
INTJUiSIAJE COMMKIU'i: COMMISSION 

IN RE INVESTIGATION OE AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON 
THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD, NEAR IRVING W VA , 
MAY 22 1917 

JriT O 1917 
7<> tlt-c ( Diniiu^^Dn 

ON MAY 11 1917 AL ABOUT 12 03 P M THEN1 W IS A HEAD-END 
COLLISION BETWETN .I LIEIGHT LUIN AND A FLECKING TIAM NEAI JIUNG 
BETWEEN W ABATE AND DOLA TV Yd ON THE WEST VNGNIIA SHOIT LINE 
SUBDIVISION, MONONGAB DN ISIUN OL THE 1J ILUINO] E IT OHIO LLULIOUL 
J EXULTING IN THE DEATH OF ONE EMPLOV EC MD THE MPU\ OT TOUR 
EMPLOY EES 

AS A IESUH OL THE INVESTIGATION AS TO THE CAIÎ E AND NATUIE OF THI-. 
ACCIDENT T BEG TO SUBMIT THE LOLLOWMG LEPORT 

THAT PAIT OL THE WEST YNTNMA SHOIT LINE SUBDIVISION EXTENDING 
FIUM LUMBEIPOIT TO ILART/OL A\ VA IS A SINGLE-TIACK LINE IIUIMNG 
APPI OXIMATELY EAST AND WEST, ON ACCOUNT (IT CEITAM OPV'I ATMG CONDI­
TIONS THE DNECTION OF TIAM OPERATION AS SHOWN BV THE TIME-TABLE IS 
JUST THE IE\EISE OT GEOGIAPHUAL DIIECTIONS, TIAM-- OPEI ATED FROM 
HARTZEL TOVVAID LUMBEIPOIT BEMG CON-ADEIED WESTWARD TIAMS AND 
TIAMS OPEIATED IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION BEING CONSIDEIECL EASTWARD 
TRAINS IN THIS LEPOIT ALL LEFEIENCE TO DIIECTIONS IS MADE IN ACCOID-
ANCE WITH THE DIRECTIONS USED B\ THE RAILIOAD COMPANY FOI THE OPEIA-
TION OT ITS TIAMS OVEI THIS LINE TIAMS ARE OPEIATED B\ THE TELEPHONE 
DISPATCHING SYSTEM AND M ADDITION AN ABSOLUTE BLOCK AT OPEN TELE­
PHONE STATIONS IS MAINTAINED BEHIND PASSENGER LIAMS 

THERE AIE TWO DAILY SCHEDULED PASSENGER TRAMS M EACH DIRECTION 
OI ER THIS LINE AND SI\ SCHEDULED II EIGHT TIAMS IN EACH DNECTION, THE 
A\EIAFFE TRAM MOVEMENT O\ER THE LINE BEMG 10 OR 12 TIAMS IN EACH 
DNECTION EACH DAY ILAITZEL AND LUMBEIPOIT 14: MILES APAIT, AIE 
TELEPHONE OFFICES, OPEN DAY AND MPHT THE DISPATCHCI BEMG LOCATED 
,IT LUMBEIPOIT THEIE AIE TWO MTEIMEDIATE DAY OFIICCS, RMCBART, 1 5 
MILES TIOM HARTZEL AND DOLA 8 2 MILES FROM HAITZEL TELEPHONE 
BOOTHS ARE PROVIDED AT OTHER PASSING SIDINGS, AT WHICH TRAM CIEWS 
MAV CENMMMCATE WITH THE DISPATCHER FOR THE PURPOSE OT SEEMING 
OI I [EI - II V INS" IS LOCATED 3 3 MILES FROM RMEHART AND 3 -4 MILES FROM 
DOLA AT II\MIR THERE 1- A WATER TANK A PASSING SIDING AND A TELE­
PHONE BOOTH 

