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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CO!1 "MISSION . 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE INVESTI­
GATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE SPOKANE, 
POPTL/ND & SEATTLE F A I L W A Y NEAR SOUTH CHENEY,WASH.,ON 
hARCH 31, 1923. 

A p r i l 26, 1923. 

To t h e commissi on: 

On Karch 31, 1923, t h e r e mas a d e r a i l m e n t o f a p a s s ­
enge r t r a m on the Spokane, P o r t l a n d & S e a t t l e P a i l -ay near 
South Cheney, W a s h . , - h i c h r e s u l t e d i n t h e dea th o f one em­
p l o y e e , and the i n j u r y o f one p e r s o n c a r r i e d under c o n t r a c t 
and t ."v o emp 1 oye es . 

L o c a t i o n and Method o f O p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t h e t h i r d 
s u b d i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween Spokane and P a s c o , TIT a s h . , 
« . h i c h , m the v i c i n i t y of t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , i s a s i n g l e -
t r a c k l i n e ove r nh ich t r a m s a r e o p e r a t e d b y t i i e - t a b l e and 
t r a i n o r d e r s , nc b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem b e i n g m u s e . The 
a c c l i e n t o c c u r r e d at a ^ o m t n e a r l y 2 n^iles eas t o f Soutn 
Cheney, a p p r o a c h i n g t n i s p o i n t f rom t h e - e s t t h e t r a c k i s 
t a n g e n t f o r s e v e r a l m i l e s , f o l l o w e d b y a c u r v e o f 2° t o t h e 
l e f t ».hich i s 1,49 * f e e t m l e n g t h , the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t 
o e i n g i n about t h e c e n t e r of t n i s c u r v e . The g rade i s 0.-* 
p e r cent d e s c e n d i n g f o r a d i s t a n c e of more than 1 i i l e . 

The t r a c k i s l a i d , ' i th 90-pound r a i l s , 33 f e e t m 
l e n g t h , , a t h an a v e r a g e o f 20 t i e s t o t h e r a i l l e n g t n , t i e -
p l a t e d , d o u b l e - s p i k e d on c u r v e s , and b a l l a s t e d <i th about 
^ f e e t of g r a v e l . B e g i n n i n g i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f m i l e p o s t 
361, about 1 m i l e » e s t o f t he p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , and c o n ­
t i n u i n g f o r a d i s t a n c e of about <± m i l e s , t h e t r a c k ex tends 
t h r o u g h a cut r a n g i n g m dep th from 10 t o 50 f e e t , b e i n g 
about 2s f e e t m depth at t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . On account 
o f t h i s cut the r a n g e o f v i s i o n o f t h e f i r e m a n o f an e a s t ­
bound t r a i n i s r e s t r i c t e d t o 350 f e e t , <«hi le t he engineman, 
b e i n g on t h e o u t s i d e o f tne c i r v e , v.ould b e a b l e t o see 
l e s s t h a n h a l f t h a t d i s t a n c e . I t was d a y l i g h t and t h e 
«»eat her ..as c l e a r at the t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , -hi cn 
o c c u r r e d at 6 : 1 2 a ,m. 



D e e c r i p t 1 on. 

Eas tbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m N o . 3 c o n s i s t e d o f t .vo 
b a g g a g e c a r s , t^o c o a c h e s , one t o u r i s t s l e e p i n g c a r , t w o 
s t a n d a r d s l e e p i n g c a r s , and an o b s e r v a t i o n s l e e p i n g c a r , 
h a u l e d by e i g m e 106 , -7as m c h a r g e o f Conductor Dunn and 
Engineman K o o n t z . The f i r s t ca r .7as of -coden c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
t h e second and f o u r t h o f s t e e l , ^ h i l e t he o t h e r s » e r e o f 
s t e e l - j n d e r f r a m e c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h i s t r a m l e f t Laraont ,2-*.9 
m i l e s from South Cheney , at 5 .30 a . m . , e i g h t minutes l a t e , 
and -?as d e r a i l e d as a r e s u l t of s t r i k i n g a r o c k on t h e t r a c k 
at a p o i n t eas t of South Cheney, v . h i l e t r a v e l i n g at a s p e e d 
e s t i m a t e d t o have been 35 or 40 m i l e s an hou r . 

The e n g i n e and t e n d e r V e r e d e r a i l e d , t h e e n g i n e 
c o r i n g t o r e s t a g a i n s t t h e bank o f t h e cut on t h e o u t s i d e o f 
t h e c u r v e . The .jooden bagga-ge car *;as d e m o l i s h e d , u n i l e t h e 
s t e e l b a g g a g e ca r t e l e s c o p e d t h e head end o f t h e f o l l o w i n g 
coach a d i s t a n c e o f about 12 f e e t . Both o f t h e s e c a r s , 
t o g e t h e r -vith t h e f o u r t h car m t h e t r a m and t h e f o r w a r d 
t r u c k o f t h e f i f t h c a r , .-.ere d e r a i l e d . The employee k i l l e d 
was t h e engineman. 

