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Angunt ’l 1918,
IN RE INVESTIGATION OF A CULLISION WHIOR QOCURRED AT THR
INTERSEGTION OF THE THACKS OF T8 IDANO & VASHINGTON

HORTHERN RAILROAD AND THE SPOKANS & TNLAND MMPINE RAIL-
ROAD AT HoGUIRES, IDAHO, ON JULY 1, 101%,

s

On July 1, 1915, an eleatrip passenger train on the
8poksne & Inland Bmpire Ballrood onllided widh a fraight train
¢n the Idaho & Washinzton Hortbern Hallwgad ot the imberscotion
of the rallroads ad Melaires, Ldaho, whioh resulted in the ime
Jury of 27 paseengers and 7 employees, Aftar Investiz tiom of
this aagidsnt the Chlef of the Division of Jafety mubmits the
following rTeport.

In the vicinity of the aecclident doth rallrosds are
aingle traock. The Spokane & Inlend Duplire iline astands cast
and wext, and the Idahn & W-shington Rerthern sroasen the traok
of the Zpokane & Inland Brpire, at grade, at an angle of about
43 degreesn. Approaching this ervssing from the asst on Zhe
Spokane & Inland Fupire Lraoy, 3he view 1z gmobdbebruated for
ahout 1 nmile, and there i- 5 giw<e of o8 por cent. ascending
woatward. Tralms on both roszn are operated by time tahle
and train order, no bloek syrter bYeing usede The wae of this
orozsing by traine, iz governed by @ gate, loested in the soutb-
eagt apgle fommed by the trooks, asd so sonstmoted that 1t asn
be swuBg aercss the traek of oither road. Nomaslly the gate
is looked seross the treok of the Idabo & Washingbon Rorshers
Raflrend, and trains of thst road ape required to stop and eving
the gete moross the grack of the Spokane & Inland Fpire, befors
uaing the crossing. Trains of the Spoksne & Inlupd Bzpire are )
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not regulired to sbop L7 the gate is st ogalnet the gposing
line and the way 1s seen to be glesr., At night the position
of the gate iz fnijonted by o lamy mounted on & mast on tap
of the gate, This lump displays a greom light %o trainz have
iag the right of way, snd a red light to Strains which are
requirad to stop. At the time of the accldent the weathey
wal oloar mnd the moon was shining.

Idabe & Wezhington Rorthern freight extra, consist-
ipz of engine SE23 aud 27 loaded apd B emphy ouvn, en roube
from Spirdt Leke, Idahe, t¢ Mubulree, ITiaho, wus in ehsrge of
Condnotor Helszer and Tnglnemen ¥evvin, and arrived at Ho~
Guirss ' bout 11.186 pels. The Srolin sbopped befors the englne
reucked bhe crossing, =8 a brabamay wond chead, unlocked the
gate and changed ite popition o =top t¥alos On the Suckune &
ITolsnd Explere Builrond, The trein €hen started end wsa pasg~
ing over the oposning =% & apeed of asbonrt 4 riles per hour when
it wan struck bobween the osighteenth and nineteenth anps by
wastbound passenger extya 343 om the Spokane & Inlond Zhpire
Rallroed.

Spokane & Inlzand Dmplre omstbouwnd pansenger extrsa,
sonsisting of modor-passenger anr 4% snd ome drziler carrying
a party of "Pratornal Order of Eaglaa®™ en moute from Coeur de
Alene, Idaho, to Spolkane, YWoshs, in charge of Conduator Henry
and Motorman MoDevist, lorft Coeur de Alems, 10 miles gast of
¥ofuires, about L1.18 peme and while rumning at a speed of
about 25 miles per hour eollided about 11.3% peme with Idaho
& Washington Worbhern freight exsya 5823 g 1% was passing over
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the interaasotion of the tracks at HeGuires.

When tho Sraln ocame $0 a stop, the forwerd snd of
the molor aor way 8 or 7 fest west of the orosaings The
foree of the solilialon pushed Swo vars loaded with oument, from
the rails of the Idaho & Weshington Worthern track, snd they
game to reat ab rlabt angles with the eleotria wroeck. Hotoy
ear 43 and the traller were deralled and Both were Wudly dem-
sgeds ZTach of Ohe electrie ourz was relaforsed with 4 shudl
floor beomws <xbending the enbire lesgtd of the eary The fuot
that the aceldent didq mot result mors seriously, is undoubted-
17 Aue 6 uhe pressioe af Llese buamu,

Coudussoyr Helazur 0F eéxtra 5DAI stuted that his train
arrived % Holulies aboul 11218 o 1le20 paits Damediavely
upon arvival, the Dead brakeman wont forwmrd to open bthe orosse
ing gate, ani aflexr the gnts bad buen placed acrons Lhe Spokane
& Inlapd Dmpdre teuck he wotiuew Lhat the slgoeal lawy w08 burhe
i0g. 4% the tlue of the sepi.onl s wap ufanding on the o, posite
pldde of his tredn und oid nobt 3Iss or Besy the eleatrle train
approschdng, He stated that on ons geussion, sbout three munthe
ege he found Hhis signsl 1i.ht extinguished.

