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Table IT shows, for the years 1922, 1923 ana ivza, e cou-
mated number of highway fatalities and the rate per 100,000
population, grouped according to type of accident,

Table II—Highwoy Fatalities in the United States™

Type of accident i‘ Iistima’ced fatalitics w Rate per 106,000 pm:u!aii(;rrl

‘{ 1924 ] 1923 | 1922 i 1924 | 1923 | 1922

Railway grade crossing...... l‘ 2,149 2,268 | 18101 1.9 i 2.0 | 17
Street car......oooeeveeeeeeee i 1,836, 2,006 1,748 16 | 1.8 | 1.6
Automobile. {17,566 | 16,452 | 13,676 ¢ 15.7 | 14.9 bo12,5
Motoreyele.. ..o i 2741 336 314y 02 | 03 |03
Injuries by other vehicles....|| 1,466 | 1,559 | 1,655, 1.3 @ 14 | 15
Total .o, 123291122621 1192081 207 | 204 | 17.6

Safety ; 1926.

*From Report of Committee on Statistics, National Conference on Strcet and Highway

present . problem is to analyze
traffic trends, and to build now on

4 a scale which will meet the needs

of inereased future traffic. Qnly
in this way can we escape far

. more costly rebuilding in the fu-

ture. In the most congested areas
where street widening is imprac-
ticable, parallel routes, elevated
highways or double-streets are
already being built. “By-pass”
highways are also being devel-
oped, to permit through traffic to
avoid busy trade centers. Even
more important are the systems
of designated boulevards and ar-

t terial highways, especially where

vehicle movement upon them is
controlled by positive traffic sig-
nals. These permit of higher
speed with greater safety, and so
eliminate much of the congestion
which would otherwise be pres-
ent. Where streets cannot be

¢ improved, or until they are im-

proved, proper police control at
busy intersections is absolutely
essential to keep traffic moving
efficiently and safely.
<> > >

IT is harder to protect the pedes-
trianthantopro-
tectthe motorist.
He is less care-
ful Except
where he is sub-
jeet to strict po-
lice regulation,
he will inevit-
ably “take
chances” in
crossing the
streets. He acts
in a less predict-
able manner. He
is less visible at
night and in
stormy weather.
Children forget
or ignore the
danger that lies
beyond the curb

FIUL  WILICHL @& prosece e meeon 0 I
he is almost certain to sustain
personal injuries more or less se-
rious. Almost two-thirds of the
traffic aceidents involving personal
injury in New York State from
January to July, 1925, resulted
from automobiles striking pedes-
trians. Statistics from Massachu-
setts show that while the number
of collisions between vehicles is
actually less than six years ago,
despite an increase of over 160
per cent in registration, pedes-
trian accidents have nearly dou-
bled during the same period.
Reckless driving is sometimes the
sole cause of the accident; a pe-
destrian may be run down while
standing in a “safety zone” or
even on the sidewalk. More often,
however, he shares the responsi-
bility. The dodging ability of an
automobile is limited, and the
operator of a vehicle has a right
to expect that the adult pedes-
trian will exercise reasonable care
in crossing its path. The same
cannot be expected of children.
Their movements are more than
likely to be unexpected and illog-
ical, and no driver can be too
careful when they are near.
One of the principal difficulties
in the way of lessening the pedes-
trian accident rate is that he him-
self resists the steps taken to
safeguard him. Only the mnear
presence of a policeman in uni-
form can keep him from “jay-
walking,” or from attempting to
dodge through a moving line of
vehicles instead of waiting until
traffic begins to move in the othe}'
direction. The problem is compli-
cated, too, by the

necessary turn-
ing of vehicles
at intersections.
Any turn, right
or left, requires
that the vehicle
must break
through a
stream of pedes-
trians, unless all
turns are con-
fined to periodic
intervals during
which the street
is cleared of pe-
destrians in both
directions — an
extremely diffi-

line. Two cars
may collide and

© Underwood & Underwood
School Boy Patrol, as Advocated by Herbert Hoover, in Operation at
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Franklin Grammar School, Chicago

