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SUMMARY 

Railroad: 

Date: 

Location: 

Kind, of accident 

Trains I N V O L V E D : 

Train numbers: 

Engine numbers: 

Con si st: 

Speed.: 

Operation: 

Track: 

Weather: 

Time: 

Casualti e s: 

Cause: 

R E C O M M E N C L A T I O N : 

Mi ssouri-Kansas-Texas 

December 11, 1942 

Tebbetts, Mo. 

Head-end collision 

Freight 

Second 72 

737 

65 cars, caboose 

35-40 m. " 0. h. 

Freignt 

Extra 853 South 

853 

65 cars, caboose 

3-5 m. rj. h. 

Timetable and. t r a m orders 

Single; 2°16' curve; 0.47 perceive 
descending grade southward 

CI ear 

About 12:05 p. m. 

3 killed; 4 injured 

Accident caused by lap of autnority 
of tvo opposing trains 

That the Missouri-Kansas-Texas 
Railroad Company establisn a.n 
ad.equate block system on the 
line involved in ti.is accident 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

INVESTIGATION MO. 2659 

HE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

HIS SO IOURI - KAN SAS- TEXAS RATI RO dD ( COMPANY 

2 0 f 1943. 

Accident ne^r Tebbetts, Mo., on December 11, 19^2, caused, 
by lap of authority of tie opposing trains. 

PATT£ RS0N, Cdmmi a si oner: 

On December 11, 1942, there was a head-end collision 
between two freignt trains on tne Mlssouri-Kansss-Texa.s 
Railroad near Tebbetts, Mo., which resulted in tne death 
of three employees ant? tne injury of three employees on 
duty and one employee off duty. 

Und'-r authority of- section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com­
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by the 
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and 
di sf c si tion. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 
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Machens, Mo. 
98.2 mi. 

Mok&ne 
6.1 mi. 

Tebbetts 
3.8 mi. 

Point of accident 
11.3 mi. 
Boughner 

7.2 mi. 
Hartsburg 

3.9 mi. 
Easley 

7.l" mi. 
McBaine 
19.6 mi. 

Fr mldin, Mo. 

Inv. No. 2659 
Mis sourl-Kansas-Texas Railroad 

Tebbetts, Mo. 
December 11, 1942 
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Location of Accident and Method of Oner a uion 

This accident occurred on that part of the Northern District 
designated as the St. Louis Division and extending between 
Macnens and Franklin, Mo., a distance cf 162.2 miles. In the 
immediate vicinity of the "point of accident this is a single-
trec.c line over wnicn trains are operated by timetable and train 
orders. There is no block system in use. The accident occurred 
at a point 3.8 miles south of tne station at Tebbetts. Approach­
ing from the north there are, in succession, a tangent 941.3 
feet in length, a 1°05' curve to the left 655 feet, a tangent 
1,547.8 feet and a 2°16' curve to the right 536 feet to the 
point of accident. Approaching from the south there are, in 
succession, a tangent 412.9 feet in length, a 3°05' curve to 
the left 1,025.9 feet, a tangent 3,465.2 feet and a 2°16' curve 
to the left o3.2 feet to tne point of accident. The grade for 
south-bound trains is, successively, 0.429 percent.descending 
1,000 feet, C.14 percent ascending 1,100 feet, level 1,100 feet, 
0.316 Percent descending 1,100 feet and 0.47 percent descending 
ahout 25 feet to tne point of accident. The grade for north­
bound trains varies between 0.033 and 0.47 percent ascending 
throughout a distance of 5,400 feet to 'che point of accident 
and. is 0.47 percent at tne Point of accident. 

Operating rules read in part as follows: 

204. Trair orders must oe addressed to those wno 
are to execute tn^.n, naming: the place at which 
each is to receive "nis c~py. * * 

•>£• 

The maximum authorized speed for the trains involved is 40 
miles per hour. 

