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Xu re Investigation of an avoidant whioh oeeurrad aa the Seaboard 41? tin* âll̂ ay at yrssafeiiatoa, C«* aa JPearuery IS, 191a* 

Oa ysbruary IS* 3fflst there ma a yearlong collision 
Vtwepa a raaeease* trn*n aad a freigbt angina oa tba Seaboard 
Air tin© Baia-a&y at frnnkHritoti, 9* C»* which resulted la tba 
daath af n ear loyeaa sad tba injury af 3g paanaas@r# aad 4 
ê ?loya*a# After invest lotion af tbia aaaideat the Chief 
af tba Divlaioa af Safety rerorte aa foXleroH 

the Sal sigh Dl*trlet af tbe Virginia Division af 
thia raitey* aa «rhlea tfci * aaaideat ©eeunfed* la a e&m$le«-
tmcfe line* estaadin® between Saleifh* 3* 0** aad ̂orlina* 
St* a* traia HBOveaei*t* »3?e governed by traia orders, time­
table and manual bleak Ritual syRbeiB* 

f?arthbouad freight trala 8ad 39e* 78 eoaeiated af 
7? mm and a gaboona, h&al&d by leeossativea 93d and 311* 
and ia ebar&e ®f Conductor ffiltfava aad S&glaemas Ki^ea-
hart aad Harris* This tr*in left Jahnroa 8tre«t yardj Itaieigh* 
£ # at St SO &«a«t February n t h * aad arrivod at yrantt intoa* 
U* G« at lii.so «*m*f February 19th* At frnnhliaten there are 
ttm »>aeelag traateat one having a eesraeity of el aara and the 
other a amenity of 4S Q&T$, tha aouth attlbehea of both being 
iaented a short di&tanae aouth af the station* When train 
Sad Eto* 7? ftrrlved at that <,>©int* leeoi&etlve ©2d sma detached 

&a?oh %Sp 101©• 



trm, the traim and L E E O A O T I T E $11 with $o eats gulled in m 
one of the $a«ein$ traefce* ioeofliotiire @S4 them baektd onto, 
tho rejcflinfitr of tho errata and gulled into tho other i?asaltM8 
tr&efe*. el*ari&§ the «*ain traeit at «*iaf At 1*48 
afte? an 3f*rdue pajraensje* train had passed* loeeajotlf* 634 
engaged In ewiteMng until s#09 a«%* taeosotive 311 regained 
on tho on the ̂ easing tr&eit until about 4#1S «««$*„ when it 
was brought out on the min traeh for the purpose of trans* 
ferric it to the etsh#r passing traek* While engaged in 
m&l&e; this aorĉ ent It vms atruek by northbound pmmn&*r 
train ft©* l<5f at abmst 4*51 

Sforthbeund £s«s*n$M? train &e* I0t m rout* fmni 
Hleiftli ?la»* to Wew Tone, if* Y,t and fcnovsji aa the ̂ Florida 
Halted*w eonaî ted of 3 ali~0tff*l ears* hauled by loeotsotive 
10Sf asa #ae in oharge of Oonduetor ̂ elah and tngiftes&n $all## 
It isfft foanaos street, Saiatgb* 0** at 3*40 a«suff 

minuter 2^tef *l»h an order *c mn minutes late to $orlissf 

passed Frsaieli&toa at 4.3a ?*JB»*. 30 minutes late* and collided 
with loeo&afclve nil #tot 4*los feat aorth of Frsj&lihtoh 
static* while runuiag at a a;>end of 4B or SO sjlleu m hour* 

Ti>© eel 113ion A.'-rc-srS the rear of the tender of 
loee&eClre Ml *nd the front and of iooô otlre 103 ta tho 
left af the fcraefc, overturning tfcree freight oars standing 
an the ̂ eet passing $r̂ e&# Utsossotl** 811 wan foreed looaa 
freua ice tender and continued aortbwerd on the tr&eh for a 
dietanoe of @«sv©rf*i hundred feeti while its tender seme to 



