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ERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSICN

REFORT OF TEE DIRECT
ACCIDENT ON THE L
NEAR ROSEVILLE

F THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING AN
OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY
ALIF , ON APRIL 8, 1935.
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June 19, 1935.

To the Commission:

On Aprll 8, 1935, there was a head-end collision between a
work train end a section motor car with trailer on the line of
the Sovthern Pucific Company necar Roseville, Calif., which re-
sulted i1n the death of 11 employees and the injury of 1 employece.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Sacromento Divi-
slon which ecxtcends between Roseville and Tehama, Calif., a dis-
tance of 105.1 miles. 1In the vicinity of the neint of accidens
this 1z o single-track line over which trains are operated by
time table, train orders, and an automatic block-signal systen,
the signalsgs being approach lighted. The accident occurred at a
pPoint avproximately 1.8 miles cast nf the station at Roseville;
approaciing this point from the east, the track is tangent for
a distance of approximately 2 niles, folloved by a compound
curve to the left 3,609 feet in length -vith a maximum curvature
of 1°935', the accident occurring on this curve at a noint about
25N feet from 1ts western end. Approaching from the west, the
track is tengent for a distance of 1,411 feet, followed Dby the
curve on which the accident occurred. The grade for west-bound
trains ig clightly ascending for a distance of about 750 Teet,
while for east-bound trains it is descending for more than 1
mile, varying from 0.2 to 0.49 percent.

This line is equipped with train-indicator gignals for the
purpose of indicating to operators of mntor cars the approach of
trains where the view of the track ahead is obscured by curves.
The aignoal involved has no 1light but ic equipped with an 8-incn
fare in the lower half of which there is a hole 2 inches in diam-
eter, and vhen the signal ic actuated a red dise back of the
fane of the signal drops cnd gives a red indication through the
opening. The signal is on a mast with the face of the signal 4
feet 25 inches above the top of the rail. The train-indicater
slgnal governing the movement of west-bound motor cars on the
curve on which this accident occurred, is located 1.15 miles .
east of tlie point of accident: this signal displays a red indi-
cation vhen an east-bound train passes the wye switch leaving
Roseville yard, located 1.22 miles west of the point of accident.
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Special instructions contained in the time %able restrict
the speed of all trains to 35 miles per hour on the line on
which the accident occurred. WMotor cars are limited to 15 miles
per hour, and must reduce speed to 3 miles per hour over all
road crossings, frogs and switches.

There was a light rein falling at the time of the accident,
vhich occurred about 8:25 p.m.

Description

Due to heavy rainfall for several days prior to the acci-
dent the track had been washed out at several points east of
Whitney, located 6.2 miles east of Roseville, necescitating the
employment of a work extra and of the entire Roseville geng in
addition to other gangs with camp cars. The work trein had
gone to Roseville for a change of crews and for additional
gravel, and at the time of the accident was returning to the
point of washout, while the motor car with push car attached
was bringing the Roseville section men back to Roseville.

Extra 2315, an cast-bound work train, consisted of 10 dump
gondolas loaded with gravel and was being pushed by engine 2315,
with a caboose coupled to the rear of the engine, and was 1n
charge of Conductor MeNeil and Engineman Cirby. This train
left Roseville about 5:20 p.m. and collided with the motor car

while traveling at a speed estimeted to have been between 18
and 25 miles per hour.

West-bound motor car 1524, e standard insulated car, with
push car attached ags a trailer, left "hitney about 8 p.m. W%th
Assistant Foremen Deamantopulos and Apostolos and 9 men riding
"n the motor car and Assistant Foreman Moralez and 2 men riding
on the trailer. The car was operated by Ascistant Foreman
Apostolos, and was traveling at a gpeed estimated to have been

about 15 miles per hour when it collided with the first car of
Extra 2315.

Extra 2315 stopped with the front end of the first car
1,342 feet east of the point of accident with the wreckage of
the motor rar Jammed under the front end of the car; this car
was not dereiled., The motor—car trailer, badly damaged, was
found on the embankment to the north of the track 340 feet east
of the voint of accident. The enpioyees killed were the aSS}St"
ant foreman operating the notor car and 10 section men; the in-

Jured employee was the other assistant foreman who was riding
on the motor car.



