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In re Investigation of accident which occurred 
on the Chios Rook I a7 and & Pacific 

RaJ1 vay NEAR I^nrlon, Kcsi r.a, on 
Bovesber ZZf 1916. 

Deccubor 21, 1915* 

On floveuber 23, 1910, there was <i reer-end ooll4 sian 
between two freight trains on the Chicago, Rook Island £. Pa­
cific Halfway near Marion, Knnbsj, which resulted in the 
death of one employe*. After i::vecti? potion of this ucoldeat 
t-ie Chief of tfte Division of butfety auhuite the following re­
port I 

The division on which this icaident occurred is a siugle 
fcreck line. Ho block ei^nsia are in use, the operation of 
trains beine hand! ed by tine-tab2e aiid tr< in orders- Tne 
accident occurred on on aacendi&£> grade of .7 per cent, about 
500 fe t "est OF the eastern end of & curve of l decree, taia 
curve being 1,535 feet in ien^tfc.* The track at this point is 
on a f i l l of 10 1'eet. voz-£hir.^ this c,„rve the track is 
toi^ent for store then, one ^ite* At the ti-.e * f the acoidcut 
fe lifht snow - as falll. g. 

Westbound freight train 3o» £9 oo^aicted of 30 aa:s a:ad 
a oa: QOSE, hauled by loco-active £101, and vres in ohĉ ge of 
Conductor laFollette and >~agi a/^n Stevo> son. It left Marion 
at tbout 12.05 - ci. t and at & point 3bout £-!/£ ̂ iles rest 
of Marion was struck b v^tbouna frtipnt train $o. 37. At 
the time of th© accident train Ho. 39 Las moving at a a.eed 
of only C or 6 ;nilea an aaar, due to the fact that it •> 
necessary for the en^lneuanto . crk stê aa easily on account of 
the engine foafili^. 

Westbound freight troin ^ » 57 con^i^ted of 11 cais and 
a cel̂ oose, usuled by locomotive .445, and 3 eiĉ ty .took cars 
unshod ehead of the looomotive. The tr&xi V&SJ in charge of 
Conductor Uclv/ards and En&ineuaa Solomon. I t left Marion 
at 12.25 „. ii., and collided vith the rear end of trein !w f 

99 ot about 12.T-5 p. T.« , while traveling vt ea p'*eed estimated 
to hr.ve been betveen 1& end 20 JDLES an hour. 

£ooo*aotive 1445 *aff derail ed aiJ. dirtied over or* tie 1 eft 
side, vhi1 a the tender re 5̂a©d u right on th© fill. The oa'̂ oose 
and last f ur cars of tr~in l«o. 99 wore erriled ûid t .mod over 
on the left side of the track. Tha wreckage caught fire, PRE­
sumably from th© ̂ tove in the oa* oosc, and all of the derailed 
oars were destroyed by fire. Cona otor I toilette, of train 
Bo. 99, *&E kilied in the acoident, 



Engineman St © T e g i s o n , of train Ho* 99, stated that ma 
train arrived at Marion after train Ho, &7. tie md no son-
versatlon %;ith «*ny nember of tae erew of that tr^in while at 
Aiarlon, and no one said anythxa^ to hî i about traiu £Jo* 87 
helping his train over Aulne FJillt Aulnn being the next station, 6 nilea beyond Mario::. He thought his train 1 eft Marion at 
IS,08 or • £»10 •» and said that after at -itlap, th© Con­
dition of lis locomotive, which aad been foaming, became worse 
and trtat It Nvaa ueuesjary to worlc a li^at throttle, Tie loco­
motive entered t-e curve on ?/zich the accident ocam-ad *Mile 
traveling at a a ;evd of about 10 niles an hour, and at the 
tine of the accident tae z eed had boon reduced to >2b: ,.t 7 
j-ales an hour. The accident occurred at about 3 2«35 j9 Engineoen dteve .aon furt i'*r stated that the .ur'^l a eed of 
his train 3t this _,oint TUS 18 or 20 alles an hoar, and while 
it vfss moving at a speed of only 7 miles an hour, and nihile 
he *aew t iBt train 67 ',ould follow r.is train out jS Marl >a, 
yet he did not taiuic that his train was delayed under th© vford-
lag of, or the interpretation •'enera1 ly pieced upon, rale :*o# 
99, and for this reason did not tnirjc It *iecea$ary to whistle 
for flag roteotioa, saying tnafc he aavar knew of Its being 
done on. aills so long as a trcon *as moving* £ngiue~*an 
. tove^sasi also SL Id that besides the fire *an and the êad 
r-r"-:ê an, the oo<:duotor ALGW cbo it the condition of the loco-
lâ tive, as he »it d ̂  aa^ad by wiile they wore clovi us out the 
locomotive at ji&r^n, and ha 'iad told the conductor sbô it i t . 

