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INTERSTATT COMMERCE COMMIGSION
WASHINGTOM

REPORT XO. 3609

- CHICAGO, BURLINGTCN & QUINCY
RATLROAD COMPANY

IN RE.ACCIDENT
NEAR ANSLEY, NEBR., ON
JANUARY 13, 1955




Date:

Railroad:
Locatlon:

Kind of accldent:

Equipment involved:

Train number:

Engine number:

Conelst:
Estimated speeds:’
Operation:

Track:

Highway"

Weather:
Time:
Casual ties:

Cause:

- 2 - Report Yo. 3608

January 13, 19565

Chicags, Burllapgton & Qulney
aAngley, Nebr.

Colltslon

Freight train + Motor-—truck and
traller

Extra 1084 VWest
Mesel-elsctrice
units 1084, 10EB,
108¢, and 108D
77 cars, caboose
50 m, ©, h. Undetermined
8ignal 1ndlecations

Slngle, 2°08' curve; 0.38 percent
ascending grade westward

Tangent; crosses track at angle of
80°; 6.0 percent ascending grade
northward

Clear

9 16 a. m.

1 k11led; 3 inJured

Motor-truck and traller occupying
rall-hlghway grade crossing

immediately in front of approachlng
train



INMTERSTATE COMYERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO., T609

_IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPQRTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY RAILROAD COMPANY

15777

February 24, 1955

Accldent near Ansley, Nebr.,, on January 13, 1985, causcd
by a motor-ftruck and trailer occupying a rall-
highway grade crossing lmmediately in front of an
spproaching train.

E

1-
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

CLARKE, Commissloner: '

On January 1&, 1955, there was a colllsion between a
freight traln on the Chicago, 3Burlington & Julncy Rallroad
and a motor-truck and traller at a raill-highway erade
crossing near fnsley, Nebr., which resulted 1n the death
of one trein-service employee, and the inJury of the

., driver of the motor-truck snd two traln-service employees.

L
Under authority of sectlion 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
. merce Act the above~entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commisslon to Commlssioner Clarke for consideration and
dlspostition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Cperation

Thls accldent occurred on that part of the Alllance
and Sterling Divislones cxtending between Ravenna and Seneca,
Nebr., 129.87 miles. In the vicinity of the point of accl-
dent this 1s & single~track line, over which tralne are
operated by signal indicationz. The acclident occurred on
the main track 32.54 mlles west of Ravenna and 1,800 fcet
weat of the station at Ansley, where the rallroed 1s crossed
at grade by Nebraska State Hlghway Ne. ©2. From the east on
the rallroad there are, in successlon, a tangent 5,111 feet
in length, & splral 355 feet, and a 2°08' curve to the left
161 feet to the point of accident and 372 feet westvard.
The grade for west~bound trains is 0.3% percent ascendlng
throughout a dlatance of more than 2,000 feet immediately
east of the point of accident. In the vicinity of the
crosaing the track 1ls laid on a fill approximately 5 feet 1n
helght.

In the immediate vicinlty of the point of accident Nebraska
State Highway Mo, 2 parallels the rallroad on the south. The
north edge of the highway 1s approximately 75 feet south of
the track. ighway No. 92 extends northward from Hlghwry No.

2 and Intersects the rallroad at right angles, This highway
1s 74 feet in width at the north edge of Highvay No, 2 and
narrowe to 40 feet in width at a point 40 feet south of

the crossing and to 20 feset 8 inches 1ln width at the crossing.
It is tangent throughout a digtence of approxlmately 150 feet
lmmedlately north of the crossing and ls surfaced with gravel.
Planking 1s provided on each side of cach rall at the crossing,
and the remalning area of the crosslng 1s surfaced with
bituminous material to the level of the tope of the rails, The
grade for north-tound vechicles averages approximately 6.0
percent ascendlng rom the Junctleon with Highway No., 2 to the
crossing.

A clrcular rallroad-crossing advance-warning sign ls
loccated to the right of the direction of north-bound high-
wvay traffle, about 20 feet east of the center-~line of the
hlghway and 27 feet 6 lnches south of the center-line of the
track. Thlis sign 1s mounted on a post, and its center 1sg ©
fext 2 lnches above the level of the highway. It bears two
dlagonal black lines iIntersecting at right angles and the
letters "RR" 1in black on a rellow background., A triangular
metal rallroad-crosgeing sign 1s mounted on a mast in the north-
vest angle of the lntersection, approximately 25 feet west
of the center~line cf the hlchway and 17 feet north of the
center-line of the track, Another rail-highwvay grade crossing
18 loceted immedilately cast of the statlon at Ansley end
approximately 1,850 feet cast of the point of saccldent.


http://gra.de

-8 ~ 3609

This carrier's operating rules read in part as follows:
14, Englne Whistle 8lgnals,

NOTE,~-The eignals prescribed are 1llustrated by "o"
for short sounds; "__" for longer sounds, % * %

Sound, ) . . Indicatlion.