• a * 
feat ia *m upright position 0a the ro«db«4 ia a badly defeated 
ea&ditiea about feat aorta af th* point of eoUialon* 
IfOaottativa 19S end It.? t<«$*?» «ht«to ̂m* JfttEaea: tightly â nlnat 
ta* b*ll*r«h*0«* « w so roat partly on their right side and 
vrfrre %uried uit« damply in the roadbed about 18 feat from 
tha r^r af the tender of loaoitotlvn 511* Beth the engina&an 
ard firearm af Hoaonotsve 102 ̂ era Sctilad* the former baia# 
aaalded to death and th* lathe* bela& *v*ah*4 between tha 
m^tm aad $@na*fr* th* fire* three ear* in traia Ha* 10 tar* 
derailed sad aa*t»iaed «en#l&«rabl* damage* the first ttv 
hoî g t$r» fro» their tsrua&e* ?&* res*iais^ aisc aara in th* 
trala reewrtvad a© f-aaage «tfcar than broken pnael* of «1 a©s* 

A&rro&ebiag ti a seas* ©f the aaaideat aad passing 
through yramrtlnton*. the traetc Sa otr«ight, ruanla$ alaset 
da® north aad :?cuth« At a paint 700 feat north of tha atatiaa 
is the b&gitsrain̂  of a ̂ decr** aunre to tha laftf 1,800 foat 
in length, eh ia faDe^d by tangent traek to tha paint 
of *aniflioav l£§00 feet beyond tha aad af thia eurva* The 
grade t# «iî bt?y d*ae*adln$ for northbound tr&laa# fha 
watcher at tlie tlwe of the ̂ aoident ma olaar and sold* 

gs&iaes??* 3forri*t of loae&otlva 311* atnted that 
wtjen his tr^in arrived at frvafcllatoa* loeoaotiv* 634 we* 
imcou?l©(] frm th* tmia md r̂eoeedad an tha ataia traefc aatil 
It r a e «3art* af th* south *«it*h af th* west or southbound 
y a n * i a « traafc, that he the* pulled Stf ear* into that 
jjnaains tr*oH at about 12*38 Ma atated that hia /era 
of the train remained tbere until a few Riant0a after **00 



e*oloes> when the eoiored brafcessan brought bf& « ttoatagg 
abating IHf tbe oyev of Bio train* with tbo oxooptiofl of 
tbo grow of loociaotive «3«t wore to deadhead to fforteKQUtb, 
To* on train lot *o# 8» Snginenen Barrio further abated toot 
after be bad read this neeeag* tan brafeestan aald that he bad 
beam inatraotad by the oondaator to tell hits tn bring bin 
angina beat to tbo east or northbound imaging traak# Ettgine* 
nan Sarrla abated that he then looJrod at hie natab and told 
tbe braitenaa that bo eouia not mk* that wsm and oioar train 
tfe# 1Q| aa that train ma dan at frantlinton at 4*19 e*a*# 

aad that the brajtecsea than told bits that tbo aoadaotor oaid 
be ronld "bold everythlag* nntil be reaobed there* B# etattd 
that it wee 4#18 a.m. when be brought bio engine oat onto tbo 
nain treat and etarted baek toward tbo north aattoh of tbo 
one* panning traaK about 2tw faeft dlatant* When hie angina 
bad gone bag* about is ear length* bo mm the rofleotioa of 
tbo elegtrie headlight of train ffe« 10 on the earn on the 
eaab $eeeing nraeft at it roaadiag tbe earve* end ha im­
mediately eant off atean aad applied tbe brake** So eheuted 
to bio firetson that tbe approaebing train bad not boon flagged# 
at tbe aeeo blae reversing his eagiae* So abated that aid 
fir«3aa than lighted a fusee aad get* It to the brahenan» bat 
did not know what the latter did *itb it* Bin angina eaa 
saving ahead when tr*ia m* 10 rounded tea eunre it high 
opted* tbe oolllaion ooourrlag aa laetant later* Bo stated 
that there mm a rale providing that when a bloefc hag onoa 



been eleared It eaasot to entered without ?*r»i»»iea fraa t b o 
dispateher* and t h a t bio train yeeeiveg ao written order 
authorising tbo aowement being aada la t h i s instanae* but 
that it was e u a t o K a s y to aaka a u o h aaweaaate without w r i t t e n 

