
33TV* fflSS 
September 0, 1910* 

GCCUBP.E9 OS TEE CEICA0O, mCK & 
PACIFIC HEAR E T U O . ABS** OK 
AUGUST i, m s . 

On August X, 1913, there was a beei-end collision 
between t^o freight trains on tbo 8 hi cage* gtooK Island & 
Pacific Eailway, near Wavelandt Ar&.» whieh resulted in tbo 
injury of 7 essployoeo. After inveetigation of thia accident 
the Chief of tho Division of Safety reports aa foIlo#aj 

The division on ̂ hioh thia accident occurred la a 
single track linef train movements arc protected by tho manual 
block aignal eyetoEz* fbe aoclaent occurred at a point 660 
foot coat of tbo oaat switch at Weveiand* Approaching the 
point of aooidont froia tho woot tbe track Is on a tangent 
for a distance of 2t6W foot and on an ascending &r&de of 
one-half of one per ecnt* Approaching frcaa tbo e**st there 
are 4,411 foot of tangent, followed by a onrro of one degree 
to the right about 1,000 foot in length, limiting the view 
of westbound engine crews to about 400 foot* The tangent ia 
on a descending gra£e of 1$, while th* curve la on en ascend* 
ing grade of nearly 1$, 

Westbound freight train extra 1783 conaletod of 
35 care and a oabooeo, hauled by locomotive 1783, and wso in 
charge of Conductor 0eott and mgineman McDonald* It left 
Diddle, Ark*, at 3s 00 a«iuy and when passing Danville, Ark., 
83*7 milaa weet of 31 .idle, the crow in charge received train 



order So* 111* reading aa follows* 
"So* Hlnsty-two aa 1778 wait at Weveland until twelve 12 aooa Havana ant 11 twelve ten isi 10 p«ou for 2xn» 1783 went, Ola passing traok ( until twelve fifty five XZim p*a* Baat log wye 

Ola until one nausbt five liou p«n« Blrta until one twenty-five 1:35 p«n» Caoa until one thirty* 
flVO It 36 JH8UW 

i*hoy also resolved "Cloarfisaoe Card form f A * and 81eck Re­
strict ioas Card*" stilting that there wore no bleak reatrie* 
tlone* Extra 1703 passed Havana* 9#3 mils a beyond Danville, 
at 11:3d a»m,* according to tbe bleak sheet, and at Hi 3d 
a*su oolllded with eastbound train Ho* 98* en at of tbe east 
s&lteh at WavelaM* 

Saatbound fast freight train So* 92 consisted of 
S7 o«ra and a caboose* hauled by locomotive 177©*. and was in 
©barge of Conductor Wolfe aad fteginenon Sensy* It left 
Sooaoville* Ark*, at Hi 10 a*3&*» 3 boors and SIS minutes late* 
having received several train orfesrs and a clearance oardf 

fora A» whioh contained no bloefc restrictions* A&ong the 
train orders received was order STo* 111* One oar mis set out 
of tbe train at Magazine, 6*7 ailee from Boonoville, depart* 
in$ from there at lis35 s.̂n* Tho train passed Bine Mountain* 
5*7 miles beyond Ifagazine* it Hi47 a*»* and oolllded -witb 
extra 1783 at a point Just east of ̂ aveland* which is 4*9 
miles beyond Blue Mountain* The speed at the tiae of tbo 
collision was probably ia the neighborhood of 30 silos per 
hour, •srhile the spead of extra 1783 is believed to have been 
about d miles per hour* 



•3* 

Sotb loooiaotlvea were baaly deiaa&ed, while 4 freight 
caye wore d«*Btroycd and 4 others badly dasaged* 