Foglnewan Marvin of oxtra BDAL stated that hse notloded
that She signal lamy on the gate at Mobulres wae hurning =hen
Prukasan Heok tarued the g bve Bo satimates that from 4 to &
admGes vlapses frum (e Llme the gate wns tuynesd until the
eollisfion coourrved, He loes not reeall ever having found 3he

slanul l1ight om this gate sxtingulzheds )
Flraman Botherobaugh of extra 5823 atatwd that he
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saw the light turaing on the gate afger 1t wraz thrown foroass
the Inland BEmplre brack by Srakeman Hook, and thab he saw the
approaching slectrle train anx 1t came sround the onrve at Pout
Palla, (1.8 miles ewst of MoOuires) aud at thet $ime the head-
1izht wea burning brightly. He also stated that he aaw a
brakemean o top of his train swingimg a stor signal #ith a
lantern to the alestyle treln am 3% appreached, bud that Lta
speed 414 not soem %o #locken wutll Just befarse the eollision
goctirred, Fireman Mothershaugh sald that during the last year
he racalls having found this signal light extingulshed on thres
or four gccasions.

Brakemon Hock of exbra 5823 stated that uptn arrival
of bls traln at MoGuires, he gobt off the snglne, went 2o the
gate and gh nged its position, plaeing it woross the track of
the Inland Bupire road and ab that time the algmal luasmyp was
burnings

Brakeman Holtz of extra 3513 atated theb aw Mo traln
wne pulling esross the oroeding at MeSuires, he wes riding en
tho ferward steps of the ¢ boors snd gron looking eastward Ra
pavw the eleotric train approaching abeut o mile distant. ¥Yhen
the Syain got within avout 12 o=y lengbhs of $he arvasiag, he
gwang & stop signal to the olootric traln with his lomtorn btut
it 413 vot appeny to be heeded, He sstimates the spesd of
the slectrle train o havs been 28 or 30 miles peor hour oa 13
arproached the arossing.

Brakeman Johureh of extrs UEEZ atated Ghat abt the
time of the zeoident he wan ding on She seeond osr from the
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angino. He first saw the hesdliight of the eleotrie train when
it wes about one nile away and at that time he thought L% waz
an automobile, tud as Lt ceme nearer it grew bLrightier and he
da0fdod that 1t wap an eleotria traims A8 Lt epproached he
locked aver the side of hiz tyain at the afgnal 1light on the
gate and saw that 1% was burning. BHe estimstes the apesd of
the e¢lectrio 3rain o have beon aboul 40 or 40 miles per hour.
lotorman HoDavitt of oxtra 42 stated that 2 -proaching
the erossing, Ma train was puaning a8 a apeed of about 35
wilss per hours Ho was looking for the aignal 1ight on the
orosaing gate bubt 31d pot see it. When withinm 400 or %00
fook of the oroselng his headlizht revesled s Syain on the
Isako & Washipgton Northern track, Be ilmmedlately arplied
the apergeney Yraks ub was unable to stop in time $0 prevent
the collislen, At the Sime of the aceident, he estimates
the apeed of his tralsm to have Beeon 28 wilse por hour, He
etatsd that bBls train '=n enul peld +1th a combimailon electrlo
and automatie brake ame thrt the nrakes om $thils soonsion were
in good working order. In his opinfow a $wo ear fraipn run-
ming at a speed of 35 =il s per nour would reguire 500 or %00
feet in which %o atop. Wiih referomee te hls view approach-
ing the puint of acoident he stated ghat ke headlight of hisa
motor was in pretty zood order and that with 1t, odbstruotions
eould be seem 500 ar 400 feet Jlstuapt. He stated that under or-
dinary sonditions She rod Lizkt on the erossing gate ean be seen