order** if protested by a fls&ssa* aad that it had been dona 
assy tittiee. t*&umm Harris s t a t e d that ha had aot bean 
eelee? at any tiae while hie train waa oa the ̂ easing tra«k 
oa the morning of the aoeideat* that he had e a e a three train* 
e a a a ta that ttaaf aad that he tmew train He* 10 had aot 
passed* fa further stated t h a n ha had always eeagidered 
o o l o r a d byafceaen reliable in delivering verbal in&truetloas 
end that when tha hreJfeaaa la this Inetanee told him ta go 
book to the east passing traefc with hie angina and that the 
jseveaeaa would b e protested by the soaduater holding ©very* 
thing until he got tfe#rat bo d i d hot for a aaaeat doubt tha 
exactness or Taraeity of bis imshraoaiaaa* 

Conduetor Willlesse. of train tad Sfo# fa» stated 
that his train arrived at yraafcliataa at it*so a«&«, eemiag 
ta a atop at the south ewltefa of the southbound sealing traofc> 
The leading laoaaablvttf So* 834, was then unooupled and loco* 
isotive Ha* 3111 with 00 ears* pulled la an the southbound 
yeaning treafe* i»aes*s&blve 934 then eaupied oato the vast of 
tha train tad pulled in oa tha northbound passing tr&efc* la 
stated tbat at 1*45 a«su* a northbound sraeeenge* train paaseg 
franhlinton, after s&iob he set out several daf estiva oars 
on the rear part of the train, baring first told the operator 



that bo mo ®olag to do so. Oonduotor m u t a n t atatoa1 that 
prior to oobtiag out tbooo oara tbo oaorator bad aot airoa 
bia any ordoro or olearaaoo oard to ̂ orsit bin to ©ooupy 
tbo aain traô i aad aald tbat it m* not noooaoary to obtain 
tbo ̂ armlaaion of tbo operator for tba aarpoao of setting out 
oara, oad tbat $uoh a motbad of procedure wa* ou&tomary *boa 
no aueorior train* woro duo* i&ooaotlyo 834 ana uead ia tbooo 
oaiftiag aerations* tbat mf* tela* oasaplotod at i*©8 a#suk 

afcoa bo notified tbo operator taat bia ontlro train aao Into 
oioar* Bo said tbat bo tfcea r<tooiyod an ardor at&ti&g tbat 
a southbound ostra ;asaoniC'r train OJUO sn̂ roaohing, Doiaa duo 
at Kittroll* tbo first station aorta, at $«3? a*ns* Train Mo* 
a9 a ̂ outtibound paaaongav train pmm& fraakliaton about 8*00 
a*su, aad tho oatra paasad about a»m* fte ot'itod that bia 
traia rossaisM oa tho , aiding traaka aftar tho labtor train 
bad paowd* oa thara was not sufficient tfesa la ̂ hioh to got 
out for train S?o* 10* llo ttatad that bo aao in tha toio&raph 
offieo whoa oaoh of tho southbound trains poasod, and romaiaod 
thoro until about 4*06 a.m., ̂ hoa ho ms glvon a »aaoago in* 
&truotlag th© ormv of bia train* **ith the oaooptioa of tho 
arose of looomotivo 834, to doadhoad to Portsmouth oa traia lot 
Ho* ®» y^hlah rcas duo about tw bourn iatar* Sa atated that 
at thia tlsse train So* 10 w*a antorlnjg tho blooJe at tfaic© 
Fora&t, 10*0 a l i e a south of fran&ii&toa* flo iesmodiatoiy vast 
into hia oabooMO| »»nd tho following la tho atatOBoat of Con« 
daotor ̂ llliana ooaaoraing tho iaatruatloaa whioh ho gavo bia 



braketma* who ma tn sua eabeaae* 
"I told bi& &feat our laetruotiona aavai 

that Ho* to m& in the block, aad that I inaated him to $o low* and tie tha ferafeos aa 
thoaa earns and oa toon as So* 10 gassed ta 
taK« 912 and ooupl* aheajd of $54 ao tha 
engine tttm oa 334 eoald watoh tha engine* aa wo had to deadhead to Fertsmautb* ha 
IM4« a alow tsove la «ettiag around, t told 
his Ho* 10 wao ia tha aleak and to go ahead 
aad tla tha brafeaa aad tell tha engine** a« soon as Ho* 10 passed to etme bae& aad eougtle ahead of 8S4* fie left the eaboase aad 
fob about one mv length frets tha eahooea* want to the door aad sailed hist, sailed hiss by his name* *$o% you understand that ha* 10 la to run befare ?eu oosae out** He said he understood aad repeated it after ae** 