Description of Accident 

Second, 72, a north-bound third-class freight train, con­
sisted at the time of tne accident of engine 737, 47 loaded, and 
18 empty cars and a caboose. After a terminal air-brake test 
was made tnis train departed from. Franklin, 57.9 miles south of 
Tebbetts, at 10 a. m. , according to the dispatcher's record, of 
movement of trains, 3 hours late, and. departed from McBaine, 
38.3 miles south of Tebbetts, at 10:55 a. m., 5 hours 7 minutes 
late. At Kartsburg, 23.3 miles south of Tebbetts and. the last 
open office, tne crew received, a clearance card and copies of 
two trein orders, of which one was train order No. 57 reading 
as follows: 

Second 72 Eng 757 wait Tebbetts • 
1210 pm for Extra 355 South 
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Soconu 72 departed from Hartsburg at 11:29 o. m., 3 nours 7 
minutes late, and while moving at an estimated speed of 35 to 
40 miles per nour it collided vith Extra 853 Soutn at a Point 
3.8 miles sou en of Tebbetts. 

Extra 853 South, a south-bound freight train, consisted al 
tne time of the accident of engine 853, 32 load.ed and 33 empty 
cars and a caboose. This train departed from haehens, 104.5 
miles-north of Tebbetts, at 5:44 a. m., according to the dis­
patcher's record, of movement of trains. At Mokane, 6.1 miles 
nortn of Tebbetts, the crew received a clearance card, and cooies 
of train order No, 57, previously quoted.. This train departed 
from Mokane at 11:42 a. m. At Tebbetts, tne last open office, 
the crew received a clea.rar.ee card and. copies of two train 
ord.ers, of vnicn one was train order No. 61 reading in pare as 
follows: 

•«• # * 

Extra 853 South nas right over 
Third. 72 Eng 892 Tebbetts to 
Boughner and has riant over 
Fourtn 73 Eng 893 Tebbetts to 
Easley 
Second. 72 wai c Nertsburg 
1245 pm for Extra 853 South 

Second 72 did. not receive a cony of this order. Boughner, 
Hartsburg and. Easley are, respectively, 15,1 miles, 22.3 miles 
and 31.2 miles south of Tebbetts. Extra 35o departed from 
Tebbetts at 11:55 a. m., and while moving a c an estiraaced speed, 
of 3 co 5 miles per hour it collic.ed wi ch Second. 72. The brakes 
of Sxcra 353 had. been tested, previously, and they func cloned 
properly en route. 

Engine 757, of Second 72, w ^ s derailed and stopped, badly 
damaged, on its rignt side, east of tne track and parallel to 
it. i m e first five cars were derailed, and demolisired. Tne 
front truck of the sixth car was derailed. The tnirtietn to 
tnirty-fifth cars, inclusive, were d.erailed and. badly damaged. 
Engine 853, of Extra 855 South, was derailed and stopped, badly 
damaged, on its left side, east of the track and parallel to it. 
Tne tend.er of engine 853 we_s d.erailed., became detached from the 
engine and. stopped, badly damaged, west of the track. Tne first 
car was derailed and demolished.. The front truck of tne second, 
car was d.erailed. 

It w a s clear at the time of cl.e accident, vnicn occurred 
about 12:05 p. m. 

The employees killed were the engineer, the fireman and 
tne front brakeman of Second. 72. The employees injured were 
the engineer, the fireman and tne front brakeman of Extra 853 
Soutn, and a conductor wno ' T S deadneading on Second 72. 

http://clea.rar.ee
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Data 

During tne 30-day period preceding tne d.ay of the accid.ent, 
the average d.aily movement in tne vicinity of the point of acci-
d.ent was 21.^6 trains. 

Pi scu ssi on 

The operating rules on tne line involved ;rovid.e that train 
prefers must he aohdressed to tnose who are to execute tnsm. 

