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Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consist:

Speed:
Operation:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualtiesg:

Cause:

Recommencation:

- 2 - Inv-2659

SUMILARY

Missouri-Kansas-Texas
December 11, 1942
Tebbetts, Mo.

Head-end collision

Freignt : Freignt
Second 72 ¢ Txtra 853 Soutn
yasire ¢ 85583

65 carg, cebooce : 6& cers, caboose

5-40 m. p. Q. v O-C m. D. N,

C

{

Timetable and train orders

o -~
Sin.le; 218" curve; 0.47 nercent
descending srace southward

Clear
Ancut 12:05 . 11.

S killed; 4 injured
Accident csused by lap of autnority
of two opposing trains

tne Miggovri-Kansas-Texas

road Company establiesn an

uate block gystem on tne
involved in tiile accident



INTERSTATE COMMIERCE COVMISSTON

I THD IIATTER OF LIARING ACCIDENT INVISTIGATION RTPORTS
UNZ2ER THE ’CCIDENT REPORTE ACT OF TIAY 6, 1210

AT MISSCURI-KANSAS-TUXAS RAIIROLD COMPANY

Jenurvy 2%, 1043,

)
oy larn ol autuority of tio opwoeing traine.

SREZFORT OF THT COUMTISSION

nt nesr Tebbette, Mo., on December 11, 1042, caused

On Jecowrver 11, 1242, there wae a nead-end collision
betvesn “wo freicat treins on tne Migsouri-Konsse-Texas
Railroni near Tebonott I

1 tite

a— 1Y ,
of three crployeeg aad tne injury of tonree emmloyees on
o no ee u

0., wilecn resulted In tne deatn
e

AUty anc ore em loy off duly.

Linsen ~utacrity of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Con-
mercs Acv trne above-entitled proceeding was referred by Llne
Comanissior to Commicsioncer Patterson fcr consideration and
digrogition.



92,2 mi.
liokene

6.1 mi.
Tebbetts

3.8 mi.

llachens, 1lo.

Point of naccident

11.3 mi.
Boughner
7.2 mi.
Hartsburg
3.9 mi.
Easley
7.1 mi.
YMeBaine
19.6 mi.

Frinklin, lo.
2

f Extro
853 P
SouthY

Pecenber 11, 1942

Inv. No. 2659
Missouri—-Kansas-Texas Railroad

Tebbetts, Llo.
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Location of Accldent and Method of Oneration

“nis accidernt occurred on tnat part of the Northnern District
designetes as tne 8t. Louls Divisicn and extending between
Macnsne and Franklin, Mo., a distence cf 162.2 miles. 1In the

imrediate vicinity of the »oint of accident tnis 1s a slngle-
freci line over wrlca tralac ere operated by Timetable and train
orders. Thnere is no blocx ayetem in uze. The accldent occurred
at a oseint 3.8 miles soutn of tne ctation at Tebbetts. Avproesch-
Ing from tne nortn there ar=z, in successlon, a tangent 841.93

Peet in lengtn, a 1°905' curve to the left 636 feet, a tengent
1,547.6 feet and a 2°1d' curve to the rignt 536 fect to the

e

accldent. Avoroacninp from tne soutn tnere are, in

n, a tangent 412.9 Teet in longtn, a 3°03' curve to

the lefi 1,020.9 fect, a tansent 3,485.2 fest cnd a 2°16' curve

to the left ol.2 fert wo tne point of accldent. The grade Tor

soutn-tound Traine ig, successively, 0.422 percent descending

1,000 Teet, T.1% perceat ascending 1,100 feet, level 1,100 feet,

0.018 norcent Cescerndins 1,100 feet and 0.47 percent descending
<> feet to tne point of accident. The grade for norta-

tound Lrrring varles between 0.038 and 0.47 percent asceniing

T nout

4

2

a Glstance of 5,420 feet to the point of rceilencg
7 percent at tae noint of eccldent.

Opzrating rules ra2ad in part as follows:

204. Trair ordere nust oe addresgsed to those wno
are Ttc execute trew, neming the place at wnich

¥
1
.
g

13
&

£
3

2
a7 is to receive iz copy. W

Tne mexinmun autnorized spced for tne traineg involved is 40
mileg per nour.