©oaduatifcr flniiaisa said that he heard train Ho* 10 epproaehing 
Frattkliii&o&# and ths*t he m @ in hi& oahoosa when that train 
easeed, at 4*̂ 0 «*»*» nt a a;.eed of about SO wile** an fcour* 
and that he heard Sbe nolne of the eolliaiea* He stated tbat 
after the galltftlea he asked tbo englnejiaa of loeaaatira 311 
«faat the brafceaaa fed told bin, the engtna&ea replying that 
the brafceman had told blr- fchat tho aoaduetor *m» ®elag to 
hold evarythlng until to got b»ok mm into el ear*11 Conductor 
Williams etated tbat h* gave the brafceaea no iiueb Instructions* 
Be said that after the aoettf̂ t ho asfced the brafceaan what he 
had told fc&e eaglaesaaxt* and ue replied tlsat he had told bla 
tMt train So* 10 not : eased and to bring tha engine baoh 
as soon as that train did p&s* Conductor Willlane further 
stated that there was no reason -aby he oould aot bare per** 
sea&U^ delivered the asssag* to tb« engiaeman* but that he 
did sot think it aeeesaary and tret it wa» eustessary to hare 



b?a&e$en deliver eueh isaoa&gaa* ft* also abated the* so far 
*e he ha*** th* hraKaman wee reliable* that he waa fnalllar 
with the fflova&aat ef train*, hot that h* did net think ha 
had been examined an the hook af rule** 

J lagpraa Wheeler, af train tad Wo* »8t *tat«4 that 
he awStê ed $rsiti«aa l?ô l«8t when the oonduete? a«i»* ta th* 
tabooae *s?ith the fsaaaâ a and iaehruetieu* ta he delivered 
to tha engineman* So oorrahomtod th* otateaent of 0oa«* 
duetor trillion* ta to tha instmotioaa given th* hrahesran 
at that tire* 

Colored Br̂ ftmKn Hewlett* of t*aia sad $e# *g, 
»tiite& that ̂ an the eenSuetor returned to tha eahaaa* trm 
tha t*l*gr*;>!* offlo* h© s<ive M» a mnm®$ for the *ailn*wa# 
in regard to deuaĥ naing to Partmouth, sad alao inatruatad 
h£s» to tall tba engitierasa tbat ha wa» to *ult until train 
tfo, 10 had paaaad and then bring hi* angina baeh and oouple 
it to locomotive 6S4 on tha northbound *a*»ia# traek* S * 
atated that «feea ha reached the head end of th* train he eat 
the br&Kea on three aura, uneoupled loeatsetlv* 511, got up 
e& the entwine and, finding the anglsanan «*laan# awa&eaed 
hU end ®*iV© hiia the ̂ aasaga* R* srnid the *ftgin*sian thaa 
tend th* meae&&9* looked *t hi* wateh and tlft**aard aad oaldJ 
•»I.*tffl go,1* sad, thinklĥ  tbe *a&ln*$aa had eeta* roaaoa for 
b e l i e v i n g It to be safe to go out oa th* aaia trsta*?, h* opened 
th® switch aad loeoROtive 311 **a» brought out oa th* aala 



traok* At ©a* poiat ia hi* tostiaony* Iteafcaaaa »o*iott otatod 
taat a* told Xagiaaaaa Sarria ta wait until train ia* l& 

