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SUMMARY 

Railroad: 

Date: 

Location: 

Kind of accident 

Trains involved: 

Train numbers: 

Engine numbers: 

Consist: 

5peed: 

Operation: 

Track: 

Weather: 

Time: 

Casualties: 

Cause: 

Piedmont & Northern 

February 21, 1041 

Fairmont, S. C. 

Rear-end collision 

Freight 

47 

5510 

18 cars, caboose 

Standing 

: Passenger 

: 5 

: Motor 350 

: 2 cars 

: 30-40 m. p. h. 

Timetable and train orders 

Single; 3° right curve; 0.83 percent 
ascending grade southward 

Clear 

1:47 p. m. 

1 killed; 30 injured 

Accident caused by failure properly 
to control speed of following train 
aiter it Red been flagged 



INTERSTATE; COLRiFRCE COMUIISSIOIJ 

IN VEST I GAT I OK NO. 2483 

II" THE iATTER OF UAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER. THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF I AY 5, 1910. 

THE PIED'IONT & NORTHERN PAILRAY CO;.i?ANY 

April 12, 1941 

Accident r.esr Fairmont, 3- C , on February 21, 1941, caused, by 
failure Properly to control speed, of following train after 
it Had been flagged. 

REPORT OR THE 

P A T T E R S O N , commissioner: 

On February 21, 1941, there was a rear-end collision 
between a freight train and. a passenger train on the Piedmont 
c; Northern Railway near Fc irro.rs, 5- C , which resulted, in the 
death of 1 employee, and the i..jt.ry cf 25 passengers, I express 
Messenger, 2 employees off duty, and 1 train-service employee. 

1 
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com­

merce Act the above-entitled proceeding v/as referred, by the Com­
mission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and dispo­
sition . 



- 4 -

oparbcnourg 
2,20 n̂ i 

6 Saxon 
2.30 nd 

<j) Calvert 
1.60 md 

C>veclxle 
1.44 ni. 

X Fairmont (P. of A.) 
I 2.16 ,a: 

I o Tucnpau 
| HO 7, , rv,-
I 6 Grr^nwood, S. C. 

I 

P.T.*---

\ 
P 
\° 
\1 1 O 
! i> 
S-i 
H n i 

,6/p3 ft. ,i| 
'£!l» 

p.c.^. 
3-

OF 

1/" 
4c e 

90< * d O 

1 <L< 

In v. Mo. 2483 
Piedmont & Northo»rn Railway 

Fairmont, 3. C. 
February 21, 1941 



Location and Llethod of Operation 

Tills accident occurred on that part of the South Caro-
lii a. Division vnich extends between Spartanburg and Greenwood., 
S. C , a distance of 38.9 rules. The line is eauipped. vith en 
overhead, catenary system for electric propulsion of trains- In 
the vicinity of the point of accident this Is a. single-track 
lire over which trains are operated, by timetable and. train 
orders; there is no block system in use. At Fa.ir.iont a. spur 
track parallels the main track on the east; the switch is facing-
point for south-bound trains and. is located 500 feet north of 
the station. The accident occurred. 904 feet north of this 
c^'iuch. As the point of accident is approached, from the north 
there are, in succession, a 3° curve to the right 681 feet in 
length, a tangent 1,643 feet, and a 3° curve to the right 1,038 
feet to the point of accident and 277 feet beyond. The grade 
for south-bound trains varies between 0.33 and 1 percent ascend­
ing a diotance of 2,935 feet and. is 0.83 percent at the point of 
accident. 

At its northern end the curve involved, extends a dis­
tance of 518 feet in a cut which is 30 feet deep, 27 feet wide 
at the level of the rail, and 05 feet wide at the top. This cut 
is followed by a low fill 300 feet long, and then a cut 9 feet 
deep and. 1,244 feet long. The accid.ent occurred at a point 220 
feet south of the northern end of the latter cut. Between the 
t'ro cuts there is a clump of trees west of the track. Because 
of the cats, the tr; ck curvature and. the growth of trees on the 
in sice of the curve, the view from the cab of a south-bound motor' 
ca.r cf the point where the accident occurred is restricted, to 
570 feet. 