Degcription of Accident

Sccond 72, e north-bouné tnird-clees freiznt train, con-
e

sleted 2t tne time of tae accidert of enzine 737, 47 loaded and
13 empty cars and a catooce. Affter a terminel air-brake Test
vag rede tole train devarted fro.: Franklin, 57.¢ miles soutn of
Tebbetts, 2t 10 e&. m., according to tne disnatcner's record of
rovzment of trairs, 3 nours late, and cedarted Tfrom lcBaine,
358.¢ miles soutr of Tebbette, 5t 10:53 a. 2., S ncurs 7 minutes
late. AL Harteburg, £20.2 niles goutn of Tebtetts and tne last
open office, trne crew received & clearsence card and covpies of
two trein orders, of winicn one was train order Vo. 37 reading

as follows:

Sccond 72 Eng 737 wait Tebbetts -
1210 om for Extra 8E3 South
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Seconu 72 departed from Hartsburg ot 11:29 2. m., 3 nours 7
minutes 1lstc, and wnile aoving at an estimated speed of 35 To
40 milce per pmour it collided witn Extra 853 Souwn at a voint
5.8 miles soutn of Tebbetts.

Extra 853 Soutn, a soutn-vound frecignt train, consisted at.
tine tlme of tThne acoident of cngine 823, 32 oac"nﬂ and &3 enmpty
cars and a caboos Tnie trein departed from Macacnu, 104.95
m1les nortq of Tebbett et 5144 2. m., according Tto tTne dis-

atcaer's record of movempnt of trains. At Nokane 6.1 miles
horuq ol Tebbetts, the crew recelved a clearance cerd and conies
of train ovder No. 57, previously aquoted. Tﬂlb trein denarted
Trom Molane at 11:42 a. m. At Tebbetts, tae last open oifice,
Tite creir recelved a clearance card and copieg of two Trein
ordersg, of wilcn one wesg train order No. 61 reading in vorc as
Tollows: ‘

L
Extra 803 Soutn nas rignt over
Mmird 72

2 Eng 892 ebbeutp to
Zougnner an? nag ri.nt over
Fourtn 7. LEng &893 Tebbetts to
Eagley

Second 72 walt Zeartsoury
1245 pm for Lxtre 852 Soutn

™
L
a

Sceond 72 dld rot receive o cony of this order. Eoughner,
Hartsourg anc masley are, respectively, 10,1 miles 22.3 miles
and 31.2 rniles soutn of Tebbetts. Extra &

Teboetts &t 11:85 a. m., and vhile movine ac an ubtlm9beﬂ soeed
of & ¢o 5 miles Der nour it collided wich Second 72. The Dbrakes
of Zxcra 553 nad been Tested nreviovsly, and they funccionad
vroperly en route.

Tn;ine 797, of Second 72, wnog derailed and stooned, badly
daltaged, on its rignt side, east of tne tracl end varsllel to
it. the first five cars were Cereiled and demolisned. Tne
front trurck of the sixth car was deralled. Tne tnirtietn to
talrty-Tifta cers, inclvsive, werc derailed and vadly damaged.
Engine 853, orf Extra 850 South, wag derailled and etopped, badly
damazed, on 1ts left 51”9, ast of tne tTrack and parﬂllsl to it.
Tae t‘ﬂ_ r ol engine 833 W~s cerailcd, bocame detacred from the

en-inc ancd stopped, vadly damaged, west of tne track. Tnc first
cAr 1A g do railed and demolisned. The front truck ol tac soccond
car wrs Cerailed. .

PR

I wos clear %t the tine of e accildent, wnicn occurred
about 12:05 ». m.

Tne employees killed were tne encineer, the fireman end

, - - ’ . .

tiie front brateman of Second 72 Ve employees injured were

tne encineer, the Tiremar nnd tne Tront brakemen ol Extra 858
pa 3 ;]

Soutn, end a conductor wno 'rg dencdrneading on Second 72,

Sy .

("1
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Deta

Durine tng 20-3day pe
tne everage dally moverent
[0 ] 7

dent woage 22..48 tTreins.

riod nreceding tne day cf tne accldent,
5 irn trne vicinity of the molnt of acci-

Digcusgion

T..e onerating rulees on tne line icvolved »rovide that train

ordare muc? be adlregsed to tnose wio are to execute tn=m.

