
810 

IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AM ACCIDENT T,/HICH OCCURRED ON THE 
BALTIMORE & OHIO CHICAGO TERMINAL RAILROAD NEAR BLUE 
ISLAND, I L L . , ON AUGUST 20, 1921. 

September 24, 1921 

On August 30, 1921, t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t o f 

a f r e i g h t t r a i n on t h e B a l t i m o r e <x Ohio Ch icago T e r m i n a l 

R a i l r o a d near B lue I s l a n d , 1 1 1 . , -»hicn r e s u l t e d in t n e 

dea tn o f 1 employee and t n e i n j u r y o f 2 e m p l o y e e s . A f t e r 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t m s a c c i d e n t , t he C n i e f o f t n e Bureau 

o f S a f e t y r e p o r t s as f o l l o w s -

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e i a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on tnat p a r t o f t h e 

Second D i s t r i c t ..hicr. ex tends b e t w e e n T r a c y A v e . and H a r v e y 

J e t . , a d i s t a n c e o f \ . 5 m i l e s . T h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k 

l i n e o v e r which t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d oy t r a i n o r d e r s , t n e r e 

a r e no schedu led t r a i n s and no b l o c s i g n a l system i s in 

u s e . Tne a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a fa»» f e a t nor th o f 123nd S t r e e t . 

A p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t from, t h e n o r t h the t r a c k 

i s t angen t f o r a o o ' a t 2 ,000 f e e t , t h e g r a d e i s s l i g h t l y 

d e s c e n d i n g t o ir i thin iOO f e e t o f t n e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , o e -

yond lihich i t i s 0 . 5 1 p e r cen t d e s c e n d i n g . The t r a c k i s 

l a i d <i th 80-pot nd r a i l s , 33 f o et i n l e n g t n , v i th 18 oak 

and c e d a r t i e s t o t n e r a i l - l e n g t n , t i a - p l a t e i , and b a l l a s t e d 

» i t h aoout 3 f e e t o f g r a v e l . Th^ weather was c l e a r a t 

t h e t i m e o f t n e a c c i d e n t , »»hich o c c u r r e d a t aoout 3.53 p . m . 



D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Southbound f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 2931 c o n s i s t e d 

o f 8 c a r s a r . i a c a o o o s e , h a u l e d oy e n g i n e 2331, fthich was 

b e i n g o p e r a t e d b a c k i n g up, and was m c h a r g e o f Conductor 

Armstrong, arid Engine^a^ iviulvey. I t d e p a r t e d from T r a c y 

A v e , a t o io p .m. and tfas d e r a i l e d m i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a 

speed e s t i m a t e d t o h a v e been 18 or 20 u . i l e s an hour. 

Eng ine 2931 d e r a i l e d and tu rned o v e r t o t h e 

l e f t on i t s r i g h t s i d e , w n i l e the t e n d e r d e r a i l e d t o t h e 

r i g h t , coming t o r e s t 173 f e e t beyond t n e f i r s t marks o f 

d e r a i l m e n t . Tne f i r s t four c a r s were a l s o d e r a i l e d m d 

c o n s i d e r a b l y daLiaged. The employee k i l l e d ..as t n e e n g i n e -

man . 

S u g a r y o f e v i d e n c e . 

Fireman K e l In an .*as on h i s seat cos m e n he 

n o t i c e d t h e t e n d e r swaying uiore than u s u a l , and a f t e r i t 

had t r a v e l e d aoout o, c ^ r - l e n g t h i t d e r a i l e d t o t h e r i g h t 

He l i d not kno\« ".nether t he engmeman shut o f f steam or 

a p p l i e d t he c r a k e s a t t n e t i i ^ e o f t h e a c c i d e n t . H i s 

o p i n i o n a s to t h e r i d i n g q u a l i t i e s o f t n e e n g i n e was t h a t 

t h e r e v«as n o t h i n g about wnicn c o m p l a i n t c o u l d be uade, and 

he Sa,id t ha t on two p r e v i o u s t r i p s on t n i s day o v e r t h i s 

p o r t i o n o f t h e r o a d n o t h i n g unusual had oeen n o t i c e d . F i r e 

I'iCtn Kel lman e s t i m a t e d t n e speed t o have oeen about 20 m i l e s 

an hoa r , w n i i e Conductor Armst rong and Brakeman N o l a n , bo th 
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o f whom .Tere i n t h e c a b o o s e , thought i t was 18 o r 20 m i l e s 

an hour . Conduc tor Armst rong a l s o s a i d t n a t he Lade an 

e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e t r a c k but was u n a b l e t o f i n d a n y t h i n g 

t h a t c o u l d have Caused t h e a c c i d e n t . 

