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INTERSTATE C^l'P/JE^ C/WSSICr 
RE FORT CF T"-"E DIRECTOR OF THE T J R " A t t OF 3.^3? Y 
IN7a,G"l,:^n: >1 Oa" kh ACCIDENT 'J'.iCrl OCCURRLD Oil 
LEZ1LGH V ' ILJ ,Z7 7A.1LROAD AT O&K'/OCD, M . Y . , OU 
OOTCJSH 51, 192a. 

January 21, 1923. 
To tiie Co .mssion; 

On October 5 ] , 1925, theisms a deraij ne.ct 
of a passenger ^ a m on the loliî r Wiley Railroad 
at 0a>r.col, L 7 ,Y , resulting m 'lic d'v,.t:i of one 
employee, and tne injury oi throe pass ringer 3 and one 
employee. 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occuried on the Auburn ard Tchaca 

branch of tne Auburn DiviCjon> -r^ch extends be eve en 
Auburn and 1 mica, N , Y B > a d m v m c s of A2 2 miL.es, 
and is a sm~le-tiac.tr lire o\ei T7hich trains are 
operated by ti^-tabJe, tram orders, and a manual 
block- ei'-/aal svorem. Tne accioent occurred at the 
loading--rack s^ihcn, lo^exed about 150 feet east of 
the stanon at 0c?k,7o :d, approaenm^, ti-i• point iron 
the ea&c theie a 2° curve to xhe ngnt l f203 feet 
m length followed by talent track to the point of 
accident, 1,225 feet distant, and fo^a considerable 
distance beyond The grade in xhe irr&o La -e vicinity 
is slightly ascjiidmg for westbound trans, 

The switch involved is a iacm^-pcmt c'jvitch 
for westbound trams and leads ofi to the south or 
loft' to tne loading tiack thrown a No. S turnout; 
the loading track has a M J U I I L I curvature of 19°. 
The swixchstand, of xhe Rar'ape t^pe, is located on 
the soitn. side cf the tiack and standa 7 feet 10 inches 
above the head-olnck. t^e, at the top of the switch stand 
a kerosene j3tip m .secured which at m m t displays a 
red light when the s.-ntch is open and a green light 
when the E^tcn is closed, 

A passing track parallels tho m a m track on 
the nortn, the east passmg^-trac^ chiton b^mg locate^1***" 
approximately 200 feet east of the loadirg-xraek switch. 

It was dark and the wspthsr TOS G J ear at the tine 
of the accident; v.rich oocuired at 6.^7 p,~i. 
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Description 
-Westbound possonjer tram l\To, 303 consisted 

of one conV-n^ioii b a - ^ e and passenger car and ono * 
co-act, loulec by engine ^642, and was in charge oi Gon­
dii :tor l-wier- isd Engineman Si,uxli« It left Union Springs, 
the la.ot rc^l^r stop, 5*4 rules east ot Oakvood, at 
6.11 TJ»n. , lojr n:nuteo late, ii-ade a flag scop 3.1 miles 
eart of Oaiv-ood to pick up passengers, and vas derailed 
at Gd^flOGd T r a i l s traveling at a speed sa^d to have been 
between 20 and 25 miles an nour. 

Engine 2642 entered the open leading-track switch 
and turned over on its ri£._it side, but was only slightly 
dcinaged; too front truck of the tender T T ^ S tho only 
other portion of the cqajpncnb to cs derailed TJiere 
wsre five cars on the loading track, tne first car of 
which was damagedwhile two of the other cars ran off 
the end of the loading track. The employee killed was 
the fireman. 