(1) - o Approaching public crossings at
- grade, last blast prolonged
untll crossing ia reached.

L0 B J

17. The headlight will be dlsplayed to the front of
every traln by day and by night, * #

Mo tor vehlcle laws of the 8tate of Nebraska read in pert
ag follows:

39-724, % ¥ ¥ the driver ¥ % ¥ of any vehlcle carrylng
explosive substances or inflammable liaulds as a cargo
or part of a cargo, before crosslng at grade any track
or tracks of a rallroad, shall stop such vehicle within
fifty feet but not less than ten fcet from the nearest
rall of such rallroad, and while so stopped shall llsten
and look in both directlons along such track for any
approaching train and shall not proceed until he can do
go sgafely

Motor Csrrier Safety Regulations of the Commisslon read
in part as follows:

Part 192--Driving of Motor Vehlcles

Section 182.10 Railrcad grade crossings; stopplng
required, ¥ % #

* % B

(¢) Any cargo tank, whHether loaded or empty, used
for the transportatlon of any dangerous article ag
defined in the regulationa of the Commlisslon shall,
upon approaching any rallroad grafe crossing, meke a
full stop not more thsen 50 feet, nor less than 15 fect
from the nearsst rall of such rallroad grade crossing,
and shall not proceed untll due caution has heen takeén
to ascertaln that the course 1g clear; * % #
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The Code of Federal Reculatlons pertaining to trans-
portation defines gasolling 1n cuantitles over 10 gallons as
a dangserous article.

The maximum authorized speed for freight tralins is 50
miles per hour.

Desgripiion of Accldernt

Extra 1084 West, & wegt-bound freight train, conslated
of Diesel-electric unite 1084, 1083, 108C, and 108D, coupled
in mrltiple-~unit control, 77 cars, and a cebeose, Thls traln
departed from Favenna at 8:25 a. m., pasged the eest sldlng-
gwltch at Ansley, 1.48 miles east of the point of accidsny,
at $:14 o, m., according to the disgpatcher's record of the
movement of tralns, and while meving at an estlmated specd
of 50 mliles per hour 1t struck a moter-truck and freiler
on a rail-highvay crossing 1,50C feet west of the station
at Ansley, where thc railroad is erossed at grade by Nebraska
State Hichvay No. 92.

The vehicles involved wers a motor—-truck and a traller
owned and operated by the Home C11 Compnny of Hasgtineg, lMebr
The driver, who was tne gole occupcont, held Febraska Arlv-or's
licenge Mo, EZZ-051322, The truck was a 12583 Dilsmond T Hodel
321, pcwersd by a gix-cylinlier Dieeel =ngine., It bore
Ngbraska 1954 license No. 14-6-332 and Xansae 18541555
license "o, 10574 108%75. It was provided '7ith an enclosed
cab. Dual tires -rere nrovided on the rear wheelg., A steel
cargn tanx was mounted nn the chasslas., The treallior wvnas a
four-wheel 1550 model Fruehauf, cogulpp2d vith a steel carszo
tork. Dual tircs vere nrovided on all wheels., This unlt
bore Nebraska 1284 license No, Traller 14-13-17 and Kaoneas
19254~2985 license Yo, 10878. BREoth the truck and ths traller
were equlpped vith alr braxes, The fctal lenegth of the trucx
and ftraller, coupled, wag 48 Teet 2 inches. At the time of
the aoeldent compart~ents Nes. 1, 2, and 3 of the tenk om the
truck were loaded ywith 870 gallons of furnace oil, 275 galians
of ethyl ~amocline, and 885 gallons of resular gasoline,
respectively, The Nos. 1, 2, and 38 compartmenta of thc
traller tarx were loaded with 1,930 gnllons ¢of regular gasosline,
485 gellons of furnace 01l, and 1,340 galions of furnace oil,
regpectlvely., This cargo was loaded st Eldorsdo, Kans., and
was destized to Sargent, Nekr. Tres=z vehnicles gpproached the
polnt of accident from the east on Highway No, 2 and entered
Highwey No. 22 at the Junction immediatoly south of the
crossing, The vebhlcles then proeeeded northward on this hichway,
and while moving over the crossings 2t an undetcrmined speed
they were giruck by Extra 102A ¥goat,
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Extra 108A West stopped with the front end of the
locomotive 1,471 feet west of the point of collislon, None
of the eaulpment of the train was deralled. The front end
of the first Diesel-electric unit was damaged by the collision,
The tanks of both vehicles were ruptured, and the control
and engine compartments of the first Dliesel~electric unlit
were badly demaged by an explosion of gasollne vapor, whlch
had seeped into the dy of the unlt, and by the ensulng fire.
The second Dlesel-electric unlt was somewhat damaged by flre,