G e n e r a l Foreman o f Shops Rosenbe rg r e a c h e d t h e 

scene o f t n e a c c i d e n t n o r e than 2 hours a f t e r i t s o c c u r r e n c e 

and A n i l e ne made an e x a m i n a t i o n o f t n e t r a c k and e n g i n e , 

ne e x p r e s s e d no o p i n i o n a s t o tr.e Caj .se o f t h e a c c i d e n t . 

A s s i s t a n t Road Foreman o f E n g i n e s C a r l s o n had 

r i d d e n on e n g i n e S931 a l l day on August 18 , on account o f 

d i f f i c u l t y i t had e x p e r i e n c e d i n s teaming p r o p e r l y . He 

s a i d t h a t d u r i n g t h e c o u r s e of t h e day he made a t h o r o u g h 

e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e eng ine and t e n d e r , and found theiii t o b e 

m good c o n d i t i o n i n e v e r y r e s p e c t w i t h t h e p o s s i b l e e x c e p ­

t i o n o f s i g n s o f s l i g h t wear on t h e R-3 t e n d e r - t r u c k w h e e l ; 

t h i s was not jjorn enough t o warrant c a l l i n g i t t o t h e a t t e n ­

t i o n o f t h e roundhouse f o r c e . Eng ine 2931 nad oeen i n s p e c t ­

ed b e f o r e o e m g p l a c e d i n s e r v i c e on t n e u o r n m g o f t h e a c c i ­

dent and a t t h a t t i m e was found t o b e i n good c o n d i t i o n . 

I t i s o f t n e 2 -8-0 t y p e , w i t h a weight on t i e d r i v i n g w h e e l s 

o f 192,000 pounds, and the t e n d e r has a c a p a c i t y f o r 15 t o n s 

o f c o a l and 7,000 g a l l o n s o f w a t e r . 

Examina t ion o f t h e traCJs: snowed tha t the f i r s t 

mark o f d e r a i l m e n t was a f l a n g e mark on t n e r i g h t r a i l , t h i s 

mark l e a d i n g d i a g o n a l l y a c r o s s the r a i l t oward the o u t s i d e 

f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 24 f e e t . T n i s was f o l l o w e d oy wheel 
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marks on seven t i e s , o3^ona wluca p o i n t t h e t r a c k was t o r n 

up f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 140 f e e t Ix was a l s o found t h a t a t 

each o f t h e f i r s t t n r e e j o i n t s on t n e l e f t s i d e o f t n e t r a c k 

i m m e d i a t e l y p r e c e d i n g t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , t h e b a l l a s t had 

been washed from t h e s i d e s ana a l s o from under t h e t i e s , so 

t h a t i t was p o s s i b l e w h i l e s t a n d i n g on t h e ends o f t n e t i e s 

t o move t n e l u up and do«»n t o a s l i g h t e x t e n t , Tne i n v e s t i ­

g a t i o n m t h i s c o n n e c t i o n d e v e l o p e d tna t i t had r a i n e d un­

u s u a l l y hard i n t n i s v i c i n i t y d u r i n g tne p r e c e d i n g n i g h t 

S e c t i o n Foreman S t e v o , h o w e v e r , Said t n a t on the day o f 

t h e a c c i d e n t a t r a c k . \a lker had o e e n o v e r t n e t r a c k and 

r e p o r t e d i t t o b e m good c o n d i t i o n and t ha t he had n e v e r 

found t h e t r a c k s o f t , a l t h o u g h he s a i l i t was s l i g h t l y so 

on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r day on account o f t h e neavy r a m . 