IN TIN- V II MIT\ THE GIACLE IS SLIGHTLY ASCENDING FOR EA--TW AID TI AMS 
BEIM; 0 1Q4 PER CENT FROM A POINT WEST OF THE SCENE OF THE ACCIDENT TO 
A [>< INT EÂT OF THE VV ATEI 1 ANK AT TI \ MG J HE TRACK IN THIS V LCI.NTY IS 
\EN CIOOKED APPIOACHMG LIVING FROM BIOWN A STATION A MILE TO 
THE W ECT THEIE IS A CUI\E <T S DECREES J0 MINUTES TOWARD THE RIGHT 
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lolloped b\ a tangent 7/' 1<i u length, ihtij tlitu is a 7 uu'm 
< iu\e to the left 579 feet lunii ilie point of collision being at apui >\ -
mateh the middle of [hi- 7 degiee cun e Pioceedmg faithei c.i-l-
waid the track cun e- tuw ai '5 the left nearly as fai astheT\atei t ink 
it living, theie bemg i minute cin\e 735 leet in length m i , 
2 degi ee SO-minure tmu v M > h 11 n length The ( ollision ou i led i" 
a side-hill cut th< bill Vii'i! "ii the insult ot the cunc Ft on1 rlu 
appi oachmg tianis thi \iew "1 the tiack at the -cene ot the acndeiit 
\\di tesLiicted to a di-tinu i 1 ippio\miatel\ -±00 iect At the point 
<it accident the ti ick w i- Jul with 100-pound lails, 3] leet long 
with about 18 oak oi ti' Ucd tie- pei lail, tie-plated and -mule 
spiked v̂ ith .lbont lJ imln- oi giamilated slag and cmdei lnlh-t 
below the bottom oi llie lie- At the time of the collision the \u uhei 
t\ a1- (lear 

The ti ams inuihul i i ^ 11- • <>11 sm n w lic i w lerkmg !t su i a> i 
j0 10 with Conduitoi 1. 11 — i niiiiK man Kmkaid and Ihlot Iliiid-
lon in ( bulge and w < -11 111 -i i ond-i 1 iss f i eight n am Xn '"' \ n\i 
( ondiutoi GieathoiiM nnl I nginennn Uolt m ifnirge 

Dining the night ol M • the ricnwood wieck tiam ^̂  i- ile d 
to deai ii[) a del ulineni d'u to ,i pulled-out cliawbai about liill-
w n between living urn l)oli neai budge 4-1 h As the in 1 u 
t haige of tins tiam w i- i A\ Veling di\ lsion < i ew and not 1 unih u 
with the t a k wc 1 if "T no Monongah division iiew being 
available it liait/ci i iguana) Hamilton a Wheeling li\i-ioi 
man who i\a- tamili u \ ith tin i oad n this \ k inil\, was a-siim l̂ t > 
pilot the tiam it left Ilul/il il ~> )i) a m and it li \ mg Fl 'gui u 
Ilaibison v as left with v I'Uiii iiisti tit turns ti om Condiutni lA\lk 
to ' bold .ill tiams until i \ ti i Jf i 10 antes' 

Fjxti.i 2010 nioeeeded to the -rene of derailment undei miming 
ordeis to that poTiii ileucd the vvieikage from the track reponed 
the tiack eleu shoith iltei {> o i lock and pioceeded to Dola v ub-
out rurjnmff oi ders protected onh h\ an oidci reiei\ed tioin the 
dispatchei b\ telephone Jneitmg all jastbound tianî  to v, ut at 
Dola until 10 oilotk the «iuk tnm took siding at that po nt to 
alloM westbound pissengei ti mi \ o J7 to pa^ 