Sumrary of evidence

Conductor McNeil, of Extra 2315, stated that on leaving .
Roseville he rode on the front end of the lead car with Brakemen
Plunkett and Tallon and Tralnmaster Fisgher. He stood on the
right cide of the car with his hand hanging over the side of the
car holding a lantern; Treinmaster Fisher had his lantern hang-
ing over the front end of the car, and Brakeman Plunkett alsco
had a lantern. The train was traveling at a speed of about 20
mile per hour when he saw red and white lanterns about 200 yards
ahead =nd at first he thought some one was walking along the
track. He gave a stop signal to the engineman, who applied the
alr brakes immediately, and he did not realize that thecre was a
motor car approaching until it was about 50 feet distant. Con-
ductor McNeil stated that oan passing through the yard at Rose-
ville he observed that the headlight on his engine was burning,
but paid no further attention to it; he also stated that there
was no back-up hose on the lead car.

The statements of Head Brakeman Plunkett, Swing Brakeman
Tallon and Trainmacter Fisher, of Extra 2315, practically cor-
roborated those of Conductor McNeil, and all of them said they
had their white lanterns where they could be seen. They heard
the whictle sounded on their engine when in the vicinity of an
overhead bridge which is located about 500 feet west of the
point of accident and said their vision was not obscured in any
way by the rain. Trainmaster Fisher, however, stated that with
the wind from the west he thought it would interfere with the
vision of thc men on the motor car as the rain would be blowing
in their faces. Trainmaster Ficher further stated that after
the ac~ident he talked with Assistant Foreman Moralez, "iO told
him that he had positive instructions from Roadmaster McCarthy
to remain at Whitney until the work extra returned, but that 1
Assistant Foreman Apostolos insisted they go to Roseville as the
work train would not be out of that poiat for an hour or more.
Assistant Foreman Moralez also told him that Apostolos sald to
him, "I am your boss; I want you to get on the motor car.”

Engineman Cirby, of Extra 2315, stated that when he re-
ceived violent stop signals from the lead car he immediately
applied the air brakes in emergency, and he thought the traln
traveled a dictance of from 15 to 20 car lengths before 1% ‘
stopped; he estimated the speed to have been between 20 and ?5
miles per hour at the time he made the application. The engilne
bell was ringing and he had sounded the whistle Jjust beforc en-
Tering the curve on which the accident occurred. t also ap-
peared from his statementc that the headlight was shining over
the tops of the cars; he could not see the trdnmen on the lead
car but could see three lanterns, two of them being in sight .
a8ll the time. The statements of Fireman Bell and Flagman Davis
brought out nothing additional of importance.



Assistent Foreman Moralez, of motor car 1524, stated that
on the morning of the accident he operated the motor car to
Whitney, Section Foreman Lenihan and five men accompanylng him.
At the end of the day's work, befors the train had returned to
Whitney, Roadmaster MeCarthy told him that the work extra would
go to Rozeville to get gravel and that he znd his men should
not go to Roseville on the motor car until the werk extra rc-
turned, which would be gbout 8:30 p.m.; the roadmaster also
told him that the other assistant fereman would ride back on
the train. They all rode on the train toward Whitney, but As-
slstant Foreman Moralez stated that asc the train was passing
the washout just east of Whitney the train was going slowly and
he got off in order to get their raincoats; he then walked to
Whitney, vhere he found all of the section men. Both Apostolos
end Deamantopulos asked him what instructicns the rosdmaster
gave him rnd he toid them that thcy were tc wait for the return
of the work train. Scme of the men in the gang of Assistant
Foreman Apostolos then went back to the washout te get their
coats and after thsy returned and made an unsuccessfol effort
to obtain supper in the camp car ocutfit, a push car was nbtained
and Apostolos gave the order to place the meter car on the track.
Assistant Foresman Morelew protested, tut the car was put on the
track and they started out. He heard Deamantopulos say that
when they reached the west switeh of the passing track thoy
could pull in on that track and on passing the wes?t gwitch the
speed was reduced and Meralez heard the other assistant foremen
talking in Greek, but he could not understend them. The apeed
was then increased, without stepping, and on approaching the
train-indicator signal, Moralez tcld Apcstolos to stop to ascer-
tain its indication, and had a fusee ready to light, but the
motor car continued without stopring. Aaciatant Foreman lloralez
then saw lights swinging ahead, heard someone say a train was
coming, and jumped off; the motcor car was ecquipped with onc red
and one white lantern, and at the time of the accldent was trav-
eling from 15 to 20 miles per hour. Assistant Foreman Moralez
further stated that “here was no nesd to get a line-up as he
knew the train would be returning, and when asked why he let the
other sssistant foremen take charge, he replied that he did not
want to fight with the men.

