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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accildent:
Equipment involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Consist:

Estimated speed:
Operation:

Track:

Highway.

Wenther:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:
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Missourl and Arkansas
August 23, 1946
Harrieon, Ark.
Collision

Passenger train Motor-truck

1 :

Motor-car 705 :

Motor—-car

35 m. p. h. ¢ 30 me Do I
Timetable and train orders

Single; 29 curve; 1.0 percent
descending grade eastward

Tangeng; crosses treck 2t -n7vlc
of 56-25'; prectically level

Cloudy

12:15 p. m.

2 killed; 15 injured
Failure to stop motorr-truck

short of train moving over
a highmay grade croesing
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INTERSTATE COL'MERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO, 3018

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REFORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REFORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS RAILWAY CONFANY

October 21, 1946

Accldent near Harrison, Ark., cn August 23, 1246, caused
by failure to stop motor-truck short of train moving
over a highway grsade crossing.

REPORT OF THE COLINISSIONT

PATTERSON, Cormiszlioner:

On August 23, 1948, there was a collislon between a
passenger trein on the Missouri and Arxensas Rallwsy and
a motor-truck at a highway grede crossing nesr Harrison,
Ark,, which resulted in the desth of the driver of the
motor-truck and one train-gservice erployee, and the injiry
of 12 passenuers, 1 railway-meil clerk, 1 express clerk
and 1 train-service employee.

\\
lynder authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referreda by the
Commission to Commissioner Potterson for consideration and
dicposition.
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- . Point of accident

13.71
Alpena, Ark.

Point of accident

Harrison, Ark.
1.60 mi,
L|'9Q73 ml-
Seligman, Mo.
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This accident occurred on tnnt part of the First District
extendlng between ‘p-],nan Mo., ancd Harrison, Ark., 65.04
miles, A slngle-truack line, over which trnins are operated by
tlnetablc and train orders. There ig no blocl - -system in use.
The zccident cccurred 63.44 miles cast of Seligman and 1.6
niles west of the Station atv Harrison, where the railroad 1s
crosscd at grede by U. S. Highmav No. 62-65. From the ~est
on the rallroad there is = tangent 4,731 feet in length, vhich
is followed by a 2° curve to the r*aht 2,301 feet to the point ,
ol accldent and 199 feet eastrard. The g rade is 1.0 percent '
descendling eastward.

B
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The highway intersects the rallroad at an angle of 56925
nc iz surfaced with asphaltum to a width of 20 feet. From
the south on the highway there is & 10° curve to the Fisht
avproxinetely 1, OOO feet in length, which is followed by a
tangent 300 feet to the crossing and a considerable distance :
northward. The grade is practically level. Thé crossing is
20 feet wide, and is surfaced with 2sphaltum, Fldngevays
about 2-1/2 incncs wide are providec.

e

An advance railroad-crossing sign 1s located 313 feet '
south of the crossing ~nd 6 feet east of thae highway. This
sign is a diec 30 1inches in diameter, mounted on 2 post and
3 feet 1 inch above the level of the highway. It bears two
diagonal lines 1ntersecting at right angles at 1te center,
and bears the letters "R.R." in black ~nd in colorless re-
flector buttons on » ycllow background. ‘A stendrrd cross-—
buck rnilrond-crossin: sign is located to the right of the
dlrection of north-bound traffic, 26 feet south of thec track
and 6.6 feet east of the highmway. .-This 2ign 1s mounted on
a magst 6 fect above the level of the highway, and bears the -
rords "RAILROAD CROSSING" in black ~nd in colorless reflec—
tor buttons on a vhite brckground, A crossing-vhistle sign

for enst-bound trains is loeated 1,320 feet west of the
crossing.
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Operating rules read in p-rt as follows; ‘ '

1

-

14. Engine and Motor Whistle Signals

Note.==The signols prescribed are 3llus-
trated by "O" for short sounds; " " for -

v

longer seunds, ¥ % ¥ "
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SOUND . INDICATION

* K ¥
(1) o) * Approaching public cross-

© ings at grade ¥ ¥ % .
* % % .

t
Timetable speclal rules read in part as follows:

5. * * % Tn approaching road ¥ ¥ ¥ croge-
ing ¥ ¥ ¥ the whigtle signal will be sounded
at the crossing whistle board andé the second
whistle will be sounded and timed so that the
engine * ¥ % will be over the cr0551ng when
the last blast ends., * % % '

The enzine bell shall be rung at the
vhisgtling post, * ¥ ¥ and shall be kept
ringing until the engine * ¥* * ghall have
crossed such public road * * ¥

The maximum nuthorized speed for the traln involved was
35 miles per hour. - Lo ; .