“re inveetigaetion discloseed tnot tne crevs of bLoth troinsg
lnvolvea neld conlies or trein orcer YMo. &7, valcn conftoincd Coe
provieslon Tor Second 72 to welt 2T Tevkettg until 12:10 p. n.
for Lxtra 853 Scutn. Auv 11:E%2 m. tnie crelin diepetecner iecgued
order 1o. 51, wnlcn oave Txira 8EC rignt over Tnird 70 Teb.etits
to Soveraer L“d rignt over Fourtn 72 Tebbetls to ZTasley, -~nd
contained uvne provision for Second 72 to walt at Ferteburzy until
12:45 2, m. for Extra 853. Tals order wos cent to Tebbetcs for
delivery to Extra 853 ard to lcEaine for deliver, to Tnird and
Fourca 72, but 1t wace not addressed to Secrnd 72. Secornd 72 de-
narted from lfcBaine at 10:5% 2. n., 50 rinutes before order lo.
€1 was 1ssued, and ocasged Har
11:29 a. m., 23 minutec pef
of Extira 30d received copile
thig trein deperiec at 11l:.0
use until 12:45 . m. To clea

:_—f O?QJ

rtsburg, the last onen ofirice, ot
re tiiis orcer wae 1lesued. Tle crew
of crder o. 61 ot Tebhetts, and
a. m. 3Ixtra 8£3 wag sutnorized to
er To1 Second 72. Tre crev of

Second 72 Aid not rnold cooriece or Trne ordar., Tnis resultzd in a
lap of aut ority of tne traine involved =nd tner collided at a
polnt 5.8 wiles soutn of Tegoetts.

The firet T.e mznbers of tas crew on tie =ngine of Extrea
853 xnew of anytning beinsy wrons vae wuen toe engincear cow
Second 72 aovroacain: at a dWQ’ance of sbovt 800 Tfeet, and ne
immediately; noved tne breke velve to emergency position.” Trne
enzinecr said tac specod wasgs ? to & mileg per Lour wnen ne Jumoed
of{ just beofore tne collision occurred. Tne confductor end tre
flapmnan of Extra 8853, who '2re in the cabooge, soid tnpt waen
fney rceccived copleg of order No. 61 1t 4id not apnear to read
properl, Decouse, according to tne prcv;siﬁns of tne order,
tneir trein could not proceed veyond Zougnaer for Tanlrd 72, and
Second 72 wng recuired tc walt At Harusburs, 7.2 niles south
of Bougnner, for Lxtrs 853. FEowever, thney (i1C not talte acticn
te comauvnlicote witn the ftrain 1spatc er To agzevrterin if an
error Led¢ “een nace in e wvording of tne orcder ond Tuey vner-
rnitted taeir trasin to wroceesd. It could no: be deternined at
wnst point tne wembers of tiie crew on the én,ins of Secord 72
firet saw Zxtra 853, as taiey were killed in the accident. The
conductor ana tne fla mon were in tne cavooge. Tney seld tne
epeed was 3D to 40 milesg ver rnour wnen tne wrakees became anpliled

I
i



in emergency, and tiie colliesion occurred a

according Yo tune statement of the trein
Al

at mart of crder Ne.
cnd 72 to walt al Har
ngtead of Second 7e.
failcd to defect the
in tre dicpatcher's

foxi ._

erroneougly vovfed
the "rovisior. Tor 2o
nave read Tnird 72 1
reated ag gent and a2
tnere wag no condition

cim tc beceme confused, o1d the dutiec requirszd of ninm
Lot or su’ficlent volume bto coure nim to be overwe

Ir. the territcry involved, trains are ocerated LY
teole and trein orders onl,. Tue Conmlgslon
nesd-end collision notiesn tve pascsnger treling
in tnis Territory on Lecember 17, 1242, and
deatn of ¢ persons and thne injury of 14 percons.

1lrog?

L
o

teobury . It
= -
ne order wns re-

di1spetecner, ne
wiilen cont

aJLné

cnovld

error. He gair

offlice thel couged

ol tue Cowmrsslon covering tne luvesticacion stated
adequete Dlock syestem ped been in us=2 on this line

vould 1ot nave occurred, and recommended
an adedvats block system on tne lire invol
cacc, if . adequats nlock gystem rad been
weuld rot neve occurred. Tris cerriers nos

ignal system 1n operstica petween Easley and Sedelia,

distorce of 64.7 miles. Taie norirern end
located 31.2 miles soutn o, Tenuetts.

It is found tro¢ Tnic ¢
autnority hetween two ov,ocir

-

ecomrendalion

1% 1g recormnmended
Compan: esteplisn cn 2. eoqu
involvaed in tnis eccident.

e vlock-gienel

=
=

0]

Dated nt Wasningten, D. C., L
dey of Jonuary, 1943.

by the Commicsion, Commissioner
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an automaitlce block-
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01 tnie evatem is

Pstterson.

P. EARTEL

s

Secretary.
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