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September 8, 1 9 2 2 . 

To t h e Commiss ion; 

On August 1 7 , 1922. t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t o f a 
p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l R a i l w a y near E l w o o d , 
N . Y . , which r e s u l t e d m t h e i n j u r y o f 21 p a s s e n g e r s . 
The i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s a c c i d e n t w a s made in c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h t h e P u b l i c S e r v i c e Commission o f New Y o r k , Second 
D i s t r i c t . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i a e n t o c c u r r e d on t h e B u f f a l o and H i agar a 
F a l l s High Speed D i v i s i o n , a d o u b l e - t r a c k e l e c t r i c l i n e 
e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n Main and E r i e S t a t i o n and T e r m i n a l S t a t i o n , 
a d i s t a n c e o f 17 .84 m i l e s , o v e r which t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d 
by t i m e - t a b l e , no b l o c k sys tem b e i n g i n u s e . The a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d about 1 m i l e n o r t h o f E l w o o d ; app roach ing t h i s 
p o i n t from t n e south t h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r more than 1 
m i l e , and f o r most o f t h i s d i s t a n c e t h e g r a d e i s p r a c t i c a l l y 
l e v e l . The t r a c k i s l a i d w i t h 85-pound r a i l s . , f rom 55 t o 
60 f e e t m l e n g t h , w i t h f rom 28 t o 32 hardwood t i e s t o the 
r a i l - l e n g t h , s i n g l e - s p i k e d , and b a l l a s t e d w i t h s l a g . The 
g e n e r a l ma in t enance o f t h e t r a c k was g o o d . The w e a t h e r was 
c l e a r at t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d a t about 
1 1 . 0 5 p . m. D e s c r i p t i o n . 

The t r a m i n v o l v e d was a nor thbound e x t r a 
p a s s e n g e r t r a i n c o n s i s t i n g o f 3 p a s s e n g e r c a r s , c o u p l e d , 
m c h a r g e o f Motorman Mason and C o n d u c t o r s B o o t h , Apo thake r 
and Jarman. A f t e r r e c e i v i n g p a s s e n g e r s a t t h e New Y o r k 
C e n t r a l S t a t i o n , i t p r b c e e d e d f r o m the c i t y s t a t i o n t o Main 
and E r i e S t a t i o n , t h e j u n c t i o n o f t h e c i t y l i n e w i t h t h e 
h i g h speed l i n e , a r r i v i n g t h e r e a t about 10 .56 p . m. 
Conduc to r Booth e n d e a v o r e d t o c a l l t h e d i s p a t c h e r on t h e 
t e l e p h o n e f o r t h e pu rpose o f r e p o r t i n g h i s t r a m , but a f t e r 
t w o o r t h r e e u n s u c c e s s f u l a t t e m p t s d e p a r t e d w i t h o u t h a v i n g 
done s o , h i s f a i l u r e t o r e p o r t h i s t r a i n n o t a f f e c t i n g i t s 
r i g h t t o p r o c e e d . The t r a i n l e f t Main and E r i e S t a t i o n 
a t 1 1 . 0 0 p . m . , and was d e r a i l e d a t a b o u t 11 .05 p . m. w h i l e 
t r a v e l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o h a v e been 28 o r 30 m i l e s 
an h o u r . 

The f i r s t car came t o r e s t i n an u p r i g h t p o s i t i o n 
on t h e l e f t s i d e o f the t r a c k about 250 f e e t b e y o n d t n e 
p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t , t h e second c a r was d i a g o n a l l y a c r o s s 
t h e t r a c k in an u p r i g h t p o s i t i o n , w h i l e t h e t h i r d c a r tu rned 
o v e r on i t s l e f t s i d e . 
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Summ ary o f e v i d e n c e . 