Altei getting into tleu it Do'a (ondiutoi Wells of L\tia JO ,o 
sent a mecsage to flagman ITaibison at Imna m iaic oi the enTme-
nidii of tiam \ o 7̂ dneitm<: him to lomt to Dola on tiam No 17 
In the meantime, al~o Flaanian FIaibi«on listening on the pboi e at 
Ti\mg bad learned that the nun1 u irk wa, lepoited < leai ai d th it 
Ins conductor wanted him to go to Dola on Xo 17 lie Ma2u ' 
tiam \ o 37 mlouued the enjiiiiemari what his flaejiina iiisliiiit on-
weie and ^as then adAT-ed b\ the engmcman that he held i me— 
âec dnectmg him to ao to Dola "ii tiam No 7̂ f launi in Hub'-o < 

pioceeded to Dola as mstiucted b\ In- i onduetoi ttam Xo 17 inn­
ing at that point at 11 3G a m 
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I p m this piint the -t itements oi Ui employees involved agiee in 
ill (---eiiU.il pai Uculais but tioin this point on the account ol what 
uuialh (Hdiiied leading up to the collwon 'oetuten extia 2030 and 
u.i.n Vo Oi is clouded and obsimed b\ conlluting statements md 
twidente 

1 he clispatchei s tiam sheet indicate s that ti am No 17 left Dol.i 
at 11 \~ while the opei Uoi s block moid indicates ihat it did not 
leave until 11 40 

Conductor Wells states that bet oi e the ainval ot tiam Xo 37 at 
Dola he had decided to send his flagman back to Jiving on a light 
engine No 1S14 which was (hen ni ihe -lding at Dola waiting fen 
Xo 7̂ and he had wutten ort a second set of instructions foi Flag­
man Haibî on diiectuig him to flag all tiams and notrF them t i 
look out foi "limine 2030 handling wieck tiain a shoit distance e ist 
of bnd«e 41s. V\ lien No 37 aimed lie assisted the opeiatoi m load 
mg -ome hea\ \ evpiess and then aitei 37 bad clepailed he went o\ci 
to the wieck tiain standing on the siding found the fl igman m the 
bunk cat prepaung to wash toi clnmei told lnm he would not have 
rime to eat then directed hnn to ride engine 1514 back to li \ ins and 
pave hmi the second set ot wiitten mstiuctions He stated that he 
then weni back to the ofhee and icceived instiuctionc fiom the (lis-
|)atchei through the opeiatoi to flair to Ii ung allow trim No 0l) 
and the tram involved m the deiailiuent of which engine 4 811 was a 
pait Lo pioceed and then lettuii to the scene of the deiailment Joi 
Lbe puipo-c of completing the woik ot picking up the dei ailed cais 
He stated be then wiote a thud oidei to the flagman diiectmg him 
In go to living and hold all tiams until extia 2030 imved theie 
He w i ote these mstiuctions at the telephone booth pist outside the 
oih.ee w ent auoss the tiack and met Flagman Haibî on on the ground 
inst as he cot oft ti oni the l ear end of the w iec k tiam ga\ e him these 
injunctions ind told him what the\ weie although neithei one ot 
them load these thncl instructions aloud Couduc tin "Wells stated tlie 
flagman took tin thud mstiuctions cbiubed on engine 1814 and that 
engine then departed 

Flagman Harbison stated that upon his ainval at Dola he got off 
the nam on the side toward the wieck tiam and opposite from the 
-tation, went mto one of the wreck-tiam cais and then went clown to 
engme 2030 to call the engine crew to dinner This w â  just as ti am 
]~ was pulling out and lie lode down on the steps of one of the cars 
He it mined to the bunk ear and had juct washed or w as preparing 
t. wa-h when the conductoi came m and told him that he would 
not haw tune Lo eat then but would ha\e to go back to Irving to 
flag notiiwng all tiams to look out for extra 2030 just east of budge 
41^ ( ordvctoi Wells also handed him the second written instruc­
tions which weic to that effect Flagman Haibrson stated he then 
}ii'Ued up his (o.ii and fla<: went llnmigh the dining car and got \ 
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sandwich o-ot off at the ieu end of the wieck tiarn climbed an 
engine 1H1 and dep.uted w ulm it -eemg Conductor Wells again or 
rccer\mg rim tm the i m-ti i < t'oii- liom bun He po-uneh denied 
leceumg tne thud wiittui li-unuuns w lire li Conductor ell-
c hums w etc gn en linn 