about helf a mile But when the grees ilght 1ls diaplaymd, 1t
sannot be geen until nearly un to the gate. He ptated that -
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Tlots of timee™ he has found the signal Xamp on this gate
extinguished apd he has found 1t in this comdlition at leant
tve ar three times cinee Maroh of this year, He is positive
that at the time of the acoidont no lighé was dlsplayed.
Eotornan HoDevitt atatod that when his train left Coeur 4¢
Alene & yardmaster and thres or four other persons were in the
wotormants sompartment with Mim, but thsd thiees or four mioutes
after loaviug, ell orxcepd he and the yardmastsy returned te
the baggage ears Be stated that he was not conversing with
the yardmsster ot the time of the soeldent, Wt that he may
have exobanged a fow words with hin after leaving Pout Fallse
Be sztated Shat under the »uless e should bave alowed Jdown
approaching the orossing and ascerbaiped if the crogssing waes
gcoupiled But in this instance ha d1d not 40 s0 ar he did wot
gee any lights as he spprosched,

Conductor Henry of gxtys 43 stated that Just alfter
leaving Posé Fallse, he s-w the yarduaster and two or three
passengsors in the compartment with the motorman. He stoted
that when hip frain wes wlthin 406 or 500 feet of the orossing,
o felt the arplieation of the brakes and he looked ahesd tmb
eould see nothing. EBa dces mot helieve thad te ocould have
seen the signel light 4if 1t liad boen buraing, Be statad shat
in several instanges he has found this sigkel light sxiinzuished
and on one coceasion he found the light exbinguished and the gate
swung seroog the slsetrie track. In that imstance his train

was Brought to a stop wishin 8 faet of the gates
Brakeman Stembler of extra 43 stated that ap roaching
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Yelulirea Me was ptanding in the fromt vestidule of the
trailer, The I{ret iatimstion whioh he recelved of the ime-
ponding acoldent was the appliostion of the birakes about BOO
fest from the eyossing, He oatinmates the speed of his $rain
at that time to have Deen 40 or 45 miles par hour and in hias
opinion the speed of the Syraln woes not materially reduosd be
fore the asoident occurrods _

We 7s Durdick, a motormen emploged by the Epokans
& Inland Enplrs Raliroad, otated that he Rae deen running
over the servitory whors the acoident oscurxed, sinee the
rirat of Juse and sithin the lest momth he has found the sig-
nal 1ight on the zote at MoGulres extinguished four or five
times, ot in ¢ach instanse falled to rapprt 1t

Zeotionuan Medlay, wbko fo an exzployse of the Spokane
& Inlond Baplre Rallroad, stuted Shat he has ocomslon to ;ass
sver the seotion of track whore the aceident oueurved 2 or J
nights sach week, mnd on seve-z2l sccazions has found the sig-
pal liaht en the arossing gats ab HoGuiree extlinguished, BHe
#tated fhat wt the tlme of the ooelident he wea Just vwezt of
the arossiag and he is positive thut the siguel lenp wis nod
Bursing.

Seation Poreman Helpon, eamploysd by ths Idoho &
Vashington Yorthern Rallroad, and who has charge of the asignal
lemp ad MoGulres srosaing, ~tatod that the sigasl lemp at the
paint of accident §s =cul-pol +18h = lomg time bBurner apd that

on thie Jaturday prior ¢ the accident he persenally poured
out the oll from thius lamp and clesned amd yefilled it. Be
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stebed that within the last Swo years Do has found this sig-
nol lawp extinguished sprroximately ¢ timen.

Thiep acgldent was osusned by the fallure of Hotorman
MeDhevitt properly to oontrol the gpeed of his trais approsohing
the orossing at MoGuires, and to know the position of Lihe gade
governing the nae of the orpazings

Ganeral Rule 184 {a) and sime teble rule 1V of the
Spokane & Inland Expire Rallroad read 1n part ea followg:

164,{a). All Srains must appreach bermipals,

the enda of double traoka, funetvienz, raile

road arossingse at grade, 5rawtrldaea and

tunnels, »repared to stop, and must not pIQe

oeod nnE swvitohen or 8 are sean to be

right, or the trock sesn 30 be glear.