Engineman Heaoy, of trala fto* 9S» atated that 4uat 
prior to startiaii from Sooneville ho damped his wstoh by 
striking It agalnet the reverse layer and therefore baa to 
Sop end upon th© fireman's «mten* Be did not bnow what 
tiae bio train paaaed Blue Mountain, but atated that it 
w*« in tbe neighborhood of 11J 4? a«B* When tbe train 
reached the top of the bill, two ailee from W&voiand, ho 
aekea the firaaan what time it wss and bo replied that it 
traa 11*58 a*su Afb*r whistling approaching Ireland sta­
tion, he receiv&d a proceed signal from tbe rear of the 
train when rounding tbo curve coming into Waveland he 
again asked the fire&an *'/hct tiiso it mitt* The fireman s«s 
buoy putting In a fire and cold "'Just a minute,* but he 
never told the engineman what tiae it and the latter 
did not know what ttm hia train p&a&ed Waveland* When 
the loocmotlve ha4 reached tbo station bo began to <ork 

/ 

etces and stated that he thought It paaood the oast switch 
at a spes£ of about so mileo per hour* Bo atated that ho 
overlooked tbe wait order and mo not thinking of it at all 
when pae$in& ̂ aveiand* Sngineaan Banay further abated that 
before ho brofee M s watch ho compared it %dth tbo flrementa 
watch ana that the firesan'a VTKS then hooping correct time* 
Afterward tho fireman told hia that tbo collision had 



oecurred at about 30 second* after IBj09 noon* As for oo bo 
himself ®a® concerned, however* be stated tbat bo did not 
know wbetber it occurred at Jit §0 a*a* or IStQS ;Eaginc«* 
nan Essay also stated tbat if be bad an? conversation *Atfc tbo 
engineman and conductor of eartra l?i3f after tba accident, 
be did not bnow anytblas about.it, sarins tbat for is or so 
minutes be did not know v/hut wat goin& «n# 

Firesnaa fe$ria# stated tbat wfcen pulling out of tbo 
yard at Boosevill© tbe $n§ln«$*an caid bo would bar© to gc by 
bis mtob« as bis own bad been £truo& against tbe reverse l*ver 
and be 4ld not know wbethar or not it ma correct* Ho did sot 
Know what tise tbe train pessrd Slue Mountain, but atatisti tbat 
it was 11:59 a*su wben the train reaobod tbo top of tbo bill 
between Bine Slountain and *svelandj tbia m.s tbe last time bo 
locked at bis smfceb end also th® last time tbat be tbougbt 
anything of fcfc© wait order* Patsing Wsnroland bo tsss nutting 
in a fire and overlooked t&e or£er* fbe sngincsaan did not 
ask hia wht.it tiisie it v-t thi?* joints if bo did, be did aot 
bear hia* Ho esti&nteu sho ĵ eed tnrcueb Envoi and to have b^en 
about 2S miles per hour and gaid tbat it waa increased after 
tbe station bao been pm?®'> * Fir mm. Hawkins furtbr stated 
tbat be bad not compared bit- wteb sines it wets laab inspectedj 
tb&t be did not eos?ar« it -"itb anyone at Booasvills and tbat 
bo did not inure -w&otbeT oi* aot ife -m^ correct* 

Conduct ox T301fc, of train fto* M ( ctatod tbat bo 
oosBparad bis watcb witb tbe standard clock at Boonevlll© and 
It was SO seconds alovr* He alao ooanarsd tins witb tbo 
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engiaeiasn and tbe crw?ia«Bia»f3 watoh waa 8 aeeeada faster 
titan his aim* Whan tba eafineaaa wbiatled for tba station 
at Watreland tba flagman oallad ont tbe nanse of tbe station* 
He arose from hia desk, w«nt to fefee roar alatfoytg of tba 
caboose end* after looftia?? at bio watob, told tba flaptan tbat 
it was IS o'aloeK end to giro a proceed signal. At this time 
tbe eaboose waa close to tbe west swtteba So ttetm returned 
to bis d$sk* tbe collision securing a few seoon4& aftorAnrds* 
Be estimated tbe ©pees at tbe tim® to bsv© bean about 3^ stiles 
per hour* Conductor Wolfe fttrtb̂ r stated tbat be ecstasrad bis 
ssBteb witb Snginaaaan Hanejfs t*atob at tbe station &t Wn̂ eland 
about two boura after tb* occurrence of tbe aeeidentj at wbieh 
tiae tfcere was a fliffarena© of fire minutes in tb# tiiae wbile 
that ni$bt tbe en^in©e»nfs ̂ atefe sbowed a alftfcrenae nearly one 
and one-half hours* 