Pules and. Regulations for the Government of the 
Operating Department read in whole or in part as follows: 

40. An inferior train must clea.r the time of a 
superior train, in the same direction, not less 
than five minutes; but muse be clear at the time 
a first-class train, in the sa.me direction, is 
due to leave the next station in the rear "here 
title is shown. 

41. A train failing to clear the main track by 
the time required by rule, must be protected, as 
prescribed by Rule 52* 

http://Fa.ir.iont
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52- When a train stops, or is delayed, under 
circumstances, in which it may he overtaken 
by another train, * * * the P.ear Brake nan or 
Conductor must immediately go back with danger 
signals to stop any train moving in the same 
direction. At a point three-fourths of a mile 
from the rear of his train he rust place cne ' ' 
torpedo on the rail on the Hotornan 1s side; he 
must then continue to go back to a point one 
mile from the rear of his train, and place two 
torpedoes on the llotorman's simc, ten yards 
a Part (one rail length), when he may return to 
a point three-fourths of a milr from the rear 
of his train, -'here he must retain until an 
approaching tram has been stopped, or he is 
recalled by the whi tie of his motor. Then he 
comes in he will leave two torpedoes on the 
rail, and plant a lighted fusee on the track, 
at night or who-n conditions reouire it. 

Tiiea a train is within cifjht or hearing, 
or a Passenger train is due within ten (i0) 
minutes, the fla.gm.an must remain until such 
train has I" een stopped, and will then proceed 
thereon until ids train is overtaken. 

Bulletin ho. 37, dated September 25, 193-i, reams in 
Part as follows: 

" * * * the meaning of 'under control 1. 3e 
able to stop within one-half the distance 
o f your vi si on. " 

In the vicinity of the point of accident the maximum 
authorized speed for passenger trams Is 50 miles per hour. 

The weather was clear at the time of the e.cciclent, 
whio} occurred at 1:47 p. m. 

Description 

ko. 47, a south-bound second-class freight train, wit^Jl 
Conductor hairston and Hotorman Tibri^ In charge, consisted at 
tho time of the aco_p.ent of electric engine 5610, 14 loaded and 
4 empty cars and a caboose- This tralr departed from Spartanburg, 
8.04- miles north of Fairmont, at 1 p. m., according to the train 
sheet, 30 minutes late, anc. - stopped at Clovedale, 1.44 miles 
north of Fairmont, about 1:23 p. m., according GO statements of 

http://fla.gm.an
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the crew. After two cars were added., the tram departed from 
Cievedele aoout 1:35 p. m., 35 minutes late and b muxes ahead 
of the schedule tine of Ho. 5. A flagman uas left at Cleveclale 
and No. 47 proceeded southward, stopped at Fairmont where one 
car >ras added, ana while it vas stopped, with its rear end 
st; rrinr 904 feet north of the spur-track stitch, tne rear end 
"as struck "by Ho. 5. 

Ho. 5, a south-bound first-class passenger tram, 
with Conductor B u r n s s and Lie tor nan Th.E.ciiston in charge, con­
sisted of combination Passenger-baggage unit No. 550, which was 
provided rith electric-traction motors, and a trailer-coach 
unit; both units were of steel construction. This train de-
Parted from Spartanburg at 1:30 p. a., according to the- train 
sheet, on time, stepped at Saxon, 2-2 miles beyond, to receive 
3. Passenger, stopped a^cut 3/4 mile north of Clevedale in re­
sponse to the signals of the flagman of No. 4-7, stopped at 
Clevedcle aoout 1:43 p. n. tc land and to receive passengers, 
then departed, and, while moving at a speed estimated at 30 to 
40 miles per hour, collided "ith the rear end of Kc. 47. 

The steel caboose of No. 47 was telescoped by motor 
350 a distance of S-l/2 or 9 feet, the side sheets and the 
frame-rork were bsdly distorted and about one-half of the center­
sill w?s broken from the body cf the caboose. The-rear truck 
was detached and pushed under the front end of the caboose. 
'Bee re&r end cf the car ahead cf the caboose r s s damaged and 
ics rear truck was derailed. 