19. The noymal posidion of the gates will Be

against tie oupos 1ines, All trains must ape

proach Shese orossipgs prepared to stop unless

the way 1s gesen o be elesr, and the gates sob

rgainst the opposing ilnes, in whioh sans 1t will

net be nscosnary %o make tﬁa usual arcezlng sLop.
Under these mules Hotormen Helevitt sheald have approsohed
the oresaing at HoGulres at suoh & apeed $hat be aguld have
stoyped hie train olear of the orcasing had She slgnals been
so% against him or had the orossing besn dbstraochels

T' e preponderence of svidenoce is %o the aflect that
the siznzl lump on She orossing geate waz burning at the time
of the accldent. Rowever, in the event of no lighd deing
vigible a? olalmsd by Hotoman MeDewlit, he should have been

gorvernad by Jensral Eule 140, whloh readss

A migael imperfestly ddeplayed, or the absonee

of & signal at o place where = algnel in ueally
ghown, mist he Togsrded ns & stop signal snd -
the faet raporded %o fHhe Superintendent.
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This male reculrsd Sthat had no aignsl desp visidle to Motor-
men HoDevitt, he shouls have troeated 3t 48 a &stop signal and
brought hia brain ¢ a atop hefare reaghing the orussing.
Acoording to his own atatament Le had found the light on $his
slgnul extingulshed severrl times and sxperience sbould have
prom;ted him %o approach it expeoting o Tind no light bhurning.
Bis stotement indiczates that under ordinary conditions the
green llght wae aot visible until quite near the signal, and
at the aspeed he was mnoinz 1t woulsd Pequire B0 or IBD feet
in which to bring Wis teain to & gbop. Hothwithetending Bhis,
he allowed iz train te proceed Lo =ithin 400 or 200 faet of
the ergzaing at a speed of 36 miles pear hour without kaowing
the positlion of the aignal.
Speglal Bullesin Ho. 40 re-issued Famuury i, 19186 rosdas
&3 followas
Trfeotive at onoe no person exsepd Sthe mobormen
will e permitted te 2lie in ths mobor aad of
any train betveen she btornminal station angd Inlanmd
Junoets, A% all unpuilorised persons Are piGe
hibitaé from »idlng 4n the mator oad at other
points on the lins. Hotormen will be hsld vo-
sponsible for o sorich obasrvauce of these ine
phruntions.
Hotormen MoDavitt alac wiclated these instructions, by per-
mitting an wnaathorivyed person Su oomipy the motorman'e gume
partment with him. The crezenogs of mueh & person msy hsve
sontyituted to blp Pailur-~ o ohaerve the position of the orosu-

ing gate and to bave hi: crmin under proper oomtrol approsehing

the arousing.
There 13 0o sxouss for such dereliotion of auey sas -
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was exhiblted By Motorman McDeviit Im this inctance and aa
long &z employeas dlsregard rules and regulations that are
provided for thelr safoty and protesbtlion, asoidents such as
todz will coxtimie Lo ooout.

Yerdmactor Donohue 18 subject to ordticlmm in come
dagtion with thls aceldent, in that ke viaolabed special fn-
strustione whiloh were pyomulzated for the expreoss purose of
promoting safedy, when Lo allowed hlmself to cocury the motere
=ants somporbmens, aui theveby orested a copdidios which mould
tend to invite Motorman MoDevittts attenticn maway frem bhis duty,

The matier of areating a sendision which i ept to
&lstrant the astantion of mny enployve ohargsd with the ime
yorbunt duly of keepisgz look out, iz cne of vital importanoe
#nd all rules gesigned o yrevent sueh aoourvences should de
riglily exforsed.

This {nvessigetion &lz0loses that the method employed
by the Spokene & Ialand Fopire and the Idaho & Washington Nore
thern pallroads %c contyol the use of the grate orossing atb
Kotudress by traing, is isedecuate and does neb afferd proper
PYpSeotion.

Any xule that permita a twrain o approach & railroad
erossing at grade, erxpeating to bo glven the right of way and
not belng vequired to atop 1f the twmck 1s found 6o be glenr,
i3 an jovitation for employooa in charze of trains, to anprocal
sush orossings st speed, ezpeoiing o flud the orossing olear,

and ocennct help but result im dfsaster, sm ie¢ evidenced by this
agcliont.,
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The gafety of the fraveling putlio would sews S0
roqulze tho ilmsvallation of Gerails properly eontrolied by
inverleaking meohsnism, on each railycsd at this crecalng.

In several sbutes, laws have besn eneoded whioh
retuize, that iB the abrenos of dorails and interlocking,
nl) trnins shell ocome o & stop before passing over & raile
roud eruscing at grades. While such & vregulabtlou does not
afford absolute protection sguinst ascidents o thls ¢harsater,
if properiy obesrved, it furslehes e higher dsgree of safedly
than the present roegulutionn zoverning the yse of this oross-
inz, and wotll suekh time as derails and interlocking are in-
gtalled, all trains should be brought to & stop belors passe
ing over thi:x orosafng.

Kotornas Molsvitt Lus had 8 years® experience as
gotoraan with thls sompamy and 2t the tine of the aooident had

been on duty § hours sad 18 zimdes.



