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In re Investig-tion of accident whilch cccurred
on the Ohnicz jn, Rook Iuvend & Pacifilc
Railway near iariouw, Xou ~u, on
November #2, 1310.

Decenbar 27, 19104

On Noveusber £8, 1914, there wes # rour-end osollision
belwe-sn two freisht trains on the Chics v, Rock Island & Fa-
gific Ealiway near ¥rrion, Kanees, which resuited In the
dezth of one engloyees. After ixnvesti,-~tlon of tils uccideat
tre Chief of twe Divialon of Lufety subuits the Pollowing re-
Lorti

The division on which this iceident ceocurred s a siugle
treck line. No block sisnely are in use, the operttion of
traing being hendled by tine-~tebie sud tr in ordersz. Tne
pacident cecearrad on <0 sscending zrsde of .7 ser cent, saboutb
50C fe 't "weet of the eantern end of w curve of 1 degres, tals
curve telng 1,38) feet in :sensth. The truek at thile olnt is
o & i1 of 10 veet, Av rucchics this c.rve the treck is
bangyent for more thon one Lite, Al the tie - ¥ the scoldeut
£ Lirkt spow - 20 fa2ll g.

desthound freigut train Jo, 99 oconsicted of I0 ca.s aud
& o&) onse, nruled by loconmotive 2101, end wes 1o chirge of
Cond..otor LaFollette arnd Eagl e..n Steve son, It left Marion
6t shout 18,06 . w., =nd ot & point szbout B-1/E niles vest
of Merlom wns ctruek b wertbounc frei-nt train Ho, B7. At
the tine of the sccident trein Ho, 29 ..as moving at € &5 .eed
of only < or & :liea an hoar, Jue to the fget thal it » .8
necessary for the ensinewm te york steum esslly on rccount of
tne zugline foexling.

Vestbound frei ht troln So. 37 coasiited oF 11 cai® and
a ¢ehoose, heuled by locomctive . 445, snc 2 en.ty .toek covs
vushed ehezd of the loocuotive. The trin wes in charce of
Conductor ldwards end Fopisersn Solomon. It left Barico
at 1L.8% . e, &04 e0llided s-ith the resr end of train Lo,
99 ot about 12.09 . ., while trevellus “t u sroeed 2ctrated
to hove besn hetyezn 15 ond 20 udles an hour.

Locomotive 1445 .ac derailed cnld tirned over on ihs "eft
side, whi'e the tender re zided 1 rizki on the fill. The gaigose
and last £ ur ears of tr-in Ho. 99 were erciled ad 4.rnsd over
o the left side of the track. The wreoksge caught fire, .re-
sukably from the stove in the ostoose, and 2ll of the dersiled

nara were desiroyed by Tfire. Cond ctor L.Follette, of train
Hoe. 99, =8 killed in the scoident,
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Enginensan Steveason, of treln Ho, 99, stated thet nia
trein arrived o2t Marion sfter trsin Ho., 87. He 1ad no coni=-
versatlon with uny member of tine erew of that tr-in while at

. Maricn, and no one sald anything to hla about traiu Ho. 27
helping hls train over Aulume 3il]l, Aulmm being the uext station,
6 rileps bavond Hario:, He thought Lis trzin left Maricn at
12,08 or *5,10 .. ., and said that after ot -riing, the con-
dition of 1is locouotive, which nad been foaming, beouie worse
and taat it was necsssary to work a li-nt throttle, Tie 1000=-
Zmotive entored the ourve o walch the accident se2:vred wnlle
traveling at 2 srecd of mbout 10 riiles en ho:ir, and at the
tine of the acoldent tne s esd .84 been reduced to =bh:ut 7
c2les an our. The cooident cosurred &t ebouat 12,30 .. 1i
Enginexssn Steve .son furd oy gstated that the ..oy wl 8 oeg T
nis train at this .oint wws 1B or 20 mlles an hour, and wille
1% wes moving at a speed of only 7 wmlles ap hour, and whlie
he waew tast train Ho. &7 would follow rnig train out of Kari ny
yot he 4id not taink that his train w»as delayed under the word-
ing of, or the inter:retotion ~enera’ly rloced agon, rle Ho.
99, and for this reason did 1ot thivk it .eceasary o wiistle
for fiag rotectiocn, savirg tnebt e dever knew of itg being
dove on nllls 20 long as & trern .as .aoving. Eagice.sn
teveraon also scld t.at besides the fire-sp and the “ead
trroevan, the ovcduotor tew choit the gondition of the locoe
metive, as he .+ d _as.ed by wolle they wore ploviugs out the
locomotlve at Ler.—n, and he nad told the conduetor shoat it.