cult maneuver
for any traffic




STRICT policing of congested in-
tersections, together with a cam-
paign of education for both pe-
destrian and motorist, can greatly
mitigate the evil. A proper un-
derstanding of trafiic signals and
rules of the road should be a
part of the mental ‘equipment of
every pedestrian, as of every
motorist. The pedestrian, too,
should be expected to use at least
as great caution as the wvehicle
driver. Children will continue to
play in the street just as long
as they have no safer place to go,
and we must work for the estab-
lishment of many more public
playgrounds in congested povula-
tion centers, The public schools
have done much to teach the chil-
dren of the dangers that beset
ithem on their way to and from
school. In many cases the older
boys have been organized to as-
sist in escorting the younger chil-
dren over dangerous crossings.

Inadequacy of highways in ru-
ral areas is of a somewhat differ-
ent type, and, in theory, should
be easy to remedy. We should
widen and straighten the high-
ways, eliminate grade crossings
both of railways and of heavy
traffic highway routes, modify
dangerous grades, establish un-
mistakable warning signs, install
safety devices, and maintain ade-
quate policing to enforce careful
driving.

Anyone who has driven a car
for the past ten years is aware of
the tremendous development in

First Super-Highway, 44 Feet Wide, Between Detroit and Pontiac

the technique of roadmaking even
during that brief period. The first
quarter of the twentieth century
has seen a greater revolution in
highway building than any simi-
lar period in the history of the
world. When some unknown ex-
perimenter in past ages invented
the wheeled cart, it. was there-
after necessary to cut wider paths
through the forest. When Ameri-
can mechanical ingenuity and
business initiative put thousands
and millions of “horseless car-
riages” into all parts of the coun-
try, we were similarly compelled
to adopt a new conception of high-
way construction. The principal
advantage of the power vehicle
lies in its superior speed, and only
on good roads can this be real-
ized. So we have had to improve

the surface, to widen it, and to re
locate roads to diminish grade
and eliminate danger points.

s S >

THE United States Bureau o
Public Roads has been conductin
a series of traffic surveys in co
operation with the highway de
partments of several States, on
object, among others, being to d

termine the distribution of vehic
ular movement upon the variou
roads as a guide to intelligen
planning of highway improve
ments. At the same time, through
Federal aid to highway construc-

tion, the Federal Government has

been able to exercise an impor-
tant influence in standardizing
highway planning to previde safe
routes. It is the task of our high-
way officials to seek always to

© Underwood & Underwood

Driver and Dog Miraculously Escape When Truck Is Thrown 150 Feet at Padre, Calif.




y
3

nake our roads as safe as physi-
:al improvements and legal regu-
ation can make them.

There are at least two major
ines of attack upon the problem
f eliminating dangerous condi-
;ions upon the rural highways.
These are, first, the application of
advanced engineering technique
in the planning and constructing
of the roads and in the installa-
tion of mechanical safety devices;
and, second, the systematic and
scientific marking of these roads.
- Under the first of these heads
we can confidently point to what
has already been accomplished as
an indieation of what may be ex-
pected in the future. In their
purely topographical features,
gmodern highways offer little to
icriticise. The sharp curves and
'steep grades which were adequate
for slow-moving vehicles are no
donger found in new surveys.
‘High-type surfaces, too, are being
bettered as fast as scientific re-
isearch can accumulate experi-
smental evidence. Pavement width
‘1s rarely all that can be desired,
‘due to the necessary compromise
‘between complete adequacy and
rexpense. Eighteen to twenty feet
'is now generally accepted as the
s minimum width for a
two-way highway. The
proper construction of
shoulders, to permit ve-
hicles temporarily to
leave the pavement
without danger to them-

selves or others, is an
essential feature of
modern design. Super-
elevation or “banking”
is being resorted to at
curves, to check dan-
gerous  skidding. - The
wooden guard-rail at
the edge of embank-
ments is giving way to
the more efficient cable
or wire mesh. Obstrue-
tions to a clear view of
the road ahead, at inter-
sections and curves, are
being eliminated. Em-
. be_mkments, vegetation,
signboards and even
buildings are being cut
away, razed or moved
back from the right-of-
| way.