The truck and the traller were separated by the force of
the 1mpact. The truck stopped on ita left glde, hesded east-
ward, on the north sglde of the track and parallel to 1t. The
front end of this vehlcle was 4 feet weat of the highway
and 24 feet nort:h of the track. The front wheels bf the
traller were dlaplaced when the ecollislon occurred, and the
tralier stopped with the front end immediately west of the
highvay and 21 feet south of the track. The rear end stopped
on the highway about 40 feet south of the track. The truck
was destroyed, and the traller vas hadly damaged.

The engineer was killed, The fireman and the front
brakeman were lnjured,

The weather was clear at the time of the accldent, which
occurred about 9:16 a, m.

During the 30-day perlod precseding the day of the accldent
the average dally movement over the erossing vas 2.4 tralns.
During the 24-hour perlod beginning at 1 p. m., Jamaary 18,
1956, 283 automoblles and 64 motor-trucks passed pver the
crossing.

Discusslon

Ag Extra 1084 West was approaching the point where the
aceldent occurred the enginemen and the front brakeman were
malntalning a looxout ahead from thelr respectlve positlaons
in the control commartment at the front of the locomotive.
The conductor snd the flegnan were in the cgboose., The speed
wa8 about 5C miles per hour, as estimated by the surviving
members of the crev, The headlicht wes lighted. The brakes
of this traln had bteen tested and nad functioned proverly
when used en route., The flreman and the front brakeman
sald that the grade-crossing whlstle slgnal had been sounded
for two grade crossings east of the staSion at Ansley, and
1t wags belng scunded agaln as the train approached the
crossing west of the statlon, They obgssrved the ftruck and
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traller moving westward on Highway Mo. 2 when the locometive
vag in the vicinity of the station, The members of the crew
on the locomotive became concerned when the vehicles turned
into Highway No. 92 and proceeded tovard the crossing, The
engineer continued to sound the pneumatic horn, apd when 1t
became apparent that the vehicles would enter the crosaling In
frent of the train he moved the brske valve to emergency
posltion, The collision occurred before the speed of thre
train was materially reduced, Immedlately after the brakes
were applied the fireman and'the front brakeman left the
control compartment, They eastlmated that the locomotive waa
then 200 feet east of the crossing. The surviving members of
the crew on the locomotive sald that the colllsion occurred
immedlately after they left the control compartment, and a few
seconds lalter, after they had proceeded %o the rear door of
the first Dlesel-~electric unit, there was an exploslon,
Apparently gasoline from the ruptured tanks of the vehlcles
entered the control and engine compartments of thls unlt and
vaporized sufficiently To sxplode when it became 1lgnited.

During this investleation the driver of the truck stated
that he stopped the truck and looked and llstened for approach-
ing tralns before entering the crossing, and that he then pro-
ceeded and did not observe Extra 108A West approaching until
immedlately before the collislon occurred. From other 1n-
formation obtalned during the lnveatigation 1t appears that
after the aceldent occurred the driver may have made confllct-
ing statements a8 to whether the truck had been stopped
lmmedlately before it entered the cressing, The driver had
been regularly employed since Cctober 8, 1953,1n thls service
in the territory where the accident occurred,

The lawsg of the State of Nebraske and the regulations
of thls Commission requlre that vehlicles transporting in-
flammable liquids or dangerous articles must stop wlthin
preserited distences from the nearest rall of a rellroad at
a crossing of the type here ilnvolved, anéd must not proceed
until the driver hag ascertalned that 1%t 1s safe to do so.
As a vehlcle approaches this crossing from the junction of
Highvays Nos, 2 and 22, the drlver has an unobstructed view
of the track east of the crosslneg throughout a dletance
of more than 1,500 feet. A railroad-crossing advance-wvarning
8lgn for north-bound hightay trafflc snd a standard triangular
rallroad-crossing sign, visible to hlghway trafflc 1n elther
direction, are provided st this crocasing,
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gause

This accldent was caused by & motor-truck and traller
cccupying a rall-hizhway grade oromsine immediately in front
of an approachlng treln,

Dated at Washingten

De C., thls twenty-fourth
day of February, 1965,

By the Commieslon, Commilgsioner Clarke,

( SEAL) GRORGE W. LAIRD,

Secretary.



