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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 0? THE HUFEAU OF SAFETY IS RE 
INVESTIGATION CF AN OCCIDENT "PICK OCCURRED ON THE 
LOUISVILLE 4 NASHVILLE RAILROAD AT DIVIDING RIDGE, 
KY , ON I'M 6, 1934. 

May 23, 1934 

To the Commission. 

On l a y S, 193 4, there wa? a s i de c o l l i s o n 
between a passenger t r a m and a f r e i g h t t r a m on the 
L o u i s v i l l e <? N a s h v i l l e R a i l r o a d a t Div id ing Ridpre, T^y. 
r e su l t ing in the death of 1 emp l e v e e , and the in ju ry 
of 33 passengers, 1 express messenger and 1 employee. 

%, 

Location an<& mettooifof operation. ;at ion a&& me£ho£u*of QP< 

This accident occurred -Jon that >ar t c f the 
L o u i s v i l l e D i v i s i o n extending between Howling Green and 
Lebanon Junction, Ky , a distance o / 83.9 m i l e s , m the 
v i c i n i t y o f the poin t of eccVdent t n i s i s a s i ng l e - t r ack 
l i n e over which t r a m s are operated by t ime- t ab le and 
t r a m orders , no b l o c k - s i g n a l system being m use. The 
accident occurred at a po in t 90 f e e t north of the south 
switch of the -vest passing track at Div id ing R idge , t h i s 
i s a f ac ing-po in t switch fo r noithbound t i a m s and leads 
o f f the mam t rack through a ^c . 10 turnout t o the west . 
Tnis passing tracic p a r a l l e l s the mam t rack and i s 3,354 
f e e t in length , the s t a t i on is s i tua ted east of the mam 
track and 1,545 f e e t south of the north switch. Approach­
ing the po in t of accident from the nortn the track i s 
tangent f o r more than 1 m i l e , the aceident occurr ing 
on t h i s tangent at a po in t 133 f e e t from i t s southern 

from the south the re i s a 3° OS1 

716 f e e t m length , extending to wi th in 
of the south swi tch , f o l l o w e d by the tangent on 

the acc ident occurred. The grade f o r southbound 
i s 0.56 per cent ascending to about the south 

end Appioachmg 
curve to the l e f t 
45 f e e t 
wh ich 
t r a m s 
c learance po in t of the pass ing t rack , from which po in t 
i t i s 0.67 per cent descending. Owing to a cut the 
view f ro r the egb of a northbound engine i s r e s t r i c t e d 
to less than "50 f e e t . The veather ^ras c l e a r a t the 
time of the acc iden t , which occurred at about 7 18 a.m 



- 2 -

Descr ip t ion . 

Scuthbcund f r e i g h t t r a i n f i r s t Ho. I l l con­
s i s t e d of 35 cars and a caboose^ hauled by engine 1243, 
and was m charge o f Conductor Haynes and Engineman 
Gehrmg. This t r a m l e f t B o n n i e v i l i e , 3 mi les north of 
Div id ing R idge , a t 7,02 a .m. , and beaded in a t the north 
switch of the passing track at Div id ing Ridge f o r the purpose 
of meeting t r a in Ho, 10. On passing the s t a t ion a t a 
low rate of speed, en lou te to the south clearance point 
o f the passing track, Engmeman Gehrmg r e c e i v e d a copy 
o f a t r a i n ocder changing a meeting point w:th a f r e i g h t 
t r a m . About hal iwav between the te legraph o f f i c e and 
the south switch he s t a r t e d to read this order , continu­
ing to work a l i t t l e stea'n owing to the grade, passed the 
south c learance pome of the passing t rack, and had 
stopped, f ou l ing the main tracKj when the engine was 
struck by t r a m " N o . 10. 

+ m n K, J r t . „^„ lo j tnboand p^ssenrp-r u m n No. 10 cons i s t ed of two baggage cars and two cr>acne3, m tne order named, 
hauled by engine ?18, and vas I U charge of Conductor 
Neighbors and Engmeman 3 a m . The second car was of 
wooden cons t ruc t ion whi le the rest -vere of steel-underfrarre 
cons t ruc t ion . This t r a m l e f t Rowle t t s , 6.7 mi les south 
o f Div id ing R idge , at 7.07 a.m. 12 minutes Date, and 
c o l l i d e d with t r a m f i r s t No. I l l wh i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a 
speed est imated t o have oeen about iO mi les an hour. 

Both engines were d e r a i l e d and oadly damaged, 
but they remained upright on the roadbed. The second 
car in t r a m No. 10 was p r a c t i c a l l y demolished, wh i l e 
the others ^ere on ly s l i g h t l y damaged. The f i r s t f i v e 
cars m t r a i n f i r s t No. I l l were d e r a i l e d , the second 
car being demolished, The employee k i l l e d was + he 
flagman of t r a m No. 10. 