i
!
|
|
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occur at railway grade crossings.
The total deaths at railway grade
crossings in 1924, Table II, shows
an encouraging decline of 5.2 per
cent over 1923, though still well
above the total for 1922. Many of
these casualties are the inevitable
consequences of deliberate “tak-
ing of chances.” The driver is
strongly tempted at times to race
for a crossing, especially when the
alternative is a long wait while a
freight train passes. Even when
warned by crossing gates, watch-
men, lights, bells or semaphores,
some motorists seem to remain
unconscious of the danger ahead.
Only the worst kind of careless-
ness or ignorance can explain the
majority of grade crossing acci-
dents where such safeguards are
provided. Nevertheless, it is just
for the protection of these heed-
less or stupid drivers that we
must take drastic measures.

S"’Apparently there is only one
practicable way to make a rail-
way crossing absolutely safe —
that is to eliminate the grade
crossing.  Viaducts and under-
passes are now the rule rather
than the exception on our princi-
pal hichways. On the Federal aid
highway projects submitted to the

R

? A MORE serious prob-

lem is presented by
crossipgs and intersections, both
of railways and of other high-
ways. It is estimated that over
two thousand fatalities annually

© Underwood & Underwood

This Happened at Ft. Point Channel, Boston

Bureau of Public Roads to date,
there have been over 4300 rail-
way grade crossings, Of these,
32 per cent have already been

eliminated. More than half of the
eliminations were brought about
by relocating the highway to
avoid the railroad. Grade separa-
tions in any case are likely to be
highly expensive, hence on minor
traffic routes we shall have to do
the best we can with proper signs
and safeguards. On major routes
grade crossings should rapidly be |
made obsolete. . i
Highway intersections and
crossings are less deadly in pro-
portion to their numbers. Re-
moval of all obstructions fo a
clear view for a reasonable dis-
tance in both directions, and un-
mistakable marking of the cross-
ing will go far to reduce the dan-
ger that exists, The adoption of
circle intersections may be a prac-
tical means of still further reduc-
ing the hazard.

= S >

WITH all our highway improve-
ments there will still be certain
points where the hazard will be
greater than at others. These are
crossings, curves, grades, bridges,
and special risks such as school
children or construction work.
Safety demands that the motor-
ists be given due warning of
these. Numerous types
of signs and signals are
to be seen on every
road. Too often, exces-
sive use of these warn-
ings tends to defeat its
own purpose. The mo-
torist discovers that the
signs are being placed
i where the danger is no
. greater than anywhere
else, and he becomes
careless. Danger warn-
ings, to be of value,
must mean what they
S

ay.

This is the theory on
which numerous high-
way departments are
acting in eliminating all
| but official signs, and lo-
cating these at points
of real hazard. Much
study, too, has been
made of the design and
color of these signs,
with a view to making
them quickly and un-
mistakably visible. The
standard signs adopted
by the Joint Board on
Interstate Highways for
) use on United States
Highways are of such a character
that even a person who can not
read will understand the meaning
of those indicating danger by the

(Continued on Page 28)
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1T 15 sad,’’ Lae CUIHilLiee re-
ported, “that a large part of the
evil is due to the use of corporate
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third of the bail bonds were writ-
ten hy surety companies. By the
mere payment of a fee, the pro-
fessional criminal seems to have
little difficulty in securing a bail
hond, either corporate orf profes-
sional. Setting the amount of the
bail at high figures seems to be
no detriment to the payment of
the premium nor the furnishing
of the required indemnity to the
surety.
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‘Highway Accidents
| {Continued fm'm' Page 8) -