Head Zre'.evan Hol ls etoted toot la bkr.in Jellt Morcion
et 10.10 p. £. Waen 1t started £o o-cend the crade It w3
treveling glowly, and ne dyrov . ed off con the ouiside of the
curve and eliowed the wvmin to oll  »:t him in order to ace
if sny of the trakes were Jtickinz., About 1& cars haad

ulled by when the rear of the tr¢in w5 sirick by $rein Ho,
87, He thourht the 3.ead at the time wus aboat & or € uailes
en hour. He d4id not kuov anything ebout eny e.rangeasat
having been ruide for triin Ho. 87 0 agaist his train over the
hili,

Reur Srz'iemen Haggard stated that on lecviag Aurion he
bled the sir oylinders on thiree oars on the rear of the train.
He then told Coudaotor Lafollette that Le thought sone of tue
21y bruxes were stlekisz and .ent forward over about 18 sars
‘ and relesaed the br.kes on one ocur. #As he deseended to the

sround Wy a side ladder he 320 troin No. 87 coming, ap; are.tly
threae-tuerters of @ mile dlsta L, and ne sup osed that it vas
going to casist hig train over the hili. He aid not iunow
£hat train Ho. 87 hwod oers ahcad of its locouotive untll after
the =ceident, which ocourred while his train wes traveling st
B o.oesd of 6 or 8 miles an hour. ie 4id not cxnow snything
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about any understanding that train ¥o. J37 wonld -s=s:ist his
troin up the ni.:. He new tuet trein Ho. 97 would follow
Pig Lraln out of Mazrio., end sald that when the sreed of his
train was reduced to 6 or & mllaes an hour he did ot think
it necessary to -rotect the rear of the train, saving tet
there wes ndhing in sisht at that tlue. At no tlie 4id e
48 uge of any tor.edoues or fusees gnd 3t no tire vue e
ingtrioted by Conductor LeFollette to use them,

¥aglineuan Selomon, of trein Ho. 87, steted that trein
fg. 9% 1811 Marion at 12,08 . ., z2nd thet v'g oem Lrein
loft at 12,80 or 12.33 . o, wushing O e, ty aeank oarr aread
of the locomotive. The cab wiadow was o eh und ne was Keeping
a gnarp loKout, bub at no tiie 4id ne see ihe vear end of
LFALn Wge Y9 00 LThe taupent tLrack acurosdohine the curve on
wiilich Lheo accident ocoourred. He aisp said thnot e did not
aee Head Druceuan Dix aftor the “zoter vent trroa-h tne Irownt
ealy wirdow on the Tircian's side, s, Lossdly oo ride on the
hesd ocur, snd he dild net £ ow whetler or 1ot Le vo6 op Lheld
oar, 1§ Le should have been uwtcer the re uire erie of r. le
Ho, 10z, which reads as follows!