The front end of motor 350 "as crushed. Inward. The 
sidle sheets on the right side back of the notornan 1 s "irdcw were 
buckled, outward. The front end-posts and the front-truck 
bolster were broken. The front truck wa.s derailed., o_eta.ch.ed 
and. shoved under the center of the caboose. The center-sill 
"as bent downward about 2 inches at the center of the ca.r and 
upward at the rea.r end of the car. 

The employee killed was the motorman of No. 5 and the 
employee injured was the flagman of No. 47. 

Sutteary of Svidence 

Hotorman Tiobs, of No. 47, stated that at Clevedale 
he sounded the whistle signal for the flagman to protect the 
rear of the train. At 1:35 p. m., when No. 47 -was ready to de-
Part from Clevedale, the flagman was net recalled, as No. 5 was 
one to leave Calvert, 1.6 miles north of Clevedale, at 1:40 p. m. 
ana Clevedale at 1:43 p. m.; this -'as in accordance nth the 
rule which prescribes that a. flagman must remain behind to 

http://o_eta.ch.ed
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r f f j ] ' L protection m e n a passenger train is due within 10 
iiinoler. '"lien No. 47 departed f i on Clevedal e the engine-an 
cocci "ed the fla L m m standing about 0.8 rule north of Cleve­
dale. ho. 47 stepped at Fairmont about 1r40 p,. m., where one 
car " P T added co the train. The brakes on the train hpd not 
boa: released when the engineman looked back and saw ho. 5 ap-
prca 0 m g in tho- cut. He estimated that the speed of No. 5 was 
at least 40 miles per hour wnen it struck the caboose. He was 
last examinee, in tne operating rules in 1940. He understood 
that after a tram is stopped by a flagman's signals and the 
ci£" is informed of a preceding train, the following train is 
required t J proceed under control and to be prepare! to stop 
bhort of the preceding trait. 

Conductor H^i-rston, of No. 47, stated that the flagman 
was left at Clevedale to provide protection because the time was 
insufficient for No. 47 to proceed to Fairmont, to add. one car 
to tne train at that point, to go to TucaPau, 2-16 miles south 
of Fairmont, and to clear the schedule tl.ie of No. 5 not less 
than 5 : inutes, as prescribed b;y Rule 40- TucaPau was the first 
siding south of Crlvert long enough to contain his train. At 
Fair...ont he "as at the front end of the train. Alter a car was 
added but before tho- biakes on the train had been released, the 
conductor observed Ho. 5 moving rapidly on the curve north of 
Fair iOnt. The weather was clear at the time of the accident, 
wlicd occurred at 1:47 p. .... He said that it "as custorary for 
an inferior train to leave its "legman to provide protection 
while it oroce ceded ahead of a superior train to the fir ret siding 
lorg enough to contain the preceding train- Ho was last examined 
on er.c ce crating rules in 1940. He" understood that after a super­
ior train nas boon flagged and the crew is informed of a preceding 
ir, dealer tram, the superior train is required to move under 
cor erol a.nd. to be prepare! to stop short'of tne preceding train. 

Tic- statement of Front Brrherean Sanders, of No. 47, added 
nothing of importance. 

Flagman Campbell, of No. 47, stated that his train 
stopped at Clevodalc- e.bout 1:20 or 1:25 p. re., and. the motorman 
ccanned toe- "histie sleaeni for the flagman to proceed to the rear 
ce grovigc flig protection. The trair/aepartea from Clevedale 
ale^t 1:5c or x:5o p. r.i. The whistle signal ./as not sounded for 
h m to return to the tram; however, if it had been sounded he ;,dtm\ 