shape and color. The danger and
aution signs will have four dif-
erefit  shapes, representing as
many degrees of danger. They
will ‘have a yellow background
th: black letters and symbols,
gince ‘this: color combination has.
lheen found by experiment to have
e greatest visibility. The stand--
ard railrozd crossing sign will be
¥round, and will bear the well-
understood railroad cross with
thé letters R. R. At points of
fficient danger to require & com-
pléte stop the sign will be octago-
nal in shape, and will bear the
word STOP in large letters. At
curves, narrow bridges, steep hills
and other points where the degree
of danger is sufficient to call for
the exercise of a considerable de-
gree of caution but not a complete.
stop, & diamond-shaped sign will
be erected with the character of
hie - danger described in letters
and symbols. At points of lesser
oroccasional danger a squarg sign
‘will be used and the necessity for
caution will be explained in a sin-
gle word, such ag SCHOOL.

ki
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# .The problem of the personal fac-

tor in automobile operation is-far-

‘motor vehicle has been brought
within the reach of the masses,

“into-‘operators of powerful ma-

years, 15 an impressive thing to
i coptemplate. And everyyear thou-
ands more of the oncoming gen-
~eration must also learn the con-
trols.  Inevitably many +will lack
ome o1 -all the qualifications of
cexpert and trustworthy drivers.
We have all witnessed accidents
T near-sccidents that could not
iave happened had the operator
‘been- duly - intelligent, alert and

bility which is implicit in motor
vehicle operation. At best, they
[ should confine their driving to
imited sections where conditions
ré particularly favorable, -
Graiited that certain persons’
hould e deprived of the right
~drive, how shall we "decide
rhere to draw the line, and how
nforce our decision when made?

‘more serious and fay -more difficult -
5f-solution because it can not he

‘reduced to a matter of acientific re- .
iearch in the ordinary sense. . The -

d every one expects to.own a .
“and to drive-it himself The"
raining of millions of-Americans’

“chines, all in the course of a few .-

careful. Such persons are not fit -
F Lo undertake the public responsi-

latter question is the simpler, -

. JOURNAL OF AMERICAN INSURANCE

and the answer in an increasing

-number of states lies in legisla-

tion requiring the individual to
seécure a state driver's license be-
fore he is permitted to operate a
motor vehicle, Such a license is
now required in more than one-
third of the states, while another
one-third require it only of em-
ployed chauffeurs. By imposing
certain qualifications as prerequi-
gite to the jssuing or holding of a
license, it is possible to weed out
certain undesirable types of oper-
ators,
e R

WE are still left, however, with
‘the problem of determining pre-

CERTAIN TYPES of cripples
are obviously wunfit to drive.
Others should be permitted to
use carg in which spectal equip-
mont hus been installed, where
it is apparent that safe opere-
tion is therchy made possible.
A definite mintmum standard of
- wpigion might well be added.
Deafness is o morve arguable de-
feet, though there is plenty of
official support for the view thatl
it should disqualify. Granted the
principle, it should not be ex-
tremely difficult to- agree wpon
soine standard test for both
_wision and hearing. '

cisely who' shall be privileged to
‘operate a motor vehicle. Unfortu-

“nately it is practically impossible

{0 devise; or, at any rate to im-
pose, tests which will. eliminate
the dangerous driver: The “driv-
ing test,”” as usually given, is of
little value, though it does at least
- demonstrate that the operator has

~mastered the fundamentals. What
“We actually want to get at is not.

~whether, with great care, a per-
son can drive around a few city
blocks and finally park-the car in
a narfow space, but. whether he
-is really able to act quickly when
a dangerous - situation - develops.
“Whether he.can judge distances
accurately when meeting. other
vehicles on the open road,” Whether
he will negotiate turns at a safe

speed. Whether he will use proper

. discretion when rain or snow im-
pairs:the grip of his tires on the
-road. Whether he ean be trusted
to drive atia speed consistent with
safety to others, if not to himself.
Whether he will be able to recog-

“toxicating liquors or

nize defects in his car before they

lead to serious accidents. Finally,
whether he is able and willing to
recognize his own deficiencies as
a driver and make particular al-
lowances therefor. Few, if any,
of these qualifications can be dis-
covered by any ordinary examina-
tion,

