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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COWM'ISSION

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THRE DIRRCTOR OF TUE BURFAU OF
SAFETY IN FE INVESTIGATIOW OF AN ACCIDENT “EICH
OCCURRED ON THeE CHICAGO, MILWAUXFE & S%7. PAUL RAIL-
AY NEAR PORTSMOUTH, IA., ON MARCH 6, 19¢h,

Decenber &, 1924.

To the Commission:

A supplemental investigation has been made of the de-
rallrment of a passenger train on tbhe Chicazo, Yilwaukes &
St. Paul Rallway nesr Portsmouth, Iowa, on March 6, 1524,
resulting in the death of onez employee, and tne injury of
e1ght vassengers, twWo employees, and tnres trespassers.

Summary of Report of April 18, 1924

The accident occurred in single-track territory on a
curve of 39 to the left, approaching which the track is
tangentfor a distance of ahocuat 907 feet. The track was
laid with 9C-pound rails, 3% feat ir lsagtn, with an aver-
age of 2C ties to the rail-lenztn, sinzle-sprked, tie-vlat-
ed on curves, and ballasted witn gravz)l ana cinders to a
depth of from £ to 12 inches. Ths syeed limit for passen-
%er trains at the time of the accident was 55 miles an

our.

The train inveoived was eastbound passenger train No.
20, which consisted of six all-st=el cars, hauled ™y enZine
6624, and was traveling at a speed varicusly estimated to
have “een -etween 35 and 45 miles an hour whan 1t wasg de-
ralled on the curve 264 feet from 1ts western end. The
entire train was derailed, the engine and first three cars
turneng over on their rizht sides. Toe employee killed was
the engineman.

The statements ¢f tne fireman and also of the merbvers
of the train crew indicated that tcey rad noticed nothing
wronz until the derailnent actually occurred, walle exam—
inagtion of tne enzine fallad to Jdisclose anythinz which
could nhave cocntri-utad to tne cerur-snie of fne accident.
The examination of ta2 track, bewrover, sbowed 1% to De in
generally “ad condition ana wnsa.e for tons moverment of
trains at hiza speed. Thers were wany decaved ties and
nroken %ie plates on tne curve, ®nlle several splkes wWere
missing. Examination ¢f the track for % mile wast of the
roint of accident siowed that there were 20 rail jJoints
with no spikes in thres successive ties, &C rail Joints
with no splkss 1n 170 successive ties, and 27 rail roints



where only one tie .as spiksd In smany placss spikes had
been sither sheared off or pulied out as a resuls of the
cunching of the ties due in turn tc the creaping o tne
rails, .aile many ties, apgsaceanly rvsaswsd 1La0 7 the
Precadlna y2ar, had Deen plraceq 1a tos wTaoh itaout

spikes, 1t was 8150 noted tnat maay spricss cruld 62
drawn out of the ti:zs by hand. Tns sunpleasenuvel snvesti-
sation was madie for ths purposs of ascertzin.ns .nat had
tees done t0 reusdy tnese dangerous traci coadlcions

Results of the Supplemeantal Investigation

After repairs wers made to *hs track at the point
of accident an order vsas 1ssusd rasiricting the speed cf
passenger trains to +0 milsas zn hou:, th.s order covering
a total dlSﬁaﬂGB of approximately 30 m}les cn oo0th sides
of the porat of zscideat. On Apr:il U, sceording to the
erigineer of malntuuauq? of way, the mrszzcal S*reﬂc ta of
the various sectien gangs vas i1ncreased, wwails an extra
gang tegon general repailrs, first reloying r-i1is ana re-
ballasting and retie: 0z the track on the gurve .here the
4CTlgent Goourred. Ials extra 22ng tien did sirilar
vork on 5 miles of trask at another pcint and oa 5 wile
track at a traird porat. On Juns 3, hovever, a Siorn
occurred vhilch reswlTed 1n .zsaing avaey asout 15 milcs ol
track and the cewpany thea placed LT exXbuTa S34S At work
vi1th 300 men, togetasr with 100 secticon .asp, 2 locomotlve
cranes, 1 ditcher and the necessary oOrK 1ralil SerV1Ce.
Thie force, after restoriag the roadoea .here washed cut,
centinued -ork in 1mproviag the gs 2l track conditions,
the proegrzm as a_farﬁea.oa111ng for 14 track 71nles oI nev
ballast 1n addition to tae 5% m1les preTiouszly notad, for
the renewal of 25,G0C ties as - ell as 35,000 Zineal feet
of rails on curves, and for the instalisztlica orf 30,000 rail
aruhov plates and 10,000 %12 nlames. In acdition to the
1L mi1les of track taus scheduied for racallasting, all of
the remzining vortion of ths track within ths territory of
8C miles -as to te liaed ana sarfaced 71th tne 1dea of
placing 1t in first-ciass cendiztion. The proper executlion
of this vorx should resui®t 1n the eliminatiorn of the cond:i-
tions pointed out in the original repert as being respoasible
for the derszilment of train lNo. 0,
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