miles of roads, cis;.^ 

completed, I do not think it is necessary to dwell on the other pointy 

— the need of universal easy and cheap transportation; hut I think 

that you will all agree that during the peak period of the war, we came 

to understand as we have never understood befores that it does not 

mahe much difference what production and consumption there is in this •• 

country if, interposed between those two is the lack of 1^anspQrta1;io^';v 

Easy and cheap transportation is as fundamental to the development of ;:; 

this country as greater production or a better market fcx the goods 

produced-

There is perhaps no more 5tr.i3d.ng illustration, of wmat the lack v 

of transportation may mean to a nation than that of China, Berhape 

it is an extreme illustration, but the American Ked Cross assisting in 

relief in China has operated on the basis of furnishing labor and paying 

for the labor as a means for distributing relief funds, and 1iat labor 

was applied to "the building cf roads, because'during ;'̂ ',-P̂ 4:̂ -"̂ Ĵ̂ i'':9'̂  

were "starving thousands in parts of China and food was being taken 

to that country from America, there flere excess products of food 

stuffs in other provinces of the same country and";they:/couid"";̂ Qt;;;̂  

obtained because of lach of internal transportationfacilities. 

Now -'svaming up and placing all of these factors for and against 

a large road prcgrara, I come to this conclusion: We cannot support : 

a program as large as we had last year and as large as funds are provided 

for this year, without making, to an extent, a redistribution of the 

sources of those revenues. That should not, in my 'judgment" %e $3*/ •
 ::':,y;f 
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upsetting or A violent readjustment, but a changing of more of the 5 -

revenues from taxes on property as such to taxes on transportatioar^'-^VV-'.-

as suoh, taxes on the users or on the use of the highways, because a V 

very small tax, a very small value credited to the use. of improved 

highways, will pay for the continuance of the road program. Such a 

tax, it S E E U I S to M E } falls exactly where it should fall* I believe 

that there should be a determined effort made to continue the program 

on A S large A scale as that upon which we have been proceeding the past <; 

year, with a readjustment to a reasonable extent, of the sources of ^ 

revenue and a readjustment of prices* to a greater extent than we can: 

yet foresee as applying to this year's road program for the higher tjrpes 

of roads, because I do not feel they are taking a out comparable with 

that which has been t ^ R E N by labor and the producer of farm products. 

In fact I do not think it is desirable that they should take a violent 

cut, but there must be a reasonable meeting of these other extreme^< • 

which have been forced upon us. 

ffeed of a Definite System of Bighways 

Now there is the other side of the picture that we have beforey;;-

us this year, the most important thing that will happen in my judgment y ^ 

in the highway situation for many years to come, and that is tfae la^ng.V: 

out of A definite system of highways, national in extent bat reaching, ̂  

down into the smaller communities - in other words, not so '14wl£«£v -r;;̂~.-'.>> 

but that we will eventually bring improved transportationSabilities «6str;| 

the door of the producer. If we confine our efforts to the to;tfae''#9J^1' 

of a program such as that which has been defined for the next -tan to 

fifteen years, we will give this country a wonderful system of highway 
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trar.spcrt-cr.tion facilities. In the last six months of this year, the-"'--;"'-"!: 

mileage cf actually corupleted highways uiider the Federal aid program 

has reached nearly tho mark of 8,000 - that is, in the six months-

period we have nearly completed under the federal aid program alone,; : <• 

a program that is perhaps a little more than one half of the total • . . 

construction program for the year, leaving out maintenance. 

There is one other thought I should like to leave with you on,. 

this question of how fast we shall go in the building of roads. 

If we deduct the amount which the motor vehicles paid into the highways-

funds last year as license fees and distribute the "balance of the cost»F 

we find that the cost of highways in this country to each one of its" ... 

people was about four dollars and forty cents. Now, so far as I know, 

there is not a single individual in the country who dees not in s.trî \V-;_R 

way come in daily contact, directly or indirectly, with the -highways ;-}V;I;v:;; 

of the country, if it 13 no more than the matter of the transportation^;;; 

of his foca products which practically ail originate and are. carried;;: % 

over the highways. It seems to me that there can be no QkuestiOn--about;:J; 

the return by the highway system of this country of more than four R;-'"-::.VŜ -: 

dollars per year to each person who lives" in the country* ,Xou-;see 

that amounts to about one cent per day and it seems tc me"that.̂ -n&fc&J&jjg' 

else will give us the food supplies alone which, come over. the "hi^mys / J I 

and which we consume every year for a penny a day* I want .tothan^;^^^ 

(Applause ) 
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