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TITTERS TATE COMMERCE C O M M I S S I O N . 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE I N V E S T I ­
GATION OF AW ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED OK THE LOUISVILLE 
& NASHVILLE RAILROAD AT HILBERTA, A L A - , ON JUNE 15, 1933-

J u l y 1, 1933. 

To t he Commission: 

On June 15 , 1933, t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t o f a p a s s e n ­
g e r t r a i n on the L o u i s v i l l e & N a s h v i l l e R a i l r o a d a t H i l b e r t a , 
A l a - 3 r e s u l t i n g m t h e a^a th o f 2 e m p l o y e e s o f the South 
Alabama Produce Company, and the i n j u r y o f 53 p a s s e n g e r s , 
3 e m p l o y e e s , 3 m a i l c l e r k s a 1 Pul lman c o n d u c t o r , and 1 t r a i n 
news a g e n t , a l s o 3 employeer o f tne p roduce company. 

L o c a t i o n and r e t h o d o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d en t h a t p a r t o f t h e M o b i l e & 
Montgomery D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween M o b i l e and F lomatan , 
A l a . , a a i s t a n c e o f 59 .54 m i l e s , which i n tne v i c i n i t y o f 
the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r which 
t r a i n s a r e opera ted , by t i m e - t a b l e ana t r a i n o r d e r d , no 
b l o c k - s i g n a l systero b e i n g m u s e . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d 
a t t h e south s w i t c h o f t h e s i d i n g a t H i l b e r t a , app roach ing 
t h i s p o i n t f rom the s o u t h t h e r e a r e more than 8 m i l e s o f 
t a n g e n t . The g rade i s O . 6 3 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g f o r a d i s ­
t ance o f 3,500 f e e t , t hen l e v e l to the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , 
a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 200 f e e t . The t r a c k m t h i s 
v i c i n i t y i s l a i d w i t h 90-pound r a i l s , 33 f e e t m l e n g t h , 
w i t h an a v e r a g e o f 18 r e d c y p r e s s t i e s t o t he r a i l - l e n g t h , 
s i n g l e - s p i k e d , t i e - p l a t e d , and b a l l a s t e d w i t h s l a g about 
34 i n c n e s m d e p t h , the t r a c x i s ffeil m a i n t a i n e d . The 
s w i x c h a t the poin"c o f a c c i d e n t i s a f a c m g - p o i n t s w i t c h f o r 
nor thbound t r a i n s , and l e a d s o f f the mam t r a c k t o the e a s t 
t o a s i d i n g , which i s 533 f e e t i n l e n g t h . The s w i t c h s t and , 
which i s the h i g h r o t a r y t y p e , i s 7 f e e t 5 i n c h e s m h e i g h t , 
l o c a t e d on the e n g m e m a n ' s a i d e o f a nor thbound t r a i n ; the 
r e d t a r g e t had p o i n t e d ends and the g r e e n t a r g e t had rounded 
e n d s . About midway t h e n o r t h and sou th s w i t c h e s , i s l o c a t e d 
the Soutn Alabama P r o d u c e Company's warehouse , f rom which 
c a r s on The s i d i n g a r e l o a d e d w i t h p roduce f o r sh ipment . 
A t t h e xime o f t h e a c c i a e r . t , t n e r e were 3 b o x c a r s on the 
s i d i n g , as flell as a s e c t i o n c r e w ' s motor c a r and push c a r . 
The v i e w a p p r o a c h i n g t n e pc-.nt o f a c c i d e n t f rom the sou th 
i s u n o b s t r u c t e d . The rfeat_ ex was c l e a r a t the t ime o f the 
a c c i d e n t , vrtnch o c c u r r e d a t cJoout 3:15 p .m . 
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d e s c r i p t i o n . 

Nor thbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n f i r s t No 4 c o n s i s t e d of 1 
m a i l c a r , 1 b a g g a g e and e x p r e s s c a r , 3 c o a c h e s , 1 d i n i n g c a r , 
and 4 Pul lman s l e e p i n g c a r s , a l l of a l l - s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
h a u l e d b y e n g i n e 2C2, and was i n c h a r g e cf Conduc to r C a r g i l l 
and Engmsman M u l l e n . T h i s t r a i n p a s s e d Canoe, about 1-3/4 
m i l e s f r o f i H i l b e r t a , a t 2* 12 p m , 4 minutes l a t e , and was d e ­
r a i l e d a t the south s w i t c h of t he s i a i n g a t K i l b e r t a w h i l e t r a v ­
e l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o have b e e n be tween 45 and 5 5 m i l e s 
an hour. 

Engine 202 carre t o r e s t on i t s l e f t s i d e , e a s t of the 
s i d i n g , and abou t a c a r l e n g t h n o r t h of the warehouse ; the t e n ­
der r ema ined u p r i g h t The f i r s t f i v e c i i - s , and the f o r w a r d 
t ruck of the s i x t h c a r w e r e d e r a i l e d , but r e m a i n e d p r a c t i c a l l y 
u p r i g h t . The warehouse wa-s b a d l y danaged , the t r a c k c o m p l e t e ­
l y t o r n up f o r a d i s t a n c e o f aoou t 300 f e e t , and the motor c a r 
and one of the box c a r s were d e m o l i s h e d . 

