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SUMMARY
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New York, New Haven and Hartford
October 18, 1937,

South Norwalk, Conn,

Rear-end collision
Light engine : Light englne
498 : 0312
Standing i 6-15 m.p.h.

1°16' left curve;
0.85 percent descending northward

Clear and dark

5145 p. m.

4 injured

Failure properly to control speed
of motor 0312 on a siding. Con-
tributory cause -~ fallure of crew

of engine 458 to display night
slgnals.
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November 3, 1937.

To the Commission:

On October 18, 1937, there was a rcaer-end collision be-
tween two light engines on the New York, New Haven and Hartford
Railroad at South Norwalk, Conn., which resulted in the injury
of four ewployecs.

Locatlion and method of operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Hew Haven Divi-
sion which extends between South Norwalk and Danbury, Conn., a
distance of 23.82 miles. Beginning at the south end of "Dock"
yard at South Norwalk, two tracks, known as the "middle" and
"hill" tracks, branch off from the maln track and parallel 1%
on the east for a distance of apeoroximately 3,700 feet; the ac-
cident occurred on the middle track, which is used as a siding,
at a water column located between the main and middle tracks
about 2,400 feet north of the south end of this yard. Approach-
ing from the south there is a 1°16' curve to the left, the point
of accident being about 300 feet north of the s&uth end of this
curve; the grade is 0.85 percent descending.

Rule 9 provides that nicht signals must be displayed from
sunset to sunrise. Rule 18a provides that by nignt a detached
road engine, when in yards under conditions not requiring dis-

play of markers, shall display a red light to the rear. Rule 105
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provides that a train using a siding must proceed expectlng to
find 1t occupled by other trains.

The weather was clear but 1t was dark at the time of the
accident, which occurred at about 5:45 p. m.

Description

Engine 458, in charge of Engineman Lee, had been detached
from its train on arrival in Dock yard about 5:35 p. m., pulled
out on hill track to the middle track switch and then backed up
the middle track, or siding, to the water column where it had
been standing several minutes when its rear end was struck by
motor 0Q312.

Motor 0312, in charge of Engineman Hayes, had arrived at
South Norwalk at 5:35 p.m., having fulfilled the schedule of
Train No. 348, The passenger equlpment was pulled into the
middle track and cut off at a point about 900 feet north of the
south switch, for the purpose of running around the equipment,
The engine proceeded northward on the middle track a distance
of about 1,500 feet where it collided with engine 458 whille travel-
ing at a gpeed estimated to have been from 6 to 15 miles per hour,

Engine 458 was driven forward and stopped about an engine
length from motor 0312 but nelther was deralled. The tender of
engine 458 and the forward end of motor 0312 were considerably
damaged. The employees 1injured were the engineman and fireman
of engine 458 and the fireman and passenger brakeman of motor

0312.
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Summary of evidence

Engineman Hayes, of motor 0312, stated that after dis-
charging passengers from No. 348 at South Norwalk he proceeded
with the empty equipment to Dock yard and entered the south end
of the middle track. The equlpment was cut off at a point about
940 feet north of the south swliteh. It was his intention to run
around his train by going to the north end of the middle track
and come back through the hill track to the south end. After
the cars were cut off, he proceeded northward on the middle track
at a speed of about 10 miles per hour at which time the headlight
was burning brightly; he thought the fireman was in the front
cab from the time the engine was uncoupled from the train until
the accident occurred. The engineman had shut off power but
there were no air-brake applications until the emergency appli-
cation was made and the whisle was sounded at the time he saw
the fireman of engine 458 standing »n top of the tender and the
water running from the spout about 300 feet distant. Englneman
Hayes sald there was no light on the tender of engine 458; 1if
there had been one he would have seen 1t in time to stop short
of that engine. He sald he would not expect a light to be placed
on cars that might be left on that track and he stated that he
understood that he was reguired to operate his motor on this tra,.
expecting to find it obstruected.

