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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N HE INVES­
TIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE BALTIMORE 
& OHIO RAILROAD NEAR FREEPCRT , OHIO, ON FEBRUARY 19, 
1923. 

March 8, 1933. 

To t h e Commission: 

On F e b r u a r y 19, 1923, t h e r e was a r e a r - e n d c o l l i s i o n 
b e t w e e n two f r e i g h t t r a i n s on t h e B a l t i m o r e & Ohio R a i l r o a d 
near F r e e p o r t , O h i o , r e s u l t i n g i n t h e death o f t w o emp loyees . 
T h i s a c c i d e n t was i n v e s t i g a t e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e o f t h e P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s Commission o f Ohio -

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h e C. L. &. W. S u b - D i v i s i o n 
o f t h e Akron D i v i s i o n , e x t e n d i n g be tween H o l l o w a y and 
L o r a i n , O h i o , a d i s t a n c e o f 135.6 m i l e s ; m t h e v i c i n i t y 
o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r 
w h i c h t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s , 
w i t h a manual b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem p r o v i d i n g f o r an a b s o l u t e 
b l o c k b e h i n d p a s s e n g e r t r a m s . Under t h e r u l e s , t r a i n s a r e 
r e q u i r e d t o keep at l e a s t f i v e minu tes a p a r t , e x c e p t i n 
c l o s i n g up a t s t a t i o n s . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d about 15 f e e t 
w e s t o f t h e e a s t e r n end o f b r i d g e N o . 9 , l o c a t e d a p p r o x i m a t e ­
l y 2f mile3 wes t o f t h e s t a t i o n at F r e e p o r t ; app roach ing 
t h i s p o i n t f rom t h e eaa t t h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r about 2 
m i l e s , f o l l o w e d by a 6 - d e g r e e c u r v e t o t h e r i g h t about 1,600 
f e e t m l e n g t h , t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g on t h i s c u r v e a t a 
p o i n t about 642 f e e t from i t s e a s t e r n end. The g r a d e i s 
l e v e l f o r more than 1,200 f e e t e a s t o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 
Owing t o a r o c k cut j u s t e a s t o f t h e b r i d g e t h e v i e w from 
t h e eng ineman ' s s i d e of a v .estbound t r a i n l a l i m i t e d t o about 
12 ca r l e n g t h s . The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t the t i m e o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t , wh ich o c c u r r e d a t about 9 . 1 8 a. m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Westbound f r e i g h t t r a i n f i r s t No. 83 c o n s i s t e d o f 41 
c a r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 4344 , and was i n c h a r g e 
o f Conductor W h i t e h i l l and Engineman Stephan. T h i s t r a i n 
p a s s e d P i e d m o n t , t h e la*3t open o f f i c e , 3 . 8 m i l e s f rom F r e e -
p o r t , a t 8.33 a. m. , 2 hours and 8 m i n u t e s l a t e , p a s s e d 
t r a m No. 73 a t F r e e p o r t , made a s t o p about 1 m i l e w e s t o f 
t h i s p o i n t on account of a b r a k e beam b e i n g down, and a f t e r 
p r o c e e d i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1% m i l e s f a r t h e r came t o a s t o p 
w i t h t h e r e a r end o f the c a b o o s e about 15 f e e t wes t o f t h e 
e a s t e r n end o f b r i d g e Wo. 9 , t h i s s t o p b e i n g on account o f 
b r a k e - p i p e l e a k a g e c a u s i n g t h e b r a k e s t o c r e e p o n . S h o r t l y 
a f t e r coming t o a s t o p a t t h i s p o i n t t h e r e a r o f t h e t r a i n 
was s t r u c k by t r a m No. 73 . 
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WestboTind f r e i g h t t r a i n No . 73 c o n s i s t e d o f 12 c a r s and 
a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d b y e n g i n e 2800, and was i n c h a r g e o f Con­
d u c t o r "DeChant and Engioflutsm Duckworth. T h i s t r a i n l a f t 
F r e e p o r t s h o r t l y a f t e r t r a i n f i r s t No . 33 p a s s e d , and C o l ­
l i d e d w i t h t h e r e a r end o f t h a t t r a i n w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a 
s p e e d e s t i m a t e d t o have been be tween 15 and 18 m i l e s an hour . 

