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IN RE INVESTICATION OF ACOIDEST WHICH OCCURRED
OF TP LAY SHOW® FLRCIRIC RAILWAY,
HEAR PRIMONT, OHIC, OF
APRIL 29, 1818,
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On Appil 22, 1915, thers wze a heade-e¢nd oollision
on the Lake Shore Tleotric Raillway near Premont, Ohio,
whleh rasulted in Hhe injury of 33 puasongeérs and 4 saployect.
Atter investigaticn of tlils aocoldent the Chlsf of the Divi-
glon of Jarsty revorts an Tollows:

e tralas favolivesd in thls apoident were ensd-
bouml tyein No. 110 and wortbound Bratin Ho. 3211, caoh cofi-
slating of 1 zotor passenger oar, Westbound trals Ho. 211
was &n route Lfrom Herwslk, Ohlio, to Peledo, Ohtc, in charge
of Condustor Truesan and otorwan Eaissr, It lef't Norwelk
2% 21135 Dalte, 22 minutes lnte, snd on resehing Monroeville,
ghout & ziles dlstant, the orsw in oharge racelivad 3 copy
of frain order No, 38, voaiing as follows:

"To Q.k H. train 211 at Henroeville.

Train 231, wotor 144 will meet
f#rain 1sb and 2ad 12, motor 32 snd 20 at Youngs,
train 119, motor Uni abt Flora."”

Thio orier was wace somplete at 2118 p.n., haviag
bean sizgned for by the agept ab Hondoaville. After re-
geiving tbkis order from the agent at that point, traln No.
811 progesded and ot 358 p.me eolliided with enstbound Hrain
¥os 110 0t a point 1.4 mileos east of ¥Floya, the spesd a2t
the tlré of the collislon Weing estimated to have boen 20
milaa per hour, having bBesn Potuced fram 40 or 45 plles por
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Eastbound train No. 110 waz in eharge of Cone
duator Weyle and Hodoprsen Sandwlzsh and was en routie Srom
Frepont #o Norwalk. It loft Fremont ad 2,40 peme, ob
tine, énﬁ en reasbling Fifth Strect reoelved a gopy of train
order Ho. %8, rending as follows:

*To f.& 3, Srain 110-210 at Fifth 8b%reot.
Traln 211, smotor 144 will mest

train 110, motor 142 ad Flovy's

train 210, metor 161 at Sandy Juneotion,

Afex rogeliving thlsz order, the traln vrocecdsd
woward Plora, Wwtmased Shat point without stopning and ocole
1ided with Srain Wo. #11 2 ghert dalstanees berond. The speed
af this train orior %o ths ncoident had been in the nelghbor-
hood of 40 milen nar hour, while witnessss disagree as o
whether or no® 1% had atopped whont the oollision gcousnred,
pame saying that 1t hma, shile others olalmed that 1t was
moving at the rate of 10 or 12 miles pud bour,

The gary 414 not telescone but deth vestibules
wera hadly erusheé, Iomedlately following the colliaion
the eleotrie wirez in the onrc baczme shorts oliroulted and
get the ears on Tire, both belng burned.

This pars of tl= Lake Shore Fleotrie Ballway ie
2 single track electriec line. Ho dlosek sigmal systen i in
uge, bralng belng operabed by train orders and time~qard
rights, traln dispsteri .z being done By telepbonme, Hachines
oontafining draln order bDlunks ars leosted in the wariocus
telaphons Wooths <whare tTain orders are pesaived by Srainmen.
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The svnductor Teaeives apnd writes the trsin order snd reeds
it to the dlspatcher, by vhom 1% ip nede complete; the
sonduetor fhen removing two sopies of the order, isaving

g Bhird copy in the pachine. He thon ropeatsz the oxder o
the motorman and delivers a copy %o him. A% points where
pgents are statlioned the ordorz are signed for by the agent
and by him deliveresd %o the conduotor of Sie frain toc whom
the oyder ls sdiressed.

The mooldent ccourred on adralght tragk, 238 féet
gand of a ourve of 1 degree U8 minutas, alightly over 100
Toot in lengths. The poles carzying dHhe glentric feod wires
are on the inside of #hls curve and smBerizlly obsours the
vizden. Approaching She zoind of scoldent from the gach
the vizion 1s limited toc about 800 Pfsed, while from the op=-
poslte direotion the visw 1o limited to sboud 1100 feet,

The weather was oloal,

Yotorman Sandwissh, of train No. 110, stated that
ab the stop 2% Fifth Street, in Fremont, Conductor Weyls
gave him a oupy of traln order Hoe 38, direoting his traln
to meed troin Wo. 211 ot Flora. The sonductor rsad the
grisr %o nim and he fully underatood its oonbents. Hoforman
Sendwisch steted that e ran hiz train past Flora, the neoke
inz polint with $raln Ho. 811 named in the oyder, admitiing
that he enbirely overlooked Srain orxder Hoe %8, When he
Tirat saw train No. 211 approsobing, 1% was about 1,100 faed
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dlatent and he at onge 2apliied the alr brakes and reversed
the power, ani sbnted that he had brought the tyain to a
stop bezfore the oollision goourred,

Dondugtor ¥eyle atabed that Beloro Flora wuys
renched his attention wam ocoupled in oolleoting fores ecnd
explaining various matters o passengers, and when ho realized
where the $raln waa, i3 had passed Florn. He at ange thought
of stopplng $he gar, but about that time the wotorman applied
the air brakes and on looking shead, he saw train No. 213
approushing. Prior to tbkis the spoed of the trgin had been
reon 40 o 4% pllea per hour and he ptated that ths Srals bad
been Yrought Ho a stop when the gollipion coourred.

AL the tine or she agnldent peveral coployees wers
desdheading on fipain %o, 110 wnd Bhey sboted that when the
sollision cevurred the traln wonz moving at a gpeed of about
10 or 18 miies per hour.

Thia aocldert sun oineed b7 the fellure of $he son-
duetor and wotorsan of train ¥o. llu % chey and be govermed
oy tyain order Wo. 35, remulitilng in thelr mnauing thely train
past Flora, the mesbding noing »1th train Ho, 211l. Both of
$he employess at Pauli nad sz -any yoars experionee, bosh
in ztesnm and electric aervico. At the time o fhe acoident
thoy had Besn cn duty aboub 7% bhours, affer a porisd off
duby 2f more than 18 bours.
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In several provicus accildent fnvestigation
Toportd, attendion bas been aslled to the dangers attendent
upon the operation of tralng undar She train order aystem.
The advantages of Bhe blook sigual syeten over the tradn
order ayobem are universslly recognized, and while the Blook
syaterm in fteelf Ia snot porfoot, vt 1f nroperly installed
and oparated, 1% arffords rmush lossy opportuniiy for the
aoourronse of ¢errors which ooy resuld in guch sd@ldentz am
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