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Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Xind of accident:

Train involved:
Train numper:
Engine rnumber:
Consist;
“stimated spee~d:

Operation:

Track:

“Teataer:
Time:
Casualties:

Tause:

9 - Inv-3033

Tllinois Central
November 3, 1945
St. Gabriel, La.
Derailment
Dascsenger

1S

1014

7 cars:

50 m, . n,

Timetable, train orders and auto-
matic block-signal system

Single; tangent; 0.057 percent
ascending grade nortnward

Clear
1105 pn., nm.
1 killed; 2 injured

Obstruction on track



TNTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

IMVESTIGATION NO. 3033

IN TWE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTTGATION REFORTS
UNDER THE ,ACCIDEI'T RTFCORIS ACT OF 178Y &, 1910,

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RATLROAD COMPANY

Decemher 12, 1946,

Accident at St, Gabriel, la,, on Hoverber 3, 19486, caused
by ar obstruction on tne track,.

1
REPCRT OF THE COMITSSION

PATTERSO!l, Commissioner:

On November 3, 1 , there was a derailmert of a
passenger train on tn ilincis Central Reilroad at St.
Gabriel, Le,, wvnich resulted in tne deatnin of one employee,

and tne injury of two passengers.
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lUnder autaorlty of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Tom-
merce Act tne above-entitled preceeding was referred by thne
Commission to Commlissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition,
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Location of Accident and ethod of Operation

Tnis accident occurred on that nart of the Vicksburg
M visicon exterding between Orleans Jct, and Baton Rouge, la.,
76 miles, a single-track line, over wricq trains are operated
by timetable, trsin orders and an automatic block-signal
system, The accident occurred 63,7 miles north of Orleans
Jet, and €1 feet soutn of tne station at St. Cabriel, wnere
tne railroad is crossed at grade by State Highway No, 179A
Tne maln track is tangent throug nout a distance of 0.9 mile
immediately souvth of tne crossing and 6.43 miles nortnward
The grade is 0.087 percent ascending nortaward.

The track structure consists of 90-pound rail, 39 feet in
lengtn, laid on an average of 22 tles to tne rail length. It
is ful]y tieplated, single-spiked, provided with 4-nole angle
bars and an average of & rail anchors per rail lengtn. Rallast
wvnicen nad been spread in the immediate vicinity several days
prior-to .November 3 was still on the track structure at thne
Ttime tne accident occurred, State Eignway No. 179 intersects
tne railroad at rignt angles. Tnhe hignway and tne crossing are
about 18 feet wide, Tne nignway 1e practically level througnout
a coneciderable distance on eacn side of the crossing. At tre
time of the accident, tne surface of the crossing conslisted of
loose slap between tae rails and tnroupgnout a distence of several
feet outside escn rail, Flangeways were not provided, Between
tne rails tne surface of tne slag was practically level with tne
tops of tane rails, and ovtside the rails it sloped upward to
about 5 incheq above the level of tane tops of the rails. Tne
soutn switeh of a siding, which parallels tne main track on the
weet, 1leg 254 feet nortn of the centerline of tne crossing,
“ntry to tnils giding is made tarougn a No. 10 turnout,

Automatic signal L-£80-6, governing north-bound movements,
1s 175 feet soutn of tne cenuerline of <tne crossing, Tnis
gignal is of tne color-lignt type.

maximum authorized speed for the train involved was
per nour,

Tescrivtion of Accident

e

Yo, 38, a nortn-bovrd first-class passenger traln, con-
sisted of engine 1014, a 4-5-2 type, one baggage car, one
express cer, onc passenger-mall car, one coacn, one buffet car,
onz Pullman sleeping car and one coacn, in tine order named,

All cars were of stesl construction., Tnis train departed from
Reserve, the last open office, 41 miles south of St. Gabriel,

at 10:10 p, m., on time, passed sigral L-880-6, wnich displayed
proceed, and wnile 1t was movine at an estimated speed of 60
miles per nour tne front engine-truck wneels were derailed to



- 6 - Tnv-3033

tne left at the highway crossing at St. Gabriel. These wneels
continued in line with the track 264 feet to tne soutn siding-
switen, where the gecneral cerailment occurred,