No out el c ^ i- m i 1 lii bunk i u w hen the -̂h uiid w i lttcn 
instructions weie »iun to 1 1 igm in Hubison In ( onductoi Wells 
and no one o\eiheaid 111̂  I iti i u n\eisation between then' oi s,iv\ 
the in t ilkmg logethei attei I 1 igni m Ilaibison left the vieik tram 
to get onto the light mgim ( on dm tor M ill is ol the light engine 
w is it that time facing tin -liiion dieting on the tendei oi engine 
1M4 headed west in I hi. -iiiui be saw Flagman Haibi-on or tiie 
giourul oppe-ite the 11 u nl the wiuk tiam coming towaid tbe light 
engine but Coiuhn toi \\ ell- w i- nol with bun oi am where in -ight 
at that time 

h oi the greitei p.'U < 1 tin unii while the wiecking tiam wa- ii 
Dola Fngmeinan Kmkaul and Pilot Hamilton weie sitting or - me 
lolls ot wne on the -tition plattoim neai the telephone booth md 
the \ cneihearel put ol the i • mi w i - ition between ('emelue toi YWIK 
Opeiatoi Mom- and ila di-pitchei Pilot Hamilton stated ilnt 
w hen the -e< ond m t̂i m timi- to the 11 ignian w cic being w l itu i out 
(ondiutoi Wells a-ki d nun the number ot the birdge neai whuh 
the dei ailment on iniol uni boih the ]uIot and eiigineman -tiled 
that although the\ did nm icid the-e -ee unci mstr iu tions the \ kn w 
whatthc\ weie 1 hi -o i n-t i in turn- w ei e piepaieel bcloi e the <ui \al 
ol tiam No 17 Lam ilm tuithei conversation with eitliei the 
opeiatoi oi the elispatc hei the < onductoi --aid th.it the wieck tiam 
\ mild follow the light engini to Irwng release the freight tiain^ 
theie and then letinn to tin point of derailment md the (hull -et 
ot instructions foi the (! ignnin wciepiepaied Xeithei the engine-
iinn noi the pilot n id tin -i thud mstiuctions but both stated thev 
saw Conductor Well- w ilk mo* the track enlei one ot the wieck-
tiam cars and a monn nt l.itei the flagman ( anie out Pilot Ham­
ilton said that twice itte_i w ,u d- he .u-ked Conductor Wells what 
m-tructions Fhigman Haibi-on held and both tunes, he was told that 
flagman Haibison had been instructed to hold even thing until 
e\tr a 20 10 ai nv ed at Ii \ mg Lugmeman Kmkaid e oi i oboi a ted this 

One of the member1- of (he wieckmg ci ew stated that Flagman 
Harbison came into the dinmg car and got a suulwich—se^eial ot 
them saw him get the sandw ich--and he then parsed thtough the c u 
followed b\ the condnctoi who made some lemaik about going to 
living to flag the1 fl agin in p iŝ ed out the ie,n end of the c ,u and 
that wâ  the last he -aw ot him lie did not n liiembei pist what 
wa-: -aid about fl iggmg hut wa- sme the c ondiutoi followed the 
flagman through the car 
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Opeiatoi -Moms who 11 i- on dun at Dob stated that he was 
in muted b\ the dispatcher to duett Conductor "Wells to plate a 
flagman on engine 1 &14 go to living and lelea-e tiam 9() then cone 
back to the '-cene of the deiailment and complete hi- w oi k Dis­
patcher Kelle\ denied that he gne an\ such institutions but stated 
that the opeiatoi mfoimed him Coiubutoi WelK 11 as going to send 
a flignian to Ining on engine 1814 be said, LAll light but tell linn 
nor to delay Xo 90 01 w oids to thar efte* t When questioned dining 
(he investigation Dispatchei Kellev fclated he ton Id haie held rhe 
wieek tiam at Dola foi linn Xo U'l if he had consideied ir neces-
sâ \ < i h i aide to do so But engine IS14 had a meet oiclei with 
Xo 99 at living and he thought that b\ following that engine undei 
the |>i i a t Lion ol i ti ig the w 1 et k tiam might sa\ e some time m get-
Img back to wo'k it th 1 scene of the deiailment 