Head Brakeman Sn*rH»i of train We# 93, stated tbet 
b© looked at bis wateb ̂ hen tbo train mm or*r tbe bill bo* 
tweea Blue Mountain ana YfoTreUmd, at ftfeieb time it waa 131B¥ a*m# 
fi© did not loofc at bis watob again as be knew tbeir tiss* «nsuld 
be up before parsing tbe station* m » wateb fea# not bees in** 
speoted a in June on account of bis bavins been off duty, but 
wbea be returned to work be compared it and It was all rl̂ bt* 
Tbia was bis second trip aiue© returning to work* Aftei* tbe 
avoidant be cempered bis mteb with tb̂t of Engineman Mcsey. 
at wbiob time it was 18*03 n*&* At tbis time 8agineaan Baney 
acted as if be aid not know wb&t be was coing* Brakeman Sparks 



farther stated tbat they were talking about tne tiae that eight 
and $n®Jaog£att Bmmt said tbat bin natch sas 0 aiauteo ant of 
tbe «ay* 

?• C* Clouoer, aiddle arafcemsn, atatod tbat ho ̂ aa 
riding la tna eabooee oeming into Waveli&sd* Af&or tbe angina** 
man bad whiatlad, tne rlâ stan called mm the nemo of tbo ata* 
tion* 'fbe conductor aroae and instructed tbo flagman &o give a 
proo««sd signal, saying tbat their »im mould bo up t?h@n thoy 
reaohed tho switch. He further atated that tna locomotive 
paaeed tho station at 13x00 nooa* 

yiag§*aa Mitonsil st ̂ ed that ho gave tho enginozsan 
a proceed signal, having b^en instructed to &o go by tho con* 

aa 
duotor who said that the time w&s up, After tho $oeidenbf/he 
was go lag back to flag, he looked at hie anton when &t the 
station, a abort diet&nc© behind the roar of bla train, and it 
wao 1st 03 p,m. 

Special Officer 3i -iio-iv, wjy* riding in the cabcoa© 
of train He, 9St atated Tibet ip̂ roachlag Wavolana the flâ asn, 
who was riding with hia is ;h© cupola, called out tbo M t e of 
the station* tho conductor, sno una sitting at bis daaie, looked 
at his watch, said tha; it #s,o IS o*elook, that tbo tie* ̂ aa up* 
and to give a proceed dxgn&l* After tho eoHiaion occurred ho 
went to- she forward end of the train* Bo Eaginezaaa Sanoy 
and a&ked bin on& or tiô ticna, but tbo ongiassBsau did not 
mm to snow that we* talking fee hi©* Shortly afterwardo he 
saet Uaginoman Hsscy o&& Conductor Scott walking beeido the train* 



Conductor Wolfe joined them and no heard Conductor Wolf© aek 
Conductor Scott what in tho world ho meant and in reply Conduce 
tor Ooott said that "Tour own engineer earn ho overlooked hia 
wait order.* Conductor Wolfe than replied *Bs&n ltf donvt say 
that, stent" Be thought thia latter remark ms addressed to 
Conductor Scott* Speoi&l Officer Harlow atated that ho than 
continued on hia way and did not hoar any aore of tho conver* 
cation* 