Asgistant Foreman Deamantopules stated that Roadmaster
MeCarthy instructed him to return to Roseville on the motor car,
and to obtain a push car, as the motor car could not carry all
the men. The roadmaster alsoc told him that the work train would
return to Whitney but if there was time they were 1o follow the
work train to Roseville. After obtaining a push car, about 1/4
mile cast of Whitney, they rlaced the motor car on the track,
roupled the push rar, and started toward Roseville, Deamantop—
ulos sitting on the front left «ide of the motor car and Apos—
tolog operating the car. On reaching the west PaSSing‘traok



switch, sbout 2,000 feet beyond, Deamantopulos teld Apostolos

tn stop at the switch, as he did not think they rould heve time
to reach Roseville before the work train started tack, but ‘
Apostolog gsald that someone told him the work train would not
come out until Q@ p.m. end hec continued without stepning. As-
sigtant Foreman Deamantopulos said he knew the location of the
train~indicator cignal, but did not mertion it ncr did he hear
anyone else mention it. He could not cec for more than 100

feet ahead as they avnproached the peint of accident, and when

he first saw the train it was practically on top of them and he
Jumped off immediately; the motor car was traveling abcut 8 or
10 miles per hour at the time of the accident, and he said that
he did not see any light on the train. On Peing guestioned scv-
eral Timez as to whether or not leralez 9aid anything about
valting for the vork train to come back, he finally admitted
that lMoralez told him before the moter car was placed on the
track thot Roacdmaster MeCarthy had inctructed them te walt un-
til the work train returned to Whitney.

Section Laborer Havermann, a member of Assistant Foreman
Apostolos' gang, stated that when they returned to Whitney be-
tween 7:30 and 8 p.m., he heard Rradmaster llcCarthy give in-
structions that all thoss who rode nut on the train wers to zo
back to Rogeville on the train, but he and a few cof the others
told the roadmaster tha%t they were going back to where they had
been working in order tc get their lunch tuckets and coats, -nd
when he returned, about 15 minutes later, he went to the riotor
car, as the train had gone. His further statements corrobcrated
those of Assistent Fercman Mowralez ac to what tock place; he
heard loralez say that they were to wait for the work train to
return and said every one understood that these werc the in-
structions, but that Apostclos ordered the car to be placed on
the tracik, and on passiny the west switeh he heard Deamantopulos
usc the wvord "stop" when he was talking in Greek to Apostclos.
Section Laborer Havermann further stated that he was citting
next to Apostolos on the riotor car ~nd heard plainly when
Mcralez said to stop at the train-indicator signal, but he did
not know whether Apcstolcs heard him.

Section Foreman Lenihan stated that when Roadmaster McCarthy
instructed the Roseville gang to ride back on the train tc Rose-
ville, Aposctolos, who was on the same car in the train with Len
lhan, got off and called to Deamantopulos snd asked him 1f he
was going, end when Deamantopulos said that he was not, Apostoloes
did nnt got back on the trein, in spite of Lenihan telling him
to do so. Foreman Lenihan stated that it is the practice when
one agsistant foreman is handling a motor car to leave him in
charge, and on being auestioned as to how he accounted for
Moralez' antion in allowing Apostolos to take charge cf the metor
car, he answered that he did not know, but that Apostelos did



not like Moralez. Fnreman Lenihan stated that he had instructed
the assistant foremen nn moter car operstion and he had crnfi-
dence in allowing them to go mut on jobs alone, althorugh he had
cautioned Apnstnles about running teo fast. He further stated
that while the rules require a fereman tm stay with his men, the
readmaster gave him permissicn to go back on the train; this
permission, however, was given befcre they knew that the men
were getting »ff the train.

Roadmaster McCarthy stated that on arriving at Whitney ot
the end of the day's werk he at first instrueted the men that
hed ridden out on the train to return on the train and told
Mrralez that if he could leave immediately he was tn follow the
train on the motor car with the men he had breught out. When
he saw that all the =men had geotten off he inguired why his in-
strurtions were not being follewed and was tnld they had to go
Park for their crats and lunch buckets, he then t~1ld them they
could get a push rar and ride back on the push car and motor
rer, but that they weuld have to wait until the train had re-
turned to Whitney fr~m Roseville:; he explained the exact move-
ment to be made by the train, that it would pick up cars ab the
West end of the siding at Whitney, proceed to Rmseville, take
Water and change rrews, and then would return, and that the sec-
tion men were tm gtay there and not tn trke any chances. He
Stated thet he gave thesec instructions to the three a881?ta?t
Teremen, end that while these three men are of cqual rans, it
1s the prectice that when & man operates o motnr car, as Meralez
414 when he operated it tc Whitney, he is charged with the re-
Sponsibility for the return trip, and that it was Maralez' duty
te nperate the rar on the trip on which the accident nccurr?d-
The instrurtions gaverning the operation of motor cars are i

he mein verbal instruertions and the foremen and agsistants are
glven written examinstions at intervals. He alsn stated that
there were no written instructions relative to train-indicator
Slgnals. On being questioned as te instructicns relative to
farrying lights nn metor cars at night, Roadmaster McCarthy
stated that a red and a white lantern must be displayed where
they ran be seen from the front; the rules, hewever, state that
they must be plared where they can be seen in both directions.