The best we have been able to
do up to the present is to main-’
tain certain minimum standards. -
Three-quarters of the states pro-
hibit the operation of a motor ve-
hicle by persons under a specified
minimum age, usually 15 or 16
vears. As an arbitrary limit the
regulation is hardly more scien-
tific than the 21-year age test for
voting. There seems to be a gen-
eral belief, however, that, on the
average, the extremely young
driver is not a good risk. Simi-
larly, the Commissioner of Motor
Vehicles, or other issuing author-
ity, is usually vested with the
power to refuse a license to one
physically, mentally or morally
defective, where such defect may
result in danger to other users of
the highways.

> >

CERTAIN types of cripples are
obviously unfit to drive. Others
should be permitted to use cars
in which special equipment has
been installed, where it is appar-
ent that safe operation is thereby.
made possible. A definite mini-
mum standard of vision might
well be added. Deafness is a more
arguable defect, though there is
plenty of official support for. the -
view that it should disqualify.

‘Granted the principle, it should

not be extremely difficult to agree
upon some standard test for both
vision and hearing,

.- Epileptics and those subject
to -sudden loss of consciousness
should not receive drivers’
Jicenses. Drug and liquor addicts
-constitute another and far more
dangerous class of operators who
should be outlawed. The drunken
driver—or perhaps we should say,
the driver who has been drinking
-—is always a menace, for it ig as-

- serted by medical authorities that .

-aleohol impairs just those physi-.
eal and mental functions most es-

~sential to safe driving. Revoca-.

tion “of the license of anyone
convicted of driving a vehicle.
while- under the influence of in-:.
narcotic
drugs should be mandatory. Un-

fortunately, such revocation jstoo.
~apt to-come after the accident.” "«




WE have still to deal with the
large class of individuals who are
temperamentally or nervously
unfit for the responsibility of
driving. They are the most diffi~
cult class to dispose of. A certain
minimum guickness of perception
and reaction time, as measured
by some standardized devices,
woud serve to eliminate the worst
cases, though any practicable
standard would probably have to
be set so low as to lose a great
deal of its value. It is the ability
to think and act quickly when a
real emergency presents itself
which counts, not merely the abil-
ity to react in a standard fashion
under standard test conditions
when the emergency is absent or,
at best, imaginary. Even granted
that the heavy expense of a uni-
vergal psychological test would he
more than justified by even a
small reduction in the present loss
of life and property, the fact re-
mains that, up to the present time
no practical system of tests has
been devised for this particular
purpose, and at best we could
probably hope only for the elimi-
nation of the most aggravated
cases.

This is not to be taken as an at-
tempt to depreciate the work of
the psychologists. Given a free
hand, they could unquestionably

. weed out the great majority of
. unsafe drivers. The difficulty is
more practical than theoretical.
First of all, the number of trained
technicians is far below the num-
ber which would be needed shoutd
a thoroughgoing psychological ex-
amination be given every appli-
cant, In the second place, public
~ opinion would probably not toler-
- ate the interference with “per-
sonal liberty” which would follow
~upon the refusal to issue licenses
in eases unfavorably diagnosed.

S > >

"LAST, but far from least among
the personal causes of highway
accidents, are to be considered the
“moral risks.” Every one of us,
~if he is honest, will confess to
- himself that he has been guilty of
taking unnecessary chances, At
- the same time, in fairness to him-
self, he will also insist that there
are varying degrees of guili, and
: that there is a point at which
_recklessness becomes positively
“eriminal, Furious speed, gam-
“bling at grade crossings, “hog-
- ging the road”—these can not be
. apologized for. “Drive Carefully,”
- says a familiar slogan, “You May
- Meet a Fool.” The fool is not al-

ways a defectwe in the usual psy-

chelogical sense. He may be lack--
ing only in a proper respect for

the rights of others. Only too

often it is the innocent party who

pays for the fool's folly.