Summary of E v i d e n c e , 

F i reman Whit t e n s a i d he tfas r i d i n g on h i s s ea t b o x 
l o o k i n g ahead, sa,« a r o c k on t h e t r a c k -«nich appea red t o be 
about 3 f e e t h i g h and 4 f e e t w i d e , and c a l l e d t o t h e e n g i n e -
man, ./ho a t once a p p l i e d t h e a i r b r a k e s i n emergency- He 
though t t h e rock i/as about f i v e p a s s e n g e r ca r l e n g t h s d i s t a n t 
.-hen he f i r s t sa.y i t , and e s t i m a t e d t h e s p e e d o f t h e t r a i n 
at t h e t i m e t o have been about 35 m i l e s an hou r . Conductor 
Dunn, Head Brakeman Guernsey , and Flaginan B a n c r o f t n o t i c e d 
n o t h i n g v - rong p r i o r t o t h e emergency a p p l i c a t i o n of the a i r 
b r a k e s , and t h e y s a i d the d e r a i l m e n t o c c u r r e d i m m e d i a t e l y 
a f t e r w a r d s . The conduc to r e s t i m a t e d t h e speed at 40 m i l e s 
an hour , and the two brakeman a t 35 m i l e s an hou r . 

D u r i n g p e r i o d s o f r a i n y wea the r a t r a c k t a l k e r i s 
employed f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f p a t r o l m g t h e 4 m i l e s o f t r a c k 
t h rough t h e cut -/here t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . T r a c k w a l k e r 
M a r t i n had been so employed s i n c e December 1 , 1923, b e i n g 
on duty from S p.m. u n t i l 7 . a . m . , and d u r i n g good weather 
he u s u a l l y makes t h r e e round t r i p s , b e g i n n i n g at t h e e a s t e r n 
end o f t h e c u t , -<hi le m s tormy weather a f o u r t h round t r i p 
i s made. A c c o r d i n g t o n i s s t a t e m e n t , on the morning o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t he began t h e r e t u r n p o r t i o n o f h i s l a s t round t r i p 
at about 5:15 a . m . , found no r o c k s on t h e t r a c k or a n y t h i n g 
t o i n d i c a t e s t ha t t h e r e .-as danger o f r o c k s f a l l i n g , and at 
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about 6 10 a . m . , .-hen about h a l f way b e t w e e n m i l e p o s t s 
363 and 364, ,?hicn .^ould be about 1-| m i l e s from t n e p o i n t 
o f a c c i d e n t , h e a r d a n o i s e , but d i d not kncv what i t w a s . 
He s a i d he r e a c h e d t h e and o f h i s bea t at about 6"25 a . m . , 
and a f b e r w a i t i n g u n t i l 7 a . m . , became uneasy on account 
o f t h e f a c t tha t t r a m N o . 2 had not i a s sed and s t a r t e d 
back t h r o u g h t h e c u t . On r e a c h i n g t h e p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t , 
he found scne s m a l l roclcs m t h e d i t c h and i n d i c a t i o n s o f 
where r o c k s had f a l l e n from t h e bank o f t h e c u t , but d i d 
no t s ee any l a r g e r o c k s on or near t h e t r a c k and thought 
t ha t i f t h e r e had been a l a r g e r o c k on t h e t r a c k , i t had 
been b roken i n t o sma l l p i e c e s -<hen s t r u c k by t h e e n g i n e . 
T r a c k w a l k e r M a r t i n f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t i t nad been about 
a month s i n c e any l a r g e r o c k s had f a l l e n , and t h a t at tha t 
t i m e he had had ta f l a g eas tbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m N o . <±. 

The l a s t t r a m th rough the cut was an eas tbound 
f r e i g h t t r a m . Engmeman P e t e r s o n o f t h i s t r a m s a i d he saw 
t h e t r a c k w a l k e r b e t w e e n m i l e p o s t s 363 and 364, t h i s b e i n g 
at about 1,35 a .m. Roadiras ter Schulsxrom s a i d no p r e v i o u s 
t r o u b l e had Deen e x p e r i e n c e d m t h i s v i c i n i t y , and t h a t he 
d i d not c o n s i d e r t h e p o i n t at rvhich the r o c k f e l l t o have 
been u n u s u a l l y d a n g e r o u s . He a l s o s a i d t h a t no new .<ork nad 
b e e n done r e c e n t l y m t h i s v i c i n i t y . I t f u r t h e r appea red 
t h a t t h e r e had been no r a m f o r s i x days p r i o r t o t h e day 
of t h e a c c i d e n t . C a r e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e s i d e o f the cut 
i n d i c a t e d tha t t h e rock f e l l from t h e r i g h t s i d e o f t h e 
t r a c k , and tha t i t s f a l l r.as due e n t i r e l y t o n a t u r a l c a u s e s , 
The u eat her f o r s e v e r a l days had b e e n .-arm d u r i n g d a y l i g h t 
h o u r s , and c o o l a t n i g h t , a l t h o u g h not b e l o . . f r e e z i n g , and 
i t i s p o s s i b l e t ha t t h e r e may have been f r o s t coming out o f 
t h e g round , r.hich would have caused the r o c k t o f a l l . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by a r o c k f a l l i n g on the 
t r ack . 

The e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e t r a c k w a l k e r em­
p l o y e d t o p a t r o l t h e cut i n r.niah t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d 
p a s s e d t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t w i t h i n l e s s tnan an hour b e f o r e 
i t s o c c u r r e n c e , at which t i m e he n o t e d n o t h i n g . . rong, and 
t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n f a i l e d t o d e v e l o p a n y t h i n g « h i c h c o u l d 
have caused t h e r o c K t o f a l l . 



The e n g i n e c rew m cha rge o f e n g i n e 106 rfere e x ­
p e r i e n c e d men. At t he t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t t h e y had been 
on duty n e a r l y 5 h o u r s , a f t e r n e a r l y l ^ A .hours o f f d u t y , 
. - h i l e t he members o f t h e t r a i n crew had been on duty about 
11-̂ r h o u r s , a f t e r n e a r l y 5S hours o f f d u t y . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P . BORLAND 

D i r e c t o r . 