B hen ears are noshed by an engine (uzxce t
when shifting aad ~skiug uw trains in yerds) a
Fle,uan eust teke e ocomspicuc.as posltion on the
tront of the leading car,®

Rotulng ned been seid to ham <bout the roselii ity of wertecing
Lraly «¢. »9 and assisting it ap the hil:, and ae did ~wot woow
snrthing abe "t the nearness of treizn lo. 9 untll he sz the
cars lling upe At thais tire ne vzu working steam ond the apeed
of nis Lrain vas sbout o8 tiles am hour, which e, lhe h:ohest
iath or spoed he vned nace slnee resving Harion. Bglioe Colomon
Turt.er stated tnut ve €id not rece ber Laving seen Hullstin

Noue 159, lssued Septenber 2B, 1%14, Fforbldding the ushing of
k.8 asews of a logomotive Pfrom one atation Lo anvirner., He

8a¢id e Led broovm of sach moverents being ouwe, wnd ddd ot
gmavw bhst tiey hed ever baen oriticized., This bhi "eivin v oaus

45 follows:

RALEL kAl AMD R GLL.E RS

".ore Ylee since bullenin instructi.ons were 18s:ed
~ronibiting the snoving of ¢a s betreen glati. us,
aheas of e wine. I bave notleed .o -over- 1 gar 28
roceuLtly iiat snese instrmeti ns are ol nelu) com-
wiled witn.

"'he only exce tion thet will "e -:5de to tnese
lnstr.etions is thst w.en & 5, r Lreack 1s loes od Le-
tween stationmsg, end thils willl net & 1y Lo the treans-
fer trapxs at ilma or ¥hlte City, r~either will it
gy ly %o the eatbound ecars .icked ur onh the stock
track Peshody and shoved chead to Elbing. .

"W. 9. Phillips, Tralnmaster.®
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Foginer.an Solomon alsc seld that it was soowlay sligntly, Lot
anouzh, however, to Ind. rifore with [.l1o vislion.

Firaman Pollavz stéved that e did uet isw o aay
errange ent ‘iaving beel eda For oisd treain 0 aseist treln Ho.
99 up the hill, Leavigy Marion, Hoad Bro-e-swn Dix nos-ded
the train three or four cer lengths behind the losouotive and
whan wo Teached the aah rewsiied where Tor a a~ort Lice before
zoi i Prrvard on the left side. e was bosy wwrking on th
fire after the rrake.an stovted Turward,snd did 2ot now how
far the brake 2n went before the oollision o::urred, He 4id
not think the eceidsnt would .eve been provented sven iT the
brese.sn had been riding oa the hesd ocur, purtly on acgount
of inopilaity to see tr.in Ho. 35, and 20c0uly on sscouat of
ingbllity to tra:sat slaue s, due wo the anow. He znid the
gnow was quite heasvy, with e stroay wind. OSdebwesn Nurion and
the .oi:t of zccldent he "»ss on his scatbsx ewo or three tiames,
the lgat tize bsing ebo t vae-half .ile frow toe polnt of aceldsnt,
but st no time did he see anvthi.g of trein he, 9. Toe hlgnest
rate of speed sbttained by ols wraan wes 15 ~r 18 2iles am ours
the locvometive wes working steum &t the ti.e tiie collision ogw
currad,

Head -ra~e.an Dix stated that whea ais truin left
derion ke homrded the third or fouwrth cur behind the loeosumotive.
He then went forward vver ios cars to the e.gline cab, reashing
there by the time tne trein w5 .3 aile from the station ot
Marion., When rcoling forwerd over the ceres he lad lcoxed shesd,
tut =24 not feen ansthing ol train so. 99. He cald, aovevor,
thet he wes not thinking orf theb truln, s it hed lerh soe
8ire rreviouuly. Fe rad o bad oold and &3 ne al becci'e eated
up while vorking st Marion e reesined on the locomolive for a
minute to zet cooled off benre golag rlead to ride on the ours,
‘e then lett itne eab by the front wliodow on the Firewn's sida,
gand ‘ad st resched the roof &t the resr end of fhe ozr im-
meciately zhesd of iLhe locuumotive waen the collislon cecurred,
Brzkeran Dix &£ 3¢ s51d that wothing v=d4 been said to -im eltner
by the enginerun or the Tirencn acovt riding on the cars., .Le
thouzht, however, thet under the veslnrer conditicne exi ting,
partieularly the wina, ne cculd not ot ve ridden on the hezd
ear, Teclng the snocw end wind, &nd Live been nhle to see zay-
thing on the track shead. iHe dld oot recober having eeen any
bulletin forbidding the ,ushlng of gars ahead of a locomotive
frowm one slatiom Bo ancther; if e hed resd 1t 2@ Fad Torgotien
it. The nighest s1eed mttained by ils traln vas 12 to 14 nlles
an hour,.

