INTERCTATE CTIIEACT C . DITrssier
FZFCET CF T¥E DI2LCTOR OF THE JURIAT OF 3.%3TY LT 2F
INVESTIZATION Ov AN ACCIDENT W.iJd DCCTRTLO CU 1HE
LEILGH VALLZY TWILAJAD AT CAKwOD, N.Y., ON
QCTCLZR 31, luduo,

Joruary 21, 1832,
To the Co nissiong
Cn Cctoker 32, 1025, theromms a derailnent
of a passerzer zialn on the leligl Valley mailroad
at Calwncoi, W.Y , rosaltise in -ae d=ath of one
errmloyee, and tae 1njury of tlrce pegesngers and one
erployes,

™

Locatinn aad ~ethod of opzraticn

This accident occurrad oa the Aubarn ard Tohaca
Cranch of taoe Auburn Divicien, which esbtends Besveen
Auvburn and ltowca, W.¥,, a dignancs nf 42 3 miles,
and is a singlie~iracy lire sver which tralas ars
operaced Dy tie-tzbhi lrein oroders, and a raaaed
block-er-nal gsywsten. Thae accioont »ccurred at the
loadang—vrock switon, locoted about 180 fezet east of
the s%tatioa at Cohyuid, afpreacaing tiis point Ifron
the eass theiz 13 a 3% curve to she rigahs 1,203 feet
in length follosed by tangent track to tue point of
accident, 1,243 feet disvant, aand fewa coan.derable
distance beyend The grade 10 Tthe imzola e vicinity
1e dlightly asconding for westboand trzains,
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The switch 1nvolved 1s a facinz-poiat switch
for weestbourl treins and leads off to the scuth or
left 1o taoe loading brack tluroasn a Wo. & turnout;
the loading track has & raxisui curverture of 190,
The switchatand, of the Racapes type, 18 located on
the soita srds ¢f 1ha track and stands 7 fect 10 inches
above the head-olock %1e, at the top nf the eswitch stand
a kerossne J2mp .s dccured which at nipnt 2isplays a
Ted light when the sxitch 1s open and a green light
when the ei.ich 1s closed,

A passing track parallels the rain track on
the norta, the ecst passing-lrack cwitcn heing located®™
approxinately 200 feet east of the loadirg-irack switch,

It wac fark and the weethar was clezar at the tire
of the ace.dent, wrich occurred at 6..°7 .M.
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Tescription

FTe gthourd posscen.er train Wo. 203 con51st§d

of onc corb-ao1lna bawzase ance passenger far and O0nc &
coach, loulec by ereine 2842, and was 1in charge o Gon-—
dvstor “otes and Engiaemen Sulth. 1% left Unlon Springs,
the last roporler stop, 5.4 niles east of Oakwood, at
8.11 D.ri., L0JT ninutes late, rade a fiag &50D 2,1 miles
emrt of Crrenod o plek up passengels, and was deralled
a3 Saltgood waile sraveling ot @ speed sa)d to have becn
betwecn 30 a.d 25 miles an 10uUT,.

Encine 2648 entered the open lecading-track cwitch
and turned over on 1ts rigat seide, but was only slightly
crzged; tn: front truck of ¢he teaaer muws tho only
otue® ‘Thrtaon ol the qquiprent to bz deralled  There
were five cars on the loading track, tae first car of
which was Qanaged, while two of the other cars ran off

the end ¢f the leadingz track. The cmployee killed was
the fireman.

Sumrary of evidence.

The loading ftrack switch was last used
by the crew of westbound local frerght train extra 748,
which arrived at Oakwood at about 4.35 p.r. on the day
of toe accideant. Afler comzletins the rpackage work
at the egtation plaifor.1 the train moved ahead to the
clearance poiant of the passing track and by means of
the passing track and a seriegce of swilching movements
two cars were vlaced on the lcading ack. Conductar
Deming, 1n charge of extra 7ab, wa arsior at a high-
way crogsing lousted betnesn the Joadling—track switch
and the stafion, while this rwilchlag was being periormed,
and he sa«d that after toe T2 cararg 22d Lecn spotted on
the loading tracl {ihe engi-~2s vas backed eastward on the
Maln track to tne east pase nhe-tracs ovitch, headed
through that s%itch, ran ac~ucd 2ts train and was coupl-
ed tc the head end, while Tiak=wan (o218 and Sullivan
remalred a% 1le east vassirg-Linck ewibch. one setting
the Jerail and tne other ciruing and Joskins the switch.
Conducter pexlnz shen wenl 1740 she caboose and eagaged