Engine 3300, t o g e t h e r w i t h i t s t e n d e r , was d e r a i l e d t o 
t h e r i g h t and came t o r e s t on i t s r i g h t s i d e , i t s h e a d end 
b e i n g m t h e c r e e k and t h e r e a r end near t h e t o p o f t h e bank. 
The caboose o f t r a m f i r s t No- 83 was knocked i n t o t h e c r e e k , 
w h i l e t h e r e a r t r u c k of t h e ad j acen t ca r was d e r a i l e d . The 
employees k i l l e d tfere t h e engineman and head brakeman o f 
t r a i n No . 73. 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

At F r e e p o r t , t r a i n f i r s t Wo. 83 p a s s e d t r a i n No. 73 i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s . On r e a c h i n g a p o i n t j u s t w e s t 
o f t h e c r o s s o v e r which c o n n e c t s w i t h a l o n g s i d i n g p a r a l l e l ­
i n g t h e n a m t r a c k on t h e n o r t h , t h i s c r o s s o v e r b e i n g about 
2 , 6 0 0 f e e t w e s t o f t h e house t r a c k s w i t c h at F r e e p o r t , t r a i n 
f i r s t No- 83 v^as b rough t t o a s t op on account o f a hang ing 
b r a k e beam. Flagman M c B n d e i m m e d i a t e l y went back t o f l a g , 
and s a i d t h a t on b e i n g r e c a l l e d he p l a c e d two t o r p e d o e s on 
t h e r a i l about 7 or 8 car l e n g t h s w e s t o f t h e c r o s s o v e r 
s w i t c h . On h i s way back t o the caboose he n o t i c e d t r a m No-
73 p u l l i n g out A f t e r g e t t i n g s t a r t e d he s t o o d on t h e r e a r 
p l a t f o r m o f t h e c a b o o s e , and n o t i c e d t r a m No. 73 g a i n i n g on 
them, t h e r e f o r e on r e a c h i n g a p o i n t about f i v e ca r l e n g t h s 
e a s t of t he c u r v e on which t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d he th rew o f f 
a f i v e - m m u t e f u s e e , at w h i c h t i m e h i s t r a m was t r a v e l i n g 
at a speed o f about 8 or 10 m i l e s an hou r , and t r a i n No. 73 
was about 80 or 90 car l e n g t h s b e h i n d The f u s e e d i d not 
s t i c k up , but s t o p p e d on t h e b a l l a s t on t h e eng ineman ' s s i d e 
o f t h e t r a c k w i t h t h e f l ame nex t t o t h e r a i l . As t r a i n f i r s t 
N o . 83 was t r a v e l i n g at a low r a t e o f s p e e d , t h e engineman 
sounded a w h i s t l e s i g n a l i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e b r a k e s w e r e 
s t i c k i n g , and as t r a i n No, 73 was f o l l o w i n g c l o s e l y , Flagman 
M c B n d e g o t o f f Avhen h i s t r a m was about ^ car l e n g t h e a s t 
o f b r i d g e N o , 9 , and ran back t o f l a g , and he s a i d t h a t on 
r e a c h i n g a p o i n t about one car l e n g t h f rom t h e s t r a i g h t t r a c k 
t h e e n g i n e o f t r a i n No. 73 p a s s e d h im, t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g 
i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d s . Flagman M c B n d e s t a t e d t h a t when 
t r a m No. 73 came t o a s t o p he was o p p o s i t e the c a r ahead of 
t h e c a b o o s e , and t h e b u r n i n g f u s e e was 7 o r 6 car l e n g t h s t o 
t h e r e a r of t h e c a b o o s e , Flagman Bryant o f t h a t t r a i n l a t e r 
p i c k i n g i t up and e x t i n g u i s h i n g i t . Flagman McBr ide s t a t e d 
t h a t t h e s p e e d o f h i s t r a i n e n t e r i n g t h e cut was such t h a t he 
c o u l d e a s i l y have g o t t e n o f f w i t h o u t p e r s o n a l i n j u r y , t h a t he 
was r i d i n g on t h e r e a r o f t h e c a b o o s e w a t c h i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g 
t r a i n s and t h a t had he g o t t e n back t o t h e s t r a i g h t t r a c k t h e 
a c c i d i f c t wou ld u n d o u b t e d l y h a v e b e e n a v e r t e d , p r o v i d e d En-
g m e m ^ B D u c k w o r t h was k e e p i n g a p r o p e r l o o k o u t ahead . Con­
duc t ^ ^ h i t e h i 11 knew t h a t t r a i n No . 73 was f o l l o w i n g c l o s e l y 
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and g a i n i n g on them, t h a t h i s t r a i n was no t m a i n t a i n i n g 
p r o p e r s p e e d , and t h a t t h i s cut j a s t eas t o f "br idge No . 9 
was one o f t h e most dangerous p l a c e s on t h i s d i v i s i o n f o r 
t h e engineman o f a f o l l o w i n g t r a i n t o s e e a c a b o o s e , and 
s a i d t h e p r e c a u t i o n s he t o o k w e r e t o i n s t r u c t Flagman 
MoBr ide t o put down t o r p e d o e s wes t o f t h e c r o s s o v e r a t F r e e -
p o r t , and t o t h r o w o f f a l i g h t e d f u s e e j u s t b e f o r e e n t e r i n g 
t h e c u t , a t wh ich t i m e t h e s p e e d was about 7 m i l e g an hour-
Engineman Stephan s t a t e d aa t h e e n g i n e o f t r a m f i r s t N o . 
85 s t a r t e d around t h e c u r v e he l o o k e d back and saw t r a m 
No- 73 about 40 or 50 c a r l e n g t h s from h i s c a b o o s e . H i s 
e n g i n e was about 10 c a r l e n g t h s w e s t o f t h e b r i d g e , moving 
at a speed of 15 or 18 m i l e s an h o u r , when he n o t i c e d t h e 
b r a k e - p i p e p r e s s u r e b e i n g r e d u c e d , t h e t r a m s t a l l i n g when 
t h e e n g i n e was about 3 5 ca r l e n g t h s wes t o f t h e b r i d g e . 