A s s i s t a n t E n g i n e e r o f P l a in t enance & D C a r o t h e r s , 

who r e a c h e d tne scene o f t n e a c c i d e n t a o o a t 3 hours a f t e r 

i t s o c c u r r e n c e , s a i d ne l o r n i a few j o i n t s "pumping"; but 

d i d not c o n s i d e r them r e s p o n s i o l e f o r t h e a c c i d e n t . He 

s a i d t h e d r a i n a g e was good ahd t h a t no d i f f i c u l t y had e v e r 

been e x p e r i e n c e d . . i th t h e t r a c k in t m s v i c i n i t y , and t h a t 

h i s s p r i n g i n s p e c t i o n showed t i e r e n e w a l s t o oe a l l t n e 

r e p a m s n e c e s s a r y . ne maasured t h e gauge and s u r f a c e f o r 

a d i s t a n c e o f aoout 300 f e e t immediately p r^c ending t ne 

^ o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . I n e s e measarements showed tna t at one 

p o i n t 107 f e e t f rom t n e p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t t he r i g h t r a i l 
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was 13 /16 inch l o « « e r than t h e l e f t r a i l , w i t n t h i s e x c e p t i o n , 

none o f t h e v a r i a t i o n s m s u r f a c e e x c e e d e d 5/8 i n c h . The 

gauge v a r i e d from l / l 6 t o l / 2 i n c h wide W h i l e Mr C a r o t h e r s 

s a i d he d i d not n o t i c e any p a r t i c u l a r c o n d i t i o n i n c o n n e c ­

t i o n wi th t n e t r a c k which inight h a v e had a n y t h i n g t o do . a t h 

t h e c ause o f t h e a c c i d e n t , ne a f t e r . - a r d s s a i d t h a t he thougnt 

t n e e x i s t i n g track: c o n d i t i o n s , c o u p l e d m t h h ign speed , were 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e a c c i d e n t , a d d i n g t h a t he thought t h e 

t r a c k .lias s a f e f o r an e n g i n e b a c k i n g up a t a speed o f 20 

ru i l e s an hour . 

The d i s t a n c e frou* T r a c y A v e . t o t h e p o i n t o f 

a c c i d e n t i s 2 .53 i ^ i l e s , and t h e Dest e s t i m a t e i s t h a t t h e 

t o t a l t i m e consumed by e x t r a 3931 m juaking t h i s movement 

was about 7 m i n u t e s , or a t an a v e r a g e speed o f 31 .6 m i l e s 

an hour . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t i s o e l i e v j d t o nave oeen caused 

b y uneven and i n s e c u r e tro ,ck, c o u p l e d wi th t h e r a t e o f speed 

a t which tne t r a m A S moving wi tn t h e e n g i n e b a c k i n g up l 

T h e r e some unevennes s o f t h e t r a c k , and i t 

i s b e l i e v e d tha t t h e w&smng o^t o f t h e b a l l a s t a t j o i n t s 

so t h a t i t was p o s s i o l e t o uiove t h e t i e s up. m i down p e r ­

m i t t e d t h e t ende r t o r o c k t o such an e x t e n t a s t o cause 

one o f t h e t r u c k w h e e l s t o mount t n e r a i l a r J r e s u l t m 

t n e d e r a i l m e n t o f t h e t r a m . Tne c o n d i t i o n o f t h e wreck­

a g e , c o u p l e d wi th t n e f a c t t n a t t n e t r a m no-i m a i n t a i n e d 
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an a v e r a g e s p e e i o f 3 1 . b m i l e s ari nour and nad p r o c e e d e d 

f o r some d i s t a n c e on a s l i g h t l y d e s c e n d i n g g r a d e witn t n e 

e n g i n e work ing s team, i n d i c a t e d tha t t h e speed a t t h e t i m e 

o f t h e derai i i r .ant p r o o a o l y 7Jas m e x c e s s o f t h a t e s t i m a t e d 

oy t h e memoers o f t n e c r e w . T h e r e i s , h o w e v e r , no r u l e 

r e s t r i c t i n g t n e speed o f t r a i n s hau led by e n g i n e s b a c k i n g 

u p , and t h e o n l y r e s t r i c t i o n o f any Kind a p p l i c a o l e t o t h e 

t e r r i t o r y w i t h i n h i c n t h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d i s one r e q u i r ­

i n g t r a i n s t o iiiove under f u l l c o n t r o l p r e p a r e d t o s top w i t h i n 

r a n g e o f v i s i o n oetvireen 119tn S t r e e t and B l u e I s l a n d S t a t i o n . 

The c o n d u c t o r and e n g i n e ^ a n i n c h a r g e o f t h i s 

t r a i n ve re e x p e r i e n c e d i .en, A t t h e t i r e o f t h e a c c i d e n t 

a l l o f t h e memoers o f t n e c r e w nad been on duty about 5 h o u r s , 

a f t e r 11 hours o r more o f f du ty . 


