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0& JTuly 1* 1913* an eleotrie pssessgor tmin en tbo 
Spokane & Inland Empire Hail road oolliaed with a freight train 
on tn© Idaho ft faabin̂ ton ftortbom Railroad at tbo intersection 
of tna railroads at yeQuire®, Idaho* whioh resulted in tna in* 
Jury of 87 passenger® and 7 employees* After Investigation of 
this oldest tbo Cfalof of tho Division of Safety suhisit® tbe 
following report* 

In tbe vioinity of tbe aooidont both railroads are 
single traofc* Tbo Spokane & Inland Sagire lino extends *ast 
and west, and the Idaho & Washington northern srooima tbo traok 
of tbe Spokane & Inland Kspire, at $r&do. at an angle of about 
43 degrees* Approaching tbis Grossing frojfi tbo east on tbo 
Spokane & Inland Sfeipire trao^, tsh® view la UHObetruoted for 
about 1 nil®, and there i i srwie of *0 nor oont* aseending 
westward* Trains on &©tb ro.̂  :*« - ire operated by tisie table 
and train order* m uioofe aystm being used* Tbe use of tbis 
orossing by trains* is goTsrneu by a gate* loosted in tbo south­
east angle fomed by the tnofra, and so ooaatruotod that It son 
bo m*ung serosa tho tr»e£ of either road* fforaally tbo goto 
la looked serosa the tr&oh of tbo Idaho k Washington Northern 
Bailread* and trains of tn^t road are rô ulrad to stop m& m$ln$ 

tho gate across the OraoK of the Spo&ane & Inland S^pire* before 
using tho orosalus* Trains of the Spokane 0 Inl&od Aspire are 



**8*> 

not rep&rcd to stop if tbe gate ia set against tba ̂ posing 
litis and tha vray is seen to bo dear* At nl$ht tbe position 
of tao gate is indicated by a lamp nounted on a aasfc on top 
of tbo sate* M s laa$ displays a groan light to trains bar* 
lag the sight of mft and a red light to trains whioh are 
required to stop* At the tins of the accident the wa&ther 
was clear and tho maoa vras shining* 

Idaho 4 Washington northern freight cstra, consist-
Ins of engine and 3? loaded and 8 enpty earn, en ronte 
froM Spirit £a&% Idaho, to KtiSairee, Idaho* was is charge of 
Conductor Uslnsar and l&giae$sn Marvin* and arrived at Mo* 
Gulraa bout 11c 10 Tho train stopped before the engine 
reached th& croî lng, ana a hrafcosjan wnt ahead, unlocked tho 
gatfc and changed ite? position to stop tfaina on th© Spokane & 
Inland Sŝ iro Bailaroad* Th« train then started and waa pass­
ing over the crossing at a spaed of about 4 nilaa per hour whan 
It was struck bot̂ son tho eighteenth and nineteenth oars by 
isastbouad passeng&r extra 43 on tho Spokane &. Inland Srapir© 
Railroad* 

Spokane & Inland Stepire outbound pa3*eag©r extra, 
consisting of notor-paaseagor oar 43 and one trailer carrying 
a p&rty of "fraternal Order of S&glcs" on route from Goour do 
Alone* Idaho| to Spokane* Wash** ia charge of Conductor Henry 
and Motoraan Hotmrl%tt left Co ear do Alans, 10 miles m&t of 
McSuirss, about 11*10 p*st* and tfhll® running at a speed of 
about 33 alias p@r hour collided about U*3S p*n« with Idaho 
4 Washington northern freight extra 588$ -a it was parsing over 



tbo interaction of the traQ&fl at MoOu!res* 
When tbo train oaiae to a atop* tbo forward and of 

tbo mto? mr «ao a or 7 foot west of tbo Grossing* Tbo 
fore© of tbo ooUioioa pushed sw oar a loaded with oement, from 
tbo rails of tbo Idaho & Washington Harthem traok, and they 
oasa© to root at right envies with tbo oleotrio trao&» Motor 
oar 43 ana tho trailer ware derailed and both were b&dly 4am-
aged* Saab of too ©atria o*«ro mm reinforeod with 4 stool 
floor bosaas ̂ ©oaing; sha enfclro length of tbo o»r« The fast 
that tho aoaiâ nt did not result mm seriously, io undoubted­
ly due to uhti p¥&®ma® of fch©&e beasas* 

