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T r a i n * Involved: 
Train number*; 
Locomotive numbers 

Consists: 

Estimate; 

Operation: 

Weather; 

Casualttes 

Cause: 

18, 1951 
P a o l f ! 

d~end c o l l i s i o n 

Extra 6119 Eaa 

52J9 

1 ? cars , caboose 

2 m, p , h. In 
backward motion 

Diesel-electrio 
units 6500C, 
65003, and 

r 3D-45 m. p . h. 

Timetable, train orders, an 
automatic blade-signal sva 
yard limits 

a; 2* curve; l e v e l 

Clear 

7:45 a. m. 

£ killed; £ 6 injured 
Train fouling main track on time of 
opposing superior train without 
adeouat"* protection 
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I N T E R S T A T E COMMERCE C O M M I S S I O N 

I N THE MATTER OF M A K I N G A C C I D E N T I N V E S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S 
U N D E H T H E A C C I D ^ T REPORTS A C T OF M A X 6 f 1910. 

October 3, 1955 

Accident at Cheneyr Wash., on August 15, 1959, cam 
by a train fouling the main track on the time 
of an opposing superior train without adequate 
protect ion. 

R E P O R T O F T H E C O M M I S S I O N 

CLARKE, Commissioner: 

On Augus t 15p 1956, there was a head-end co l l i s ion 
between a freight train and & passenger train on the 
Northern Pacific Hallway a t Cheney, Wash*, which resulted 
in the death of 1 passenger and 1 train-servlce employee, 
and the Injury of 16 passengers, 1 railway s a i l clerk, 
1 express messenger, 1 dining-car eisployee, 2 business* 
car porters, 1 roadmaster, and 4 train-a*rvio*s e^ployeea. 
3 M s accident waa investigated In conjunction with repre­
sentatives of the Washington Public Scrvl< e Coaualsslon. 

Under authority of section 1? (2) of the Interstate Com­
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the 
Commission to Centralseioner Clarke for consideration and 
dispoaltlon. 
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L o c a t i o n , o f A c c i d e n t and Method of O p e r a t i o n 

This a o o l d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f the Idaho 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween Paaoo and T a r d l e y , Wash. 1 4 8 . 8 
m i l e s . I n t he v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a o o l d e n t t h i s l a a 
s i n g l e - t r a o k l i n e , o v e r whlon t r a i n s a r t o p e r a t e d by t i m e ­
t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , and e n a u t o m a t i c b l o e k ~ s l g n a l s y s t e m . 
At Cheney, 1 2 9 . 0 ml l e a e a s t o f P a s c o , a a i d i n g 1 . 1 ? m i l e s 
I n l e n g t h p a r a l l e l s t h e main t r a o k on the s o u t h . The e a s t 
s w i t o h o f t h e e l d i n g l e 3,901$ f e e t e a s t o f t h e s t a t i o n . 
An a u x i l i a r y t r aok 3 , 0 0 4 f e e t i n l e n g t h p a r a l l e l s t h e 
s i d i n g on the s o u t h . The e a s t s w i t c h of t h i s t r a c k l a 
2 , 6 7 0 f e e t w e s t o f t h e e a s t e l d i n g - s w l t c h . An a u x i l i a r y 
t r a o k d e s i g n a t e d a a s t o r a g e t r a c k Ho. 3 p a r a l l e l s t h e s a i n 
t r aok on the n o r t h . I t i s 1 , 9 2 9 f e e t i n l e n g t h , and t h a 
e a s t i * i t o n i s l o c a t e d I n the main t r a o k 1 , 3 3 7 f e e t w e s t 
o f the e a s t e l d i n g - s w i t o h . Ta rd l i m i t s e x t e n d between 
p o i r t s j . i 1 " s t i l e s w e s t and 4 , 6 7 3 f e e t e a s t o f t he e a s t 
e i d l i v ? " a*?* c ih. The a o o l d e n t o c c u r r e d on the s i d i n g a t a 
p o i a t 13 4 fuel ; w e s t o f t h e e a s t s i d i n g - s w i t c h . P r o a t h e 
w e s t an t ^e ec in t r a c k t h e r e i s a t a n g e n t 2 , 6 4 9 f e e t i n 
l e n ^ t u K ' d a 2" c u r v e to the r i g h t 1 , 3 8 5 f e e t to t he e a s t 
aioMr^yG^i t c h . From t h e e a s t t h e r e a r e , I n s u c c e s s i o n , a 
4 ° ou'* t, if} the r i g h t 1 , 1 6 6 f e a t I n l eng th* a t a n g e n t 2 7 6 
f ea t , , a^O a 2* M M a to the l e f t 1 , 2 7 7 f e * t to the ©sat 
sir" n*; • n< t ch . Throughout a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
4 , U r ; :\<? t immedia te ly e a s t o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t he 