Head Bre.einan Hoi is stated tn^t >iia tr„ la lert U&rion 
at JC.10 p. i . "When it started to e ̂eend the ^rade 11 .as 
traveling slowly, and drov.ed off on the outside of the 
curve and allowed the x.xin to all , t» :t him in order to see 
it any of the brakes ware Jticking. About It cars had 
ulled by when the roar of the tr? in struck by $reln No, 
87, He thought the si.eed at the tiae ".-as aoojt 6 or S lilies 
an hour. He did uot kuov. anything about any a. rangeaeat 
having been uade for trtin Ho* 67 to assist his train aver the 
h l U . 

Hear Srs^eman Haggard stated that on leavijg Marion he 
bled the air oylladers on three oars on the rear of the train. 
He then told Coudjotor LaFollette that he thought sons of tae 
air brakes were stiolciû  and .-ent forward over about l£ cars 
and releaaad the brakes on on© our. As he descended to the 
ground by & side ladder he sa-> train No. 67 coming, ap±are^tly 
three-~"usrtr»TS of a ;aile dicta; t, and ae ©up oe^d that it VGB 
going to assist his train over the hilt, a© did not :<iiOW 
that train tfo. 87 had Cc rr> ahead of its locomotive until after 
the accident, wh5ch occurred -while his train was traveling at 
a s(.eed of 6 or 8 niles an hour. Be did not .enow anything 
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about any understanding tbat train 'io. 07 would -sgj st his 
train up the h i<i. He .:new that train FTO« <37 \rould follow 
Ms train out of Mario^, and said that whan th© speed of his 
train nas raau ;ea to 6 or 8 alios AN hour he did act think 
It necessary to protect the rear o f the train, saying t*at 
there was ndhing in si^ht at that tiue. At no tlie did ie 
;.ialce use o f any tor-jedoea or fusees and st no tir.e '"-as a© 
instructed by Conductor LaFollette to use them. 

Eagtneuian Solomon, of train Ho» 87, stated that trtiin 
Ho- 9v left Marion *»t 12*05 , and thet n-'e o^nx tVL\n 
loft at LE.EQ or 1£.S3 , . auehlns 3 ei. ty riv>tk ô u;:* a read 
of the locomotive. The cab window va*s ô en unci ne was keeping 
a si&rj* lo^co^t, but at no ti.^e did ne see th© rear end of 
urtixn xij, 99 o n the tau^eut tr&ek a^roachin^ the curve on 
which the accident occurred. H© also said tn.tt he did not 
ace Head Druceuan Piz after the ^ a titer \ exit t"ruu'-h too front 
cab vrtrdow on th© ftrcnan* B side, ev,-^osedly ride on th© 
head oar, and he did not ix ov; whether or not he v rb on Vr»& t 
oar, ua he should h-eve been uncer the re- î ire IT, it; of r .1© 
IJo, 10k, v. hi eh reads aa follows: 

N T Ken car .5 ere ^ahed by an ©£%ine (a^oe-t 
V w j e n shifting; and ~x.klug ir trains in y^rda) a 
yia^uaa auibt take a oonspieuojs position on the 
trout of the leading car." 

