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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CO.UMISSICON

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESVIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT “HICH OCCURRED ON
THiE NEW YOPE CENTRAL RAILPCAD NEAR KANAUGA,
OH[O, ON QCTO3ER 15, 1937.

Novemver 29, 1237.

To the Commission!

On Qctober 15, 1987, there was a head-end
collision between a passenger train and a freight
train on the New York Central Railroard near Kanauga,
Qhro, which resulted 1n the deata of two empleoyees and
the wnjury of seven passengers.

Location and wethod of operavion

Tanirs accident occarred on that part of the
Southern D.vision whica extends pvetween Hobson Junction,
Ohio, and Dickinson, W. Va., a d.stance of 83.8 miles,
altnough from Hobson Junctioa to Karauga, a distance of
9.6 miles, trains &Te cperated over a single-track line
of tne Hocking Vezlley Railway. Between Kanasuga and
Point Pleassnut, W. Va., a dictance of 5.5 miles, within
wnlch territory tuls accident occurred, the New York
Central 15 a sin;le-track line, %raln mevements bhelng
controlled by manual block-signal indications under a
speclal time-table rule reading 1n part as follows:

W oww% troins or engines will Tan by plock
signal wnose indicationsg will suversede
time tabie euperiority and will take tne
place of trein orders.

"Southward trains will wrove from the
Junction svitch at Kcnsaze to the south-
ward signal on hend signal from the
signalman.®

T he accideat occurred et a point 5,357.7 feet

souta of the station at Kenesuga; thilis station 18 on a
3038 curve to tne right for soatnoouno trrins, the
soutnern ead of tre curve being 958.2 feet from the
statlion. Tois curve 1s followed by 2,915.5 feet of
vangent and then 2 compound curve to the left aaving a
total lengtn of 4,743 feet, extending nearly te the
nortnern epproac.s of 2 bridge across the Ohio River,

the point of accident being on this curve at a point
1,483.9 feet from i1te nortnern end. The junction
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ewitch of the New York Centrsl track leads off the
Hocking Valley track to the right at a point 138.4

feet south of the station: at a point 683 feet south

of the junction switch there is another switch leading
off the New York Central trsck to the right to the south-
bound passing track, which parallels the main track on
the west, while the northbound passing track is located
on the opposite side of the main track, These paessing
tracks extended southward practically to the peint of
accident. At the time of the accident the northbound
passing track, which was on the inside of the curve
where the accident occurred, was ocoupied by cars which
materially restricted the range of vision of the engine
crew, The grade at the point of acclident is 0.35 per
cent ascending for southbound traine.

The only signel involved was the manual block
signal loceted beiween the main track and the southbound
passing track at a point 909.3 feet south of the station.
This Bignal, which is operated from the station, is of
the one~arm, three-position, upper-quadrant type, dis~
playing green, yellow, and red indications for proceed,
caution, and stop, respectively, and governs southbound
movements between Kenauga and Point Pleasant, A signal
arm of the same type is also located on this signsl
mast for the purpcse of governing movements northbound
from the New York Central track to the trecks of the
Hocking Velley Railway.

A dense fog prevailed at the time of the acci-~
dent, which occurred at about 7.06 a.m.

Description

Northbound freight train third No. 99 consisted
of 87 cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 3952, snd was
in charge of Conductor Hysell and Engineman Roush, It
passed Point Pleasant at 6.55 a.m., ¢ hours and 35
minutes late on 1ts time-table schedule, and shortly
efterwmards 1t was brought to a stop on the main track
approximately I.5 miles north of that point, near the
south switch of the southbound passing track at
Kanauga, and it was s%11l standing at that point when it
was etruck by southbound train No. 32.

Southbound passenger train No. 33 consisted of
one combination mail and baggage car and two coaches,
all of steel construction, hauled by engine 4754, and waa
in charge of Conductor Shumaker and Engineman Thomas.
Thig train backed into Kanauga on the Hocking Valley
track, northbound. It then departed from Kansuga south-
bound on the New York Qentral track at 7.03 a.m., ac-
cording to the trein sheet on time, and shortly after-
wards it collided with trein third No. 99 while
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traveling 2t a speed estimzrted to awve ocen between 30
and 25 milee oct hour.