, gR .ua v tr low between 0 , 5 0 p e r c e n t and 0*65 p e r c e n t a s c e n d -
IDJL ;M*iti**irdF a t t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i t i s p r a c t i c a l l y 
l evfe l» 

A f o u l l n g - p o i n t s i g n l a l o c a t e d a d j a c e n t to t he e l d i n g 
a t a p&l'it $02 f e e t w e e t o f t h e e a s t s i d i n g - s w i t c h . 

Ehp s w i t c h s t and a t t h e e a s t end o f t h e s i d i n g i s o f 
t h s lmt* r .Bea ig te - a t and h o r i z o n t a l - t h r o w t y p e . I t i s l o c a t e d 
on thr* n a x V j Bide o f t h e t r a c k . When t h e s w i t o h i s l i n e d 
f o r e.itry \o t he s i d i n g a c i r c u l a r r e d t a r g e t 1 8 i n c h e s I n 
d i a m . ' t y r i s d i s p l a y e d a t r i g h t a n g l e s to t h e t r a o k , Th* 
c e n t e r o f the t a r g e t l a a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5 f e e t 3 i n c h e s a b o v e 
th© t o p s o f t he U s e * 
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loused lately east of the elding the traok I s laid in 
a rook out approximately 2£G feet in length. The walls 
^f this out rise to a height of about 9 feet 6 inches 
above the level of the tope of the ties. 

Automatic signal 1 5 . 6 , governing east-bound aoveRente, 
3 s located 607 feet east of the point of accident and 493 
fe-4.* east of the east elding^switch. Automatlo signals 
14, "5 and 1 5 , 5 , governing we £t-bound ewv̂ raentfl, are located, 
respectively. 1,31 jnilea and 914 feet of the point of 
accident. These aifnals are of T H E n - T& upper-o.uadrant 
semaphore type, Signals 14.3 * N D .vf-.S v 5 f each equipped 
with a permiswl^ marker, vhioh eoiai*4'* of a yellow 
metallic plate attached to the n&£t t<? the riF;ht of the 
number plate, as v« *WE<3 F R O M an a-pprot *4^ng train.' The 
aspects applloat J - r-o thie iavestirst^ -ra and the ^orrespor-3-
insr Indications ncA nam** are aa folHwe; 

HorUoatvV ?top. t;,5?n * T N T E * d '-Hep and 
over number at restrict*' proceed 
plnte speed, EIgnal. 

li.3 Vertical Pro<*eer,
1. *v

+ear signal. 
15.5 FoxIsont^T £<t»^CI»e^ at ^trioted R E R I A L B B I V E 

over jfWR^i^- speed without algtuti. 
aive i"if skipping. 

The centreIJin^ C 1 K V 5 ' P cf the aulosnUe biock-ei^vtal ayetsffi 
^re arranged to i*wrM tollowing novem-^Ss between station, 
and to nrovi'ia a**,>_<_n-to-8tatlon probation fcr cupoelng 
move/cent**, tflen i v*r.*~tound tr*1 * ? ;*:"-s» the Moufc at & 
point aiilee of the point of a. dent. ms.1 I t . ? 
Indicate a Stop-then-'** '.ceed-at-reetric4e£-*roe_. ifhen a W i n 
occupies any port* u f the block of ^ '-nal IE. p

t 1 ncludlf-s 
oacupanoy of the a:«? it fouling circuit the end of tl.e 
siding, o+ if the ?9*: 6* dlng^ewt *ch or t*e pawt rvltch of 
etorage track Ko, * : in other tmn position for laoveeent on 
the main track, *" - > * ' 4 .3 Jndlfi«?e« .-broach *nr" signal 

indicates Pro.*?t' - R I«r * «* t r 1 C t - H O ^ - W ' thouT-etpppli.^ 
Tlie shunt foaling ^ R - > t on th*- *udi*ir ext«n£ e to a P O I N T 

279 feet west of * *vr<*t a? dln£~«*^l ^ 3 > , 

http://r-o.ua
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This carrier's operating rules read In part as 
follows: 

34. All members of train and engine crews must, 
wnen practicable, conmunlcate to each other by its 
name, the Indication of each signal affecting the 
movement of their train or engine. 