As t r a i n f i r s t N o . 83 came t o a s t o p on t h e mam t r a c k 
j u s t wes t o f t h e c r o s s o v e r a t F r e e p o r t , Conductor DeChant 
and Engineman Duckworth, o f t r a i n No. 7 3 , d e c i d e d t o p u l l 
o u t o f t h e house t r a c k , head i n a t t h e c r o s s o v e r , and p u l l 
a round t r a i n f i r s t No . 83, h o w e v e r , on s t a r t i n g t o make t h i s 
m o v e , t he f l agman o f t r a m f i r s t No. 83 was c a l l e d i n , and 
i t was t h e r e f o r e d e c i d e d t o f o l l o w t h a t t r a m . Fireman 
Moore was on t h e deck o f t h e e n g i n e from t h e t i m e t h e t o r ­
p e d o e s w e r e e x p l o d e d and t h e w h i s t l e s i g n a l sounded i n ack­
n o w l e d g m e n t , u n t i l j u s t b e f o r e t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d ; he no­
t i c e d Engineman Duckworth c o n s u l t i n g h i s t i m e - t a b l e j u s t 
b e f o r e round ing t h e c u r v e , a t which t i m e Bead Brakeman Hart 
was on t h e l e f t s i d e o f t h e cab . The f i r s t i n t i m a t i o n F i r e ­
man Moore had o f a n y t h i n g wrong was when t h e a i r b r akes w e r e 
a p p l i e d i n emergency , and on l o o k i n g out he saw t h e c a b o o s e 
o f t r a m f i r s t No . 83 about t h r e e c a r l e n g t h s d i s t a n t . F i r e ­
man Moore s t a t e d he had h a n d l e d e n g i n e 3800 a t Piedmont on 
t h i s t r i p , and t h e r e w e r e no steam l e a k s on t h e eng ineman ' s 
s i d e t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h v i s i o n , a l s o t h a t he was o f t h e im­
p r e s s i o n t h e s p e e d o f h i s t r a i n was e x c e s s i v e i n v i e w o f t h e 
c l o s e p r o x i m i t y o f t r a i n f i r s t No. 83 Conductor DeChant 
s t a t e d tha t a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t he went t o t h e h e a d end o f 
h i s t r a i n , m e e t i n g Flagman McBr ide about f i v e ca r l e n g t h s 
f rom t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t ; w h i l e l o o k i n g around Conductor 
V J h i t e h i l l i n f o r m e d him a l i g h t e d f u s e e had been d ropped - He 
i m m e d i a t e l y ran back t o t h e r e a r o f t r a i n No. 7 3 , and on 
r e a c h i n g t h e c a b o o s e saw Flagman B r y a n t , o f h i s own c r ew , 
h o l d i n g t h e burn ing f u s e e . Flagman Bryan t s t a t e d t h e f u s e e 
was about t h r e e ca r l e n g t h s eas t o f t h e c a b o o s e , and had been 
b u r n i n g about two and o n e - h a l f minu tes when he p i c k e d i t up; 
t h e conduc to r s a i d he though t t h e f u s e e had been bu rn ing 
about four m i n u t e s , and t h a t about two minu te s e l a p s e d b e ­
t w e e n t h e t i m e t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d and t h e t i m e he saw the 
f u s e e . The f l agman a l s o s a i d t h e f u s e e was i n p l a i n v i e w o f 
a t r a m a p p r o a c h i n g from the e a s t . 