Q pa*a*dt aad at another paiat taat aa *atd Bathing ta bis 
about it* at aa* paint a* atatod taat ta* ©»*in©fcan ashed 
Ht» if train 8o* 10 baa paaoed* and at *na*a*v taat a* had 
ant daa* aai at on* paint a* «tatod taat Coaduotor tilliaa* 
told aim ta tall ta* aagiaaaaa ta wait aatil avals Ha* 19 
paaaatp an oaotaar taat tha only iaatruatioaa th* ©oatfuotor 
aava aim ataat that traia mm ta th* off*** that it anal* 
pane a/ ta* tint* ha reaofcad looocwtlr© Sllt wail* at aaathaw 
paint ha atatod that after gotttna up on tho oagiao aai ha* 
ginning ta talk ho ooa^iotaly format traia Sa* 10* Brako-
man Bawlott further stated that h* la unabl© to road or writa* 
that a* had aoror haaa *%aaiinad on tho hook of «tl*ot had 
naror aaon siroa «ny flagging iaatra*ai©»at and that a* laomod 
to ha o bra&a&aa hy watohing othar hraftonan porfor* tholr 
aatloa* Be atatod that ha ma as* ©op in tb© oaboooo during 
part of tho tin* that hio train mm oa tho passing traokt 

tat that ho was awak* wh«n Oonduotor Willleas ga*a aim th* 
aoaaag* and iaatruatioaa for Inglnaaaa Barrio* 

golarod riressaa Samoa, *f laoojeatiro all* otatoa 
that aaitbor ha aor Sagisosian Sa&rt* war* aaloop at any tia* 

( oa th* aoraing of tho aooldoat* 3* ©aid that «b*a th* bra*©* 
saa eats* up on tha angina ho told lagiaaaam Barrio that ho 
aaa uaaouplad tho ongin©, h^ndod hia a fioao&g© aad told hia 
that tho ooodaotor waatod hi® to triad *h* ©nglat taofe oa th* 



aaln Una and s>laee it en the ether ;*aoalng btnefe* a* stated 
that haglagnaa ftarrle eased the tra&eaan whether train Ba« 
10 ha* $ag0*g aad tae latter replied taat tn* aosauetor *«mrt* 
look eat fa* •*n*|thing,* threw the aedteh aad elgaeled aid 
englaeman eat an tn the main traah* fireman Samoa vtated 
taat after etaftiag beek eemeone shouted *Laafcenti dive tie a 
ya***i*# that he lighted onet handed it to the brakemed, and 
an iaetant lot** aaa rendered aneoaaeloua by the force of the 
oolliaion* He aaid hie engine aaa retrereed anon the eollialon 
ooeurred* 

Conductor w*l*hv of train id, elated that 
approaching rranalinton he hoard hi* engineaaa whietl* for 
the train order signal end wont to the floor of the baggage 
gar and iaahed for the algael* ft* taw that it had not gone 
to the aleor pogitUni and felt the hrahae helng applied, th* 
eaaed helng redaoed ta about 9@ »il*e pm hour, Ee stated 
that etten hie train hag nearly reaohed the etatlon the eigne! 
want to the alter pooltion and the train again gathered eoeed* 
8* farther atated that at the time of oolliaion the a^oed 
of hie train wae about ell nlloe an hear, no aaplleatloa of 
the hralcoa having teen «ad«* 

The Sale* and fcagalationa of the Operating Popart** 
neat of thia railway provide aa fellowes 

*d8* An inferior train anat gioar the tin* of a anterior train, in tae earn* direc­
tion, not lean than five aiimteei hat onet 
he oiear at the time a ftrat-elee* train, in 
the a uae dlr*eti®af la dae to leer* the nest station In the rear efcor* tin* ie *h0w»»* 



*tl* ' 
A traia failing ta elear the aaia 

tree* tr the ts*a maim t̂r m## auat b* tatted *« prescribed hy Btti* a*** 
*2tta* fraitis af aa Inferior elsaa ante 

net eeeaw tea asia Una ia aay aloel? «he» a 
traia af a aaserier elee* ia due ta iaava taa 
first station ahead or ia tba rear** 

