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RZPORT OF TEE DIRECTOR OF TEE BUREAU OF SAFETY COWCERIING AT
ACCIDEIT OI' THE LOUISVILLE & HASHVILLZ RATILROAD CO.PANY
AT DOYLE, KY., OIf AUGUST 27, 1933.

October 10, 19323,

To tae GoxmmlsSsion:

On August 27, 1932, there was a rear—-cnd collision betueen
tvo fieight train 8 01 the Louilsville ¢ Lasaville Railroad at
Doyle, Xy., waick resulted 1n the death of onc employee axd the
injury of one employee.

Location and metand of operation

This accident occurred within the yard limits at Dovl.,
located on that part of trhe Evensville Jivision valch 2xcends
beéiwsen Lovisville, Fy., and Zvansville, Ind., a dastance of 155.4
miles, In tone 1mmnediate vicinity of t“e point of accident this 1e
a 31ngle—t1ack line over which trains are operated »v tine-taole
aal train orders, no blosxk-siznal systen oelnb in use, Taxe yard
at Doyle oarallels the main track on the east side, the .aorth end
of the vard belng apout 1} miles south of the statlon at Omens—
boro, Xy., and the yard off1ice and coal chute are locatzd av thatb
end of the yard. Yard tracsg 1 1s uced as a passiny track, There
18 also one track on tae yest side of the maia tracﬁ, ti1s track
being used as a storage tract, Tae accident occurred on the nain
track at a point 4,719 feet north of the soutn yard-limit woard
aad about one-half mile souta of the yard office, approacrin: this
poLlat fror the south, the track 1s tarpent for a distance of
approxi.ately 2 mllﬂs, this tangent c¢xteanding for a consiceravle
distance beyond tre point of accident. 7Tne srade 18 pracwically
lsvel.

It was partly cloudy at the tine of the accidant, w:iich
occurred about S.235 p.m

Leccription

Zxntra 1341, in charge of Conductor Hinton and dngineran
Stea,_ell, was ordered to leave Owensboro at 8.15 p.m,, aal at the
T1l.1¢ o the accident the crew was eangaged 1n faXking up tThe traln
1n Doyle vard, After pickins up 13 cars on the st d;age track tne
cars were coupled to the caboose, which was standing oa tue wain
tracik, anc tanen pusaed back aocout 25 car-lenatlhie on the ..a1a
tracs, Thé engine was then moved %o yard traci 4 1a orler to
plc.. up more cars, and vas so engaed vaen the rear end of the
train, which had been sta.uding on the ain track aosout 20 .1nutes,
was strucl. by extra 1307.
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Lorthbouad freight train extra 430 dnslsted of 24 cars and
a cabnoge, 1,537 tor , naulsad by EJleP and was- 1n cnarge of
Concdictor 3Baaser and Anglaeman Whltbb“USu. “Hlu train passed \
Clovernort, 37.5 miles soutn of Doyle, at 8.21 p.a., according to
the trar~ saeet, and collided wita tne rTear end of extra 1341
while tra"ellnﬂ at a speed estimated to have been abour 20 us1les g
na2r Mour,

Tne caosocse 2f extra 1341 was practically demolished, and the
four cars 1miegiacely ahead of 1t 7ore derarled and more or less
danzeed, the fiftn car froa tne coboess was partly derailec.
Tagiae L3007 was dgerailed to the 1eft, traveled a dietance of about
285 feet, and cave to rust at acout a 450 aazle to the sain track
with 1ts Iront end on tre stor &5u tracs and leaning on the left,
J1th tnc exception of the tender and one truck of tne .86 car,
docas »f the other equipment 1n this train was derailed.

Toe eaployec killed war the prazexan ol extra 1307 aad the
emplovee 1njured vas the fireman of toe sane train,

Su. mary oI evideace

Enginerwan Jhiteaouse, ol extra 1307, sitaited thatl the brakes
had oeen itested and tnat he had expsrierced no difficulties 1in
mazin, SLopsS oT otaerwlsSe prakilay the traln frou South Loalsville
to the poiat of accident, & distance of about 109 miles, anc the
train cad tre average bragin. poser for a short Leavy %rain. «hen
he pasced the yard-i1 2% poard, noving at & speed of avout 20
miles pcor heur, he had a clear view and £oald see tne yard oflace
sewan-ore clearly. He closca the throttie at that tiae, with tne
intention ovU stopping at the sard olfice, as re thoughl t.e wain
trac’. was ciear, and shortly aflerwaras he rade a 10 or lo—-pound
braza-plpe TEGqul. , Yhen acous 35 car-leagihs from »Jere the

sccident aftterwards occurred. The bra.e valve 748 1in holdlng

pecivzor, and he vas asous 7 or 8 car-lengtue Tfron tl.e cabonse
wien 22 faxst nosiced 1t, ne at once uoved the brake-valve handle
to the enargency 0031tlon rcversed the engine, and onen2d tre
sanders, anglne-an Anltunoase stated that Le mad been looliing out
continuvously aftier entering the vard limits, and that his aeadlaight
Las oominca. and gave a gooa ligni, and the rdeon he dia 10t see
tae canose socner wis pecause the aakers on the caaoose yere
very di-., Fe also svated itlat ne .as fa-iliar 1tk the culletin
instructions 1a effect at Doyle aad certain other yargs, «itlioriz-
1ing second class and inferior trains to occupy the wmain tracs on
the t1e of other second class and 1aferiqr trains withoul pro-— .
tection. :