wo eld. not have returned since No. 5 was due at Clevoc.ale at 1 : 4 3 ' W 
P- ii. Ho flagged No. 5, boarded, the motor, and, informed the 
retorman the time that No. 47 had de-parted' from Clevedale. No.5 
then proceeded, stopped at Clevedale and soon departed. The 
flagman remained in the front end of the motor with the motorman, 
ana both maintained a lookout ahead for No. 47. As ho- 5 ap­
proached the point where the accident occurred, the speed was 
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...rout 00 or 05 .tiles Per hour on the tangent north of the curve 
involved. The flagman was som'diet concerned cut Ic did not cay 
anything m e n the motorman aid not reduce speed helore the train 
entered the carve. As the train rounded the carve, the flagman 
o ,~e ved the usboobc aoout 600 feet distant and ctlled a vamingt 
TP* . ctor mr in; ie<'.1? tely closed the controller m d applied the 
e m itg; os. The flamar. did not observe if the brakes were ap­
plied in service or eeie: gene; ; however, the braite application 
see. ed to no effective. When Ko. 5 was ePoout 300 Pec-t rorth of 
che csaoom the motormn told the flagmr. tan : t,n tram would 
not stop mjvt or? u h e ceiroose ate P - t ,.e ceo do .rove out of the 
vc >. The- sp.-d , ras aOout 30 :iiss per P o m n.en cP.e collision 
occurred. IP' r o m e fror. Cloa-edalc nothing occurred to distract 
the m t o r .m's ntt rlion fro., a.e oroper p r^on.aiiee of his 
d m m s ; the .rotor m 1 app-mree normal. Tne f l a m m had no infor-
uation cons.an., ng stopt: tn-'t Po. 47 i ould and ne diet not 
surest to m a ..ctor: m r ny m i n t 'chore Po. a7 right be over­
taken. The ila_..iar salt" r'nat alter I o. L stopped r oimi of Cleve-
d r ' e c m the motormar, was indorsed, of a preceding inferior train, 
the .'fbor'.ai m s re-named, to operate the folic -inp train under 
control rnd to be prepared to stoo ad thin one-half the range of 
vision Uxitil the precede, g tram '-as overtaken. The flagman vas 
last examined on the operating rules on April 20, It 39. In 
rules classes employees age instructed that 'lean an inferior 
train in the same direction is unable to clear the ti.s of a 
foilowing superior train 5 minutes the flagman must remain be­
rime, his traiii, flag the following train, inform the crew con­
cerning the precedirg train, and ride the following train until 
it overtakes the preceding inferior train. All empmyess are 
instructed to operate a following train pre pa: of. to stop within 
on-;-half the r a m e of vision. In his opinion the moiorman of 
ho. 5 failed to control the speed of his train properly after it 
had. been flagged. 

Conductor Eurriss, of Ho. 5, smtec th: t the bra.kes 
were tested chat morning before the train departed, from Green-
m u d , 5« C , on trio north-bound trip on Po. 4; trie brakes func­
tioned properly en route. Then his train w as approaching Cleve-
dalc P.e aas in the control eouparti.ont with the motcrman. About 
l/2 mile north of Clevedaie, Po. 5 stopped in response to the 
sPgrals cf the flagman op P'o. 47. The flagman boar c" ed Po. 5 but 
tho concuctor did not beer tPe information the flagman gave the 
muter: m ; however, it was not unusual for Po. 5 to m stopped 
by a ria,...an in that vicinity because of a preceding inferior 
tram fp ilir.g to clear the time of Po. 5. Po. 5 departed from 
C P medals, about 1:44 g. m. En route from CI ewe dale to the point 
lime the- acep'-cat occurred, the conductor m s busy collecting 
files m r~ did not c P c .-rve the apem. of the train until me felt 
the- air Pranes become applied in emergency; at this time the 
speed of 1 0 . 5 m s 30 or 30 miles per hour. H e looked ahead, 



- 1 0 -

o b e c : v e d t h a t t h e c a b o o s e o f r o . 4 7 v a s 4 0 0 t o 5 0 0 f e e t d i s t a n t , 

cS: r e a l i z e d t n a t a c o l l i s i o n v i s i m m i n e n t . T n e r c c i o . i t o c ­

c u r r e d x i e c e n 1 : ^ 5 a n d 1 : 4 7 p . m . H e s a i d l h a t t h e m n t c r m a n 

m v e l v c d " a s n o t a s s i g n e d r e g u l a r l y t o N o . 5 ; h u v e v e r , t h e m o t o r g ^ 
m i n ' a s f r m u . C h t l y a s s i g n e d t o N o . 5 d u r i n g t h e a b s e n c e o f t h e 

- i d - r u m t - m T e n a n d t h i s w a s t h e t h i r d c o n s e c u t i v e d a y h e h a d 

b e e n a s s i g n e d t o t h i s s c h e d u l e . H e s a i d , t h a t a f t e r ' N o . 5 s t e p p e d 

n o r t h o f C l e v e d t a l e i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e s t o p s i g n a l s c f t h e f l a g m a n 

jf N o . 4 7 , t h e m o t o r m a n v a s r e u u i r e d t o o p e r a t e N o . 5 u n d e r c o n ­

t r o l a n d t o o e p r e p a r e d t o s t c p t h e t r a i n v i t h i n o n e - h a l f t h e 

r a n g e o f v i s i o n u n t i l N o . 4 7 " a s o v e r t a k e n . 