A s s i s t a n t Road Foreman o f Eng ine C a n f i e l d made an e x ­
a m i n a t i o n o f e n g i n e 1300 i m n e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t and 
found s l i d f l a t s p o t s on t h e d r i v i n g w h e e l s , about 6 i n c h e s 
i n l e n g t h , v . h i l e t h e r a i l s sho-ved t h a t t h e s e w h e e l s s t a r t e d 
s l i d i n g at a p o i n t 125 f e e t eas t o f ^ h e r e t h e a c c i d e n t o c ­
c u r r e d -

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t ivas caused by t n e f a i l u r e of Engineman 
Duckworth , o f t r a m Ho. 73 , p r o p e r l y t c o b s e r v e and obey t h e 
f l a g g i n g s i g n a l s o f Flagman M c B n d e , o f t r a m f i r s t Wo. 83. 

To rpedoes had been l e f t on t h e mam t r a c k j u s t w e s t o f 
F r e e p o r t , w h i l e a l i g h t e d f u s e e had been d ropped o f f nea r 
t h e p o i n t o f t h e c u r v e . A p p a r e n t l y no a t t e n t i o n vtas p a i d t o 
t h e s e s i g n a l s i n t h e way o f r e d u c i n g s p e e d , and i t was no t 
u n t i l h i s e n g i n e was v e r y c l o s e t o t h e caboose o f t r a i n f i r s t 
Ho. 73 t ha t Engineman Duckworth a p p l i e d t h e a i r b r a k e s . That 
t h e b r a k e s t o o k h o l d v e i l i s f u l l y e v i d e n c e d by t h e f l a t s p o t s 
on t h e d r i v i n g wheels and marks on t h e r a i l s , w h i l e t h e con­
d u c t o r s a i d he b r a c e d h i m s e l f , t h i n k i n g t h e t r a m had broken 
i n t w o - The f u s e e winch vas f o u n d b u r n i n g a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t 
a p p a r e n t l y had been b u r n i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y two minu tes a t t h e 
t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , and i f t r a m f i r s t Wo. 83 had t r a v e l e d 
a t a speed o f 6 or 8 m i l e s an hour from tha t p o i n t t o t h e 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i t ^ o u l d h a v e consumed about one m i n u t e , 
wh icn w o u l d h a v e g i v e n t h e f l a g o n about a m m u t e i n w h i c h 
t o p r o v i d e f u r t h e r p r o t e c t i o n . The d i s t a n c e s and t i m e i n t e r ­
v a l s a r e so s h o r t , h o w e v e r , t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o say 
d e f i n i t e l y e x a c t l y ho^ much t i m e Flagman McBr ide had a t h i s 
d i s p o s a l , o r t h a t he c o u l d h a v e p r o v i d e d m a t e r i a l l y b e t t e r 
p r o t e c t i o n than aaa p r o v i d e d under t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

The manual b l o c k sys tem i n use on t h i s l i n e p r o v i d e d 
o n l y f o r t h e b l o c k i n g o f t r a m s beh ind pa s senge r t r a i n s , and 
p r o v i d e d no p r o t e c t i o n i n t h e c a s e o f a t r a m f o l l o w i n g a 
f r e i g h t t r a m . Had an adequa te b l o c k sys tem a p p l y i n g t o a l l 
t r a i n s been i n use on t h i s l i n e , t h i s a c c i d e n t tfould p r o b a b l y 
h a v e been p r e v e n t e d . 

W h i l e s e v e r a l members o f b o t h c r ews had been i n t h e s e r ­
v i c e bu t a s h o r t t i m e , t h o s e i n d i r e c t cha rge o f t h e t r a m s 
i n v o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d men. At t h e t i m e of t h e a c c i d e n t 
none o f t h e employees had been on duty m v i o l a t i o n of any 
o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e hours of s e r v i c e law. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r . 