Superintendent Hack said there was nn rule or instruetlon,
other than verbal, which required operatnrs of meoter cars to
nall the dispatcher and obtain & line-up of trains bef~re oper-
ating & motor car on the main *track outside of yard 1imits; howr-
ever, paregraph 1 of a bulletin issued in 1927, covering in-
structions ta users of mntar cars, provided as follrws:

Users of metor cars must keep in teuch with the
mnvement Af a1l trains ~n their dstriet, bearing 1n
mind at all times that trains and light engines may
be experted tn pass over the road at any time.
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In regard to the meaning of this paragraph, Superintendent Hack
stated that it is the intenticn that users of movor cars must
keep in touch with 211 traing on their districts by communica-
tion with the dispatcher.

Digcussion

Altrough some of the dcteils were conflicting, the inves-
tigation developed thas Assistant Foroman Moralcz informed the
other agsistant foremen of the instructions given by Roadmaster
McCarthy that they were to weit until the weork train returned
from Roseville., Assistant Foreman Apostolos teceok charge, hovw-
ever, ¢nd ordered the notor car to be placed on the track. The
three assistrnt foremen were of equal rank, but Assistent Fore-
ran Morelez was in charge cf the mctor car, having operated 1t
to Whitney earler in the day, and he stated that the reason he
ellowed Apostoloc to take charge for the return trip was because
he did not vant to fight. It sppcared that Deamantopulos, who
finally adnitted that iloralez gave them the roadmaster's in-
structions, vsed the werd "stop!" when talking with Apostolos as
they resched the west end of the passing track and apparently
wanted to stop at that point but that Aposteles continued on by
the switch without stopping; 1t alsc appeared that on approach-
ing the train-indicator signal, Loralez asked Apcstolos to stop
in order to see its indication, tut that Apcstolcs disregarded
his reouest..

zccident vas the feilure of
- mer,, for had he done s0,
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An importent fector in this
Foreman Lenihan to remain ith hi
there ould have been no such dicsension as oscurred. Rule
1084, of the rules and regulstions for the maintenance of way
and structures, provides that feremen must remain with thol
men ond personally superintend and engage in all work of the
gang and must never absent themselves from duty without consent
from their superior officers. W#hile Fereman Lenihon had re-
celved permission to ride on the train to Reseville, this per-
mission wae given by Roadmastor McCarthy hen hc also in=struct-
ed Assistont Foremen Apostolos and Deamantopulos and thelr gangs
to retura on the train. Before the vorkx train left Whitney,
however, Foreman Lenihan learned that hic men were not going to
Roseville on the train, but without further instructions he rej‘
mained on the *train.

1

r

It appeared that the lunch buckets and raincoats of some
of the men had been left a chort distance east of Whitney where
they had been working earlier in tne day, end the fallure to
Make come provicion Tor them to cbtain their possessions was
the reason they did not ride on the train. Had a proper under-
standing been had betveen these men and their superior officers,
1t would not have been necessary for them to remain behind.



Attention is called to the fact that while train-indicator
sipnals had been installed to safeguard the movement of motor
cars nn curves, nothing but verbal instructions had been issued
relative to their use, location and purpose, and apparently the
employecc were not particularly impressed with their importance.
The attitude of two of the assistant foremen toward the road-
master's instructions, the disgension among them, the failure
to malke provision for the men to obtain their belongings, the
failure of the section foreman to remain with his men, and the
ignoring of the trein-indicator gignal, indicete the existence
of confusion cnd a lack of discipline which does not do credit
to responsible supervising officials. Such a condition might
reason.bly be expected to result eventuclly in an accident of
this cheracter and points to the necessity of adopting more
adequatc protective measures to safeguard the movement of em-
ployees on motor cars.

Conclusions
This accident was caused by improper supervision and a
lack of discipline which resulted in the movement of a motor

car and trailer in direct violation of verbal instructicns to
walt for the return of a work train.

Recommendations

It 1s recommended that when employees are to be transport-
ed on motor cars, under cirrumstances such as obtained in thic
case, consideration be given to the desirability of making such
movements upon train order authority so that they may be prop-
erly and adequately safeguarded.

Respectfully submitted,
W. J. PATTERSON,

Director.