E x p r e s s k o s s e r v e r r . i d a l e h , o f N o . 5 , e s t i m a t e d , t h e 

s p e e d o f N o . 5 a s 3 0 t o 3 5 m i ^ e s p e r h o u r n e n t h e a c c i d e n t o c -

c 1 . i n e d . 

C - m r I n s p e c t o r V l h i t o , a t S p a r t a n b u r g , s t a t e d , t h a t h e 

r e n e w e d V o b r a k e s h o e s o n r m m t o r 5 5 0 b u t d . i d n o t m a k e a t e r m i n a l 

r i n - b n ' : c t e s t e f I o . 5 d e f e r - e i t d e p a r t e d ; I n m - c v e r , h e o p e r a t e d 

t h _ ' t r & i . f , - n t h e P i t t o t h e P a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n a r a t h e a . i r 

b m - J . e s f " . n c 1 1 J P e d o r o p e r j y . 

A i r r m i i I n s o . c t o r D a v i s , a t G - r e e n v i l l e s h o p s , s t a t e d 

t ' . m . t o n P e b r u r i y 7 ; 1 1 4 1 , m o t o r 5 5 0 v a s g i v e n t h e p r e s c r i b e d 

I n , m i c t i o n a n t t o e • i r - b r a - k e e q u i p m e n t f u n c t i o n e d , p r o p e r l y a t 

t h - t t i m e . A f t e r t h o a c c i d e n t n e i n s p e c t e d , c a r 5 5 0 a n d f o u n d 

f _ h t t n e a i r - b r a k e o o u i p m e n t v - a s d a m a g e d a s f o l l o w s : T h e 

d ' t p u imkip . h i M ; e - v a . I v e " a s b r o k e n , t n d . t h e h a . n d . l e v a s m i s s i n g ; 

t h e a u t o , a t i c b r a k e - v a l v e h a n d l e m a s m l a p p o r i c i o n , b u t n o 

s i g n i f i c a n c e c o u l d o r - a t t a c h e d t o t h i s at" i t c o u l d t n a . v e b e e n 

d i s t u r b e d m i i m r u f t i ; t o J a e a c c i d e n t . T e s t s m a c e s u b s e q u e n t 

t o t n e a c c i d e n t d i s c l o s e d t h a t t h e d i s t r i b u t i n g v a l v e , t h e a u t o ­

m a t e b r - k . c - v ^ I v e a r a t h e ? i r - r r g u l a t i n g d e v i c e s p e r f o r m e d t h e i r 

f u n e - t j L c n s p r o p e r l y . T . h e r e v a s n o d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e 

a i - ' - h m s k e e q u i p m e n t e x i s t i n g p r i o r t o t h e a c c i d e n t t h a t c o u l d 

h a \ m e i n t e r f e r e d v i h . u t r i e s t o p p i n g o f N o . 5 . 

H e a d m a s t e r H o l s i . o u s e r s t a t e d t h a t m . e e x m v . m i n e d t h e t r a c k 

v i t h i n 2-o/4 h o u r s a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . T . m e r a i l s w e r e 

d r y , a n a t h e r e " a s n o i n d i c a t i o n o f s a n d h a v i n g b e e n u s e d v i t h i n 

a d i s t a n c e o f 0 0 0 f e e t n o r t h o f d m , p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t ; t h e r e 

v e r o r o b u r n s o n t h ^ r a i l s f r o m s l i d i n g " h e e l s . 

l l o t o r m a n C l e m e n t , a s s i g n e d r e g u l a r l y f o r t h e P a s t 3 

y e a r s t o t r a i n s o p e r a t i n g o n s c h e d u l e s N o r . 4 a n d 5 , s t a t e d , t h a t 

m o t o r 5 5 0 a n d a t r a i l e r - o o a c h c o u l d b e s t o p p e d i n t h e v i c i n i t y 

o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t f r o m a s p e e d o f GO m i l e s P u r h o u r b y a 