laginemcn McDonald, of extra 1763, atated that ho re­
ceived a clear clock signal at Havana w When pasalng tho sta~ 
tlon he looked at hia tsratch and It woo 11*$$ a*is*, end ha 
floured that ho had tiae enough in which to go to Wiavalaud and 
clear train Ho* 9S by five minutes, aa required by tho snlaa* 
Whan at the top of tho hill, about two miles from Wavalaad, ho 
looked at bis tfntoh and It *m& then 111 48 a*au Ho s tat ad 
that the collision occurred ct about 111 56 a* m*» at which time, 
according to the rules, hia train should have been into clear 
or protected by flag* Ho stated that after the accident Bagino-
men B&ney of train Ho* OS took out bio watch and that they 
bald their watches close together, at vrhich time It was 11$ 557 
a*a, Be did not examine Engineaan Kaaey'a watch to see If It 
eac dastcged, aa tho enginman Ha not oay anything to hia about 
it* Be asked Esglnc&an Kaney what waa tho natter,—if he did 
not have the wait order,---and Bngineman Baney replied that ho 
bad forgotten it* Conductor Scott, of £stra HGfy then casus up 
and they compared mtchoa jgain* It was then 11*36 a* m* 



Tha Conductor also asked m$inosan Haney *bst oae tna matter 
and again he replied that ha had forgotten tho wait order* 
Inginecsan Haney aooffiod to he vary hadly frightened and aaid 
that ho did not know what ho tras talking aoont* 

Fireman Snyder, of extra atated that ho lookod 
at hia w&toh shout four or fivo minutes aftor tho ooourronoo of 
tha aooidont * at wfcioh tfcue it m e 13!01 p*m» SI© %aboh *rae 
then about ono minute faster than tho wstoaoa of tho othoray 

Conductor Scott f of extra 176&, otatod that ho oowr-arod 
hia watch at Biddlo before starting on the trip, at vsfcieh Sim© 
It wee seven eeoouds fact* The o&booee of bla train passed 
Havana,at lie 54 a*m», It thua having SI mluutea in which to 
go to w&veiand end got into olear 5 mlnutea before train IT©* £3 
was duo to leave that point* Whan be lookod at hia watch* 
issued! at ©ly after tho oolllalon* it was lit 99 a*m* He than 
ran to the forward end of the train and eongj&rod watehes with 
Engineman McDonald end it w « tte®n lis56 a.m. So saw Bnginonaa 
Kaney's watch when they eo iB?*red &imet but did not boar the 
engineman any anything «bout. having dassa$o4 it or of bavin*? to 
depend upon to© flreaan*̂  .-atoh. At this tia© tbo angineiaea of 
both trcino were with him and both of them otatod that it was 
11$ 58 a*a*, ̂ biob wa« tho time shown by bio o«n watch* So aloo 
at a bed th&t Euginesan Haney cold bo had overlooked bio orders. 

S, K. Welas, egant and Oforator at W&veland, stated 
tbat he was not on duty at tne time tbo aooidont occurred* Aa 
it «u» Sunday ho had wked the dispatcher abortly after ttoo a*a* 
If be could be accused until 4t00 gum*, and bhi;* request bad been 



granted* Whan be went off duty* bowser, be did not clear 
tba block with tbo opera tore on either aide of bin*, as re­
quired by tbo rules, merely cutting tba telephone and clearing 
tbo block signal* When questioned aa to bow often be ba£ bean 
excused, aa in this ease* aad bad gone off dnty r/itbout clearing 
tbe blook witb tbo operators on cither aide of bin, be replied 
*ftea?ly every Sunday** When ceked why ha did not dear witb 
tbe operators on eitber aide of bisrf bo stated tbat be did not 
fenaw be waa supposed to do so, although bo said tbat when tbo 
operator at Blue Mountain went off dnty that operator would 
notify hiis of 6be fact* 

Agent Weiss further stated tbat at tbe time train 
So* 98 passed "avcloBd he m s In bis bonsa, located about 100 
yar&a froa tbo station* Ho saw tbe train and estimated its speed 
at tbe time to h&ve been from 30 to 3S niles per hour, and stated 
that tba locomotive -w working steeeu 8e board tbe noise of 
tbe ooilleion and asms out of tbe bouse to tbs porch* In a few 
seooadiS ha walked over to tbe station and for a minute or so 
talked about tbe accident ̂ ith a nan -#ho was standing tfeero* tie 
started to go to tbs sosns of tbo accident* then decided to 
notify tbe dispatcher* He estimated tbat at least three or 
four minutes bad sl&paea between tba time of tbs accident and 
tbe time be notified tbo dispatcher* After notifying tbe 31s-
âteber be started toward the wreck* He met Conductor Wolfe 
at the caboose and they started forward* Than they act tbe 
en$in®»an and flrsaan of train So* m and talked with fcbem. 