ilotuing . n o u been aaid to him. ".bout the lOfi&IbVity of >vert̂ K;ing 
train i*c. *9 and assisting It >ip the M l i , and ne did ~iot ^ow 
anything abo«t the nearness of train £Jo. 9 until he sa" tie 
oars filing up. At this tii.e ne v-zu working steam imC th© a peed 
of nx*s train vac* ebout ±5 niies an hour, which - the 'richest 
rate of speed h© aed ^ae aince j.eavi'i# riarxo'i. Engine Solomon 
further stated tnet aid not routes-bar Laving seen bulletin 
No. 1&9, issued September £5, 1914, forbidding the gashing of 
o&*3 onotid of a looorootive from an© station to ^notr.er. He 
tfuid ..fcd k.r of saah movements being >iî e, ui& di£ ~ot 
*3I.JW that they h&& ttver he on criticized. This M~ vei ads 
as foiIowa; 

NAIX A/JD J^Qi>&Mii 

"..on© tib-e also© bulletin instructions v*ei*e iss led 
prohibitlug the snovir^ of oa "s between aiati-us, 
aheaa of e sglne, X bave noticed ...n ? v r r - 1 

recently that unese xnstn cti n s *ir̂  jot oei o O E t -

^lied vitn. 

"The only azoe tion thst will ;,.e -if/Se to tnese 
instructions is tl-at ^ TON a s, r trsjk 1© loc? cd be­
tween atationa. and this 7D.ll not A: >ly to the trans­
fer tracks at Aliaa or TThite City, neither will it 
ap ly to the *-estbound cars -1 clced ur on the stock 
track Feabody and shoved ahead to Elbing. 

WW. S. Phillipa, Trainiaaster.* 
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tegln@i-.an Solonon also said that it was SNOWLM** ali^ntly, not 
enought howevert to int- rf^re with M o vision. 

Firemn Poilauz stated that ..e DID not &im or9 any 
arrange .ent having been J^'IO i*or ^ I ^ train to assist trttin ho* 
99 up the hill* Leaving M-̂ rî n, Hoad Brr? e -̂ n Bi:< boarded 
the train three or four csr lengths belli rid the locomotive and 
T̂ iem he reached the ash refined c;'ere for a j~ort tiue before 
goi ig f^rv.ard on the left aide. He «as b;3y working an the 
fire after the tratoian started forward,and DID â t «oiow how 
fax th® brake <*n r̂ent B9FORE tha collision burred. He DID 
not think the aoeldent would have been prevented even If the 
bra.-rou.an had been riding on th© head oxr, partly on aooount 
of inability to see tr.in Bo* and portly on account of 
inability to tra ̂suit si$ua • s, due Tio the snmr. He 3NID the 
snow was quite heavy, with a strong wind- 3eb«reen l&irioa. and 
the ~oirt of accident he on his scatbox two or tfcree t iaes, 
the lest ti^e beiaj? eboi t one-half uile fro-, tne ^oitit of aeel&ant* 
but at no time did he see &nythii'.g of train &o. 99. Tne hlgnest 
rat© of spaed attained by iiits tr^in vas io ">r IS villas an Vmrj 
the locomotive v,es wording biot̂ a at the tL..e th© oollision oc­
curred. 

Head IT-râ e j&n Six stated thst when ;ri& train left 
Marion he hoerdea the third or fourth car behind th© locoraative. 
He then want forward DV^X tne oars to the engine cab, reaching 
there by the time tne trrju v« 3 .3 .U.1© from the station ut 
Marion, When poing forward over the cars he had lco&e& &>ioad» 
but ad not seen anything of traxn ^ 0 . 90. He eald, aovev^r, 
that he ws not thinking of tbpfc tr^in, es IT had left aorie 
tV.e 1 reviourily. He ao a baa cold and ae ai oeooi'e ^ested 
up vehile working at Marion P.a retrained on the locostive for a 
minute to get cooled off before goic^ ^h^d to ride on the O&T5B* 
He then left tne ĉ ft by the fraFLT window on the fLieien*a si4e» 
and had Just reached the roof at the roar end of the oar im­
mediately ahead of the loca&OTIVR vhen the collision occurred* 
BraKenan Bix a"so Sfeid that nothing i*ad been said to either 
by the en^inemn or the f iv&jtJi aoovt riding on the oars, i*e 
tho^ht, however, that under the veatner eonditioay exl >V.i£-t 