Tne engine stopred on its rignt side west of tne tracks .
end at an angle of 45 degrees to tnem, with the front end 340
feet nortn of the soutn siding-switecn and 32 feet west of tne
main track. The e gine was badly damaged ard the cab was demol-
ished. The tender was torn loose from tne engine and stopped
vprignt, off its trucks, 232 feet nortn of the engine and across
the main track, Thne first car stopped uprignt, off its trucks,
east of tne main track and at right angles to it, at a point 61
feet nortn of tne engine, The second and tnird cars, remalning
coupled, stopped practically upright, wita tnc front end of tne
second car 230 feet norta of the enzine and 20 feet east of tne
main track, and the rcar crd of tnc third car 80 fect nortn of
tne engine and on thne roadbed. The Tourtn, fifth and sixth cars,
remaining coupled, stopped uprignt on tne roadbed and immediately
south of the tnird car. Thc seventna car was not derailed, The
first to fourtn cars, inclusive, were badly damaged and tne
fifth and sixtn cars were sligintly damaged.

Thz weather was clear at tne time of *the accident, wnich
occurred about 11:02 p, m,

Tne engineer was killed,

Discuvsesion

No. 38 was moving on tangcnt track at a speed of about
60 miles per nour, in territory winere the maximum authnorized
speed was 60 miles per novr, vhen it was derailed, There was
no defective condition of ine er‘ine prior to tne derailment,
and tnere was no indication of dragging cquipment,

As No. 38 was approacning tre point wnere tne derailment
occurred tne neadlignt was lighted brigntly, and tne enginemen
were maintaining a lookout anead. Signal L-880-6, located 175
feet south of tne crossing, displayed proceéd, The first the
fireman knew of anytning being -~ rong was immediately after tne
engine entered upon tne crossing wnen ne saw snarks flying from
tne left side near toe front of the engine, but tnz general
derailment occurred before ne couvld call a warning to the
engineer. The enginecr was killed in thc accident. The members
of tae train crew did not observe any apnlication of the brakes
immediately prior to tnz dcrailment., Tne brakes of tnis train
nad becen tested and nad functioned vroperly en route.

Tn- first mark -of dersilment was a flange mark on ftop of
tne west rail at a point 11 fect north of tae centerline of tne
crosesling, Tnis mark continued diagonelly outward across the
top of the nead of wne rail a distance of 14 feect, At a point
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S feet nortinward wnecl mariks apnearcd inside the east rail,

end Trom tnis voint nortnward a distance of 234 feet to tne

soutn ciding-switen wrieel ~arkxe appeared in tne loose slag inside
trne cast rail end outside tnc west raill. TYnere were scraving
marks on tne inner surface of *nc left front engine-truck wneel
and on the ovter surfacc ol tae right front vinezl, Ths marks

on tnc rail, in tnc slag and on tnc front cnginc-truck wnecls
indicate tunet this pair of vhecls was tne Tfirst to beccome derailed,

Juring a period of scveral days prior to trne day tnz ncci-
dent occurrcd track forces nocd been éengaged in raising and robal-
lostins the tracxz in tnis vicinity. Tarougrout a considerable
cistance immedistely south and nortin of the crossing end over
me crossing slag bnllast ned bo.n deposited petween tne rails
3 outside the ralls., Thc track forces ccased worzing on tne
e¢rnoon of MNovember 2, and no insvection of tnc track in trc
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vicinity of the crossing was mede for a meriod of about 34 nours
prior to thc time thzs accident occurrcd. Tne Toremen 1n cnargce
of tnc trock tnougnt conditions =t th. creseing werc safe for
rermal scrvice, Several trains posscd over tac crossing during
tnis period. Exaninotion after tne accident disclosed taat

tne slag betweon thc reile at tiac cereseing was practicelly level
witn thie Ttope of the roils, 228 outsids t.e ralls it slopad
vpward to about 5 incnes anove tiit ra*le. Thore was a consider-
eble amount of crusncd slaz on tne tops of tne r-ils, Appar-
-ntly, venlculesr traffic over trc crossing hod rcsulted in
lodging a sufficient amount of sleg on tnc tovns £nd ageinst the
gage sides of tne rails for the left front cnginc-truck wneel

to be raiseld nign cnough for tic flange to mount the reil, and
tnen tac crnfine-truclz vieel coatinucd on top of e reil to tne
point vmere 1t drovo.d outside tne roil,
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t ie found thet tinis accident was crused by an obstruction
on tnc track.

nzton, D, C., tnis twelfth



