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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSICHN,

KREPORT OF THE DIFECTCR OF THE AUREAT OF SAFETY TN RE
INVESTTGATION CF AW ACCIDENT "FISH OCCUARED ON THE
LOUISVILLE & MASYVILLE RAILROAD AT CIVIDING RIDGE,
Y , ON »pY 6, 193z,

Mav 23, 1934
To the Commission.

On May B, 1924, thers was a sida collison
betseen a pessenger traln and a freight train on the
Iouisville & Naskville Railroad at Dividing Radee, Xy.,
resultimz irn the detth of 1 emplicwvee, and the 1njury
of 39 passengers, 1 express messengsr and 1 employse.
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Locatxon.and%meﬁhoagaf ¢peration.
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This accident occurred on that part cf the
Louisville Pivision extending betwesn Bowiing Green and
Lebanon Junction, Xy , a distance of 83.9 miles, in the
vicinity of the point of zec¥dent tals 13 a single-track
line over which tiains aye qgperated by time-table and
train orders, nc block-sigral syst=m being 1n use., The
accldent occurred at a point 9C fe=2t northk of the scuth
ss1ich of the west passing track at Dividing Ridge, this
1s a facing-point svi1tceh for noithoound tizins and leads
Off{ the main tracx through a Adc. 10 turncut to the west.
Tnis passing track parallels tbe main track and 1g 3,351
feset in lenzgth, the station 1s situated east of the main
track and 1,545 feet south of the north switch. 2pproach-
Ing the point of accident fror the norta the track 1s
tangent for more than 1 mile, the acecident occurring
on this tangent at a point 133 feetv from 1ts gouthern
end Appioaching €rom the south there 1s a 3° 08!
curve to the left 716 feet 1n length, extending to within
13 feet of the south switch, followed by the tansent on
which the agcident cccurred. The grade for southbound
trains 1s 0.%5 per cent ascending to a»out the south
¢learance point of the passing track, from which point
1t 1s 0,67 per cent descending, Owing to a cut the
view fror the ¢z» of a northbound engine 13 restricted
to less than 750 feet. The veather was clear at the
time of the accident, which occurred 2t ahout 7 18 a.m. -
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NDesecription.

Scuthbocund freight trein first Mo, 111 con-
sisted of 35 cars and a caboosg, hauled by _engine 1243,
and was 1n charge of Conductor Haynes and Enginemen
Gehring, This train left Bonnieville, 3 miles north of
Dividing Ridee, at 7.02 a.m,, aand beaded in at the north
switch of the passing track at Dividing Ridge for the purpose
of meeting train No, 1C. On passing the s%ation at a
low rate of speed, en 1oute to the south clearance point
of the passing track, Erngineman Gehring raceived a cOpY
0f a train order changing a meeting point wiih a freight
train, About halrisav bebveen the telegraph ¢flfice and
the south switch he started to read Lhis orger, continu-
Ing to work a little stean owing to the grade, Passed the
south cleararce poinct of the passing track, and had
stoppred, fouling the main %rack, when the engine was
struck by train Yo, 10,

two bageaziCEiIROSRS ¥i858a0EE. T2 1R YRe $0,2 00520050 °F
hauled by engine 218, and vas 11 charge of Conductor
Neigh»ors and Engineman 321in. The second car was of
wooden construction while the rest sere of steel-underframe
construction, This train left Rowletts, 6.7 miles south

of Dividang Ridge, at 7,07 a.m, 12 minutes Jat=e, and
collided with train first No, 111 while traveling at a
speed estimated to have pe2n ahcout 10 milas an hour.

Both engines were derailed and ocadly damaged,
but they remained upripht on the roadoed. The second
Car 1a train Mo, 10 was practically demolished, while
the others were only slightly damaged, The first five
Cars 1n train first No, 111 were derailed, the second
car being derolished. The emplovee killed was the
flagman of train No. 10.

Summs,ry of evidence,

In addition to reading the orders received
at Dividing Ridge, Engineman Genring, of train first No, 111,
®lated that when nearing the southern end of the passing
track he again locked at his orders to ascertain the
number of the eagine on a tiain which he was to meet,
and when he again looked out he saw that the front end
of the engine was Just about at the clearance point;
he 1mmediately applied the air »rakes in emergency and
Placed the engine 1in reverse, but just about the time
the tra:n got stopped and befere he could release the
brakes, train No. 10 came around the curve. He sounded
the whistle and was endeavoring to back into clear when
the accident occurred. Engineman Gehring thoucht his
train moved about a car length after he applied the
brakes, and said he did not have time to flag train No. 10



— &~

¥rremar Grittca, of train First do 111, statﬁd
he unders.ocd ey ve.e §O TenAin 1m.o cl3=r for trawn Mo,
10 2t bividumg Bicdge, twt trat ne vas wor4lng on the rire
a2t the tuse the cleararce peint was paccad, -ne firsg
knovledge Le had ¢f wnytheng wroug was vaen lhe whistle
was sownded, and when he locked out 4ticzn Ne. 10 was ahout
300 feet awey. Fis sraln moved atiut 20 or 35 feet after the
a1r brakes vera spplicd and the pilns of che =agine stopoped
Just Frout over the switch-S10z, the switch not being run
throuch,

Conducter Ue ynes, of train first Mo. 111, stated
that he wae on tre rear platform cf the ccboose watching
for the engine numsar of tain Le, 10, On definitely
ascertoin.ng thry the engine of ris traim was ncet 201ng
tC no Brouwrat to a svop 1mte ¢lear he made an attempt to
arel y the cair >ogkes from the rear, but befcre this was
acecomfliznea the traies ware 2pplied from the heed end.
Cenductor Haynes estirated the speed of h.s train to lave

ein 5 or © miles an hour whrle moving through the siding,

Firewsn Rennirs, of train No. 10, stated that
while 1cuacinz the curve ot a aspeed >f adout 40 miles an
hour he za~ the engine of train o, 111, —~hen zbout 300
feet distant, fouling the main trazk, nz shcuted 0 the
engineran and the air brakes gere i1muwedin velv applied
ln emsrgency, reducling tne spead to about 2?5 or 30 miles an
hour at the time of the eccident. Mo stntement was Obtained
from the ergimeman of train No. 10, on account c¢f the 1in-
Juries o2 sustatned, and 21lso beca lse hls statement was
not thourst 1o have any great irportance in delermining
responsicility Tor this accident,

Coaducter Neighvors, of traia Mo, 10, stazed
the fairst intiwation he had of anythirg wroag was shen
the wccidert occurred. He eatimased the speed to have
been abouat 45 rmiles an hour when the air brakes ware
applied, and said the accident occurred at 7.18 a,.m,

Division Superintendent Sheridan astated that
derails are nou insialled in s2dings used for the meeting
and passwig of trains, =2.4cept vhen cars are ssored on
such sidings and are api to run asay.

Concluzicns.

Tris accident was caused by train first Ne. 111
running by the soutn clearance peoint of the west passing-
track switch =nd@ fouling the mzan tiack just an train No,
10 epproachad, for which Enegineman Gehring 15 responsible
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Had Engireman Gehrong used due care 1n operating
hig train betwesza the trara-crder office and the clearance
point or had this siding been eyuipped with o derail at
the proper location thas accident vould not have occcurred.

All of the emplovees 1nvolved, with tne exception
of Fareman Gritton, of train first No. 111, were experienced
men. At the time of the accident none of them had been

on duty in viclation of any of the provisious of the
hours of service laws.

Regpeectfully submitted,
%W, P, BORLAND

Director



