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October 10, 1933. 

To tne Commission: 

On August 37, 1932, there was a rear-end collision between 
two fi eight trains on the Louisville U Nasuville Railroad at 
Doyle, Xy., m i c h resulted in the death of one employee and the 
injury of one employee. 

Location and metnod of operation 

This accident occurred within the yard limits at D o y m , 
located on that part of the Evensville Division rnich extends 
between Louisville, Ky., and Evansville, Ind., a distance of 155.4 
miles. In tne immediate vicinity of the point of accident this is 
a s m g ] e-t rack line over which trams are operated oy time-table 
and train orders, no bio oi:- signal system being m use. Tne yard 
at Doyle parallels the on the east side, the north end 
of the yard being about 1^ miles south of the station at 0r-ens-
boro, Xy. , and the yard office and coal chute are locatod at that 
end of the yard. Yard trace 1 is used as a passing track. There 
is also one track on tne west side of the main track, t u s track 
being used as a storage trace. Tne accident occurred on tie n a m 
track at a point 4,739 feet north of the south yard-limit ooard 
and about one-half mile south of the ya.xd. office, approach mo, this 
point fror the south, the track is tangent for a distance of 
approximately 3 miles, this tangent extending for a considerable 
distance beyond tie point of accident. Tne trade is practically 
level. 

It was partly cloudy at the time of the accident, w u c h 
occurred about 9.35 p.m. 

Description 

2xtra 1341, in charge of Conductor Hinton and Engmeman 
St en ell, was ordered to leave Owensboro at 8.15 o.m., and at the 
tine of the accident the crew was engaged m making up the t r a m 
m Doyle yard. After picking up 13 cars on the storage track tne 
cars were coupled to the caboose, which was standing on t u e m a m 
track, ana tnen pusned back aoout 25 car-lengths on the n a m 
tracjv, The engine was then moved to yard tracn 4 in order to 
pic„ up wore cars, and was so engaged uhen the rear end of the 
t r a m , which had been standing on the n a m track aoout 20 minutes, 
was struck by extra 1307. 
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Northbound freight train extra ̂ -30? co*npisted of 24 cars and 
a caboose, 1,527 tons, n a also, by engine 1307, and was- m -cn-arge of 
Conductor Barer and Engineman whitehouse-. This train passed 1 

Cloveroort, 37.5 miles soutn of Doyle, at 8.21 p.m., according to 
the t r a m sneet, and collided witi tne rear end of extra 1341 ^ 
while t ravel m a at a speed estimated to have been about 2C niles 
per ho^r, 

Tne caooose of extra 1341 was practically demolished, and the 
four cars immediately ahead of it j°re deiailed and more or less 
danaeed, the fiftn car fro A tne caboose was partly derailed. 
Engine L307 was derailed to the left, traveled a diatance of about 
225 feet, and came to rest at aooot a <i5° angle to the ? a m track 
with its front end on tne storage trace and leaning on the left. 
,/ith toe exception of the tender and one truck of tne fi.st car, 
none of the other equipment m this t r a m -vas derailed. 

Tne employee killed war the bra^e'nan of extra 1307 aid the 
employee injured vas the fireman of tne sane t r a m . 

Su> nary of evidence i 

Engmeman tfhitenouse, of extra 1307, stated that the brakes 
had eeen tested and tnat he had experierced no difficulties m 
B i a n n stops or otierrfise D r a k m g tne train fron South Lomaville 
to the point of accident, a distance of about 109 miles, and the 
t r a m nad the average bra^in^ po;.'er for a short heavy train. j.dien 
he passed the yard-li nt DOcird, noving at a speed of aooet 20 
miles per hour, he had a clear view and -pould- see tne yard office 
semaoaore clearly. He closed tne throttle at that time, «vith tne 
intention of stopping at the /ard of pice, as re thought tL_e rram 
iract i.as eleai, and shortly afterwards he made a 10 or 15-pound 
braao-pipe redaction, when aco>t 35 car-lengtns from <,rnere the 
accident afterwards occurred. The bra^e valve m holding 
position, and he cas aoout 7 or 8 car-lengtns fron the caboose 
when ne fust noticed it, ne at once moved the brake-valve handle 
to the emergency position, reversed the engine, and opened the 
sandcrs. Engmeman iJhitenoo.se stated that he nad been looking out 
continuously after entering the yard limits, and that his neadlight 
uas a u i n m t and gave a gooa lignt, and the reason he did not see 
tne caboose sooner uas because the markers on the caooose ivere 
very di ' . He also stated that ne ,,aa familiar ith the oalletin 
instructions m effect at Doyle and certain other yards, authoriz­
ing second class and inferior trams to occupy the m a m track on 
the tiiie of other second class and inferior trams without pro-
tection. 