The best highways can not be;
safe without reasonable regula-:
tions concerning their use, and
adequate enforcement of these
regulations, A “code of ‘etiquette’
for the vehicle driver is the first.
essential, to cover all the standard
practices in passing, overtaking,
right-of-way, etc. There is al-
ready nation-wide agreement on
these rules, and there is no excuse
for any misunderstanding or de-
liberate violation. Any lapses by_

IT IS OF INTEREST to note -
in passing that not only has
there been o steady veising of
the maximum speed limit, buf
there has recently appeared
from various official sources a
demond for o minimum speed
limit on our dimportant high-
ways. The proposal is intended
partly to control the traffic don-
gestion eaused by the slow-
moving vehicles, and portly to
eliminate the hazard inherent
tn the overtaking of vehicles
on a crowded road where cars. |-
are wmoving in both directions.. |-

automobile operators can rightly
be regarded as reckless driving
and so dealt with by the police.
Tt is essential that our whole-
motor vehicle ¢ode should be made
similarly uniform over the entire
country. There is already a large”
volume of interstate highway.
traffic. The Bureau . of Public-
Roads in 1925 found over 10 per.
cent of “foreign™ cars on’ the-
highways of Ohio. The recently:
established system of United.
States Highways will make State
boundaries even less significant o
the motorist. Varying regulation.
in the different States:is a cause -
of confusion and danger. The.
tourist can hardly be expected to
learn the lawz of every Staie-
through which he passes. :
> <>

MOTOR vehicle laws in- almost"
every Stafe prohibit. excessive
speed in general terms, but there
is & wide divergence in prescrib-
ing the speed which shall be re-
garded as prima facie evidence of.
unsafe driving. The speed limit:
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have no - compunctions
vgx;tiapéédin&-g)r other vio-
ng-as: they can evade
sg) ‘respongibility. - In part this
s probably due to the tendency
olite to arrest on technical
iyges; while the more serious,
ugh clear-cut cases of
tleasness often go unpunished.
part-it is due to unreasonable
Jaws, ‘which work unnecessary in-
s ence or hardship, For the
gt part it is due to mere un-
llingness to-be regulated.
The ‘primary goal:to be aimed
in the énforcement of our high-
. way vehicle lawa 8 the safety of
§ the public. The mere presence of
& a uniformed {raffic officer can ex-
§ ert & profound influence in behalf
§ of careful and lawful driving. A
Triendly warning from a police
officer ‘may be sufficient.. But if
ur regulation is-to: mean any-
thing at all, it must he supported
‘auftable peniltics for those
' aves unable oy unwilling to
it. Qleat-cut casen of rock-

hout
lations so lon

other: drivers,” Ropeaters or ha-
‘bitaal- offendérs should be pun-
ahed : on an- increasing -seale of
severity, - Flines are the only ap-
r@éﬁ@pxﬁ{ate penialties for minor vic-

imposed more often In aggra-

8 leenso to drive is prob-

hould be:reserved for habit-
“or willful offenders, {ncluding

d be prescribed by Taw, to
gthen the courts ‘agninst

and favoritism,

4 enforcement of a vehi-

s we should ‘not_have 1o

-Our principal - highways,
yuteide of incorporated cities; are
‘adminigterad by the States and
hey should be policed in the same

‘should be_dought, sut of fairness
{0 the motorist and as a means of
euring his cooperation.
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MOTOR car design is responsible

'_;'f_forﬁl'ess than 5 per cent of the

“gecidents on our streets and high-

“ways. Mechanically the modern

“gutomuobile. is about as 'safe ag the
Jatest engineering and metallurgi
eal_science can make it A steer-

seness denjand severe punish-’
went, it only a8 object lessona Lo,

iong, b, jail sentences. should
. ‘Revocation of an of- -

most drastle treatment

iving- while under the in-
wence of liquor.  Minimum pen-’
tlos for certain types of offense

epend-entirely upon local author-.

ay,  Uniformity. in enforcemont |
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ing gear or axle failure is almost

unheard of as a cause of accident.