35. The f o l l o w i n g signals will be used by flagmen: 

Day signals--A red flag, 
Torpedoes and Fueees. 

« • # 

73. Extra trains are inferior to regular trains. 
3-87. An Inferior train must keep out of the way 

o f opposing superior trains and falling to olear the 
main track by the time required by rule muet be 
protected as prescribed by Rule 99* 

Extra trains must olear the time of opposing regular 
trains by not l e s s than five minutes unless otherwise 
provided * * * 

93. Within yard limits the main track may be used, 
clearing first class trains when due to leave the 
last station where time le shown. In case of failure 
to clear the main track, protection must be given 
as prescribed by Rule 99. 

« * • 
99, When a train stops under circumstances in which 

it may be overtaken by another train the flagman must 
f c back Immediately with flagman

1 s si pnals a sufficient 
late nee to lneure full protection * * * 

* • « 



6 3660 

The front of the train must be protected In the 
same way when necessary by the forward brakeman, 
fireman, or other competent employe. 

* * * 
505. Block signals * * * govern the use of blocks, 

but, unless otherwise provided, do not supersede the 
superiority of trains; nor dispense with the use or 
the observance of other signals whenever and wherever 
they may be required. 

509 ( B ) . When a train l e stopped by a Stop and 
proceed indication, I t xaay proceed: 

On any track signaled for t r a f f i c in both directions, 
a t restr icted speed through the entire block. Where 
the Stop and proceed signal i s located at the leaving 
end of a siding, the 3 tcp-mdl cation may be due to an 
opposing train proceeding In the same block on an 
Approach-signal indication and every precaution consis­
tent with train rights and the track ahead should be 
taken before proceeding * * * 

« • * 

513* Unless otherwise provided, before a train or 
engine ent ere on or fouls a main track * * * i t must 
wait three minutes after any bolt-locked switch, 
derai l or other switch connected with the movement has 
been operated to af fec t the signal indications. 
« • # this w i l l not r e l i eve employes from the duty 
of promptly and properly protecting the movement, 

519, After passing a signal displaying a proceed 
indication, the indication of the next signal may 
change to stop and enginemen and trainmen must be on 
the a l e r t to observe I t . 
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^ Timetable special instructions r ead in p a r t as follows: 

Where automatic block and i n t e r l o c k i n g r u l e s 
and signal Indications require movement a t 
restricted speed, such Eorement aust be made 
prepared to stop short of train, obstruction or 
switch not properly lined and be on lookout for 
broken rail or anything that away require the 
speed o f a t r a i n to be reduced bu t a speed o f 15 
MPH ssust n o t be exceeded. 

The aiaxlmum authorised speed for p a s s e n g e r trains I s 
60 miles per hour, but It is restricted to 45 miles p e r 
hour In the vicinity of the point of accident. 

Description of Accident 
Extra 5119 Eas t , an east-bound freight train, consisted 

o f engine 5119, a s team locomotive. 42 cars, and a caboose. 
T h i s t r a i n d e p a r t e d from fbsoo a t I;50 a, m*. a r r i v e d a t 
Cheney a t 7:20 a . E. , backed in on the aiding, and cleared 
t h e main track. The first £5 cars were set off on the 
auxiliary track south of the siding, and the locomotive was 
re-coupled to the train. Purine these operations a member 
of t h e train c rew r e c e i v e d copies o f a message from t he 
train dispatcher reading as follows: 