Motorman Mason n o t i c e d t h a t t h e l i g h t s used f o i 
t n e pu rpose o f i l l u m i n a t i n g t h e p l a t f o r m at E lwood w e r e e x ­
t i n g u i s h e d ana r educed speed c o n s i d e r a b l y when p a s s i n g t h a t 
p o i n t . Just b e f o r e r e a c h i n g t h e p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t , he 
n o t i c e d t h a t t h e t o p s o f t h e r a i l s seemed t o b e c o v e r e d w i t h 
d u s t , i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r which ne saw a h o l e m the t r a c k 
and a p p l i e d t h e a i r b r a k e s in emergency . A f t e r t h e d e r a i l ­
ment , he examined t h e t r a c k and found a h o l e about 4 f e e t 
m depth and 10 o r 15 f e e t m l e n g t h , w h i l e t h e l e f t r a i l 
was b r o k e n . The cox iduc to rs a l s o examined t h e t r a c k and 
saw t h e h o l e which had been made. A f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t a 
southbound t ra in , was f l o g g e d , and a f t e r i t had been b r o u g h t 
t o a s top Conduc tor Pens e l o f t h a t t r a i n found a bag o f dyna­
m i t e on t h e southbound t r a c k , w h i l e Motorman G a m gain, a l s o 
o f t h e s o u t h b o v i a t r a m , s a i d t h i s bag was about 5 f e e t i n 
f r o n t o f the h e a l end o f h i s t r a i n , r e s t i n g a g a i n s t a r a i l , 
w i t h a w i r e e x t e n d i n g a c r o s s t h e runn ing s u r f a c e o f t h e r a i l . 
He e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e r e w e r e 50 t o 60 s t i c k s o f dynami te i n 
t h e b a g » 

Motorman Mason a l s o s a i d two men t o l d him d u r i n g 
t h e a f t e r n o o n t h a t he had b e t t e r l e a v e w h i l e he was a b l e t o , 
as he migh t go out on t h e h i g h speed l i n e and f i n d a r a i l 
g o n e . Conduc tor A p o t h a k e r t c l d o f a man on t h e p l a t f o r m 
where t h e c a r s w e r e b e i n g l o a d e d , C a l l i n g out t o t h e p a s s e n ­
g e r s n o t t o r i d e on t h e c a r , t h a t t h e y w e r e t a k i n g t h e i r 
l i v e s j | n t h e i r hands , and t h a t i f t h e y d i d n o t b e l i e v e i t 
t h e y would r e a d aoout i t m the morn ing p a p e r . S i m i l a r 
s t a t e m e n t s w e r e h e a r d by Conduc tor Jarman. 

Gene ra l C la im A g e n t K l i n e Was t r a v e l i n g m an a u t o -
m o o i l e on a n e a r b y h ighway and hea rd an e x p l o s i o n a few min­
u t e s b e f o r e t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . He n o t i c e d t h a t i t 
came from t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e r a i l w a y t r a c k s , and on c o n ­
t i n u i n g t o l o o k m t h a t d i r e c t i o n saw t h e t r a i n when i t w a s 
d e r a i l e d . He e s t i m a t e d t h e h o l e t o h a v e been about 3 f e e t 
deep and f rom 12 t o 15 f e e t m l e n g t h . A p o r t i o n o f t h e 
l e f t r a i l was m i s s i n g , but t h e r e c e i v i n g and d e l i v e r i n g ends 
o f t h e r a i l r ema ined s p i k e d t o t h e t i e s w i t h t h e r e c e i v i n g 
end bent i nward t o w a r d t h e r i g h t r a i l , w h i l e t h e t r a c k m 
each d i r e c t i o n f rom t h e h o l e was moved s l i g h t l y out o f l i n e . 
Mr . K l i n e a l s o s a i d t h a t t h e bag o f dynami t e found b y 
Conduc tor Pens e l c o n t a i n e d 51 s t i c k s , and t h a t t o one o f 
them was a t t a c h e d a f u s e and c a p . 

A p o r t i o n o f t h e r a i l about 4 f e e t m l e n g t h was 
m i s s i n g , but t h e runn ing s u r f a c e o f t h i s p a r t o f t h e r a i l 
was a f t e r w a r d s found among some t r e e s about 1,200 f e e t d i s ­
t a n t • 
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C o n c l u s i o n s -

C h i e f , Bureau o f S a f e t y . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was Jg.au.sed by m a l i c i o u s d e s t r u c t i o n 
o f a s e c t i o n o f t r a c k by means o f some h i g h e x p l o s i v e , p robab 
d y n a m i t e . 

The warn ing s a i d t o h a v e b e e n g i v e n t o p a s s e n g e r s 
b e f o r e t h e j d r p ^ r t u r e o f t h e t r a m , the d e s t r u c t i o n o f a p o r ­
t i o n o f t h e t r a c k by t h e u s e o f e x p l o s i v e , and t h e f i n d i n g 
on t h e a d j o i n i n g t r a c k o f a bag c o n t a i n i n g dynami t e , w i t h 
f u s e and cap a t~acned t o one o f t h e s t i c k s , c l e a r l y p r o v e s 
t h i s t o h a v e been a c a s e o f m a l i c i o u s t r a m w r e c k m g . The 
i d e n t i t y o f t h e p e r s o n o r p e r s o n s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s a c c i ­
den t v;as not d e t e r m i n e d . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P . B o r l a n d . 

http://Jg.au.sed

