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To taoe Commiwgion

Cn April 4, 1287, there wos a head-end collision
betmeoen a passenzer tra.n and a freieont train on the Cklahoma
Cify-Ada-Atoks Rarlway near Xonsvwa, Qkla | thach resulted in
tne aeath of one enployee »2ad the 1njary of ocicht possengrers
aac. four employees.

Lecation and method of operation

Taig rairlway cxteads between Oklahowa City and
itoka, OLla., a distance of 1%£.9 ~m1les, 1n t.e vicinity of
tne point of sccident thzg 18 a siunele-irack line over which
troins are operated by tine-turle =2na train orcerz no block-
sixnal svete il belasm 1n use Tre point of accident wes 754.5
T=et noi1th of mile west 424, approacniag tnis voint frou the
north tacre 1g a traens 2,039 fect 1a lengta, followed by a
47 curve to the lalt 1,150 feet 12 lenatn, the acciudent occur-
rina 11 a-ogut the ceator of *1@ curve Approachiaz fror toe
south tarre 1s o te.veat 3,327.% feet 1n length, followed by
the curve on whicn the acecile occurTt Tac grate at uvre
poirt oif ecgicdent 1g 0 O per Pen+ dcsceacing Tor southoound
trains. n acccunt of aa egoenlkvent oa the 1acide of tae
curve the range of rigion 1s res tr1cteu to aocout 380 feet.
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The weather was clear at the si1me o the accitleat,
wnich 2ccurred at about 5.232 p m.

Degeription

orthbound passenger train No 5 consisted of one
wooden bageage car, one steel combination ralil and passenger
car and one wooden coaca, hauled by engine 331, and was 1n
charee of Coaductor Burkey aac Enzireman Werl:i Train No 15
devarted from Ada, 15 7 miles south of Xonawa, at 4.48 p.a.,
12 winates latve and colliced witn southbound freisnt extra 491
at a point about 3 miles south of Yonawa vhile traveling at a
spnaeC egtimated to nave seca from 15 to 20 miles per hour.

Southbouid frri-ht train extra 471 consisted of 19
cars anc A caloose, haulec by ensine 491, and wos 1n charge of
Concuctor bradley aiw Tawirenan Joharon It depaTted From
Shawaee at 11.20 a.n., suopnei a2t Xorara at 2 50 ». d=orrt-

.L')
ed from taat point at 5.14 p ., aad colliced —2th S181a Mo. 15
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while traveliaz at 3 sheed varionsly sgtianled to have been
betweca 8 and 320 wil~s per hour

Doth cngines were partly derailec and came to rest
1a an upricht mosition, quite oadly daraged Tne bazcage car
1n train Yo, 13 was derailed and both cnds of 1t were tele-
scoped for a aistance of apout 3 feet, while tne sixth car
1n tne freicht train was de~olished, none of tne other equip-
ment was derailed or damaged The employe> killed was the
Tireman of the passeamer train

Sarmary of evidcice

Tnglneman Johnson, ol extra 491, stated that at
Konawa he received a mesgcage to set out his trawn at Ada
ant to procecd to Stonewall, south of Ada, and at that time
ne thousht of train No. 15, but afterwards he completely
overlocked that train and dic not think of 1%t again until
after the accident had occarred. Tihen his train departed
fiom Xonawa he received a proceed signal from the conductor,
who was located at the rear of the train, and the first
Znowledge he had of anythinz wrong was vhen the fireman
shouted end jumped off Ingineman Joanson said hils train
taien was about two teleoraph pole-iengths from the point of
accidcat, moving at a speed of about 10 ~1les per hour, he
iamediately applied tne air orakes 1n emcrgeacy and thousht
he had brought tne train practically to a stop before tae col-
lisioa occurred Notninz n1d beea said to nim by any »ther
members of the crew with rezei1d to traia Fo. 18 and he held
no orders involving thaat trarn  ETnrineman Johnson furthe:
stated that he was carrving a standard watch vhich had been
inspectea avout two weelis prior to the acciient, =and taat
before Geparting from the terminal he n~a campared it with a
standarcd clock and also vith the concductor, but that he did
not sion the time-corparigon record saying 1% nad always been
nis practice to compare his watcn but 0% 2alraye to sizn the
record