PUT YOUR TRAIN ON TWCK NO 1 AS I HAVE 
TO USE SIDING FOR SECOND 2 

The train then proceeded eastward and was stopped I n the 
v i c i n i t y of the clearance point at the east end of the siding. 
After t he east siding-switch ***as l i n e d f o r movement to the 
main track, the train a g a i n moved e a s t w a r d . When the front 
end of the locomotive was doaely-approaching the frog a t the 
e a s t slding^swltch t he eas tward raovcMent was s topped* A 
r e v e r s e movement was then started. The t r a i n had moved w e s t ­
ward &n estimated distance of from 10 to 2 0 feet when the 
looomotive was struck by No- 5* 
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No, 5 , A W E S T - B O U N D F I R S T - C L A S S P A S S E N G E R T R A I N , 
C O N S I S T E D OF D I E S E L - E L E C T R I C U N I T S 6 5 0 0 C , 6 5 0 0 B , A N D 
6 5 0 0 A , C O U P L E D I N M U L T I P L E - U N I T C O N T R O L , TWO M A I L -
E X P R E S S C A R S , TWO B A G G A G E O A R S , TWO C O A C H E S , O N E D I N I N G 
C A R , A N D ONE B U S I N E S S C A R , I N THE O R D E R N A M E D . THE T H I R D 
A N D THE S E V E N T H OARS WERE O F S T E E L - U N D ERF RAM E C O N S T R U C T I O N , 
AND THE O T H E R CARE WERE O F A L L - S T E E L C O N S T R U C T I O N . THE 
D I E S E L - E L E C T R I C U N I T S A N D THE R E A R CAR WERE E Q U I P P E D W I T H 
T I G H T L O C K C O U P L E R S . T H I S T R A I N D E P A R T E D F R O M S P O K A N E , 
1 6 . 3 M I L E S E A S T of C H E N E Y , A T 7 : 2 5 A . O . , O N T I M E , P A S S E D 
M A R S H A L L , 7 . 3 M I L E S E A S T OF CHENEY A N D T H E L A S T O P E N O F F I C E , 
A T 7 :37 A . M . , 2 M I N U T E S L A T E , P A S S E D S I G N A L 1 5 . 5 , W H I C H 
I N D I C A T E D P R O C E E D - A T - R E S T R I E T E D - G P E E D - K i t h o u t - S T O P P I N G , A N D 
W H I L E M O V I N G A T A S P E E D V A R I O U S L Y E S T I M A T E D A S F R O M 35 TO 
4 5 M I L E S P E R HOUR I T WAS D I V E R T E D TO THE E L D I N G A T T H E E A S T 
S I D I N G - S W I T C H AT C H E N E Y A N D C O L L I D E D W I T H E X T R A 5 1 1 9 S A S T 
A T A P O I N T 1 1 4 F E E T E A S T OF T H E S W I T C H . 

E X T R A 5 1 1 9 S A S T WAS MOVED WESTWARD A D I S T A N C E of 9 4 
F E E T B Y THE F O R C E O F T H E I M P A C T . KB E Q U I P M E N T O F T H I S T R A I N 
WAS D E R A I L E D . THE F R O N T END O F THE L O C O M O T I V E WAS B A D L Y 
D A M A G E D , A N D THE F I R S T OAR WAS SOMEWHAT D A M A G E D . THE D I E S E L -
E L E C T R I C U N I T S A N D T H E F R O N T T R U C K O F THE F I R S T CAR OF N O . 
5 WERE D E R A I L E D . S E P A R A T I O N S OCCURRED B E T W E E N THE D I E S E L -
E L E C T R I C U N I T S A N D B E T W E E N THE E E V E N T H A N D THE E I G H T H C A R S . 
T H E F I R S T D I E S E L - E L E C T R I C U N I T S T O P P E D W I T H THE R E A R END 
O N THE T R A O K S T R U C T U R E O F THE M A I N T R A C K O P P O S I T E THE P O I N T 
O F " C O L L I S I O N . T H I S U N I T WAS A T A N A N G L E O F A B O U T 4 5 D E G R E E S 
TO T H E T R A C K , W I T H THE F R O N T END TOWARD THE S O U T H E A S T . I T 
L E A N E D TOWARD T H E S O U T H A T A N A N G L E O F A B O U T 3 0 D E G R E E S . 
T H E C O N T R O L COMPARTMENT W A S TORN FROM THE F R O N T E N D . T H E 
SECOND D I E S E L - E L E C T R I C U N I T S T O P P E D W I T H THE F R O N T END 
A P P R O X I M A T E L Y 2 6 F E E T W E S T O F THE P O I N T O F • C O L L I S I O N AND 3 0 
F E E T N O R T H O F THE M A I N T R A C K , A N D THE R E A R END O N THE T R A C K 
S T R U C T U R E O F THE M A I N T R A C K . T H E T H I R D D I E S E L - E L E C T R I C U N I T 
S T O P P E D U P R I G H T A N D I N L I N E W I T H THE T R A C K . THE D I E S E L - E L E C ­
T R I C U N I T S WERE B A D L Y D A M A G E D , THE F I R S T C A R WAS SOMEWHAT 
D A M A G E D , A N D THE O T H E R C A R S WERE S L I G H T L Y D A M A G E D . 