particularly the *dna, oould not tuve ridden on the has.d 
oar, facing the snow and -rind, and htve been r*hlc to SEE eny~ 
thing on the track ahead* He did not rencr.ber having seen any 
bulletin forbidding the k ashing of oars ahead of a looomotive 
from one Elation to another; IF he bad vts.& it ,it >ad forgotten 
i t . The Highest ai eed attained by Ms train vae 12 to 14 lilies 
an hour* 

Conductor ^tearda etated th^t train Uo* 9© left Karion 
at IS.05 ; . n. Before the nepertare of thpt tr r In be i£& 
noticed that locomotive C1Q1 vcî  tfohning. Th® cfcndv otcr had 
not said anything to him rbout engine trouble, but he had 
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talked with him and told him that if train No. 99 had trouble 
on the hill he would assist him. He did not, however, tell 
any member of his crew that they would assist train Ko. 99 
over the hill if they overtook them, and did not tell Conductor 
LaFoliette that he was going to push sos© oars ahead of the looo* 
motive* After train Mo, 99 left, he did some switching, include 
lng the placing of three eapty stock cars ahead of the locomotive. 
He did not have any conversation or understanding with any mem*-
ber of his orevr as to what he was going to do with them, nerely 
saying to the head bra trepan that they would push thorn, ahead of 
the loeosaotive. TThlle the cars were billed to Feabody, the next 
station beyond Aulne, he thought the hrairemaa understood that 
ti.ey wuld be pushed only to Aulao, He could have w u t them in 
the train at Marion, but h© had his nind on helping train Bo. 
99 up the hill, and he thought his crew also understood that 
ho intended to help th^t train, as wae custom ry. He did not 
know how often he had assisted train Mo. 99, saying that this 
did not apply to that train in particular, but to any train* 
Ho also said that he did not Instruct toad Brâ c-ian Bix to 
ride on the head car, but felt sure h® would obey th© rues. 
Leaving Marion Head Bra&eman Biz was ridiag on the nm$ oud 
of th© train, and he woe confident that as was on the head 
oar, saying that If he was sot there he would have been on the 
head end himself. His train did not leave Marion until 1£«23 
* v.., and he did not think that it would overtake train No. 
99. He was at his desk In the caboose, and to en -went iato 
the cupola, riding on the right side. It was snowiiig slight­
ly, but not enough to Interfere with his vision. Although 
frcM this point he could have seen a brauenan riding on the 
head oar, In front of th® locomotive, he said that he did 
not look. He could also have soon the rear e&d of train Ho. 
99 If It had been on the tangent track, but a^aln he did not 
look. Later he left the cupola, and th© first he knew of the 
accident v?as when Bear Bra^emsn Snibree said to leak out. Hie 
roar brakeman had been ridlne on the left side of the cupola 
all the time, It was 12.38 or 12.33 iu when the collision 
occurred. He thought th© highest speed attained by hi s train 
wen 15 miles an hour, and that it was ru&aing at this speed 
^xm the collision occurred. After the accident Englnenen 
Solonos told h|j3 that if he had been flagged is any ̂ ay the 
accident would not have occurred. E© asked th© need brakein&n 
where he had bean riding, and understood him to say that he was 
on the runnlag board of the looornotive, but was not positive. 
Conductor Edwards further stated that he did not remember see­
ing any bulletins during 1915 or 1916 forbidding the pushing 
of oars ahead of a locomotive, and stated that it his 
understanding that special bulletin Instructions were void 
at the end of each year unless reissued. If there v^e a 
bulletin issued in 1914, forbidding the pushing of cars he 
understood that the practice oould be resumed on January 1, 
1918, unless the bulletin was reissued, "e also stated 
that he could not recall any instance in itfhlcn bull at I as 



desired to be continued in effect had not been ao reissued. 
afterwards stated that instructions governing th© opera* 

tion of the road, once issued, are in effect until changed 
by subsequent instructions, and said he thought he remembered 
bulletin Ho. 159* The last time he had rushed cars ahead of his 
locomotive was four or five months previously, and he said 
that he uad never ueard of any conductor being criticized for 
Bloving oars in that manner, or having received Instructions 
that It must &ot be done. 