Fireman Sebers, of extra 481, stated that before
reachin? Konawa ~and also while at that station he nad 1n-
gquired of Envinenan Jonnson as to where he intended to pass
train No. 15, but 1in eacn casc he Jid not think tne cngl.eman
heard him and he did not say anything more aoout 1t after
leavine Konawa. Approachins the point of accident he had been
working on the deck of the envine and nad just 1eturned to
his seat box when he obsgerved train Mo 15 approacning, at
walch time the two irains were 75 or 100 fect apart with his
own traln movinc at a sneed of 15 or 20 miles per hour. He
at once called to tnc eazinenan and jumped off He attridbuted
the cause of the accideat to the overleokin~ of train No 18
by the crew of extr=a 421 Fireran Scberg Turther stated shat
on the fay of the accideat he nac 20 time—tadle 1n his
PO35eSS1oN
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Concuctor Bracley, of extra 491, gtated that he
talked vith the digpatcher oshile his train was at Konawa
Dut tre.n Fo. 13 vas not meationed nor wid he hold any train
oriers cecncerning tnat traia, he had a tine-table in his
possesgslon but did not refer to 1% At the time his train
departed from Konai'm, whica he gaid was at 3.05 p.m , ac
lateanded to mo to Tyrola, located & € miles scuta of Konawa,
to mect train No 18, hich he thoucht vas due at that point
at 5.324 p.m As a matter of fact train ¥o. 15 15 due out of
Tyvrola at 5.0l pm , warle troin Yo 14 1s duce at 5.22 a .
instead of 5.22 ».r.., nc claimed, however, thet he had con-
fusea tne times of those twe traing  After lcaving Konawa
tacxe were some brakes sticking and thoe train was brought
to a stop for the purpose of releacing tnem, and due to this
delay and considerable clerical work wnich he had to do he
entirely forget about train ¥o. 15. He did not notice any
avplication of the air bra%es prior toc the accident and esti-
mated the speed of the train at the tiwe to have been 3 or
10 miles per hour. Hig praclice was similar to that of
Tamineaan Johnsoa in thet he always compared hils watch with
a staadard clock but dia not alwaysc sign the twume reglster.
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Flagman ¥eller, of extra 491, stated that whale
216 train was at Kona 'a he consuliec his tine-table and noted
the time at whica train ¥Wo. 16 wag cue at tnat poiat, but
he did not mention the fact to any meunoser of the crew as he
thouzht his traian would not leave Tozawa until the superior
train had arrived Afior departin, from Kenamwa ne still re-
mewoered train o. 18, but acain falled to notify otner wem-
bers cf the crew, sayinm tnat ho was enpnped in releasing the
brakes on a car on which the whe~1lg were sliding Flagian
Keller did not have a standard watch nor had he oeen furnished
with 2 book of rules The statepents 2f Henc Brageman Brcook-
ghire, of extra 481, who was ridin. on one ol tne c¢are ncar
the hesa end of tane train, dprought out no ailitional facte of
1mportance He had been furnished ™ith » book of Tules and
time-ftable, but did not have the oock of rules vita hin while
the time-table had worn out and he had not asked for another
copy

Engineman Werli, of ftraia No 18, s71d the first
kmowledyse he had of an oprosine train was wnen he observed
extia 491 aporoaching around the cnurve, about 400 feet dis-
tat, at vhich time the gpeed of a1s own traia was avout
20 m1les per ncur He 1~acdintely shut off steam, applied
the air brakes 1a crnierzeacy aac jwiped off, calling to nis
firemnan to do the s-'me tning  Ee thougat he had gucceeded
1n reducine the so2eed o his train to about 15 miles per
nour before the sczident ocecurred

