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Oot©*er 20, x n » » 

On ~epte«b«r al. 1919, thsrs was a head-sad collision between 

a freight train and a passenger and >iilk train an the otoay Creek 

iiailroad ne»r Selfry, whioh r&solted in the death of 1 

employes and injary of B pk^seagers and 1 employs*• aft&r in-

vcetlgstlon of this accident, the Chief of the Bureau of safety 

reports es follows* 

She otony Creek jiallre&d 1$ a a aba ldiarj? road of the i>hila* 

delphia & reading aygtoau Shin read sxteads froa lansdaXe, 

to fiorristowa, i a . , a distance of 11 ailea« and is a siogle-track 

line orsr shieh trains are operated ky tlae-t&bl» and train orders, 

no slock signal syaton being in ass* the accident oeaurroa aid way 

bstween Belfry and Accra, 4a« Apprc&ehlsg the point of eoeidsnt 

fron the aoath.the traok is straight for a distance of ^ore than a 

mile and **ppr o- oh lag from the north thers is a 2-decree oorws to the 

right followed hy a tangent 440 fset In length to too point of 

oollislon, in olear we&tftsr &a anoettrooted vlow of the traok 

at t til a *>o lat m$ bo ey engine awn ranging in either direction 

for & iistance of acre than a,000 rest* She grade &t ths point 

of accident la 1.3 per cent ascending for northhoaad trains* 

The weather was very foggy. 

On the aoraing of ths accident aerthbeand freight train 

extra 946, a ana 1*1 ting of 13 ears &.ad s e&boose, haaled by leoeme-

tire 946, left Horrlstown at £*4Q a«a», in ch&rge of voaduutor 

.Long and imagine nuixi ̂ ndrewe. Ski a train passed Belfry at aboat 

7,06 , the sngineman aod conoactor being ander the Impression 



Ha­

tha* the tlow-tasle sohedale which provided for an opposing passen­

ger train penning Belfry ot 7*10 a. .u,, wag not effective on Monday 

aorninge, and at about 7*09 <a. ;a., while extra 946 e&e running at a 

0 speed estimated at aseat d alios an hoar. It collided with aeath-

boand passenger traia Bo. ll£, a bo at 1 mile north of Belfry. 

oathboand pa^eenger and mile train Ho. 112 consisted of 

leeemoLive £50, 1 ooablnfct ionoar and 1 ooaoh and was in charge 

of.Conductor aoard and iingtaemsn keek* Shis train left lane-

dale at 6.57 a.a. , pasosd feet xolnt, the last telegraph off lee 

north of the point of aooldent, at 7*04 or 7*05 a.m.» and was 

running at a speed estimated ot about £6 miles an hour when it 

collided with extra 946. 

£S a result of the collision one pair of engine traok wheels 

of looomotive £50 were derailed* She foroe of the colli si on 

demolished the task at looomotive fan and derailed one pair of 

driving wheel a of that looomotive* ylrem&m J?et ahold of extra 

94* wao killed instantly. 

Unglasmsm Andrews of extra 946 statsd that en the evening 

prior te the aeoldent ho was asked by &a&lneman feasor to sub­

stitute for him on tke tony Greek ^llroad that evening sad 

ths next morning and ho agreed to so favor engineman leaser, 

taking the hotter op with the yerdwaster and securing permission* 

He stated that en the trip oa whioh the accident had occurred he 
w l e f t Jorrlstewn at &*20 a.m., and open getting out on to the road 

he found the weather very foggy and ailaty and he had considerable 

difficulty with tke engine slipping. At asylum out he had ran 

out of send end the head brakewtn ea cured a bucket of sand and 

the conductor and head br&keaaa got down on the front footboard 



of tha locomotive and sprinkled sand on tho rails. Upon approach­

ing jelfrey the oondaotor ashed hia nboot the oppoaing train that 

was doe there at 7*10 &*m.* aad he told the aoadoctor that there was 

no southbound train die there on Jtuoday mornings* hia impression be­

ing that on ^andays train So. 112 asec the Bethlehem Branch from 

lanadale to norrietown and returned by way of the -tony Urea* 

K&ilrOfcd. Engineman Andrews eta ted that the oondaotor then 

looked &t his tlae-tahls and was oenvlnaed tte> t no opposing «oath-

bo and train was doe at Belfry. go admitted that ho did not 

look at hij ev«a tiam table bat felt sore in hie own mind that he 

was right« Oa aoooant of the heavy fog he did not see t ra in so* 

lis on t i l it was too late to avoid the collision* although km made 

every possible effort to stop his train* engineman Andrews 

farther stated that he was promoted to engineman in ktreh* 1 9 1 9 , 

hot had never -oade a ran as enginesmn prior to his going on daty 

tko night he fore tho aooldent* Me also stated that prior to 

September £Qth his last trip over the ^teay £reek * 11 rood wae isade 

ah oat a ye^r before* bet that he was familiar with the physical 

oharaotoristlos of the road. 

aondootor Long, of extra He* stated that be fere leaving 

aerrlstown on the morning of the avoidant he looked ot his time* 

oard and disoovered that train So* ll£ was doe to leave lansdalo 

^t 6*66 a*m« and wo aid be daw at Belfry ot aboat T« 10 a*a« oa 

appreaohiag Belfry he told the engineman trj&t train #o. U g wae 

doe hot both the onglneififen and fireman told him that the train 

did not ran on ^andaya* he aaid he t-g©in looked at his time 

table but that he was down on tho footboard of the looomotive 

spreading sand end did net look at it as oa re folly as he ehoald. 