Conductor Heiuaur of extra 5&£3 stated that his train 
arrive at £goOuî e*» about* 11*1S or 11,SO Basaedlasely 
upon arrival* tho aaaa brakaaan wsat fonmra to open the cross-
lug g&to* and aft<̂ r "she gate feu bû a plaood aeroes the Spokane 
& Inland Imp ire tr&oi; w uotJcou. t k * tha signal lm^ burn* 
ln@* At tho tis*© of th© 6iooiwOni. ha w&o ut&ndiug en the o.poolt 
side of bis train and uia not 3©« or near tbo oleotrio train 
approaching* Ho atated that on one oee&sion* about three aonths 
ago Us found this signal lî ht extinguished* 

F,aginefitan Marvin of & t m stated that bo not load 
that tho signal laap on tha gate at KoOuiraa uno burning wnon 
Brt.kta&an Hook tura&a tho ty &o* lie estimate© tbat from 4 to 6 
iainnt&s &L&p&£a from th** î îa gate was turned until tho 
eoiliŝ ioa ooaurrea* Ha ; O « G aot reoall ever having fouua the 
signal light on this gate oxtlaguished* 

Flreffiau Blothersbaugfe of astro 9583 statwd that he 



saw the light burning oa tao goto after it waa thrown serosa 
the Inland Sapira traok by Sraleoman Hook, ana tbat bo saw tho 
approaching electric train as it cans around tho ourva at foot 
Fails, (1,3 miles e^st of &o3uiroo) and at that time tho head­
light waa burning brightly. Bo also stated that ho saw a 
brakeman on top of his train swinging a stop signal adth a 
lantern to tho alestrio train as it approached, but that its 
speed did not seem to slaslton until just before the G O ill a Ion 
occurred* Fireman Motherabaugh said that during tha last year 
he recalls having found this signal light extinguished on threa 
or four occasions* 

Bra&esaan Book of extra 3523 stated that upon arrival 
Of his train at MoOuirea, ha got off tho engine, went feo the 
gats and oh aged its position, placing It across the traok of 
the Inland Etepir© road and at that time tho algnal Imp was 
burning* 

Brakemn Bolts of oatra stated thsfe m hie train 
m& pulling acroaa the crossing at MoOuirea, ho *e« rising on 
the forward stops of the ĉ booas and upon loofcing castmrs ha 
saw the electric train approaching shout a nils distant* When 
tho train got within about is oar lengths of the creasing, ho 
av-rong a stop signal to tho olootrio train with hia 1 ant am but 
it did not appear to be heeded* He sstinatos the speed of 
ths electric train to have been 25 or 30 miles per hour aa it 
approached the creasing* 

Brakeman 3church of extra ̂ S23 stated that at th* 
time of the accident he riding on tho ascend car from the 



engine* 80 first saw the bo&dllght af the oleotrio train whan 
it was about on© alio amy ana at tbat time bo tbought it was 
an autonohllo, but as it OOJSO nearer it grow brighter and no 
dooldod tbat it was an olootrlo train* As it approached bo 
looked over tna aide of bis train at tbo signal light on tbe 
gat© and saw that It w burning* Eo estimates the speed Of 
tbo oleotrio train to bare boon about 40 or 43 alios per bour* 

SSSotozroan HoOsvitt of ©ztra 43 stated that a proaohlog 
the erossing, hia train was running at a ŝ eed of about 35 
ailes par bour* Bo mtt looking for tbo signal light on tbo 
eroaalng sate but did not so© it* Whan within 403 or 500 
foot of tbo eroding hia headlight roroalod a train on tbo 
Idaho & W&shin&ton Northern traofc* So issaediately a rolled 
tho anergeney brafee hut *«s unable to atop In time to prevent 
tbo collision* At the blate of tho oooident, be estimates 
tbo spaed of his train to haw been 2$ olios par hour* 8s 
atated that his train '*» n e«ul pel îtb a combination eleotrio 
and automatic brafce one thit the crakes on thia oeoaslon î ere 
in good wording orler. ta his opinion a t̂ o oar train run­
ning at a speed of 38 ail -« par hour would require 600 or 900 
feet in whioh to stop* "'iUi refereao© to bio view a$proaoh* 
ins tbo $oint of acolde-nt he stated tbat tbo headlight of bis 
fflstor was in pretty good order and tbat with it, ob̂ truotlona 
oould bo soon SSQ or doo feet distant* Ho stated that under or­
dinary oondltions the red light on tbo arousing gate sen be seen 
about half a mile but ̂ hsn th© green light is displayed, it 
eanoot bo seen until nearly u» to tne gate* Bo stated that 