THE E N G I N E E R OF No* 5 WAS K I L L E D . T H E F I R E M A N , THE 
C O N D U C T O R , T H E F R O N T B R A K E M A N , AND THE F L A G M A N O F N O , 5 WERE 
I N J U R E D , , 
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The weather was clear at the time of the accident, 
which occurred about 7:46 a. m. 

Engine 5119 i s of the 4-6-6-4 single-expansion 
articulated type. The total length of the engine and 
tender is 12? feet 3 inches. 

Discussion 

After Extra 5119 East arrived at Cheney the train 
dispatcher told tne operator to inform tne crew that 
Second 2, an east-bound firet-claes train, would take the 
siding at Cheney to meet a vest-bound extra train. Mo. 2 
i s due to leave Cheney at 7:46 a. ID . The operator then 
wrote the message instructing the crew of Sxtra 5119 East 
to nvcvs the train from the siding to storage track So. 1. 
He cave the massage to the flagman, and the flap-man pro­
ceeded to the locomotive and gave I t to the conductor. 
At this time the cars had been set off and the locomotive 
had b*en re-coupled to the train. The conductor delivered 
the message to the engineer and informed hi;s that storage 
track No. 1 was clear . Soon afterward the tra5 n proceeded 
eastward. Tne member9 of tfc* crew said tnat there was no 
discussion of the message before the movement vas started. 

Ae this train moved eastward on the siding tne engine-
men and the swing bra*email rerc on the locomotive. The 
conductor and the flagrcan -vere on cars near the middle of 
th© train. The front*brakeman had remained la the v i c in i ty 
of the east siding-switch after the train f i r s t entered the 
eldinc\ The swing brakeman alighted frora tr.e locomotive as 
i t passed the dera i l near the east end of storage track No. 
1, He said he immediately l ined the derail and the switch 
for e n t r y to that track. *he conductor and the flagman 
alighted from tne south aide of the train at a point approxi 
matsly opposite this awitch. These employees said that when 
they a'i \ rhted the switch had already been l ined for entry 
to storage track No. 1. Tni conductor ss^d that after he 
alighted he looked at his watch and the -time vms tnen 7:34 
a. m. tfo. 5 was due to l e a v e Marshall, t he first station 
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east of Cheney, at 7:35 a, m. During the eastward move-
sent on the elding the fireman informed the engineer 
that No. 5 was then due to leave Marshall* Aa the train 
approached the east sldlng^switoh the engineer Bounded 
four short blasts of the whistle as a signal fo r the 
front brakeman to l i ne the switch for movement to the 
main track. The engineer then observed that signal 16,6 
indicated Stop-th^u-proceed-at-restricted-apeed and tnat 
tne semaphore blade of signal 15.5 was moving to horizontal 
posi t ion. He assumed that signal ir>,C bad been actuated 
vhen the switch wsa lined for movti^nt to storage track 
Ho. 1, He said he was» under the impression that he bad 
been Instructed to clear the aiding because Seoond 2 would 
use the aiding to rceet No. 5, and he thought that protection 
for the movement of his t rain from the siding to storage 
traok No. 1 would be provided by the r e o t r l c t i v e indication 
of signal 15.5. The front brakeman dis not l i ne the switch 
In response to the engineer1 s signals, and the engineer 
stopped the train with the front of locomotive near the 
fouling-polnt sign. He told the brakeman that he had 
received Instructions to move the train from the siding to 
storage track No. 1 and that the movement was to be made 
before the a r r iva l of tfo. B. The front brakeman then l ined 
tbe switch. After the eastward movement was starts the 
engineer real ized that the t ra in would not clear between 
the east sldlng-svitoh and signal 15.S. He stopped the 
train with the front end of the locomotive In the vicinity 
of the frog. He then released the brakes and started a 
reverse movement. Fa said that No. 5 came Into view 
Immediately af ter the reverse movement was started, and he 
thought that his train had moved westward a distance of from 
10 to 20 f e e t when the collision occurred. The front brake-
man said that at the time the engine-whistle signal was 
sounded he saw that signal 15.6 indicated 3top-then-proceed-
at-restrlrted-speed, and for this reason he did not operate 
the switch in response to the whistle signal. He indicated 
to the engineer that Ho. 6 was approaching, and when the 
train stopped he proceeded to the cab of the locomotive. 
When the engineer told him of the instructions which had been 
received, he Inquired whether the movement was to be made 
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befo re the a r r i v a l of No, 5 B The engineer r e p l i e d In 
the? a f f i r m a t i v e and ins t ruc ted hi a to l i n e the s w i t c h . 