Conductor Edwarde stated thet train Ho., 39 left Marion
at 12,05 ;, :. Before the deprriure of thet tr-ilu be i8d
noticed that loeccrotive 2101 vaa fosming, The chniveter 'ed
pot saild anything to him rbout engine trouble, but he nsed
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telked with hiz and told him thet Lf train No. 29 hed trouble
on the hill he would essist him. He d1d4 not, however, tell

any member of his erew that they would mesist trein ko, 99

over the hill if they overtock them, =nd did nct tell Conduoctor
LaFollette that he was going to push sBome cars shead of the locoe
uotive, After train No, 99 left, he did some switching, includw
ing the plasing of three expty stook cars ehoed of the locomotive,
Hle did not haove ciy conversation or understanding with any mem-
ber of hip oréw as to what he wes going to do with them, nerely
seying to the head bhrakezan tnat they would push them shead of
the locomotive. While the ¢ars were billed to Peabody, the next
stetion beyond Aulne, he thought the brakemsn understood that
tuoy would be pushed only to Aulne. He ocould have .ut them in
the treln =t Marion, but he had his mind on helping trein No.
99 up the blll, snd he thought his orew slso understood that

he intended to help thrt train, as wes custorry. He did not
know how often he hed assisted trein Ho. 99, saying that thils
Aid not apsly to that train in partiouler, but to any traln,
He elso said thet he d4id not instruot Hesd Braveumn Dix to
ride on the head car, but felt asure he vould obey the ru'es.
Leeving Murion Head Braksmen Dix wee riding on the nesd end

of the train, and he was confident thet he wes on the head

oar, saying thet if he was not there he would huve heen on the
head end himself. His train dld not lecve Marion until 12,2

¥ e, 8nd ne did not think that it would overtake train No,

9¢, He waa at his desk in the catcoac, and them went lato

the cupole, riding on the right slde. I% wes anowlng slight-
ly, but ﬂﬂ% anough to interfere with his vision. Although
from this point he could have secn e brasenan riding on the
head ear, in front of the locowotlve, he sald that he did

not look. He oould alsp have secn the reer end of train Ho.
@8 1f it had been on the tengent track, but azeln he 4id not
look, Leter he left the cupole, and the firat he knew of the
agcident was when Rewr Dracensn Embree saild to lodék ocut. The
reer brakensn hed been riding on the left side of the oupole
gll the tine, It wes 12.32 or 12.33 =», 2. when the gollision
gocurred., He thought the highest speed attsined by his trsin
was 15 miles an hour, and that it was puaning et this speed
vhen the collision ¢ocurred. After the acecident Fogineran
Sclomon teld him thet if he had been flagged in any way the
acoident would not have oocurred. He assked the nead breicensn
where he had besa riding, and underatood him to asy that he was
on the rumniag board of the loocomotive, tut wes not ,ositive.
Conductor Bdwards further steted that he dld not remember see-
ing sy bulletins during 181% or 1216 forbidding the pushing
of cars shesd of u locomotive, and statsd that it »~us his
understonding thet specizl bulletin instrugtions were void

at the end of oach year unless reiscued, If there vrs o
bullstin issusd in 1914, forbidding the jr.sghing of saras he
understood that the sractice oculd be resumed on Januwery 1,
1918, unlesa the bul etin was relssued. e also stated

that he oould not recell any in.tence in vhioh bullelins
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desired to be oontinued in effeat had not heen o reissued.