*lota of times* he baa found tne signal la$$ on tbis gate 
extinguished and bo baa found it in this oondition at le&at 
two or three times sinoe Harsh of this year* Ie is positive 
tbat at tho time of tbo aooidont no light was displayed* 
Eoftorman MsBovitt atated that when bio train loft So cur &* 
Alono a yardffiaotar and three or four other persons **ere in tbo 
3%otonsan*a oowartmont with his:* but tb$t three or four minutes 
aftor leaving, all oxooot bo and tbo yar&a&ster returned to 
tho baggage oar. Ho stated tbat bo was not ssnvor&ing with 
tho yaramaat&r at tho time of the aooidont, but that h® my 
have ©xobaa&ed a few wrdu with his after leaving Post Falls* 
He stated that undor tbo rules bo should have sloped tfown 
approaching libs oroasing and aooexrtainoja' if tbo crossing ?msa 

occupied but in this in̂ tanoo bo did not do so as bo did not 
see any lights as ho approached* 

Conductor Senry of extra 43 stated that just after 
leaving Post falls, be tbo yardmaater and two or three 
passengers in the eonoart&ent with tbo motor&an* Ha atated 
that when his train me within 400 or ©00 f©ot of tho grossing, 
ho folt tbo application of tho bra&ess and ho looked ahead but 
oeuld see nothing* la does not bollove tbat bo oould have 
seen tho signal light if It bad bean burning* no stated that 
in several instances he baa found this signal light extinguished 
and on one oooaoion ha found tbo light extinguished and the gate 
ooung aoross tho oleotrio track* In tbat In&tanoe his train 
was brought to a stop within 8 foot of tbo gats* 

Brafcasasn Stasblt&r of extra 43 stated that ap.>roaohing 



i£oGuiroa ho m% Ktaa&lag in the front vestibule of tbo 
trailer* tbo first intimation whieh bo rsoelrod of tbo im-
pending accident tras tho application of tbo broken about 500 
foot from tho crossing* Ho ostiiaatoo tbo opeod of bis train 
at that tizae to bare bean 40 or 4S stiles par bour and in hia 
opinion tbo speed of the train wmo not materially reduood be­
fore tho aooidont occurred* 

W* £* Burdick. a laotoraan employed by tbo Spokane 
4 Inland Bapire Sail road, stated tbat ha baa boon running 
over the territory whor® tho aooidont occurred, ainoe tho 
first of June and fithln tbo lust south bo has found th& ai<g« 
nal light on the at KoGuires extinguished four or five 
times* but in each inssfcaneo failed to report it* 

Sootionoan Hedlay* vho ia an employee of the Spokane 
ft Inland Empire Hailroa??.* stated that he has occasion to ; ass 
over the aeation of tra&x a-here tha aooidont occurred 2 or 3 
nights oaoh w$efc# ttnd on seve"-*l occasions baa found the sis-* 
nal lî ht on tbe crossing jjnte at, MaOuireo oztinguishod* He 
stated that at the blm® of the aoei&eat ho m s Just wmb of 
tho crossing and he positive that tbo algpal laap WAS not 
burning* 

Soot ion foreman Moloon, employed by tbo Idaho & 
Washington Northern Railroad* and who has charge of the signal 
lajap at MoCSuir®̂  erost&i&g, ."tat̂ d that; tho signal Imp at tho 
polat of aoeidont i* ecui 'pe-i Hth a long time burner and that 
on tho anturday prior to tha accident ho personally poured 
out tha oil from tbit* la&p and cleaned ann refilled it- Bo 
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stated that within fch® last two years no has found IMs sig­
nal lesAp extinguished approximately d ttaes* 

This accident wa« caused by tbo fallux** of Motomsn 
MeBevltt properly to control tbo spsed of bio train approaching 
tbo crossing at HoGuires, and to know tbo position of &na sat® 
governing tbo uao of tbo grossing* 

Ganeral Bule 164 (a) and time tablo rule 19 of tne 
Spokane & Inland mpir® Boilroad rood in part as follow; 

10-4*(a)• All trains mast approach terminals* tbe snda of dcuhle traehat junctions, rail* road crossings at grade, drawbridges end tunnels, prepared to stop, and tsm% sot pro» oeed until switches or signals are soon to bo right, or tho traok soon to be clear* 
19* The nonaal position of the gates will bo against tLs opposing lines* All trains ssuat ap* proaoh thsso crossings prepared to stop unless tho way is seen to so eloar, and tho gat@& set against the opposing lines* In whioh oaao it will not bs necessary to males tho usual eroaislng &top* 