Lo
1n other dutiés witnc it koo 'ng that the loadinzs=track

BWitCh was relineqd i3~ c.ie wain tran 3rtl
t IR razk, Doth of the brake-
men admiited overlo~king ihe loadiuz-track switch and

the train departed rrom Qikvood wit
. sb VAR 71th tha 72tch
for the loading track, t switch lined

Engaineman 3math, of train No, .
approac%ed Cakwoed af the usualqratgogf zgégdh;gdtiﬁ;?
88 1t 15 a flag step lie was looxang ahezd to see 1f there
Were any pagsengers warting to coard *he train, For thaie
reason he did act observe the 7Phen switch until nas
train was within twe or three coach-Jergths of 1t andat

the same time he nrted that the switch target indicated
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that the switch was opnsn. Io did not soe the awitch
lanp of the loadias—track switch at any tr-ec prionr @o
t1e accident, but 2:terwards he noticed that it loocked
as if 1t were burning very faintly.,

Ocnductor Datea, of train Yo. o003, eetinated
thae specd of his troln a* thc 12 e of the accident
4o have been gbout 25 ~ilesg an bour, ani galj he fell no
avbplicaticn of the dhiclkes int 12 the lerailnent. He
ezanined the leadian-tzack switch after the accident
asls! found the owitch lanp Taing and the eswitch lined
the loa.in: track, witlh the swisch lever sccurely in
the socket,
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The statececnts of tiaree other employees
of this railroed vho were passengers on train No. 303
were 13 tho eflect thet they feolt the air brakes being
«Pplie rust piior Lo the sBhnck of the derailment ang
that irmadrately after the acciient they nale an 1aBpec-
tion of the switch and found 1t open and the switch
limgnt Durning.

Section lLaberer Ferro saird he had been attending
to the awitch lamps on tails secti-n for about eicht
years, that he cleaned and filled the lamp on the
loa ling-%tiack switch on the afterncon of the day of the
accident, and that at that time 1t was in good condition,

Conclusions

This accident was caused oy an open switch,

) Rule 104 of the book cf rules of thig railroad
Provides in part as followrg:

"104 * * *Conduactors are responsible for the
Dosition of the switches used by them and thear

trainien, except wherz switch tenders are sta—
‘tl()ned % & *0

Gonductor Demiar weat 1aside the caboose and occupled
hiuself with other duties, without knowing whether the
swiiches used by his crew were properly clased. “rake-
men Ot1i3z and Sullivan, who actually handled the switches,
WCTe experienced emnloyecs bubt for some reason they werc
unable to explain how they overlooked clesing the switch
involved 1n this accident.

Engineman Smith, of train Mc, 303, had nnt re-~
ceived a signal to siop al Oakwood to discharge passengers,
but ezpected to stop to pick up passecngers 1f any were in
Sight, and apjarently his attention was engaged 1in loocking
anead in the darkness to ascertain 1f Passengers wvere
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waltine, on the stataion nlatform, rosultinT in his

fallure to Sese the 1adicesicn of the switch larp

at any vl e prior to the eccident, Lls first warning of
denzer was whon he saw that the ewitch points werc Open
and then cbserved that the switch target wes also set
azalngt h1gs train. It dal not ajpear that any one

rede eny ooscrvations after the accident for the purpose

of ascertairinzy hor far the indiceta~n of the suitch
larnp could be scen.

Hzd an adequate tleck-sinal syster been
1n use on this line it.1s accideat probably would not
heve occurrcd, an adsguate automotic $razn stop or t=in
contrel device would nove prevented i1t.
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w1l of the erplovees i1nvolved were experienced
ﬂgn, at the tine of the accident the train crew
of toain No. 303 hod been oa dubty 8 hours and 28
Minutes andl the engine crew 8 hdurs and 37 minutes,

previous to which they had all beer off duty 14 heurs
Or ToTe,

Respectfully subnitted,

w., P. DORLAVD,

Director.
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