Engine 3953, of the 2-8-2 type, remained up-
rigat wita only 1ts driving wacels dereiled but 1t was
consicerably damaged, as was =2lgo tae casc vwitn the second
end tnird cars in ite train; %ee first car wes only slight-
ly demaged. Eagine 4754 came to rest 1a en unrigat posi-
tion wita toe forvard end mounted on tae end casting of
engine 3953, and tie tender buckled sgainst 1ts rear end.
Noane of tne cars i1a trzin No. 38 wac derailed or materielly
d-maged. The cmployees killed were the cnginemsn and
firemsn of train No. 32,

Sunmmary of evidence

Operator Anderson, on duty at Point Pleasent,
st~ted tast at 6.48 2. m. he ootrined a clear block for
train taird No. 99 from {the operator at Kanauga. As tne
engine of that train passed i.5 etation 2t about 6.53
2. m. he signrled tue englnem-on to head in at Kanauge
and the engincmsn zave aim 2 sirilec siynsl, ane then
called tie operstor #t Kanau_s ~ud informed him that
troin taird No. 99 would teke tne siding, tanec operetor
acknovlecdging thic informatioa. About 7.10 or 7.128 a.nm.
Operator Anderson 2g21in celled the Kenauga operator,
inoulred ss o the location of tr-in No. 32, and was
informed t..2t hLe did not knowr, but taoet e did not think
the trmin would proceed without obtaining & clear block.
Querator Andercson furtaer steted that ne did not authorize
tne operator at Kensuga 1o aduwit trein Ho. 32 to the
block 2nd taet ae had no record of 1ts admittonce.

Operetor Root, employed oy tae Hocking Velley
Rzilwey at Xenaugs, stated tuet 2t ecout 6.35 3. m. the
operator at Point Fleasant recuested tne block for train
toird No. 99, waich reguest wee grented, but he had no
record of tuct train having entered tge block altnough
1% ned always been tne prectice to maxe such a record and
e knew tnat tnat trein nad prssed Poiwnt Plcesant.
Operator Root ego.8 .e dié not kaow wnetser train third
No. 99 woula hold t..e main treck on 1ts srrival at
Kenaugh 2nd for tals reacon, vzcua ne went out to hend
on eowme mail to trne crew of trerin No. 33 on 1ts arrival
gt the station ge valked to vituin 15 or 20 feet of the
engline ond told the fireman toat .18 trein should toke
tne sicing, tne fireman acknovledging by nodding nie
heed. Operator Root sai1d aec 22d no conversation with
any other merber of the crew, zlthouga Le hrd aaple
time 1n which to lave done so. Qperstor Root taen re-
turned to ais office i1n the steztiun and at cbout the
time 2¢ got there, 7.03 =. m., s3ue one, e taought 1t
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was tne head brakeman of trein taird No. 99, called him
by telephone from the south end of tne passing tracks

and i1nformed aim that that train would coantinue down the
main track. Train No. 32 etarted wnile this conversation
wes taking place, without Operrtor Root naving given the
recuired hand signal for that trein {o proceed.

Operator Root furtner stated tast wanen ae returned to

t..e station after telking witn the firemsn ne noticed

by tne position of the lever toaat tae soutaobound manual-
block signel was in the stop position, although he

could not see the signal due to the fog. He said he had
placed this signal in the stop position after the passin%
of a southbound train at 6.20 a. m., ipn wnich position 1
remalined until after the accident. He furtner stated
that trains were permitted to pass the signal 1n the stop
position nrovided tney entered the southbound passing
track, but first they would have to recelve permlssion,
waich was not given 1n this inslance.

Agent Rathbun stated that ac arrived at Kanauga
on train No. 33 and saw Operestor Root hand mail into the
baggage car and walk toward tae engine and talk with the
fireman. Agent Rathbun went into the office and observed
that the levers whicn operate tne northbound gnd south-
bound block signals were in a position indicating that
the signals were in the stop vosition. Operstor Root, who
followed him into the office, answered a telephone ¢all
and then remarked to Agent Rathbun that ne was talking
wlth the engineman of train third No. 99, who stated
thet that train would hold the mein track =2nd let train
No. 32 use tke vassaing track, Agent Rathbun replied
th=at he would notify the engineman of trein No. 32 to
that effect but was unable to do so as toe train had
started before he resached the platform and neither the
conductor nor the brakeman was in sight as the train
passed. He said he was absent from vae office not more
then one-half minute for this purpose and during that
time the signal could not have opecen changed to the
proceed position. He said he was aware that train No. 32
departed from the station witaoout autaority but expected
it would head 1n at toe norttn switen of tae oassing track
as tne plock was red. At about 5.30 a. m. the signal
was tested and was found to be funciioning properly.