Under those rules Mo toman &e£)evitt should haw appro&ohad 
tbe crossing at BScGulres at such a apood that b© could have 
stopped his train clear of the creasing had the signals been 
set against him or had the crossing been obstruct®d# 

o prapoasareaoe of evidence is to tho effect that 
the signal la&p on the crossing gats waa burning at the tine 
of tho accident* However, In the event of no light being 
visible as claimed by Ho to man McSavitti he should have boon 
governed by Oeaaral Suia 140, which reads* 

A signal imperfectly displayed, or the absence 
of a signal at a place where a signal in usually 
shown, nu#t be regarded as o atop signal and 
the fact reported to tho Superintendent* 



*»fllk* 
Thia rule required that had no signal bean visible to Motor-
man HoDovitt, ha should have treated it no a atop signal and 

( brought hia train to a stop before reaching the crossing* 
According to bis own statement bo bad found tbo light on thia 
signal extinguished sever?/! times and aŝ erionoo should have 
jsrojfljt&d his to approach it cxpeetiag to find no light burning. 
His statement indicates that under ordinary conditions tbo 
green light me not visible until <quite near tbo signal* and 
st tho speed ho ma running it waid require 600 or £G0 foot 
in which to bring his train to a stop* 80thi?ith»t»n&i&s this, 
he allowed hia train to proceed to rtt&in 400 or 5500 foot of 
tho erassing at a speed of 56 mll%n per hour without knowing 
tha position of tho signal* 

Special Sulletin So* 4a re-iseued January l t 1916 reads 
as follows! 

ESTeotlvo at once no person exoopt tbo motornmn will ho pemitt®^ to ri'lo in tbo motor dab of any train between she terminal station and Inland dnnct** an3 all unauthorised persons «ro #ro~ hibited from riding in tho motor cab at other points on the lino. Mot omen will bo hold re­sponsible far a scries obô rvnnoo of those la* 
structloBS* 

Motonaeu MoDovitt «1JO viola tod theon instructions, by per­
mitting an unauthorised pa»asn Co occupy tho notor&an'a com* 
partmeat «dth hiss, thm presence of oueh a person &ay novo 
contributed to his failure %a observe the position of tha cross­
ing gmte and to have hi* srsin und©r ̂ rô er control approaching 
tho crossing* 

fhere is so exoufto for such dereliction of duty aa 



was exhibited by Motonaan McBovitt in thia instance and aa 
long aa eâ loyeas dlaroiard miss and regulations that arc 
provided for their safety and protection, accidents such as 
this villi continue to occur* 

fardmastar Donehue is subject to criticism in con* 
nsotion ̂ ith this accident* in that ho violated special in* 
structioas which wore promulgated for the express purpose of 
promoting safety, whoa ho allowed Massif to occupy tho Victor* 
aan*s compartment, an;i thereby created a condition finish would 
tend to invite SSotorsan HcU©vi«t*s attention away from his duty* 

$h$ saattsy of creating a condition whioh is apt to 
dî trtnot tho attention of any en̂ loyso charged with tho im­
portant outy of Keeping loofe out, is ono of vital importance 
and all ruloa sswiansd to i>r®vsnt auoh ooearronoos should bo 
rigiuly enforces* 

Tbtt* lavofftii@&tlon discloses that tho asothod employed 
by tho spo&ano h Inland Sapiro and the Idaho & Washington Nor­
thern railroads to control tho use of the grata crossing at 
MoQulrec by trains* is iaa4ô uata and doss not afford proper 
protection* 

Any rule that permits a train to approach a railroad 
crossing at gr«ue, espsetiag to ho given tho right of way and 
not being required to atop if tho trade is found to bo clear, 
is an invitation for employees in charge of trains, to approach 
such ore&sings at speed, expecting to find tho crossing clear* 
and cannot help but result in disaater, as ia evidenced by this 
aoaiacnt* 



safety of tho traveling public would aeea to 
rê uiro tho installation of doraUo properly controlled hy 
interlocking aeoh&uim* on oaoh railroad at thi© orOisaing# 

Xn several otctteo, l&s® bare boon enacted which 
require* that in tho «b®enoa of derails and Interlocking! 
all trains shell ooso to a stop before passing over a rail* 
road creating at grade* While snob a regulation dooo not 
afford absolute protection against aooidoata of thia character, 
if properly observed* it furnishes a higher degree of safety 
than tbo present relations scvoraln« tbo uao of thia cross* 
tag* and until such time as derails and interlocking are in~ 
otsllod* all trains should bo brought to a stop before pass* 
ing over thia crossing* 

Motor&an Hog&vitt m& had S yoara* experience m 
asator&an with this company and tho time of tbo accident bad 
boon on duty & hours and IS alnuteo* 