When the tool house mo reached, 1100 foot fron too station 
tno conductor took ont bis w&teh and aeked tbo 0 4 O N T what time 
bo bad* Agent Weiss replied that It ma l&iOd 9*a* by bio vmtob* 
Later on tbe dispatcher 4eked bin *rhat tine train Mb* 98 passed 
Wavslsnd and bo stated tbat bo did not know, &s bo bed neglected 
to look at bis wateh, and no stated tbat tbe dispatcher broke 
it on tbs wire and told hia tbat it m» 12*01 p*ia* wiwm be re* 
ported tbo occurrence of tbo aaoiasnb* Bo did not bear any of 
tbe neaabsrs of tbe crews talking -about tbe time tbs aeoidant 
occurred* 

On account of Â eat $eis* at Waveland having been 
ezousei, tbe blook stxeendcd from Havana, tbe next station on 
the east, to Bine Mountain t the aaxt station on the west, a 
distance of 10*7 sail̂ s, The next blook station m&t of Blue 
Mountain Magazine. 3*7 olios diet ant, and tbe next was 
Sooneville, s*7 rails® toeyoaa Uc.3E.sine* ?bo operator at Blue 
Mountain, W. A* 31anfcincbip, etated thnb be was at the station 
and on duty when train Ho* 92 pasocd under a clear block at 
11:47 &*&*, according to :>ho at&sion dock* Bo stated tbat be 
*?as sot <&ak©d for the block for train #o» 02, but tbat he ob­
tained tbe blook in advance for that train at 10130 a»au So 
stated that tbo office at Ii&ga<-ine was usually sloaed on Sunday 
corning and that tbe cloak vest; of bis station $ould tben ex­
tend to Boenevilie insta 1,1 of to Magazine* Be bad board tbo 
dispatch r talking with the operator at Boonevillo as to tbe 
time train 8a* M woulu laav© aaa he put this tins 10*10 
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a.D., on his block ebcot so tbo tiso train So, 9£ entered tbe 
block at Sconovllle, oven though bo bail not been asked for tbo 
block by anyone, and &Xm rogurdleaa of tbo foot tbat be ohould 
have blocked with SSagasino Inatoad of aith 3ecnevlllo* Sfcortly 
after tbo tine train $o« mm due to leave Bonneville* accord* 
ing to the tiae they wore called, lOtlO e*&* t be asked the ©par* 
etor at E&vcna, 10*? eiies ea&t of Blue Mountain for the block 
for train Ho* 92 and secured a olo&r block* Bo atated thi.t be 
blocked >lth gcvana because he ccnld not raloo tho ®£©at at 
WaTcland, vsbo had gone off duty without notifying him of tho 
fact* Aa & matter of fact, train Ho* did not leave Boone-
vills, according to tbe block abeot at tbat office and also *o~ 
cording to the train sheet, until 11 is 10 &*&», d2 stiaut®$ after 
Operator Blanklnetip bad obtained the block in advance for thorn* 
It vae sfter lit00 a*a&* ?/hen th? tperator at $&@atinc aek©d him 
for the block for train Bo* 9£* le did not anew on his block 
sheet fchtj tiffin the operator at ttaftaalno a&kod for the block, 
however, living on the oboot the tiso bo bad originally put 
there, 10}10 sfcicb m\z the t£$e ho board the operator 
at Booncvilla aay th&fc train 2fo* 9£ %ttml3 probably loavo that 
point* 0|:»r*'tor Bleaklasnî  stated that if tbe operator at 
Havana h&<! notified bis that oxtra 17© was in tbo block, ho 
would have given a caution oerd to train Ho* 93* Ac it x&s, ho 
did not teac%r tbat the extra TOO in tbe block and otetoi! that bo 
had act been â ked for th* block for fchst train* After the 
aooidont ho talked \iith Conductor Wolfo over tbo teloshen© and 
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stated tbat tbs latter wanted to know what tins bis train 
passed Bins Hountaia* 