Tne investigation disclosedL tnat tne cre"s of both trains 
involved, neld copies of train order Fc . 57, thich contained, the 
provision for Second 72 to wait at Tebbetts unti] 12:10 p. ra. 
for Extra 853 Soutn. At 11:£2 a. m. the crain dispatcher issued 
order ho. 51, whicn .-gave Extra 853 right over Third, dg Tebbetts 
to B o u g m e r and right over Fourth 72 Tebbetts to Easley, ^nd 
contained the provision for Second 72 to wait at Hertsburg until 
12;45 p. m. for Extra 053. This order was sent to Tebbetts for 
d.elivery to Extra 853 and to McEaine for delivery to Tnird. and 
Fourth 72, but it was not addressed to Second 72. Second. 72 de­
parted from IIcBaine at 10:53 a. m. , 5 Q minutes before order Fo. 
61 was issued, and. passed Hartsburg, the last open office, at 
11:29 a. m., 23 minutes before tnis order was issued. The crew 
of Extra 363 received copies of order Fo. 61 at Tebbetts, and 
this train departed, at 11:',5 a. m. Extra 853 was authorized to 
use until 12:4b p. m. to clear foi Second. 72. The crew of 
Second. 72 did not nolo copies of tne order. This resulted, in a 
lap of authority of tne trains involved and tney collided at a 
point 3.8 miles soutn of Tebbetts. 

The first t,te members cf the crew on the engine of Extra 
853 knew of anything being wrong T.as when tne engineer saw 
Second. 72 aoproacning at a distance of about 300 feet, and he 
immediately moved, the brake valve to emergency position.' Tne 
engineer said, tne speed, was 3 to 5 miles per hour when he jumped 
ofl just before the collision occurred. Tne cond.uctor and. the 
flagman of Extra 853, who ware in the caboose, said, that when 
they received, copies of ord.er Fo. 61 it did not appear to read 
proper]; because, according; to the provisions of the order, 
their train could not proceed beyond Eougnnei for Tnird. 72, and 
Second. 72 was renuired to wait at Hartsburg, 7.2 miles south 
of Boughner, for Extra 853. However, they did not take action 
to communicate with the train dispatcner to ascertain if an 
error nad. been made in tne wording 0 f the order and tney per­
mitted, t.aeir train to proceed. It could not be determined at 
wnat point trie members of the crew on the engine of Second 72 
first saw Extra 853, as tney were killed in the accid.ent. The 
cond.uctor ana trie flagman were in tne caboose. They said tne 
speed was 35 to 40 miles Per hour when tne brakes became applied 
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in emergency, and the collision occurred almost immediately. 

According to tne statement of the train dispatcher, he 
erroneously worded thai, tar,t of order No. 61 wnicn contained 
the provision for Sec "rid 72 to wait at Kartebupg. It should 
have read Third 72 instead, of Second 72. The order w>s re­
peated, as sent and he failed to detect the error. He said 
there was no condition in the dispatcher's office tnat caused 
him tc become confused., and the duties reauired of him we pe 
not of sufficient volume to cause him to be overworked. 

In the territory involved, trains are operated by time­
table and. train orders onl;, . Tne Commission investigated a 
head-end. collision between two passenger trains whicn occurred 
in cnis territory on December 17, 1941, and resulted in che 
death of 5 persons and the injury of 14 persons. Tne report 
of tne Commission covering" tne investigation stated that if an 
adequate block system had. been in use on this line the accident 
would not have occurred, and. recommend.ed the establishment of 
an adequate block system on the line involved. In the present 
case, if h. adequate block system nad been in use, trie accident 
would, rot have occurred. Tnis carrier nas an automatic block-
signal system in operation between Easley and Sedelia, Mo., a 
distance of 64.7 miles. The northern end of this system is 
located 51.2 miles soutn o T e b b e t t s . 

Cause 

It is found, th n c tnis fccident was caused, by a. lap of 
authority between two opposing trains. 

r ecommendalion 

it is recommended that tne Mi ssouri-Kans^ s-Ttxa s Railroad. 
Company establish an adequate ulock-signal system on tne line 
involved in this accident. 

Dated at Washington, D. C , tnis twenty-ninth 
day of January, 1945. 

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson. 

T'. P. BARTEL 
( SEAL) 

Secretary. 

i 
J 


