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SUMMARY
@
Date: July 4, 1954
Raillroad: Cr.icage and North Western
Locatlon: Roscoe, I11
Kind of accldent: Rear-end collision
Tralns involved- Freieht : Pagsenger
Train numbers: 301 - 507
Engine numbers’ Diegel-electria . 2907
units 1648, 1624,
and 1873
Conslste: 60 cars, cahboosw 4 cars
Speeds: Standing * 10 m, p. n
Creration Timetable and train orders
Track: Single, T"argent; 0,19 percent
ascziding prade westward
Wea ther. Ciouly, misrting
Time 222 a. m.
Casvrlties: 2 injured
Cause:* Faiiure to provlide adecuate protection

for fruin ocoupy:ng mrin track on
time ¢ fcllowing supericr trailn
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REFPORT NC. 3581

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATICN REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REFTORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1210.

CATCAGO AND NORTH WESTZnuN RALLWAY COMPANY

) Aupgust 19, 1954

—— e et

Accldent near Roscoe, Ill., on July 4, 1954, causged by
fallure te provide adeauate protectlion for a traln
occupying the rialn track on the time of a following
superlor traln,

————— e

1
REPORT CF THE COMMISSICON

CLATKE, Commissloner:

On July 4, 1954, there was a rear-end -ccllision
between a frelght traln and a passenger traln on the
Chicago and North Western Rallway near Roscoe, Il1.,
which reecvlted in the injury of one passenger ani one
train-gervice employee.
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Under authority of section 17 (2) of tre Interstate Comn-
merce Act the above~entltled proceedlng was referred by tne
Commission to Commlssioner Clarke for considerstlon and
disposition,
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Locatlion of Accldent and Methed of Operation

This acecldent occurred on that part of the Madlson
Divislon extending between Harvard, TI11l., and Elroy, Wis.,
154.8 mlles. In the vicinlty of the vnoint of accident thils
1s a single-track 1llne, over which tralns are operated by
timetable and traln orders. Between the hours of 9 p. m. anc
& a, m. there 1s no block system in use. Between points Z5.z4
miles and 25,79 mlles west of Harvard an auxillery treock
parallels the main track on the south, The accldent -occurred
on the main track at a point 2.37 miles west of the statlon
at Roscoe, Ill., and 2,728 feet east of the west auxiliary-
track switoh. The maln track ls tangent throughout a dlstance
of 2.33 miles immedlately east of the npolat of accildent and
Z2.46 mlleg westward, The grade for wegt-bound traines varles
between 0.53 percent and 0.12 percent ascending througshout
a dlstance of over 1 mlle immediately east of the volnt of
accldent, and is 0.19 percent ascending at that point.

U. 8. Hlghway No. 51 lntergeccts the railroad at an ancle
of 20 degrees at a rolnt 763 feet east of the point of accl-
dent. Automatic warning signals of the wlg-vag type are
located 1n the northwest znd southeaet angles of the inter-
scectlon, These slgnals are activated when a west-bouvnd train
occunles any portion of the main track throughout a dlstance
of 2,600 feet immedlately east of the crossing,

This carrier's operating rules read in part as follows:

D-72, Trains of the flrst class are ruperlor to
those of the gecond, # % *

86, Unless otherwlse rrovided, an inferlor train
must clear the time of a superier traln, In the same
dlrection, not less than flve minutesg, but must be
c¢lear at the time a flrsgt-class traln, in the same
directlon, 1s due to leave the next statlion in the
rear where time 1s shown,.

21, Unless some fdrz of block signals 1s used, the
time space to be malntained between tralns in the same
directlion wlll be indlcated by speclal rule on each
division time-table, ¥ ¥ #
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29. When a train stoprs under circumstances in which
1t may bte overtaken by another train, the flagman must
go tack lmmediately wlth flagman's signels a sufflcient
dlstance to insure full cvrotectlon, placing torpcdoes
and vhen necessary, in addltion, displaylng lighted
fusess, % % ¥

¥ o %

99a. When a flagman gnes back to protect a trailn at
night, or in obscuro weather, he will place a lighted
fusee in the center of the track five hun@red feet back
of *the rear of the train, and then continue to zo back
untill nroper distance is reached to lnsure full protcctlon.

LRI
Timetable special instructions read in part as follows*
Trains will be spaced ten minutes apart * % #*
General Ordergs read 1ln part as follorrs
The following signalg will ke uscd by flagmen,

#® % #

¥ight slcnals - A white light
Torpedoes and
fusecs

The maxlimum authorized spe=ds are 59 miles per hour for
passenger tralns and 45 mlles per hour for frelght btrailns,

Pescription of Accident

No. 591, a west-bound second-class freight traln, con-
slsted of Diesel-electrlc vnits 1646, 1624, and 1573, counled
in multiple-unit control, 80 cars, and a caboose. This trailn
departed from Harvard, the last open office, at 1 25 a. m., 1
hour 40 minutes late, and stopped on the main track at 2 a. m.
with the rear end 2,37 miles west of the station at Roscoe and
2,728 feet east of the west suxlliary-track switch. At 2:22 .
a. m., whlle coars were belng odded to the front end of the
train, the rear end was struck by ¥o. 507.
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No. 307, a west-bound flrst-class passenger troln, con-
3isted of englne 2907, a 4-6-2 type, one expreges car, two
baggage cars, and one coach, 1n the order named. This traln
denarted from Harvaerd at 1: 48 a. m,, 8 minutes late, and while
moving at an estimoted speed of 10 miles per aour 1t struck
the regcr end of Mo. 591.