Summary of e v i d e n c e . 

About o n e - h a l f hour b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t o c c a r r e d , S e c t i o n 
Foreman C o r l e y had S e c t i o n L a b o r e r Arms t rong open the south 
s w i t c h a t H i l b e r t a , and tne motor c a r and l e a d e d pusn ca r w e r e 
b a c k e d m on t h e s i d i n g , s t o p p i n g a s h o r t d i s t a n c e south o f t h e 
two b o x c a r s , which were o p p o s - ^ e the warehouse; then S e c t i o n 
Foreman C o r l e y g o t o f f tne motor c a r , i n s t r u c t e d tne s e c t i o n 
c r e w t o s e c u r e s h o v e l s f r o m t h e ous.i c a r , and work j u s t south 
o f t h e s w i t c h . Tne re w e r e e i g h t s e c t i o n l a b o r e r s m t h i s c r e w , 
and a l t h o u g h i t was n e c e s s a r y f o r them t o pass t h i s s w i t c h on 
t h e i r way t o wnere tne work was t o b s done, no t one o f them 
n o t i c e d the p o s i t i o n o f the s w i t c v p o i n t s , o r the i n d i c a t i o n 
o f the s w i t c h t a r g e t , e i t h e r a t t he t i m e t h e y p a s s e d , o r w h i l e 
t h e work va& in. p r o g r e s s A c c o r d i n g t o t h e r u l e s , S e c t i o n F o r e ­
man C o r e l y s h o u l d have a s c e r t a i n e d t h a t the s w i t c h was p r o p e r l y 
c l o s e d a f t e r t h e motor c a r and push c a r e n t e r e d t h e s i d i n g , how­
e v e r , he a d m i t t e d t h a t he d i d n o t do t h i s , a l t n o u g h he went 
back t o exairine- t he f r o g ; i t mas a t t h i s p o i n t a t which h i s 
s w i t c h k e y was r e t u r n e d b y S e c t i o n L a b o r e r A r m s t r o n g , who ap­
p a r e n t l y had f o r g o t t e n t o c l o s e t h e s w i t c h . S e c t i o n Foreman 
C o r l e y then made an e x a m i n a t i o n o f a d e r a i l , l o c a t e d on the 
s i d i n g j u s t n o r t h o f t h e warehouse , a l s o o f the n o r t h s w i t c h , 
and was s t a n d i n g o p p o s i t e che wa rehouse , oe tween the mam t r a c k 
and s i d i n g , a t the t ime ot t h e a c c i d e n + S e c t i o n L a b o r e r Arm­
s t r o n g d i s a p p e a r e d i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r the o c c u r r e n c e of t he a c c i ­
d e n t . 

On accoun t of the dus t , made a s a r e s u l t c f t h e work 
b e i n g done b y the s e c t i o n c r e w , Engmeman k u l l e n s a i d he was 
u n a b l e t o see what i n d i c a t i o n the t a r g e t d i s p l a y e d , u n t i l w i t n m 
150 f e e t o f t n e s w i t c h , he then shut o f f steam and a p p l i e d t h e 
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d-ir b rakes i n emergency; he f u r t h e r s t a t e d tha t a t the t i m e o f 
t h e acc iden t , , F i r eman C a r t e r was p u t c m g i n a f a r e Be e s t i ­
mated t h e speed o f the t r a m t o have been be tween 50 and 55 
m i l e s an hour . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

Thus a c c i d e n t was caused by an open s w i t c h , f o r which 
S e c t i o n Foreman C o r l e y and S e c t i o n L a b o r e r A r m s t r o n g a r e r e ­
s p o n s i b l e 

S e c t i o n L a b o r e r Arms t rong 05 ened the s w i t c h , and a f t e r 
t h e s e c t i o n motor and push c a r s had e n t e r e d the s i d i n g , r e t u r n ­
ed the s w i t c h k e y t o t h e foreman w i t h o u t f i r s t h a v i n g c l o s e d 
and l o c k e d tbe s w i t c h . A f t e r u he s e c t i o n c a r s e n t e r e d the s i d ­
i n g , S e c t i o n Foreman C o r l e y went back t o examine the f r o g o f 
t h e s w i t c n , a t which p o i n t t h e b A j t : o n l a b o r e r r e t u r n e d t h e 
s w i t c h k e y t o him, but a t no t i r e lid he n o t i c e t h a t t h e s w i t c h 
had been l e f t open. 

A l l o f t h e e m p l o y e e s m v o r ^ d were e x p e r i e n c e d men; a t 
the t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t none cf V'em had been on duty i n v i o l a ­
t i o n o f any of t h e p r o v i s i o n s c" t n e ncurs o f s e r v i c e l aw. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

C h i e f , Bureau o f S a f e t y . 