2 0 - s o u n d b r u n e - p i p e r e d u c t i o n i n 0 0 0 o r 1 , 0 0 0 . m e e t ; s p e e d c o u l d 

h e . r e d u c e d b y a 2 0 - p o u n d r e d u c t i o n f r o m 6 0 t o 3 0 i d l e s p e r h o u r 

i n 6 0 0 f e e t . H e h a d n e v e r h a d o c c a s i o n t o m a k e a n e m e r g e n c y 

a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e b r a k e s , n e h a d l e . s t o p e r a t e d m o t o r 3 5 0 a n d a 

t r a i l e r - c o a c n o n F e b r u a r y 1 8 , 1 0 4 1 . 

http://rccio.it
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I.Iotorman V/hnte, who -./as not involved in the accident, 
stacec. that employees are instructed to operate ti'eins unaer 
control so that they can be stopped rithin one-half the range 
of vision after they "have been flagged. 

General Manager Hogan stated that after Ko. 5 stopped 
north of Clevedale in"response to the signals of the flagman of 
ho. 4 7 trc motorman was. required to operate No. 5 under control 
and. to be orcpared to stop within one-half the range of his 
vision until No. 47 v/as overtaken, and. during the interim no 
acdi clonal flag protection for No. c? was recuired or erpected 
co he provided.. He said th^ meaning of "under control" vas 
understood by all employees concerned. The motorman of No. 5 
ran familiar -1 ch none of No. 47. 

According to data furnished by the railroad, motor 350 
is S'± feet 0-3/4 inches in lenpth ever buffers, and weighs 
145,700 pound.s. The front-end. corner posts were steel channels 
4 inches wide with 1-5/'.-inch flanges; U e front-end door posts 
"crc steel channels 5 11 cr.e^ wide with 1-3/4-inch flenses. The 
side sills were of angle construction, l/4 inch by 3-1./2 inches 
by 5 inches, and Zee consti uction, 5 inches by 3 Inches by 4 
inches. The con cor sills -ere two steel channels 9 inches wide 
with 2-1/2-inch flanges; cover-plates were provided at top and 
bottom. Timcro were intermediate I-beam sills 10 inches high and 
5 inciics wide, with a r reb 1/4 inch thiol;. The end. an^ the side 
sheets were l/8-mch notal; the inside walls were 20-page metal. 
The front-end. door was covered by 20-ga oe metal- The car w as 
powered by four electric motors. EL-type brn.ke eouipmert was 
provided; air-reL,ulating devices were adjusted to pro/ide brake-
pipe pressure of ^0 pounds and ma.in reservoir* pressure of 90 and 
110 pounds. The last periodic inspection was on February 7, 1941, 
at which time all brake equipment performed its functions prop­
erly. Trailer car 401 was equipped with a ?-2 concrol valve* 

Discussion 

According to the evidence, while No. 1-7, a second-class 
freight train, was standing on the main tra.ck at Fairmont, its 
rea.r end was struck by No. 5, a first-class passenger train,which 
"as loving at a speed of 30 or 55 miles Per hour. Tae accident 
occurred at 1:47 p. m. 

No. 5 was due to leave Clevedale, 1.41 miles north of 
Fairmont, at 1:45. p. m. No. i-7 departed, from Clevedale at 1:36 
p. m. Under the rules, No. 47 was required to clea'• the time of 
No. 5 not less chan 5 minutes, or to be in the clear at the time 
No. 5 "as due to leave Clevedale. There was no point where No. 
47 could clear until it reached Tucapau, 2.16 miles south of 
Fairmont; therefore, ±lag protection was required until Ko. 47 
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r a t T u c a P a u . I n c o m p l i a n c e v i t h a p r o v i s i o n o f t h e 

f i g i n r u l e r e q u i r i n g f l a g p r o t e c t i o n w h e n a P a s s . r u e r t r a i n 

i s ; u e w i t h i n 10 m i n u t e s , t n e f l a g n a n of No.47 w a s i e f t a t a 

p o m t '5/ 4 m i l e n o r t h o f C l e v e u e l e . T h e f l a g m a n s t o p p e d N o . 5, 

t o r . . c e t h e m o t o r , i n f o r m e d t h e m o t o r n u n c o n c e r n i n g No. 47 a n d 

r e . at? n c * < i n t h e n o t o i m a n ' s c o m p a r t m e n t , i n t e n d i n g t o r e m a i n 

tnrrc u i i i l h i s t r a i n w a s o v e r t a k e n . 