No, E07 atopped with the front end of the encine 49 feet
west of the point of eollislon. The englne-truck wheels,
the driving wheelg of the cengine, and the left front wheel of
the front truck of the tender were deralled. The englne

* setopred in line with the track. It was somewhat danaged.

The caboose, the rear car, and the rear truck of the second

car from the rear of No. 591 wore deralled. The caboosze was

demoliched, and the rear two cars were conslderably damaged.
The traln baggagrman of Mo, 507 was inJured.

The weather was cloudy and trere wase a light mist at
the time of the accldent, whilch occurred at 2:22 a. m.

Diacussion

When Ko, 891 arrived at the auxlliary track west of
Roscoe the enginemen and the frcnt brakeman were on the .
locovotive, The conductor and the flasman were in the caboose.
After the traln stopped, the Ifront brekeman detached the
locomotive and the first threc cars and coupled them to 12
carse on the auxlliary track which were to go ferward 1n the
train, The cclllslon occurred at approximately the time that
these cars were belng coupled to the forward nortlon of the
train, The flagman sald tkat when the traln stopped he
Irmediateoly proceeded eastwvard to provide protection., He
sald be placed a lilghted fugee on tne track a,short dlstance
west of U. 5. Hlechway No. 51, contlnued esstward to a nolnt
about 1,200 fect east of the caboose, snd remnlned at the
latter polnt untll he obzerved the headlli<ht of Mo, 507 in
the vicinity of Roscoe. UYe did not place torpedoes on the
traok. Ee sald trat he gave stop signals with a llghted
fusee as No. 507 approached but the signals were not
acknowledged by the englneer. As the englne passed hilm he
obaserved that the enginEﬁr wag seated in his normal position
in the cab, The conductor said thuat lmmedlately after the
traln stopped he observed the flagman proceed eastward, place
a lirhted fusee on the treck st & polnt about 500 feet sast
of the cobuose, and then proceed eastward to a polnt beyond
U. 8., Highway No 51. He sald that as Yo, 507 approached



- 8 - 3081

he observed the flagman glving stop signals with a lighted

fusee from the latter point. The engline of No. 507 is equlpped
wlth a red osclllating signal light which automatlcally becomes’.
11luminated 1f brake-pipe pressure drops below 40 pounds. The
conductor of No, 581 sald that thls light d4id not become
illuminated before the colllslon occurred.

As Mo, 507 was approaching the polnt where the accldent
ocecurred the speed was about 45 miles per hour. The enginemen
were in thelr respective positlens in the cab of the engine,
and the members of the traln crew were in varlious locatlons
in the cars of the train, The headlicht was lichted bLrlgntly.
The brakcs of the traln had been tested and had functicned
properly when used ean voute. The sngineer sald that vhen the
train reached a point approximately 1/2 mlle east of U, S.
Highway No, 51 he saw the red lirhts on the wlg-wag warning
slgnals at the crossing become illuminated. He could see that
highway traffic over the crossing was unusually heavy, and
wherr the traln reached a polnt about 850 feet east of the
crossing he made a service brake-pipe reduction of 10 or 12
pounds. He sald that as the cnglne was closely appreoaching
the crosslng he observed a person beyond the crossling glving
stop slgnals with a lighted fusee. At approximately the same
time, tne fireman called a warning, and the englneer lmmedliately
made an emergency appllcation of the brakes. The englneer
sald that as the englne crossed the highway he observed the
marier llghts on the caboose ahead and that he thought the
flagman wae approxlmately 100 feet east of the caboose, He
estlnated that the speed of the traln was approximately
39 miles per hour when he made the emergency applleatlion
of the brakes and 10 miles per hour when the colllslon
occurred. The filreman sald that the engine was 1n the
immediate vicinity of the crossing when he first obsgerved
the flagman gilving stop signals from a point west of the
crossing. Members of the train crew sald they notlced that
a brake appllcatlon was made as the train was epproaching
the crossing,

No. 507 1s due to leave Roscoe at 2-18 a. m, The rules
of this carrler provide that an inferior traln must be clear
of the main track at the time a first-class train in the same
dlrection 1s due to leave the next station in the rear where .
time 18 shown. They also provide that when a traln stops
under circumstances in which 1t may be overtaken by another
train, the flagman must go btack immedlately wlth flagman's
slgnals a sufflclent distance to lnsure full protectlon. In
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the instant case, the stztencntc of the employeesg as to tne
locatlion of the flaigmun when No  Z07 vassed klm are contra-
dictory. Howevcr, the fact tkat tk= angilnesr of Vo, 507 made
a breke application as the train epproasched U, 3. Highwsy o
51 irdicatcs that he was 2lcrt Pné aware of hlg locatlun, and
the fact tuat lLie was wnsble tr gtop chort of the rear erd

of No, 591 indlcates that the fliagman was not back a
gufflcient distance tv insure “ull protection.

Tu this territory trains are opereted by timetalle and
train orderg. DBetween the hours of 2 p, m, and 8 a. m, the
cnly provision Tor aspacing following traine is by th time-
interval method enfurced by opsratorc et open statilons. The
rules require that a iollowling train must be spaced at lesur
10 minutes behind a preceding train. In this case tne preceding
trailr departed from Harvard 23 minutes before the following
traln departed from that station.

Ceuse
This acecident was caused by faillurs to provide adequate
protection for o train occupying the main track on the time
of 2 Tollowlng suverior trsein

Dated at Waehlneg“urn, D. C., this nincteenth
doy of August, 1954,

By the Comrissien, Comrissloner ({larke.

( SEAL} GEORGE W, LAIRD,

-~

Secretary.