I be light engine depaited iioni DoJa at 11 42 a in and upon ai 
i iwil tit living I la am an Hai bison tlnubc d on engine 2 5 >'i ot ti a in \ u 
9'i at the w atei tank lit told Fngmeman Holt that his injunction-
were to flag all tiain1- and te1! them to look out tea engine 20 50 
handling wieck tiam a --hoi t distance east ol biulge 1 IS f'tain 
Xo 0 ( ) < oii-istmg of lot omotiv e 27 cais and caboose then pioceeded 
appi oMinatoK half a mile to the point where the collision ouuiied 
Fngmeimin Holt -tatcd that hi- tiam ii us limning appi o\miateb 
15 miles pei houi when he hist saw the wreck tiam he mimediateh 
applied the hi akes m emeigenev and his tiain had neailv t̂opped 
when the collision oetiuied The point wheie the meek tiain was 
supposed to be woikmg was approxnnateli a mile and i ball tai tbei 
w e-t 

Vltei the light engine left Dola the wreck tiam set out a tai 
and then followed the light engine tow aid living holding neithei 
limning hot woik oideis f he tiam consisted of a (lining cai bunk 
eai tool c ai flat tai locomotive 20"SO headed west two flat cais 
and a c lane i ai, m the ordei named ( onductoi Wells w a- ndmg on 
the fiout platfonn ot the dmmg cai in the dnectum m winch the1 

tiam was moving He heard tiam Xo 99 whistle and almost at the 
Mine tune >-u\v the fiont end oi the engine He -tated that be 
reached clown mil opened the angle cock on the head end, and then 
pimped olF ]ii-t before the collision occuired Engmenirn Kmkaid 
stated tint he saw tiam No (»0 jiiht beloie the collision occuncd and 
ap])lied the brakes rrr emeigencj The speed ot the meek train 

is vai iousH climated at from 8 to 15 miles pei houi 
Tn the collision the cook ot the wrecking outfit nas killed, two 

employees weie serrousli mimed and bio slightly mjuied The 
dining and bunk cais neie telescoped for almost their entire length 
and weie entuelv dcstioi^d Both cus were of n ooden construction 
and the wieckage caught hre but the hie was soon put out r_l he 
tiuck and fiont dm oj engine Xo 2559 iveie del ailed the pilot 
beam was broken and the fiont end was bent in There was onlv 
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-light damage to the track Ihc ti uk ,it tins point was cleared b\ 
the wieckmg outfit mvol\ u! in me (olli-jon 

J hi-, aecielent was lan-ul In mndiktoi engmeman and pdot ot 
the wreck tiam attempting m mo\c then tiam tiom I)o]a Lo Ii \ mg 
without nidei- and without piopu Hag oi oLhei protection lesuJt-
mg m tiam Xo 0<) kav nig Ii \ nig W toi i. the w 1 eck tiam armed 

The m\estigation drscln-ul ihit th le w a1- no necessity toi the 
.1 rec k tiam to go to 1M ji g to i eh a-e ti am Xo That ti am w as 
iiee to leave lniiip a- boon \~ engine 1 SI 1 leached that point and 
the meet oidei w a- iuliilkd and hid the wieck tiain lemamed on 
the siding at Dola toi tiam \ o '>'> all possibility ot the collr-ron 
would have been aveiled Ynordmg to Di-patcher Kelle\ s state­
ment, the move to living w i- mule b\ Conchictoi Wdls upon his 
own untiatne and the di-pati IK I i-snmed it was bemg done to save 
time howevei Opeiatoi Mmns undei-tood that the dispatchei di­
rected that movement to bi, mull md he so mtouned ( onductoi 
Wells In an\ event it is belie \ c d th it th • dispatc her e\ei < iseel pocu 
judgment accoidmg to his own -i itc merit, rn arqmescmg nr such a 
movement md Conductoi A\ ill- -hould have airangecl with the dis­
patcher to remain on the siding at Dola when accoi cling to his own 
and the opeiatoi s statement- In w i- directed In the clrspatcher to 
go to Irving to release Xo (>[> 