Sumnary of evidence. 
The loading track svitch was last used 

by the crew of westbound local freight tram extra 748, 
which arrived at Oakwood at about 4„35 p.m. on the day 
of tne accident, After completing the package work 
at the station platfom the tiain moved ahead to the 
clearance point of the passing track and by means of 
the passing track and a series of switching movements 
two cars were placed on the loading -510 ck. Conductor 
Demmg, m charge of extra ?4t8, flawing at a high­
way crossing located between the ] oadin^-- track switch 
and the station, while this rwitcnmg ras being performed 
and he saxd that after tne tno C3:s nad boon spotted on 
the loading track the en^me vas backed eastward on the 
m a m track to tne east past ri6~trac±: b-vitch, headed 
through that svitch, ran ac^uni its tram and vas coupl­
ed to the head end, while I* 1 r-ik-3.nr.n O j i s and Sullivan 
renamed at the east naosir^-Li->ewibch. ono sotting 
the derail and tne other claying and jcokin^ tho switch. 
Conductor De-in^ chen ^enL 1->to jhe cabooss^and engaged 
m ouhor duties witnc j t uoi T.g that the loadm^track 
men a S m ^ + o S o l i n e d c - l e traok, D-th of "the brake 
men admitted overio^.ng tie loadi.i,,-track switch and 
tne tram departed fion O^aood with that switch lined 
ior the loading track, 
S I T ^ - n n f n P 1 ? 0 ^ ? 1 3 r ^ t h l o f t r a i n I T n* 3 0 3

r
 s aid his tram approacned Oalwood at the usual rate of speed and that as it is a flag step he wa& looking ahead to see if therp 
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e r ^ ^ l t ] n ^ t 0 C O a r d ' h e For this t ? a ^ J ? did not observe the open svatoh until m s 
+ n ! L +

W l t ^ n t w ) o r t h r e e G°ach-ler^ths of it andat the same time ne noted that the switch target indicated 
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that the switch was opon. Ho did not soe tho switch 
lanp of the loading-track switch at any ti-e prior to 
the accident, but a±terwards he noticed that It looked 
as if it were burning very faintly, 

Conductor Dates, of tram l"o. 503, estimated 
the speed of his tre in at the ti e of the accident 
to have been cDout 25 ~iles an houT, and caii he felt no 
application of the bi£ke^ prior to the lerailrient. He 
examined the loac1!'!--tiack switch after the accident 
and found the c\„ l i-cli la'.p b a m m g and the switch lined 
I o r the loa^m- tr . icK, with the switch lever soc-urely in 
the Gocket. 

The statements of tnree other employees 
of this railrodi who were passengers on train No, 303 
were to tho effect that they felt the air brakes being 
tppiied t-ust pnor to the shock of the derailment ana that lninsolately after the accident they nale an inspec­
tion of the switch and found it open and the switch 
lignt Burning. 

Section Laborer Ferro aaid he had been attending 
to the switch lamps on this section for about eirdit 
years, that he cleaned and filled the lamp on the 
loaling-tiack switch on the afternoon of the day of the 
accident, and that at that ti*ne it was in good condition. 

Conclusions 
This accident was caused oy an open switch. 
Rule 104 of the book cf rules of this railroad 

provides m part as follows: 
"104 * * *Condactors are responsible for the 

position of the switches used by them and their 
traimen, except where switch tenders are sta­
tioned * * *". 

Conductor De.mn£ went inside the caboose and occupied 
hiuself with other duties, without knowing whether the 
switches u^ed by his crew were properly cldised. Trake-
mon Otia and Sullivan, who actually handled the switches, 
wore experienced employees but for some reason they were 
unable to explain how they overlooked closing the switch 
involved in this accident. 

Engineman Smith, of tram JTc. 303, had not re­
ceived a signal to stop at Oakwood to discharge passengers, 
but expected to stop to pick up passengers if any were m 
sight, and apparently his attention was engaged m looking 
ahead in the darkness to ascertain if passengers were 
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waitm- on the atatnn platform, rosuiting in hie 
failure to see the indication of the switch lamp 
at any xi e prior to the eccident, Ins first warning of 
danjer was when he saw that the ewiten points jero open 
and xhen observed that the switch target was also set 
against his train. It dj-d not appear that any one 
na.de any oDservn.tions after the accident for the purpose 
of ascertaining ho,Tf far the indic?ti",n cf the switch 
lanp could be seen. 

Had an adequate block-sirnal system been 
m use on this line tms accident probably would not 
have occurred, an adeauate automatic tram stop or tsin 
control device would nave prevented it. 

nil of the employees involved were experienced 
nen, at the tine of the accident the train crew 
of team Ho. 303 had been on duty 8 hours and 23 
minutes and the engine crew 8 hours and 37 minutes, 
Previous to which they had all been off duty 14 hours 
or more, 

Respectfully subnltted, 
'»7. P. H0RLAFD, 

Director, 
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