f r o n t brakeman s a i d he agsuAed from th i s that 
a u t h o r i t y f o r the irov assent had bean, r e c e i v e d . He ths;n 
l i n e d the s w i t c h f o r movement to the main t rack and 
proceeded e a s t w a r d to p r o v i d e p r o t e c t i o n . When No. 5 
came in to v i e * he r a n e&st\««rd «jit> g a v e atop s i g n a l s . 
The f r o n t brakeman had r eached a p o i n t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
£25 f e e t east of the switch when the locomot ive of No, 
5 passed h im. He said t h a t he o b s e r v e d no lnd; c a t i o n s 
of b r a k i n g a c t i o n on the wheels o f the equlpnant as I t 
passed. 

As No. 5 was a p p r o a c h ! n g the p o i n t w r a r e the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d the englnemen and a r o a d m a s t e r , who was making an 
i n s p e c t i o n t r i p o v e r the t e r r i t o r y , were raal ntat nlng a 
lookout ahead from the cont ro l compartment at the f ront o f 
the l o c o m o t i v e . The conduc to r an-1 t he f r o n t brakeman 
were I n the s ix th c a r , and the f l agman was i n the s e v e n t h 
c a r . The b r a k e s o f t h i s t r a i n had been tes ted and had 
f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y when used en r o u t e . The speed was 
about 45 mi les p e r hou r , a s e s t i m a t e d by s u r v i v i n g members 
o f t he crew- An a p p r o a c h s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n a .̂d the y e l l o w 
a s p e c t of a t r a i n - o r d e r s i g n a l a t M a r s h a l l were c a l l e d by 
the enginemen, and t h e e n g i n e e r p i c k e d up t r a i n o r d e r s as 
the t r a i n p a s e e d that p o i n t . The f i r e m a n and t h e r o a d m a s t e r 
said that s i g n a l 14.3 i n d i c a t e d P r o c e e d . The s t a t i on 
w h i s t l e s i g n a l was sounded as the l o c o o o t l v e was approach­
ing the e a s t y a r d - l i m i t s ign a t Cheney. When s i g n a l 15.5 
became v i s i b l e to the employees on the l o c o m o t l v e i t v a s 
d i s p l a y i n g i t s most r e s t r i c t i v e a s p e c t . The f i r e m a n 
i m m e d i a t e l y c a l l e d the a s p e c t of t he s i g n a l , The r o a d ­
m a s t e r e s t i m a t e d that the l o c o m o t i v e was t h e n 1,000 to 
1,100 f e e t e a s t of the s i g n a l . He s a i d that he d id not 
h e a r the e n g i n e e r c a l l t he i n d i c a t i o n of t h i s s i g n a l . The 
f i r e m a n and the r o a d m a s t e r s a i d they thought that t h e 
e n g i n e e r i n i t i a t e d a s e r v i c e a p p l i c a t i o n of t he brakes. 
When t h e upper p o r t i o n o f the steam l o c o m o t i v e became 
v i s i b l e to them o v e r t h e top o f the sou th w ^ l l o f the c u t 
and t hey saw the brakeman g i v i n g s t o p a 1 g n a l s from a p o i n t 
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east of tne east a i ding-awl ton, which was lined for 
movement to the siding, the roadmaeter and the 
fireman alighted from the locomotive. The roadmaeter 
estimated that the speed of the train was 36 to 45 
miles per hour at the point of co l l i s i on . The conductor 
and the flagman said that the brakes were applied in 
emergency a few seconds before the co l l i s ion occurred 
and that they had not f e l t a preceding service appl i ­
cation approaching this point. They said that the 
co l l i s ion occurred before the speed of the train was 
appreciably reduced. The front brakeman said that he 
did not f ee l any application of the brakes before the 
co l l i s ion occurred. 