Summary o f ev idence . 

In add i t ion to reading the orders r e c e i v e d 
at Div id ing Ridge , Engmeman Gearing, c f t ra in f i r s t No. I l l , 
"stated that when nea rmg the southern end of the passing 
t race he again locked a t h i s orders to a sce r t a in the 
number of the engine on a t i a m which he was to meet, 
and when he again looked out he saw that the f ron t end. 
of the engine was Just about at the c learance p o i n t ; 
he immediately a p p l i e d the a i r brakes m emergency and 
p laced the engine in r eve r se , but jus t about the time 
the t r a i n got stopped and b e f o r e he could r e l ea se the 
brakes , t r a m No. 10 came around the curve . He sounded 
the w h i s t l e and was endeavoring to back into c l e a r when 
the accident occurred. Engineman Gehrmg thought h i s 
t r a m moved about a car length a f t e r he a p p l i e d the 
brakes, and sa id he d id not have t ime to f l a g t r a m No. 10 
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F: reman Gr i t ten, of t r a m f i r s t H I * s ta ted 
he undersjocc? m c y ?P 4 P CO renair m^o c l e ^ i f o r t r a m Ho. 
10 a & Ei~i<U2T<5 ^ i f g e , tu t t r a t ne v i s w c r ^ n g on the fare 
at the time -Khe c learance po in t r.as pa£.oeo\ Tne f i r s t 
knovledge he had c f a.n}thmg wroug wat, vaen the w h i s t l e 
was sounded, and when he looked out t i a m Sic. 10 was ah out 
200 fee t i « a y . His t r a i n moved abcut 30 or 25 f ee t a f t e r the 
a i r brakes vera app l i ed and m e P I I O G of che engine stopped 
just; about over the SV»i tch- f i o g , the switch not be ing run 
through. 

Conductor Ha ynes, of t r a m f i r s t No. H l j s ta ted 
that he wa b cn the rear p la t form cf the caboose watching 
f o r the ens me numoer o f t r a m Ko. 10. On d e f i n i t e l y 
asce r ta i r i .nc tha t the engine of h i s t r a m I-as not going 
t c oc bro^rht to a stop into c l e a r he mac?e an attempt to 
appi f the a i r crakes from the r^ar, but be fo re t h i s was 
a c c o r " p i 2 c n e a tho braids wore app l i ed from the head end. 
Conductor Kaynes est imated the speed of h^s t r a m to i a v e 
been 5 or 6 rr i les an hour whi le moving through the s id ing . 

Fireman ftennirt, of t r a m No. 10, s t a t ed that 
whi l e louacun™ the curve at a speed Jf about 40 mi l e s an 
hour he sa- the engine of t r a in lo, 111, ^hen about 300 
f e e t d is tant , fou l ing the mam t ra>k , ne shouted to the 
engineman and the a i r brakes .vere lmii.edin uely a p p l i e d 
in emergency, reducing tne speed to about ?5 or 30 mi les an 
hour at the time of the acc iden t . No 3-catement was obtained 
from the engineman of t r a m No. 10, on account c f the i n ­
j u r i e s n3 sus tamed, and a l s o because h i s statement was 
not thought to have any r r e a t importance in determining 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h i s acc iden t . 

Conductor Neighbors , of t r a m Vo. 10, s taxed 
the f i r s t int imation he had of anything wrong was jjhen 
the accident occurred. He est imated the speed t o have 
been abo.it 45 mi les an hour ^hen the a i r brakes were 
a p p l i e d , and sa id the acc ident occurred a t 7.18 a.m. 

D i v i s i o n Superintendent Sheridan s t a t ed that 
d e r a i l s are n o : i n s t a l l e d m R I D I N G S used f o r the meeting 
and passing of t r a in s , except i,hen cars are s t o r ed on 
such s id ings and are apt t o run asay. 

Conelusions. 

This accident was caused b y t r a i n f i r s t No. I l l 
running by the south c learance po in t o f the west pass ing-
track switch end fou l ing the mam t i a c k just ar> t r a m No. 
10 approached, f o r which Engineman Gehrinj? is r e spons ib le 
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riad Engmeman Gearing used due care m operat ing 
h i s t r a i n between the t r a m - o r d e r o f f i c e and the c learance 
p o i n t or had thia s id ing "been equipped wi th a d e r a i l <±t 
the proper l o c a t i o n th i s acc ident vou ld not have occurred. 

A l l of the employees i n v o l v e d , wi th tne exception 
of Fireman G r i t t o n , o f t r a m f i r s t Wo. I l l , were experienced 
men. At the time of the accident none of them had been 
on duty m v i o l a t i o n of any of the p rov i s ions of the 
hours of s e r v i c e laws. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

W. P. BORLAND 

Di r e c to r 