Descgiption'oi;Accident

No. 1, a first-class passenger train, moving southmard
according to time-table direction but eastrard according to
conpass direction, consisted of motor-cer 705. The motor-
car is operated from,a control compartment at the front end.
This train departed from Alpena, the lest open office, 13.71
miles west of the point of dccident, "at 11:41 a. m., 37 min-
utes late, and, while moving over a hlahway grade crossing
1.6 nmiles west of Harrison at an estimated speed of 35 mlles
per hour, it was struck by a north-bounc motor-truck.

The motor—-truck involved ™ags a tractor and semi-traller,
owned and operated byr the.Carnation Milk Co., of Mount Vernon,
Mo. The driver, who was the sole occupant, held Missouri
chauffeur's license No. 7519, The tractor was a 1945 Mack
LFT-ID-2441," 6-cylinder mocdel, and hore Missouri license No.
26132. It welghed 8,000 pounds, and was equipped with dual
tires on the rear wheels, air brakds on 81l wheels, and an .
enclosed steel cab. The semi-trailer was, a 1945 Heil 2-45
model, and bore Missouri license No. 12037, Tt had dual
tires on its wheels, and vas provided with »1ir brakes. The
semi-traller was equipped with a steel tank, The weight of
the trailer when empty was approximately 4,000 pounds, The
overall length of the tractor and semi-trailer was 28 feet,
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At the time of the accildent the cargo coacsisted of 2+,000
pounis of milk. Thie vehlele mng 1 wving northward on U. S.
Hishway No. 62-68 5t =n esti nted speed of 30 riles per
nour vhen 1t struck No, 1.

The notor-truck struck the ri.ht side of montor-car 705
at the control compartment. The Motor—car was cdernil«d to
the left and gtopped prictlcerlly upright, on the rondbel an.

18 fecet north of the tr-.ck, —ith the front end 70 feet erst

of the crossing. The ri.nt gi’le of the control conpart—:nt rre
crughed inward about 4 feet, and the motor—c~r was other ise
coagilerably Jdamazed. The tracter and the seni-trailer were
b~dl. damrged,

Tre veather »as clouny »t the time of the eccildont
which occurred ebout 12:15 p. m.

The encineer was kllled, and the conductor ™~s injurcd.

cenfr, the avern.e 4°ily inovement over the crossing mas 5.6
treias. urinzg the 24-hour period beglnning »t 7 p. r.,
Aa-cet 27, 1844, 1,704 automobiles, 645 trucks ~nd 14 bussesg
passel over the croscing,

According to dats Turnished by the rrilrond, metor-car
705, bullt in 1932, is of stecl, vlete, irler, post ~a7 ¢ill
conetruction, n~oving alu~inum roof, hedd, side r~n? end sncete.
It is 785 Teet 7 inches in 1c+misth, weighs 76,000 pounds, ~nd
consists of n control compartment, o bargage cornportront,

1 neil compartrment enc A prssencer comprrtment. The car

is powered by & 20C horsepomer :asoline motor, mcuntel. he-
neuth tne floor ~t the resr of the front t-uck. The cor 13
provided with schedule S7F sgingle—end br-oke eaulpment hirv.ng
n sofety-control fenture.

Discussgion

No. 1 was appronching the croselins 2t a speed of "oout
35 miles per hour in territory vhere the maxinum authorized
spect wag 35 miles per hour, The brakes of this Tr-in had
buca tested 2nd had functionud properly en route. The crew
consisted of a2 conductor, a motorn~n ancd a brakeman., The
Aaotornman vas in the control compartment at tae frent cn? of
the car, «nd he vos killecd in the accident. The conductor
anv the brakeman ™ere 1ln thue pescencer compartment, and the
firet tney knew of -nvthing being wrong was vhen the collislon
occurred. Several percsons in the vicinlty of the crocsing
ngard the motor-wvnistle signal souncded for the crossing.
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The investignation disclosed thnt the driver of the
motor—truck vas an experienced driver and had made several
trips over the route prior to the accident. The driver of
an automoblle following the motor-truck said th-t the speed
of tne motor-truck was about 30 miles per hour as it ap-
proached the crossing, and the speed ™as not reduced prior
to the collision. Visibility was not impalred by weather
concliltions, and the criver of the motor-truck could have
seen tne approaching train throughout a2 considerable dic-
tance lmmedalately south of the crossing. The laws of the
state of Arkansas require cert~ln motor vehicles to stop
shaort of railrodd grade crossings, but the one involved
in the accldent is not covered in this requlrement.

Cause
It is found that this accident ves caused by failure
to stop motor—-truck short of a train moving over = highway
sradc crossing.

Dated at Wnshiniton, D. C., this twenty-first
cay of October, 1946.

By the Comrission, Cormlssloner Patterson.
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