In view of the fact that foi a perrod of more than two horns the 
wieck tram lay on (he srdmg at Dola an open oikce wheie an opeia­
toi was stationed there w is ampli time and opportunity foi the crew 
to airange with the drspat'liu loi the pioper movement ol then 
tram Conductor Wells staled tint rt was his puipo-c upon umal 
at Irving to communicate with the dispatcher bv telephone limit the 
booth located at that point md -euue work orders to peimit him to 
complete the work of picking up derailed cais But it can not be 
considered good railioad practice—m laet rt is an extrcmelv ha/aicl­
ous piactice—tor a tram to leav e m open oihee, w hei e an opeiatoi is 
on duty without OK lei - iindu flag pi otection, w ith the expiess inten­
tion ot going to a siding wlieio no operator rs located and theie ask 
±oi woik orders direct from the dispatcher 'Ihere was no reason in 
this case why orders should not have been asked toi and leceived at 
Dola Had the movement been handled m that manner iL theie was 
not sufficient time to establish a meeting point at Irvmg the wieck 
tram would undoubted^ have been held at Dola for tram Xo u9, 
and the collision would therebv have been averted 

According to the statement of Conductoi Wells he gave Fl igman 
Harbison three dilleient w nttcn fl lggmg orders or mstiuctions duimg 
the couise ot the loienoon none1 ol them were read aloud bv thiamin 
oi conductor and when new msti uc turns vv eie issued the loimei o'je-
weienerthei taken awa\ from the flagman noi dcProved While the 
flagman carried out the lâ t mstiuctions winch he leceived accoid-
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nig t"> In- statement, the nusundeistanding and the collision might 
hai e been averted if the flagging instructions when issued hid been 
lead aloud and the instructions which were superseded taken up 

I he flagman -tated positrv elv that lie iceen ed only tw o sets of w 1 t 
len in-li uttions these he strll had m br« possesion at the tune of the 

e stigati.cn He dispbrvetlthein mdthei v\ ere identilied In Conduc­
tor "Wei1- is (he hist and see one! institutions issued Flagman TXaibi-
son denied ab-olulelv that he reeened lire thud institution- "ind 
elated that he had no knowledge 01 intimation whatevci tint e\ti 1 
20 50 wa- going to follow engine 1814 to living Tf his statement is 
correct T'lagmm Harbison propeih pertoimeel his flaggmg diitie-
midc the insti ue tions held bv bun rnd no errtieism attache- to hue 
On the other hand howeiei if he did 1 ei en e the thud instruction­
's (burned by Comlmtoi Wells Flagmm llaibison failed to eaii\ 
out the se instructions and tailed to protect his ti 1111 as diiected 

( miductoi Wells is equally positn c that the third instructions 
naiu'lv to hold all ti iui1- at Irving were gnen to the flagman 
bowevci if his statement in this lespect n- not conect Conehutoi 
Well- himself faded to provide proper flag piotection for the 111-
te' ded movement ot the wrecking tiam 

Theie is a discrepancy of three minutes in the rccoid of the dfl-
paiiuie of ti 1111 Xo 37 from Dola the dispatcher tiam sheet show­
ing the time ot departure at 1137 and the operators block sheet 
showing 1] 40 neither the dispatcher nor the operator was able to 
explain or m any way reconcile this difference Engine 1814 de 
paitecl at 11 12, theiefoie on ihe ba-is of the dispatcher's record 
there w as an mten al of frv e minutes between the departure of tram 
37 and engine 1814 which probabh would ha\e been siill 1 icul 'o 
en lble Conduc tor "Well- to communicate w ith the dispatchei and ls-uie 
the (h.id set ol flagging instruction- as claimed hv him but the 
operator s lecoids show an interval of only two minutes between the 
departuic ol tiam j7 and engine 1814, which piobablv would not 
Inn e been long enough to permit Conductoi "Wells to do all that he 
-•titecl was done during that time 