7 stated that 3e vas cleaning
the decir of the Lnglne v 2 traln passed the yard-linit board
at a spced of about 3o 38 per hoia., He heard an application of
at ta
0

Fireian Bu.ze, ot ext
ne
L
the orakes, and noticing taat e brateran Lad left tae 1sft sids
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of vnc cab, he got up to at, and at that time he noticed

)
the din rarkers on the ca about 35 car-lengths distanl, the
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speed st1ill was agbout 35 niles per hour and ne then warned the
engineman by calling "Caboose down there" and about that time the
braxes were applied 1n emergency. FiTreman Burke stated that at
this time the brakeman was standing on the deck on the right side,
and then moved over and began looking out from the gancway on the
right side., The fireman did not pay any further attention to the
operation of the train until the brakeman called "There tney are™",

—and on looking through the front window on the right side efthe
cab he realized that a collision was imminent, FiTreman Burke
further stated that the train was operated into Doyle yard at a
higher rate of speed than 1s customary, however he did not tanink
1t was his dubty fto call the engineman's attention to the matter as
he considered the engineman was familiar with the rules and
speci12]l i1instructions, and he also stated that when he first saw
the caboose markers they were very dim and at that time he thought
the caboose was about €5 car-lengths distant, afterwards he real-
1zed 1t was hazy weather which caused the markers to appear dimly
wnen he first saw them.

Conductor Bauer, of extra 1307, stated that just before
arriving at Doyle he c¢limbed down from the cupola of the caboose
for the purpose of writing a message, he felt the brakes go i1nto
emergency and the speed was reduced from 35 miles per hour to
about 20 miles per hour and then the itrain came to a sudden stop.
Up to this time therc had not been anythinz unusual 1n the nandl-
ing of the train,

The statements of Flagman Taylor brought out nothing ad-
ditional of importance, and he agreed that the speed was 35 miles
per nour when entering the yard.

Car Ingpector Brown, who was only a few car-lengths away
when the colllslon occurred had seen the tr-1n coming wihen 1t
was about 12 miles distant, but when he realized that 1t was not
going to stop 1in time to av01d a collision 1t was too late to do
_any flagging. He did not think the train was being operated_into
Doyle yard at an unusual rate of speed.

Conductor Hinton, of extra 1341, stated that he and his crew
were cngaged i1n making up their train and after picking up 13
cars from the storage track they coupled the cars to the caboose
and pushed them down the main track about 25 car-lengths, Vaere
they were left with the brakes set., The crew then moved over to
track 4 1n the yard, and after picking up some cars they were
pulling out of the yard when they were signalled to stop,
Conductor Hinton walked back to ascertain the trouble and was
informed of the accident. He further stated that the rear end
of his train had been standing on the main track about 15 or 20
minutes, The statements of Engineman 8tengell, Fireman Sears,
Brakeman Brown and Flagman marion, all of extra 1341, added
nothing of importance, except that Flagman sarion sald tne
markers on 118 caboose were unusually good, and taat taey were
burning properly when he saw them 5 or 10 minutes prior to tl:e
accident,



Conclusions

This accadent was caused by the failure of Engineman White-
house, of extra 1307, to operate his train under control within

yard limits, ‘
kY

Bulletin No. 3867, 1ssued May 13, 1233, contained the follow-
ins 1nstructions

8econd class and inferior trains and switch
engines, swWitching or working between yard limat
boards at Irvington, Dovle, Henderson, Hopkins-
ville and Guthraie, will be allowed to do so against
the time of second class and inferior trains that
have not arrived without protecting their trains in
accordances with the rales, Second c¢lass and i1aferior
trains approaching these yard limits from either
direction rust approach the yard limit boards pre-
pared to stop, and must proceed through tne yard
between the yard limit boards expecting to find
secaond class and inferior trains and yard engines
using the main track and switching without pro-
tection,

Wwhile the evidence was conflicting in some of 1ts details,
1t 18 apparent that Engineman WNhitehouse was operating his train
1nto Doyle at too high a rate of speed and that no material
reduction 1n speed was made unvll the caboose of extra 1341 was
seen a short distance away, when an emergency application of the
brakes was wade, too late to avert the accident. Engineman
Whitenouse was handling a short heavy train, and in view of the
bulletin instructions above quoted, he should have been particu-
larly coreful to have his train under full control When entering
these vard limits.

The evidenee 2lso 18 conflicting as to the exact condition
of the markers on the caboose of extra 1341. The flagman said
they were burning well when he last saw them, while those on the
enzine of extra 1307 said they were burning dimly, although the
fireman thought that hazy weather rmight have accounted for this
condition, Under the bulletin instructions, however, the con-
dition of these marxers did not relieve Engineman Whitehouse of
the necessity of operating his train prepared to stop.

411 of the employees 1involved were experienced men, althoug’
Ingineman whitehouse was making his second trip as an engaineman
since April 14, 1933, none of these men had been on duty in vio-
latioa of any of the provigions of the hours of reiviee law,

Respectfully submitted,

W, P. BORLALD,

Director.
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