9* H* Gtana, tbe agent and operator at Bavana, stated 
tbat be blocked for train STo* 93 at i o t a ? a*m*f witb Bins 
Mountain and tbat tbs train vms reported to bin as being in 
tbo blook at lis 47 a*a# In tbs meantlne* bo stated tbat at 
Hi ss s#n* extra 1763 entered tbs blook at Selloville* tbe first 
station east of E&vasa* and tbat at thia tine bo asked for tbo 
block in advance and someone rspliedi *AU right** stated 
tbat be expected to get tbia block from tbo operator at Sine 
B&ountain bat did not know wfeo gave it to him, as on Senders 
they seldom knew with whoia they were t»orkiBg* So stated tbat 
when asking for the block for e&tra 17®3 bo sbonld have found 
out where train Ho* §g raa but failed to do so* When asked bow 
often be blocked trains in that nantter. bo replied *&ot very 
often} only on Sundays*** Ha reason was advanced by him, how­
ever, as to why be should not .-ork &b© blook on Sundays in 
tbs sane manner as on othsr aayo. Extra 1763, according to 
bis block sheet, passed Havana at 11 iSd a&« under a dear 
block* 

Dispatcher Latham stated tbat when tbo agent at 
Wavoland first notified bin of the occurrence of tbo accident 
it mu a few seconds after is o * clock* 

?he excusing of operators and agents on Sundays is 
in accordance v4th an agreement that as for as possible tele* 
graphers will bo excused on Sundays without re auction in pay, 



•13* 
and that at actions wh©re tba agent to also a telegrapher 
and no other telegraphers '-ire alloyed, tba agent will aot 
be required to work ©ere tban aix hours on Sundays* - f re* 
quired to work mors than six hours* they are to revolve over­
time for tbe servioe so performed* 

This aoeidont was caused by tbe failure of tbe crow 
in charge of train So* 92 to wait at Wsvoland until 18 o'clock 
noon* as required by train Order As* 111* Although the state* 
meats of tbe menbors of tbe grew of train He* as are to tbo ef* 
foot tbat their train did not pass Wavoland before IS? 00 noon, 
the tiae named in tno wait order, tbo fast tbat tbo agent at Wave* 
land notified the dispatcher of the ooenrrsnee of tho aoeidont 
between IBs00 noon and l£i01 p*m«, and tbat 3 or 4 minutes elap­
sed between tbe time of tha aooidont and tbs tins of this notifi­
cation, indicates tbat tbo aoeidont happened at about tbe time 
stated by the crew of extra 1763* tbat is* 11:56 a*m* 

A contributing oause of this aooidont was tbe viola­
tion by the crew of extra 1763 of tbat pert of rule Ho. 87 of 
tbs operating rules which requires tbat extra trains m&% clear 
tbe tiae of opposing regular trains at least 0 minutes* Accord* 
ing to train order So* ill. train So* 9£ sas to have waited at 
Wavoland until 13*oo noon, and therefore* extra 176" should have 
been clear of tbe main traok at ftaveland not later than lis 85 
a.m. According to their ô n statements, however* the collision 
occurred at HsSd a«st# 

Agent Ounn, located at Havana* 1« open to severe censure 



for the acnuer imfcioh be handled tbe block* At 10! a* a»is* 
he grave the block to tbe operator ct Slue Bount&ln for train 
So* 0£f end at about Htm a.m. be aoked for tbe oeme block 
for ertra 173$* making no astampt to rooall tbo block already 
pledged to train Wo* o® and making so attempt to find out where 
tuat train was* So elalsted tbat when bo asked for tbo block 
for extra 1?83, soma one replied "All right*" Tbo identity 
of this p&rty wsts unknora to him and woo not afterwards die* 
covered* 