Hp afterwards ptated thet inzatruoticns governing the opere

tion of the road, once issued, are in effeet until ctanged

by subsequent instructions, and sald he thought he remembered
bulletin No, 159, The lest time he had ;:shed cars shead of hisg
losomotive was four or five month s -revicusly, and he said

tiat he nad never ceard of eny ocondi.ctor belang oriticized for
moving ears in that menner, or hoving received lonstruotiovus

that 1t must not be done.

Rear Bre-ensn kmbree stated that he hesrd nothipg said
about helping train No, 92 wp the hill, snd that he 4id not
look %o zee if he could sew that train. When sbout cne
mile from Marion he went into the cupale of the onrboose,
riding on the left slde, Hs oould not see whetier or not
there was & hrakeman riding on the ¢ars szhead of the logow-
uotive, saying that the smoke interfered with his view. The
highest speed atteined by 2is traln vas obout 18 miles an hour,

This noclident was ceused by troin No. 87 bélng operated
vith cars being pashed ahead of the locomotive and by the
fallure of a flaguan to be shoticned on them when belng heandled
in this manner, for which Conduotor Edwards, Enginemen Scolomon
and Head Brekemsn Dix are responsible, These ¢a & wers plaoced
zhead of the looomotive by Conductor Bdvards, 1an violation of
bulletin Lo. 159, After having placed them in thet position,
Conduector Edwards should “uve sesn to 1t that 2 flo.men ras
astationed on the head car before the train etnrted from Morion,
es required by rile No, 102, rreviously cuoted. Enginemsn
Solomon is egually respossible for startinmg his trein out of
Marion without & flegren on the heed ear, and for not having
Head Brealemen Dix take his station zs soon as he reached the
locomotive, Head RBrairensn Dix ghares equally ln the respoli-
;ibi%éty for his feilure properly to ohserve and obey rule

O. 3;

A contributing ceuse wue the Tallure of Conductor

LaBellstte to have the rear of his traln properly roteoted

as reguired b rule Ho, 99. 0On sccount of the dosth of Cone
dustor LaFollette, from injuries received, no stebeusnt from
kim eould be obtained, but in view of the stelerent of C.ndug-
tor Edwarda that he had sn understanding with Condustor LaFole
lette that hls traln would assist trein lo,. 99 if it overtook
it on the hill, Conduotor LeFollette may heve sapposed that

all the members of the crew of trein No. 67 would know of the
arrengensnt and would be expecting to find his train ahead of
thexz,

Conduotor Edwards was enxployed from 1892 to 1897 a8 &
pi-efitter, and for about six ronths in 1897 as e fires an,

Frow Degembey, 1887, to Jentenber, 1903, he wms am§éo§ed ag
s brakenan, being ;romoted $o conductor in 2903, ovenber,
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1915, he was given 30 demerits for responsibility in eonneo-
tion with =u accident, and in Pebruary, 1918, he wa- glven 10
demerits for failing %o blook, A1l of these demcrits have
gince veen canceiled.

Engineman Solomon was e nloyed as s hostler from 1889
to 1882, 28 a fireusn from 1792 to Decexmber 5, 1900, at which
tine he was .romoted to engine-mn, He vas given 18 demerlts
for zn scoident izn July, 1910, and in Jenuary, 1911, he waa
glven 20 demcrits on acsount of an acslident., In Hoveuber, 1612,
~e was dispdssed for unsatisfnctory conduect, being relnstated
in Noveuber, 1513, On Febrimry, 191:, he was given 10 de-
merits for felling to blook 10 minutes.

Head Pra.ecsn Dlz was employed a3 ¢ brakenan in Novarber,
1910, and nad & ciear reaord.

Conductor La¥Follette was enployed as & byakeman in October,
1803, and was .romoted to conductor in December of the zame year,
In Decesber, 1914, ne was dismissed for responsibility in cone
nection with an ascident, being reinstated in Auryust, 191H, With
thig exoe tion, his reoord wes good.

All of the enployees involved hed heen on duty From 5.1/8
10 4-1/8 hours, after periods off duty of 13 hours or moTre.