U'lo.̂ i t h o r u l e s / a . r t e r a t i a i n h a s h e e n f l a g g e d a n d t h e 

c e o 1 h a s I t o e i r . f o r l e d c o n c e r n i n g a p r e c c u i n g e r a i n , t h e m o t o r m a n 

i s r e q u i r e d to o p e i e a h e h i s t r a i n u n d e r c o n t r o l a n d t o b e p r e p a r e d 

t o s h o e a j t h i n c v e - l : l f < ie r e n t e o f v i s i o n u n t i l t h e P r e c e d i n g 

t n i n i s o v e n o r o - n . A c i h i i g t o s t a t e m e n t s '"if o h o H a i n a n a n d 

s'T'tvLii m e " ) u t : o f t h . o c r e w f i f N o . 5, t h e s n o o d c o ' N o . 0 w a s 

a b o u t ; e u o r 01" m i l e s p t n " ' o u r n i c - n ' t w a s o n t h e c u r v e n o r t h o f 

F - . i i i o n t , v h ^ e c u e s , o> r v a t u >n-. a n d t r e e s r e s t r i c t e d v i s i b i l i t y 

t o a b o u t o l 0 j > c t . T! e ' " l e g u ' U - o b s e r v e d t h e r o a r e r a o f I n s 

t - c ' . i r i s t a n f i e . ; i n t h e c e t e - n a w e . r . e e u t h e r o t o r r . a n , - " h o i m m e d i a t e ­

l y > c o n a • t L :n t o s t o p h . s t ^ - , m b u t t o o l a t e t o a T r o r t t h e a c c i ­

d e n t . I - ti- o iu.- o r e u a c d . i jif_ o f t h e general manager, -all aur» 
v i n r a u l c e r e o f b o t h c r o w s i n v o l v e d a n d , s e v e r a l e m p l o y e e s n o t 

i n v c l v c • i n t h o A c e i a c n t a h a e a* t e r a t r a i n h a s b e e n f l o g g e d a n d 

t n e c r o w h a s b e e n m n o r m e u c o n c e r n i n g a p r e c e d i n g e r a i n , t h e 

f o l l o w i n g t r . i i n i s i f c a v e d , t o n o v o u n d e r c o n t r o l ^ n d . t o b e p r e ­

p a r e t o s t o p w i t h i n o n e - h a l f t h e r - m g e o f v i s i o n u n t i l t h e p r e ­

c e d i n g e e i n i s o v e r t a k e n . T n e m o t o r - n a n i n v o l v e d , w a s f a m i l i a r 

w i o h t h o ' o r h o f N o . 47 a n d h o h a d s e r v e , L f o r m o r e t h a n 2 8 y e a r s 

a s n o t o r ' i a n o n t h i s l i n e ; t h e r e f o r e , i t i s r c n s o n a o l e t o a s s u m e 

t n a t h e u n d e r s t o o d t h e r u l e s i n v o l v e d , i n t h i s e . o c i d - n t . V , h y h e 

f a i l e d t o c o n t r o l t h e s o o e d o f h i s t r a i n m t h i s i n s t a n c e c o u l d , 

n o t t o a s c e r t a i n e d , a s h e w a s h i l l e d i n t h e a c c i d e n t . 

C a u s o 

I t i s f o u n d t n a t t n i s a c c i d e n t w a s c a u s e d , b y f a i l u r e 
p r o p e r l y t o c o n t r o l t h o s p e e d o f t h e f o l l o w i n g t r a i n a f t e r i t 
h a d "r o c a f l a p p e d . 

D a t e d a t W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . , t h i s t w e l f t h d a y 
o f A p r i l , 10 H.. 

D y ' . h e C o i e m i s s i o n , C o m m i s s i o n e r P a t t e r s o n . 

7 . P. B A h T E l , 

( e . " A I . ) S e c r e t a r y . 
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