Operator Blankincnlp, on duty at Bine fountain, la 
also open to cosaure end critloian for tbo lax raanucr in which 
bo handled tbo block* Be heard tbo operator at Seonovlllo inform 
tbo dispatcher that train So* 93 ̂ ould bo ready to leave at 
lot 10 a* ES*, and entered this tlm on bio block aboot aa tbe 
tlao tbat train entered tho block weat of Blue Mountain, al­
though no one had asked him for the block end rogardleeo of 
the fact that he should h&v® blocked with Magazine and not 
with Beenevllio* Whan the op err? tor at Magazine called for 
tbo block for train Ho* 33, after 11*00 a*Eu, bo did not chow 
thin time on tbe block sheet, -is required b tbe rulee, but left 
on tbo sheet tho tim he h 3 first placed there, lOilO a*in* 
Operator Blankiaehip is alao to bo oeneured for obtaining tbo 
block with Sevens* for trsin fto. a& at 10s £9 a*a», * S minutes 
before train Ho* O B left BoOn̂ villo and 1 hour end Id minutes 
before it jj&ê ed Blue Mountain* under rule So* be should 
not have askad for the block until notified that tbe train bad 



entered tbe fclock in tbe rear* «rbiefet in tbia ease* be$an at 
Eagâ ine* 

All of tbe employee© involved were eaperieaoes men, 
*ltb good records, ana none bad been on duty In violation, of 
any of tbe provisions of tbo hours of service law* 

tbs> investigation cf tbis aoeidont revealed tbe fast 
tbat tbe rules &©vernia£ tbs operation of tbe manual block sig-
sal aysten are not obeyed or fully understood by tbe employees 
and tn--t apparently tbsy are not enforced by tbe officials* An 
accident recently Investigated on this same railway, near 
Platte liver* He*, whore tbe rules governing tbe operation of 
tbe a&nuel block ftiinel cyst en were not obeyed by tbe operators 
and contributed to saucing a carious accident under vary sis&lar 
circun@taiutes« In tbe report oovsriag tbs investigation of 
tbat accident It was stated tbat "the block system as operated 
at tbis point is Inefficlanti lâ erperly operated* and fails 
«stlr*ly to aesozâ lish tb© purpose for vbioh tha block system 
ia intended* The iaast methods of block signal operation 
.'laalosed, involving a violation of the aoet primary requisites 
of safety, osn not be tea strongly eon&emned** While not di» 
rectly responsible for the occurrence of tbe accident here under 
Investigation, tbe las methods of block operation shown to have 
existedi y?b»n coupled with the condition #hi©h vac aboum to have 
existed in connection witb tbe Platte Hirer cool dent, raises 
a asrlous queetioa as to whether tbe manual block aystea aa 
operated on this railway can bo depended upon to serve tbe pur-" 



peee for which it is supposed to he intended* The ttannal clock; 
eyctem io utilized by eaay railroad* for tho purpose of prevent* 
log eooldenta olio to the oareleeeneea or forgetfulness of train 
<gapleycee, accidents one to failing properly to protect train*, 
overlooking train orders, running on ohort time* etc*, hat when 
tho ruioo governing ito operation are not obeyed, and in fact 
no oretenoe of ohaying them ia sad© in come oaaea tfcoae charged 
with the enforooBont of thorn rules can not eroa$e their eSura 
of the responsibility, while tho ay$te& ltaolf la rendered al-
scat useless* In previous aocldent investigation reports atten~ 
tlon hao boon called to the app rent lade of propor end adequate 
supervision on sany railroad©, &na to tho aboolnte neoeaaity 
of responsible offiolala knowing that tho mlea are obeyed* 
until tho offiolala tako act ire atepe loofcfng to a proper under-
st«ading and obedience of rules, ana until they &now that tho 
ruleo are understood anci oheyoa, accidents such aa this may he 
erpeeted to occur* 


