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INTERSTATE COMI/ERCE COMMISSION.

REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE INVESTI-
GATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH QCCURRED ON THE INTER~
?ggéOUﬂL RAILWAY NEAR ELWOOD, N, Y,, ON AUGUST 17,

September 8, 18922,

To the Commission:®

On gugust 17, 1932, there wags a derailment of a
Passenger traln on the Internagtional Railway near Elwoced,
N, Y., which resulted in the injury of 21 passengerse.
The investigation of this accident was made 1n conjunciion
with the Public Service Commission of Wew York, Second
District.

Location and method of operation.

This acciaent occureed on the Buffalo and Hiagara
Falls High Speed Division, a double-track electric line
extending between Main and Erie Station and Terminal Station,
g distance of 17.84 miles, over which trains are operated
by time-table, no block system being in use. The @ccidenty
occurred about 1 mile north of Elwoon; approaching this
point from the south the track 1s tangent for more than 1
mile, and for most of this distance the graae 1s practically
level. The track 1s laid with 85-pound rails, from 55 to
80 feet in length, with from 28 to &2 hardwood ties to the
rall-length, single-spiked, and ballasted with slage The
general maintenance of the track was good. The weather was
clear at the time of the accident, which occurred at apout

11.05 p. m. Description.,

The train involved was a northbound extra
passenger train consisting of 3 passenger cars, coupled,
1n Charge of Motorman Mastn and Conductors Booth, Apothaker
and JarIman, After receiving passengers at the New York
Central Station, 1t prdceeded from the city station to Marn
and Erie Station, the junction of the city line with the
high speed line, arriving there at about 10.56 p. m.
Conductor Booth endeavored to call the dispatcher on the
telephone for the purpose of reporting his train, but after
two or three unsuccessful attempts departed without having
done so, his failure to report his train not affecting its
right to proceed. The train left Main and Erie Station
at 11.00 p. m., and was derailed at about 11.05 p. m. while
traveling at a speed estimated to have been 28 or 30 miles
an bour,

The first car came to Test in an upright position
on the left side of the track about 250 feet beyond tne
point of derailment, the second car was diagonally acToss
the track in an upright position, while the third car turned
over on 1ts left side.
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Summary of evidence.

Motorman Mason noticed that the lights used fou
tne purpose of 1lluminating the platform at Elwocod were ex-
tinguished and reduced speed considerably when papsing that
PO1Nnt. Just beiore reaching the pcint of derailment, he
noticed that the tops of the rails seemed to be covered with
dust, i1mmediately after which ne saw g hole in the track
and applied the air brakes in emergency. After the derail-
ment, he examined the track and found a hole about 4 feet
1n depth and 10 or 15 feet in length, while the left rail
was broken. The couductors also exgmined the track and
saw the hole which had been made, After the gccident a
gouthbound train was flpgpzed, and after 1t had been brought
to a stop Conductor Penszl of that train found a bag of dyna-
mite on the scuthbound track, while Motorman Garrigan, also
of the scuthbowa train, said this bag wag apout 5 feet in
front of the head end of his train, resting apainst a rail,
with a wire extending across the Tunning surface of the rail.
He estimated that there were 50 to 60 sticks of dynamite 1in
the bag.

Motorman Mason also said two men told him during
the afternoon that he had better leave while he was able to,
as he might go out on the high speed line and find a rail
gone. Conductor Apothaker tcld of a man on the platform
where the cars were being loaded, calling out to the passen-
gers not to ride on the car, that they were taking their
lives gn their hands, and that 1f they did not believe 1t
they would read acocut 1t in the moraing paper. Similar
statements were heard by Conductor Jarman.

General Claim Agent Kline was traveling in an auto-
moolle on g nearby highway and heard an explosion a few min-
utes before the sccident occurred, He noticed +that 1t
came from the direction of the railway tracks, and on ccn-
tinuing to 1ook in that direction saw the train when 1t Was
derailed. He estimated ihe hole to have been apout 3 feet
oeep and from 12 to 1E feet in length. A portion of the
left rail was missing, but the receiving and delivering ends
of the rail remained spiked to the ties with the receiving
end bent inward toward the right rail, while the track in
each darection from the hole was moved slightly out of line.
Mr. ¥Kline also said thagt the bag of dynamite found by
Conductor Pensel contazined 51 sticks, and that to one of
them was attached a fuse and cap.

A portion of the raill about 4 feet i1n length was
missing, but the ranning surface of this part of the rail
was afterwards found among some trees about 1,200 feet dis-
tant.
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Conclusions.

This accident was @aused by malicaious destruction
of a section of track by means of some high explosive, probal
dynamite.

The warning said to have been given t0 passengers
before the departure of the t rain, the destruction of a por-
tion of the track by the use of explosive, and the finding
on the ad)oining track of a bag containing dynamite, with
fuse and cap attacned to one of the sticks, clearly proves
this to have been a case of malicious trgin wrecking. The
i1dentity of the person or persons responsible for this acci-
dent was not determined.

Respectfully submitted,
W. P. Borl aIld.
Chief, Buredu of Safety.
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