*$au A traia aavia« aieared a nlaefc and 
bavin* vaan aa reported aunt aot ra*«*bar anon 
aloe* exeeot aadar #roteetiea ay fla*. aa *#* 
paired by fteaarsl Sale m9 

la tbia inatanae aoaa af thee* rules waa ahaervea* 
fha diraat eeuae of tbia aaaideat w t leooaotive 

311 eeea$riag tba aala traek oa tbe tint* of a eunarlor flret* 
elaas traia without authority or psepwe $rateatiea# for eaten 
eeaduetor wtuiaaa aad laniae&aa Carrie are reas'Oaeibl** 

A e*a*xihuaia$ eau«e m& the failure to Colored 
Srateemaa 8e»&e*e to deliver properly ta Sngiae&ah larria 
taa iaatraatioaw entrant*© ta him by Oea&ueto* I U U M , 

fa* atatfl̂ eata of tbe eaploywee iawlved are eoaflietingf 

bat tba atate^eat of the ea$inet&m U oorroborated by that 
of tba firmm, and the etsteweue «f the oendtteto* it eorro-
berated by that of hia fia«u*at \dtUe the atateaaeBta of tha 
eolared b**Swaaa are vary eenfllabiag and aoatradiatery* Xt 
ie ae$ay«at» how*v*rt that tbia loeoaatlfe mn permitted ta 
oeoupy tha aala traah haaaaae af the failure af tha bra&aaan 
^ra^erly to deliver to tha en$ineaaa tha lastraatloaa rae*t*«a 
by hia fraa the oaaauetor* Safety la trala operation M a i 
the servie** af eoopeteat sea* yet la thia layaatiiptioa it 

i i 
was developed that a eolorad brakaaan* unable to read or wit** 

file:///dtUe


aha had aanar fceea araaiuad oa taa hoote of rules f aad aaa 
and a a w aeon given any inetruetiene a* ta tBO proper 
aaane? ta whiea ta p#xf®m hi* duties, entrusted fey taa 
eaadsetor la eharge of this train with on t»#ertaa* sseeaage 
for delivery to the eaaj$n«ma% aad aaa * £ m direotiaas that 
aeaaaadtated taa «*• of tae aaia traefcj aad m amageaeaaa 
were aada ta gravida proper oroteetioa far auah aevement* tha 
eaglaema aeoâ ted taa etatê eat of taa aelored hrefce&aa end* 
am the atrength of i&, oeea$lad tae aaln traefc without fcaoa* 
lag whether or mt proper ̂ rateetlaa rat ̂ rarided* 

Sueh attveaeat* *r© la dlratn violation of Sale !O0f 

whieh gravida* that! 
#Boan eaaduetore end oaglnessea ere rae$oa@ihle for the safety of their trainŝ  aad* under mmttlvm aot provided far by the rules. sa*ab tiwre trary pre* eautiaa for bisir £r$fc$«ti&a#® 

Under eueh almisste&ea*- It doe$ m% s*m& aarataaaabl* that 
the responsible white aaplvyaaa la »f trnts* if 
they esT'OGt to t̂ ke th* -word of aelored eieyiayaê  aad c-aeupy 
the oal* tmnie $ithfi>ut #rô er ̂ rateatta^ nust OJ»U;S« full 
responsibility for such aovenwrt**, 

aonduetor ftillittas entered the essploy of this rail­
way ae flagman Beaeaber gfi# W d * aaa promoted to e«aduator 
January S f 19Q9# and had a good ffee&rd* Ssgiasfc&a Barrio 
entered tha serviee an fireaaa Maroh 3 K 19dn« disesisaed 
Mareh ld> 190S* ra»ew loved ae flreaaa February afr 19Q»t pro* 
aotdd to eaglne&aa Jfoveshar dt l*c»t diettlagsd Septsdhor ®* 



-IS* 
1913, for rosFoasiblliftr in ooaaootioa with a bead-oad colli­
sion* and m o reinstated Beoomber 10f 1913* 

At th® too of tbo aooidont tbo ora** of traia 8nd 
$o« 7% bad baaa oa duty a Hoars aad g& e&sat©s$ tbo traia 
o?ow of traia Ho* 10 bad boon oa duty a hoara and 45 miaataa 
and tba ©ngiae o w 1 boar and BS tsinatoa* 