Engineman Roush, of trsin third No. 99, steted
that he reoceived o clear block »t Point Pleasant and
wiile pasging thzot station he saw the operstor standing
1n the doorway but did not see aim transmit eny signals.
His train continued =2nd was brought to a stop Just
south of the passing track switch at Kenauge at 7 a.m.
He got off the engine and followed the head brakeman to
tie telephone booth and hesrd the brzkeman inform the
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ooserator 2% Kanaugt as to tone position of taeir train.
Tae braxewsn inforned Englnerizn Roush toat the operator
instructed him to cuntinue oa tue mein track, that trzin
No. 33 would be routed tarousn the wvassing, track.
Engineman Roush tnen started to return to his erngine
woen he aesrd trsin No. 32 apsreacalng; ae hurriedly
boarded tie engine and ovservea tae apvrosching train
about 235 cer-lengths distant, tae fogy not being so

taick here a8 =t Kansuga. On =sccount of tze cors stand-
11, on the northbound wassin. track ne could not deter-
r.ine wnetner trein No. 32 vas om tae wein treck or on tae
gouthoouné passin_. track. 4s socn 28 ae rscertained that
tae trein was on tae main track e sounded the englne
walstle and juwped off. He e-i1da tuc anead lizht of his
own trein w28 purning bri atly at the tiume of the aceci-

Py

dent but tnat t.e aeadlight on trzin No. 32 was not dburn-
1iag; he estilazted tae speed of t.at trocin ¢t 20 or 25
ul1les per hour, 2ad noted tze time of tae accident as
7.06 a.m. Eajilneaan Roush saia a1s reszon for holding

the riein track was the heavy tonne_e of nis train.

Tne statenents of Fireman Joanson and Head
Braker an Swetzel, of train thira No. 3%, preciicelly
substantiated tnose of Engineman Roush, while Conductor
Eysell and Fla.man Rollins, of the scme trein, vwere un-
avare of tne inpeanding accident until 1ts occurrence.,

Express weesenger Sv1ta, of train No. 32,
steted ti.e,t 2t the time his trein stopned &t Xaneuga he
onenea the door of his car and Operrtor Root asnded him
so.7¢ mai1l and tnen sterted towards t.e office, put he
d1d 2ot know w.etier tae ovnersftor returned to the
office nor did ze hear the cperstor say anytaing to the
firemen. After tae accident ne wet Operator Root, wio
sa1d toe engllexman rzn by a red block., Tae operstor
cleo s21d sowetura, to tae effect tnat he was _oing to
tell the firemsn 2f train No. 32 but Exorese messenger
Smitno s~2id the oper=tor dic¢ nut couadlete thiaz stabeunent,
g8 Le apreared to be somevn~ct excited, ana Express
kessenger Srith did not knov waet the olerestor was tallk-
1ny asout. Exnress Uessengser 8 1ta said the fog was so
cense tuet the rex_ e of wisidn vas not more tasn 50 or 75
feet. The siz.eaents of Bepsy~ eren Heyes, of trein Xo.
32, adcded rotaninz of 1moortance as e »=1d no attention
to viet was trazssiring waile o1g9 trein vwee standin.
et Heanauga.

Conductor Shumaker, of treiu N.. 32, strted
tieT vien nis trein errived 2t Esnaug e ne opened tae
tr=n door to wer.1t A_ent Ret.bun to et off aud at
t.at tine noticed Operstor Raot .o to tanc bag age-
car door witn some nail, Coadactor Slumaker =aild
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tie trerin stood at that point about one end one-nrlf
minutes snd th=t e then closed the door and pulled

the walatle cord to proceed, without heving recelved

a vrocecd signal from the operator, ~lthough he was
avwere ta=t t.e rules provided for suca & sign=l; he

d1d not kaov wpetner tae reauired signsl aad been given
oy the overator to the engiae crew. Tae weather was
very foggy and t.ae block signel could not be seen from
the station and as the trran zpproached th=t signsal

ne opcned a door on the right side of the trzin for

toe purpose of noting the signal indication., Wien the
train had rcecned a point spout six car-lengths from
the s1gn2l ae could distinguish tac arm governing south-
bound rmoverents and 1t then was in the vertical or pro-
ceed position and tne color light was displaying a green
iadication; he was positive of tae position of the
signal as e kept it under observation until he had
reacned a point very close to it. He tiaen closed the
door, at about whica time the flagman cawe through the
car and called "clear Block," waich Conductor Shumsker
reperted. He estimated the speed of the train at the
time of the accident at 80 miles per hour.

Flagaen Bailey, of train No. 33, stated tnat as
nis train wes backing nortaward over tae Hocking Valley
Railway toward the station st Kanauge, a fewr minutes
prior to the accident, he observed tae block signel
governing soutlibound movemenis over the New York Central
track, which is located about 50 feet west of the
Hocking Velley tragk at thet point, displaying a proceed
indication while tae signal governing northbound move-
ments displayed a stop indication. He remaiaed at the
rear of aie train while 1t stoocd at Kesnauge, a period
of about one minute, and did not sec any hand signzal
glven by the operator to vermit his train to proceed.