Control of the car is constantly
being improved. There is an ever
greater flexibility and response,
both in acceleration and decclera-
tion. A modern motor car, with
reasonable care and periodic ad-
justment, can he depended upon
to do just what its driver wants
it to do. Such deficiencies as still
remain are problems primarily
for engineering research.

_ Probably the chief field for me-
chanical improvement, insofar as
it is related to safety, ig that of
the braking syvatem. “Defective
brakes,” which figure all too often
as pecessory to a mishap, are al-
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il
THE PRIMARY GOAL to he |
 gimed at dian the enforcement of |
our highway wchicle luwey fs the
wafety of the puilic, The more
preaenee of o wwifurmed traffic
officer eun exert o prefound in-
fluenee ip bekalf of cwrveful and
hiweful driving, A fricndly warn-
ing from o police offiver may e f
sufficient. fud if vur regulation §
ta fo mean wnyihing of ol 48§
mitnt be wupported by euitable ]
pewdltics for those wha gre un- }
able or awietlling to obey it
Clesracul eares of recklessnpess

dencund wevere prnishonent.,

W e L, S St .. . smme]

moat invariably due to neglect
of adiustment by the owner or
driver. In other words, the “per-
gonal Tactor' is primarily respoen-
gible.” But thé numerous new
types of hrakes which have re-
cently . appeared on the market
clearly indicate the demand for
greater ease of adjustment and
roliability of operation.
Another uns=olved problem of

. the motor car designer ig that of

headlights, Nothing can more
elearly illustrate the lack of agree-
ment on this important detail
than the differences in headlight
legislation hetween neighboring
States. Few will assort that the
prevailing tvpe of headlight is
wholly ' satisfactory, A compro-
mise- must be reached befween
the bright illumination that is o
desirable to ithe man behind the
wheel, and the elimination of the

“*mlare” which so offen causes the

driver of the passing car sud-
denly to find himself in the ditch.
Lights of the ordinary type seem
bound to get out of adjustment

{rom time to time, and even with
proper adjustment there is no
way to prevent the “glare” that
frequently results from irregular.
ity of road surface or changes in
grades. Here, again, the need is
being met by elaborate scientific
research. Whether the final solu-
tion will be the present twin lights
with improved lenses, reflectors
or bulbs, and fool-proof adjust-
ment, or whether we shall come
to some type of symmetrical ar-
rangement, remains to be seen.
<> o

IN a brief survey of this sort it is
possible to touch upon only some
of the multiplicity of factors
which, acting together, result in
a mounting tota! of nighway ac-
cidents. Few automobile mishaps
can be traced to a single cause.
Every step we take toward elim-
inating the hazardous circum--
stances surrounding motor vehicle -
operation lessens the probability

of accident. That our efforts are

bringing results may be seen in:
Tables T and II. The increase in |
all highway fatalities in 1924
over the preceding year was but

2 per cent, as compared with 18 1
per cent in 1923, despite increases @
of 17 and 23 per cent in the total j
registration of motor vehicles for j
the two years, respectively. Seri- 3
ous endeavor on the part of high-
way authorities, police, automo- ]
hile c-.{ubs, motor vehicle produe-:j
ers, insurance companies. and;d
most important of all, the generali§
public, will unquestionably con-7
tinue to reduce the accident cost
of highway transportation. The §
prime need now is uniformity of 3
action; which is far more urgent
than refinement of detail. Whether
tail lights should he red or amber;
whether the speed limit should be
30 or 35 miles per hour, whether'}
the penalty for a given offense %
shall be fine or imprisonment— 3§
all these guestions are subordi:¥
nate to the fact that some agree-
ment should be reached one way |
or the other. Standardization of
highways and streets in accord-
ance with the best modern pracsi}
tice, standardization of traffici}
laws on at least a4 national basig
~—these: should come first, with
uniform - and- rigorous law ens
forcement a” necessary corollary.
Fmaijy, ‘every  motorist and - pes
destrian must assume his sharé
of the responsibility, for neith
engineers nor legislators can make
the highways safe if even a3 sms
group of those who use them pe
sist in making them dangerous.