Bear Bra-.cê &n Itobree stated that he heard isothisg said 
about helping train fto. 99 $ip tiae hill, and that he did not 
look to see if he could see that train- When about one 
mile from Marlon ha went into th© cupola of the cabooa®, 
riding on the left side. He oould not see Whether or not 
there was a brakeftan riding on the oars ahead of th® loco­
motive, saying that the ^Bok® Interfered with his view. The 
highest speed attained by his train was about IS miles en hour. 

This accident was caused by train Ho. 87 being operated 
vita cais being pushed ahead of the locomotive and by the 
failure of a flaguan to be stationed on them when being handled 
in this manner, for which Conductor Edwards, fioginentaa. Solomon 
and Head Brakenan Six are responsible. These ca s were placed 
ahead of th© locomotive by Conductor Bd'verds, In violation of 
bulletin Ho. 1&9, After liavi&g placed them in that position, 
Conductor Sdwarde should have seen to it that a flo^&aa i*e 
stationed on th© head car before the train started from Marlon, 
as required by rule Ko. 102, previously quoted. Bagiaesan 
Solonon Is equally responsible for starting his train out of 
Marlon without a flosnan on th© head oar, and for not having 
Head Brakeroan Dir. take his station as soon as ho reached the 
locomotive. Head Brakenan Bix shares equally in th© respon­
sibility for his failure properly to ohserve and obey rule 
Ho. 102. 

A contributing cause was the failure of Conductor 
Lalollette to have the rear of his train properly protected 
as required bv rule No. 99* On account of the death of Con* 
duotor LaFollette, from injuries received, no stafca&ent from 
him oould be obtained, but ia view of the statement of Conduc­
tor Edwards that he had an understanding with Conductor LaFol­
lette that his train would assist train KG. 99 if it overtook 
it on the hill, Conductor LaFollette may have supposed that 
all ths members of the crew of train Ho, 8? would know of the 
arrangement and would be expecting to find his train ahead of 
them. 

Conductor Edwards was employed from 1892 to 189? as a 
pl: ef itter, and for about six r on ths in 1897 as a fireman. 
From December, 1897, to Sep teacher* 1903, h© \-©s employed as 
a brakorian, being promoted to conductor in 1903. In November, 
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1915, he was given 30 demerits for responsibility la conneo* 
tion with an accident, and in February, 1915, he wa^ given 10 
demerits Tor failing to bloofr. All of these demerits have 
since been cancelled. 

Engineman Solomon was ervoloyed as a hostler from 1889 
to 1892, as a flreuan from 1092 to December 5, 1900, at which 
tine he v̂ as .ronoted to engine ian. He vas given 16 demerits 
Tor an accident in July, 1910, and in January, 1911, be was 
iSiven £0 demerits on account of an accident. In November, 1612, 
he v.as dismissed for unsatisfactory conduct, being reinstated 
in Movecber, 1913. On Jebri&ry, 191C, he >-ar. givan 10 de­
merits for failing to block 10 minutes. 

Head Bra^o&an DIx was employed as e brmkenan In November, 
1910, and had a clear record. 

Conductor LaFollette was employed as a brafcanan In October, 
1903, and M S promoted to conductor In December of the s&&© year* 
In December, 1914, he .ms di&olesed for responsibility in con­
nection with an accident, being reinstated In Auniat, 19lb. With 
this exce tion, his record vves good* 

All of the employees involved had been on duty from 3-1/8 
to 4~l/£ hours, after periods off duty of 13 hours or sors# 