Although e\enone concerned, or eierione who might have anv 
km wledge however lemotelv, was interviewed, it was not possible 
to veuiv 01 discredit the statements of erthei flagman 01 conductor 
w lieie they aie at \ ariance rn their essential features Theie appea-.-
to be no leasemable explanation ot Inline of the flagman to obei the 
(bud mstmctrons ii he reeened them or of farlure of the conductoi 
to piovule the instructions winch weie iiece3&aiy to protect the in­
tended movement of his tiam The matter theiefoie ie-olves itself 
into 1 question ol 1 ei aert\ betw een the tw o men concerning w Inch no 
conclusion cm be drawn 

In am event m view ot the fact that the piopo-ed movement was 
to be made w ithout 01 tiers both Engmeman Kmkaid and Pilot Ham-
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i i ton partie ukuh the Ii'tei in it tuilt ioi then tailuie to mntei 
with [he conductoi as well i- t<> -w the am it ten institutions g_v en 
io the llagman and to know po-itneh what instruction- he held 
floth oi Lliciii w eic at th< -[ n ion w hen the flagging- nv-ti i (turns w ei" 
picpaieet, and had either oJ loeui taken anv active mteiest in tie 
matter the nusmideistanding w.adu unduubtedh have been pie ented 
and the wieck averted 

1\ hile it had no dnect be u mg upon tins accident, the mv estjoption 
disclosed veiy lax methods m exuiiimiig and mbtiuctmg men when 
employed on the Wheeling divi-iun ot the Baltrrnme &. Ohio Bail-
loacl Men weie cmpJoud Joi ti im service In a tiaiimiastei <• cleik 
01 tianspoitation tleik who has biiusell nev ei been examined on 
the book oi uiles, the onh c\ nnmation given was veiy peilnnctorv., 
consisting meieB ot tilling m aiiMveis Lo questions contained m i 
punted toim these answcis weie supposed to be checked owi h\ 
thu- cleik and to be supplemented bv muIi explanations oi mstiuc­
tions as he might gne At the time oi the nrvestigation oi tln-
accident theie was no uiles e\aminei continuously employed on that 
diMsion althongli ai i angeme nt- weie at that time bemg m oh Joi 
such a position, on the Monongih division an examine! is contuiu 
ously employed 

All ot the men involved m this accident weie experienced men 
none oi them had been on dutv ioi excessive petiodb, and all ot them 
had had piopet iebt penodb betoie going on dutv 

Conductor Wells had been employed bv the Baltimore Ohio 
Kaihoacl Co ioi about 10 veal- "i veais as a brakeman and o \ears 
as a (onductoi 

Flagman Harbison had had -e \ c i d )ein experience on tins line 
as a fireman he had been out ot railroad seivice since 1010 and had 
been employed as a biakenian onlv hv e oi six weeks pnoi to the 
date ot this accident He had never been ..'xariimed on the book oi 
uiles at present m effect on the Baltimore &, Ohio JRarlioad 

Kngmernan Kmkaul and Pilot Hamilton enteied the service as 
hiemen m llXH> and 1907 le-peetnelv and both weie promoted to 
enginemen in 1910 

In this case the ciew in charge oi the wieck tram composed ot ex-
peirented mou, did not av ail themselv es oi ev en the oiclinary methods 
and safeguards piovrded In the nulioad conipanv ior the 0|)eration 
ot trams Xo gieat emergency existed at this time as the track had 
been cleared ioi the passage of tiams and all that remained to be 
done was to pick up two cars Iv ing besrde the track And when men 
in c bar ge of a ti am lesoi t to such lll-adv ised and hapha/ai d pi actites 
as w le followed m tins instance accidents of this kind mav be cx-
pei te< I to oc t ui 

Pc S]h (ttidh submitted 
H YY Bu is \F 

Chut Division of -Sut^l'i 
n ism M,i v, ton "mil\i pmisriTC office icit 
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