Conductor Bur«ey, of train Yo 16, stated that
after tne occurrcnco of the accideat he i1nquired of the con-
ductor of extra 421 as to vhat oraers he uell and ne replied
that he had none regardiag train No. 15 and and eatirely over-
lpoked the train
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goncluscions

Thisg accident wasg cpused by the fact tThat the crow
L)
ol extra 491 overlocked train ¥o 15, an owposlig 5UPCr1OT
tr=zain

The conductor sm1d he nad confused the departing
time of traim Mo 15 from Tyrola, 5 0L o w , with the depert-
inT time of trean Yo 14, 5,22 a 1, aad tart afterwards he
forgot entirely ahout tirsin o. 18, the flagman said he reren~
bered train Yo 13, even aftei his own trein had departed from
Yonawa, but failed to 10t1fy the ocher members of the crov,
welaz engaged 1n bleedine tne bra%es from one of the cars in
t1e trrin, apparently the re~alnlag menocrs of the crew simply
overlocked train Ko 16 eatirely The menbers of the crer of
extra 491 had nothing in the way of vausunrl conditions to con-
tend vith, and under these circuustonces there 1s little that
can be s,pi1d by way of excuse for their failure to keep thear
miadg oa thelr duties

The 1nvestiration develoned thrt the requircments
0 the rules ' 1t2 regard to carrying time-tables and stondard
watches were not beine complied witn by all of the menbors
of tne crew of extra 491, vrhile one of these employees hac not
pe~n provided vith a copy of tne Dook of rulocs Tt alsc an-
peared that during loe siy-day pericd ending with Aprail 4, the
dny on which tne acuident ocourred, 30 engine crevs had Co-
parted e.ther from the oasseiger gl-tion at Otlahoma City or
Tror the yvard rt Sasw aad that oalv one cnoginoman and slzaed
tne time-comprTrlgon record, durinz the sare period 19 troin
crovig departed from the sace points ond anly 8 ceaductors
signed the time-compnrison record Qut of 20 1abound eazine
cre 'z, oaly 11 cneginemen and 7 fire-en siecned the call tegister
aad out of 14 traia creis only 2 crovs gizoaed the chill rejister
The rules require conductors nd caTinemon 1o exoanine bulletin
books aad to sizn ftaeir asres on Lhe last bullriia posted as
an 1ndication that they have familiarizced therselves with all
bulletins poeted up to thet time, the 1avegtigation disclosed,
however, that 126 bulletias were posted in the bulletin pook
at the passenger stalion 1n Qklahoma Ci1ty, where Passenger
trainmea report, between April 14, 1925, and February 11,
1927, ana that none of taese bulletins was posted 1n the oulle-
t1ia 200k located in Shaw vard, where all freoight trainmen Tre-
port for auty Noe oulletin book 1s malatained at Tae round-
house where the eaglae crews report for duty It also apneared
that very few of the bulletins posted 1n tae passenger station
nad been sigaed by the enployees af’ected therebdy The exist-
eace of such a situation 1ad1cates laxues:= 1n supervision whlich
18 certaia to be reflected by tac cmployees in their attitude
tovard their duties and 1s som~ihinz walch should be corrccetced
with the leagt 2cssile delay
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Had an eacquete block-sismal gystem poop 1m use on
this line, thig accirlent probsbly would not hav- occurred, an
adeguatc automatic trein stop ot train conirel device vould
have prevented 1t b

Tith tao exception of the head br-kenan, all of the
nerbors of the cre” of €rtrn 481 vere (rperiencgsd rien, they
hac o~ern 0a duty nesrlT 10 hours, preTious Lo wiich tary had
cern off duty apoioximatelv 24 nours The crew of train No.
16 haa been on @ity silightly more tnaa 10 aours alter Ifron 323
o 32 hours off ocuty

R[espectivlly gubmitted,

W. P. BORLALD

DirocinT