Examination of the equipment of Ko. 5 after the 
accident occurred disclosed that the brakes of a l l cars 
were applied. Because of damage to tha control compart­
ment of the f i r s t Dlese l -e lec t r lc unit, the positions 
of the automatic and independent brake valves at tha 
time of the accident could not be determined. 

After the track which was damaged in tbe accident was 
repaired, the signal system in the v ic in i ty of Cheney was 
tested. I t functioned as intended. Examination of the 
signal apparatus involved disclosed no defective condition. 

Vhen the east switch of storage traok So, 1 I s opened, 
signal 14,3 is caused to indicate Approach and signal 16.6 
i s oaused to indicate Procesd-at-restrieted-spe«d-without-
stopping. A train moving at a speed of 45 miles per hour 
moves from signal 14.3 to signal 16.6 in approximately 1 
minute 31 seconds. According to the statements of members 
of the orew of Extra 5119 East this switch was opened 
several minutes before the accident occurred, and signal 
14.3 should have Indicated Approach for the movement of 
Ko. 5, According to the statements of the surviving 
employees on the locomotive o f No, 6 signal 14.3 Indicated 
Proceed, indicating that the switch was not opened until 
af ter Ho. 5 passed the signal. However, these employees 
were In agreement that signal 15.5 was displaying I t s most 



restrictive a s p e c t a s So. 5 approached and passed i t . 
T h i s aspect r e q u i r e d t h a t vhm speed of No, 5 be reduced 
i m m e d i a t e l y to 10 m i l e * p e r hour o r l e s s and that t he 
train p r o c e e d at restricted speed. Th© engineer was 
k i l l e d i n the a c c i d e n t , and the reason for failure to 
reduce t h e apeed i n c o m p l i a n c e with t h e indication of 
the s i g n a l l e not known. In observat ions mad© after 
accident occurred I t woe found that signal 1 5 , 5 le 
visible from the control compartment of a west-bound 
locomotive t h roughou t * l l e t a n o e o f 1 

s l y e a s t o f t h e s i g n a l . 

r u l e * of t h l a c a r r i e r p r o v i d e t h a t i n f e r i o r 
t r a l n a must keep ou t of t h e way of o p p o s i n g s u p e r i o r 
t r a i n s , and f a l l i n g to ; clear the mm t r a c k by th® time 
r e q u i r e d by r u l e most be p r o t e c t e d aa p r e s c r i b e d by rule 
No. 9 9 . These r u l e s i r e not m o d i f i e d by the r u l e s 
g o v e r n i n g movements i n a u t o m a t i c block-signal t e r r i t o r y . 
The r u l e s a l s o p r o v i d e t h a t in a u t o m a t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l 
t e r r i t o r y a main t r a c k must no t be fouled or entered u n t i l 
a 3 -miau te p e r i o d has e l a p s e d after the switch or switehee 
have been l i n e d f o r the ffiovement* In th© i n s t a n t case the 
e a s t s i fling-switch a t Cheney was l i n e d f o r movement to t he 
main t r a c k and t h e main t r a c k wae fouled by E x t r a 5119 
E a s t a f t e r Ho. 5 was dife to l e a v e Marshall and before 
a d e q u a t e p r o t e c t i o n f o t the moveraent had been p r o v i d e d . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by a t r a i n f o u l i n g the main 
t r a o k on t h a t ime o f an o p p o s i n g s u p e r i o r t r a i n w i t h o u t 
a d e q u a t e p r o t e c t i o n . 

Dated e t Waah ing ton t P. C . , t h i s t h i r d 
day of O c t o b e r , 

By the Commission, Commlealoner C l a r k e , 

S e c r e t a r y . 