Fire lan Bu^ke, of extra 1^07, stated that ne vas cleaning 
the deck of the engine v nen the t r a m passed the yard-lmit board 
at a speed of about 3o niles per horn-.. He heard an application of 
the orakes, and noticing that tne brakeiran had left tne left side 
of tne cab, he got up to look out, and at that tine he noticed 
the dim markers on the caooose, about 35 car-lengths distant, the 
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speed still was about 35 rules per hour and ne then warned the 
engmeman by calling "Caboose down there" and about that time the 
brakes were applied m emergency. Fireman Burke stated that at 
this time the brakeman was standing on the deck on the right side, 
and then moved over and began looking out from the gangway on the 
right side. The fireman did not pay any further attention to the 
operation of the tram until the brakeman called "There tney are", 
-and on looking through the front window on the right side ©f-i-he 
cab he realized that a collision was imminent. Fireman Burke 
further stated that the train was operated into Doyle yard at a 
higher rate of speed than is customary, however he did not trunk 
it was his duty to call bhe engmeman's attention to the matter as 
he considered the engineman was familiar with the rules and 
special instructions, and he also stated that when he first saw 
the caboose markers they were very dim and at that time he thought 
the caboose was about 65 car-lengths distant, afterwards he real­
ized it was haay weather whicn caused the markers to appear dimly wnexi he first saw them. 

Conductor Bauer, of extra 1307, stated that just before 
arriving at Doyle he climbed down from the cupola of the caboose 
for the purpose of writing a message, he felt the brakes go into 
emergency and the speed was reduced from 35 miles per hour to 
about 30 miles per hour and then the t r a m came to a sudden stop. 
Up to this time there had not been anything unusual m the Handl­
ing of the tram. 

The statements of Flagman Taylor brought out nothing ad­
ditional of importance, and he agreed that the speed was 35 miles 
per nour when entering the yard. 

Car Inspector Brown, who was only a few car-lengths away 
when the collision occurred, had seen the tr^in coming wnen it 
was about 1-̂- miles distant, but when he realized that it uas not 
going to stop m time to avoid a collision it was too late to do 
any flagging. He did not think the t r a m was being operated_ into 
Doyle yard at an unusual rate of speed. 

Conductor Hmton, of extra 1341, stated that he and his crew 
were engaged in making up their t r a m and after picking up 13 
cars from the storage track they coupled the cars to the caboose 
and pushed them down the m a m track about 25 car-lengths, where 
they were left with the brakes set. The crew then moved over to 
track 4 m the yard, and after picking up some cars they were 
pulling out of the yard when they were signalled to stop. 
Conductor H m t o n walked back to ascertain the trouble and was 
informed of the accident. He further stated that the rear end 
of his t r a m had been standing on the m a m track about 15 or 20 
mihutes. The statements of Engineman Stengell, Fireman Sears, 
Brakeman Brown and Flagman karion, all of extra 1341, added 
nothing of importance, except that Flagman Marion said tne 
markers on his caboose were unusually good, and tnat tney were 
burning properly when he saw them 5 or 10 minutes prior to the 
accident. 



Conclusions 

This accident was caused by the failure of Engineman White-
house, of extra 1307, to operate his train under control within 
yard limits. 

Bulletin No. 367, issued Hay 13, 1933, contained the follow­
ing instructions 

Second class and. inferior trains and switch 
engines, switching or working between yard limit 
boards at Irvington, Doyle, Henderson, Hopkins-
ville and Guthrie, will be allowed to do so agamst 
the time of second class and inferior trains that 
have not arrived without protecting their trains m 
accordance with the rales. Second class and inferior 
trams approaching these yard limits from either 
direction must approach the yard limit boards pre­
pared to stop, and must proceed through tne yard 
between the yard limit boards expecting to find 
second class and inferior trains and yard engines 
using the m a m track and switching without pro­
tection* 

</hile the evidence was conflicting in some of its details, 
it is apparent that Engmeman \Yhitehouse was operating his t r a m 
into Doyle at too high a rate of speed and that no material 
reduction m speed was made until the caboose of extra 1341 was 
seen a short distance away, when an emergency application of the 
brakes was made, too late to avert the accident. Engineman 
vifhitenouse was handling a short heavy tram, and m view of the 
bulletin instructions above quoted, he should have been particu­
larly careful to have his t r a m under full control when entering 
these yard limits. 

The evidence also is conflicting as to the exact condition 
of the maricers on tne caboose of extra 1341. The flagman said 
they were burning well when he last saw them, while those on the 
engine of extra 130 7 said they yjere burning dimly, although the 
fireman thought that hazy weather night have accounted for this 
condition. Under the bulletin instructions, however, the con­
dition of these markers did not relieve Engineman Whitehouse of 
the necessity of operating his t r a m prepared to stop. 

All of the employees involved were experienced men, althou 
Engineman ii/hitehouse was making his second trip as an engineman 
since April 14, 1933, none of these men had been on duty m vio­
lation of any of the provisions of the hours of s e i v i a e law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I), P. BORLAND, 
Director. 
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