He did not again observe the block signal but wien the
train started ane went forward tnrough the trein and upon
encountering tae conductor, about the time the latter
had closed a trap door on tn¢ right side of the ftrain,
ne recsarkeq "clear block, Chrarlie" to wnich tae con-
ductor responded "clear block," Flagwan Bailey's reuark
belng 1ntended as an i1nguilry ratiaer tnan as a statement
sade from his own observation 2t that particular time.
After conversing briefly witn tae conductor regarding
personsl natters ne entered tne next cer snd almost
limediately felt the 1apact of tae accident. He sa1d
the speed of nis train at tne time of the accident was
between 20 and 25 miles per hour, and tnrt apoareatly no
reduction had been made immediately prior to taet time,
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&4 newspeper dispatcn which vas circulated was [0
the effect that the enginemen of trein No. 33 nade an
enteitorten staterent acceoting full responsibility for
the accident. Tais report wes 1nvestigated and found to
have nc basis.

On October 16, 17, 2nd 18, observation of train
movements at Kanairga was sade by the Cornission's inspect-
ors and 1in nc 1ustance did they see tue prescribed nand
g1gnal given to pernis ta= ..ovement of a tresin from the
Junction switeli to tne block signzl governing New York
Central soutibonand trzins. It wes also noted that the
block recordas mrintnined by the operstors ot Kensuga
“nd Point Ple~s~nt did nst ~gree in ~11 p=rticul~rs.

Conclusions

T.1s =»ccident wes coused oy pessenger trein No.
34 enterin: an occupied block, due eirtner to tane failure
of Opcr-tor Root to display # stop si.nel or to the
feilure of the crew of train No. 2% vroperly to observe
and obey the signal indication.

The testimony 18 conflictiny os to tae indice-
tion displayed by the block signzl zoverning southbound
moverents at Kanauga at the time train No. 33 departed
from that point. Both Operator Root and Ageat Rotrbun,
stationed at Kanaugz, stated positively that tae position
ol tae levers waich operate tae northvcound and southbound
Signale 1ndicatcd tnat both of the sizncls were in the
stop position, altaough they did not see the signals on
account of the fog:y weather prevailing. Conductor
Shuraker asserted cositively tia=t tae signel was in the
proceed position #t the time his ftrain passed if, while
Flagman Bailey, of the same tr2in, was certain the south-
bounc signal wasg 1n the clear position at tae tiue nils
trein was backing to Kensugo on the tracks of the
Hockine Valley Railway a few minutes prior to 1ts de-
parture from that point, althou,n Operator Root said
this particular signal had oeen placed in the stop
vroeition at the tine a southobound trein passed taat
point at 3.230 2. &. 2ond was left 1n that position until
ofter the accident. 1Ip view of tne acove stetesente 1%
18 1mposslple t0 determine defiartely wast indicetion
the southbound signzl was displeying when passed by
trein No. 33.

Tue waeight of evidence irdicetes, nowever, that
train Nc.32 departed frox Keneugr witaout the crew first
naving received a aand signel from tae operrtor es pre-
scribed py the rules, for whica Conductor Shunsker and
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En.1inemen Thomas of that train are resovonsivle. H=d tne
trs1n rempined at tnat point until tnis signal had been
received 1t 1s probable tnis accideat would nave deen
averted. In this connection, however, 1%t 18 only proper
to point out taat tane supervision of operatin, concitions
at this point 18 fer frow being wiat 1t snoulc be, one
1acdication of this being the fact tnat during tae tnree
days folleowing the date of tie accident 1t was noted

tnet soutrbound trains were permitted to depert from
Keneuga vitnout having recelrved tne nend slgnal reoculred
by the rules, alticugh 11 would naturally be expected
tnat all concerned would be paying strict attention to
tie requirements of tae rules, at least for a few days
folleowing the occurrence of the accident. It also ap-
peared tnat the block reccords mainteined by the operators
at Kenaupa =2nd Point Pleasant did not agree, and that tae
operator at Kanauge sa1d he instructed the fireman of
train No. 32 to enter tie southbound passing track at
tuet point while tae omerator at Point Pleesant stzted
ae gave a hand sign2l to tae engine crew of trein thard
No. 89 whicn signal probably was not recognized, to take
tne passing track 2t Kanauga; 1n other words instructions
were given which would nave reguired both trains to take
t.e same passing track, the other passing track being
wlocked, and naa tuose directions been complied with by
woth crews tne probable result, in view of the weather
conditions, would heve been that the accident would nave
occurred on the passing track instead of on the main
treck. It 18 also noted that i1n Operator Root's state-
ments he said the fireman of treia No. 32 operated the
Junction switch, =lthough he supposed this was tne duty
of the operator, but that they never uncderstood fully who
wes to handle the switch, It 18, pernezps, acedless to
gny that tne existence of suca conditions saculd not be
tolerated on any reilroad,

Had an ~decguate automestic train stop or train
control device becn in use on thils line tiis accident
would not aave occurred.

Tae empioyees i1nvolved were exderienced nen 2nd
2t tne tiwe of tZe accident none of taean had been on duty
1n violetion of any of the provisions of tae nours of
service law,

Respectfully gubmitted,
W. P. Borland,

Director.