Fireman O'Meara, of motor 0312, stated that when proceeding

towards the water colum he was in the front cab but that he
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started back through the moter for the purpose of starting a

fire under the boiler in orcder tn have gteecn for heating the
train on the return trip to New Yorkx. He saw no obstruction
ahead and the headllight was chining brightly; he had gotten back
about 15 feet when ne felt an emergency application of the brakes
which was followed in a few sgeconds by the collision, which he
thousht was not of much greater impact than asn ordinary cnupling
and thought the speed was not much in execess of 5 or 6 mlles per
hour. Fireman O'Neara stated that h=2 knew it was his duty to
remain in the opvrating cab to ohserve eignals and keep a sharp

lockout while moving through yards. After the cnllislon ne went .
-

forward and salild he dia not see eny light on the rear of englne
458, ‘
Brakeman MacLean, of motor C3l2, stated he was on th2 rear

platform of the motor when he heard *he whistle sounded and felt

[0

the brakes being appolied in emergency, at whicin time he estlmeved
the speed to have be=n betwcen 10 and 15 miles per hour a~uaa the
colligion occurred imreciately there-fter. He trouzht tre srrnd
had heen reduced somewhat when the 4riving wheels locked cud sTid
on the raille, AT the time of the cillicinn 1t was noerily Aark
and his Ja+vcera was 1it,

Friofooren Tee, n1 oenvine 408, steted thet 2is engine wes de-

M - - - A — a3 ~ -y e 1 - + . o T 3 = S
tached ~olts Tosin o at South Yorwalw oat aFbolt 70T o, m.oend ne
- P 3 - 4 - A = - ~ = PR L - - <Y,
prooc Uy oo L oe sodcle Leack and cenrnld 0is ownoona 2t the

water coluon at atoub £:40 p. m. His fire-men woe on tep of the
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tender handling the spout for the purpose of filling the cistern
while he was on the deck, and he had no intimation of the ap-

proach of motor 0312, Engineman Lee stated that his headlight .
was burning but he did not know whether there was a light on

the rear of his tender or whether the red and white lanterns

in the engine cab were lighted. He said that when he started

for the water column it was not dark enough for lights.

Fireman Helmrich, of engine 458, stated that he was standing
on, and facing toward, the rear of the tender but looking down
into the cistern while teking water when he obscrved the head-
light of motor 0312 flash into view 12 To 14 feet distant; he
did not hear the whistle sounded or the bell ringing. Fireman
Helmrich stated there wae no light on the rear of his tender
becausc in his opinion it was light enough at that time to do
without one; however, he had already lighted the lanterns in the
engine cab and said that he understood that the rules required
night signals be displayed after sunset.

Discussion

The evidence 1s %o the effect that motor 0312 was being
operated through the siding at a speed variously estimated to
have been between 6 and 15 miles per hour, Apparently the speed
was in excess of that which would enable the engineman to stop
short of an obstruction, although as a car or cars might be '
standing on the siding not protected by the digplay ol lights
i1t was incumbent upon the engineman to operate motor 0312 ac-

cordingly. The fireman of the motor was not in his proper



position approaching the water column, and since his view would
have been across the inside of the curve, 1t is posgsible that

he would have seen engine 458 1n time to have warned his engine-
man and thus prevented the accldent. XZngine 458 was & detaohed
road engine on a siding, and since the sun had set, and com-
pliance with rules 17 and 18a was required, it should have dis-
played either a red light or a while light on the rear of the
tender.

The engineman of the motor said that if a light had been
displayed on the rear of engine 458, he would have seen it in
time to heve prevented the collisinn.

Conclusion

This accldent was caused ty the failure of the crew of
motor 0312 properly to control the speed while moving through
a siding. A contritutory cause was the fallure of the crew of
engine 458 to display night signals as required by rule,.

Respectfully submitted,

W. J. PATTER3ON,

Director.