and allowed tho m&lmmn to eeavinoe him that he had sa&de a M i s ­

take about tr&ln go« 112 being doe* Jaat before train go* He 

oame Into sight the head hrekeaaa* who wee also en the front foot 

Board of tho locomotive spread lag send, asks a hi* w&at tiao the 

passenger train was dee &t belfry and on aoooant of tho no lee 

-aaAe by tho louoaotivo, he banded the tlae table to the head 

sr&kemn* She head braksma then asked kitt what time hie watah 

showed and bsfore hs ooald look* train go* ll& esjpe&red in sight 

being only aboat 3 ear leaf ths *<&&y when he first saw It* Be 

o^t&aated the apeei of ala train at the tiae of tho collision 

st d or 8 stll&s an hoar and stated that ths headlights of neither 

of the ieeenotlres were bamlng* Ooadaoter long farther stated 

that he was an ŝ aargenoy oondaetor and bad not raaas a trip over 

the t̂omy Oreek iteilroad for sovsr&l weaXa prior to the day of 

the aeeieeat* He also stated that he was onder the impression 

that lagiaa&an ^ndrewg was an expsrleased engiaea&o, or otherwiee 

he snail have acted aero oantioaely in sacking this ran* 

Bead B£akeaan alatsr of extra 946 stated that on aeoooat 

of the dean? condition of the rails on the oernlng of ths as sip 

dent* the looeaetlve slipped badly and en reaching asrtreaft 

ooald not go further beoases the a apply of sand was exheaeted* 

There was a pile of sand near the traok at this point and be 

BQcured a baeketfnl and filth the aendaotor rode on tbe frost 

^foot-board of the loaeaetive spreading sand en the r&ils* He 

stated that #3 lalnates beforo ta# tr«ta re&ehed Belfry he told 

the oottdaoter that train so, ll£ was das at th&t saint at aboat 

T,00 a.m., to whioh the ooa4actor replied that train HQ* HE 

ran the other way and was following thea. She ho*a braksnaa 



stated that hs disputed ths oon&aotor and told him that he had 

tetter look at hia tlme*-o&rd. Th» conductor did BO aad told 

alia that he was right aad that tho traia left ^aaadsle at 6.66 

a.:a.. wad *ottld he due to paao Belfry at 7.06 a.m* lie th ought 

tbe traia would atop at Belfry sad gave ao further thong at to the 

opposing traia . on account of being busy spreading sand oa 

tbe r&ila be did not notice v,h©n tho train passed Belfry aad on 

looking op s&v a locomotive ooming throagh the fag be lag only 5 

or 6 oar langtba away. He state a that he then either Jomped or 

fell to tha side of the traok. Be farther stated ttet bio traia 

was J net moving when tha collision ooourred* 

Brakeman sodsaalk of extra W46 stated that at tha time of ths 

accident he w&a riding on the rear end of tbe train> Hs was not 

acq as late 4 with ths iaaday achedale of the t̂ony Creek Railroad 

and ths eond actor at no time had aaid anything to bin a bo at 

tit in go* IIP.. He stated thrt the troln waa not moTing over 6 

or 6 callve an boor when tha collision ooourred* 

?laga&n aylward* of extra 946. stated that prior to ths 

aooident a looked at hie time-card aad di SOOTS rod that they weald" 

hare to toast train uo. 112 at soma point bat we en Sorr town and 

Xansdale. lie thought possibly the oondootor held s meet order 

for tiiia train «t i*eat ,H)int. but bad not seen tbo oondttotor*a 

orders. He stated further t&i t tha fog presented one seeing 

a die tan oa of mora than 150 feet* 

jtoginoman geek of train #o. l is stated thct oa the Morning 

of the aueldent hia trciin loft l&as&ale about mloatee late 

and passed m&t £oi^t between 1 and t ainntes late. lie did 

not stop at i i c o m or look &t hlo W L ton at thi t point• bat 



aoandad the whittle for the ro*d eroaalag aoath of Acorn* 08 

rs&ahiag the atirver north of ths point of accident he a hat off 

ste&m and ess drifting araand tho aurve »fc«E e&w a blank ab­

le at *het>d of ala through taa fog, aboat 1£m or iiOO feat away. 

She speed of his truin ut this tl'ae wee aboat s5 M i l e s e n hoar 

and ho lua&edituly applied the orekas in e~«rfeney. bat straok 

s*t«i 946 before he »sa -bio to bring his train to e stop* 

&nglaema êok farther stated that the* hm slighto of neither 

of the loQQiaotivoa were baxniag at the time of the accident* 

She statot£«nts of iirenan Oeerheltter of tivln flfo. 112 

agree with those of hit* engine . a n t 

Coadcotar aa&rd of tra in go. 1U statsd that the first 

intiaation he fc«*d of ths lmpsmin$ aooldest e&a &n emergency 

application of tm br&kws whioh wis fellowsi almost lT»edi&t*lj 

b y the ore ah of the collision. He »sti\iat«d the speed at the 

ti^e f-t &b or 30 mile* tm hoar* 

SralatfHn m&g &ai J9»ggage-r.aaster Atkinson of trvln no* l i t > 

both ate ted that thsy did net notloe any 6,pj>!iofction of the brakee 

prevlooa to the collision* 

fki£ accident was oaased by the a l l u r e of Gondii tor uong 

&nd ifctgimimn Andrews of extra 946 to aoQa&int tho^aalwea aitfc the 

tip* "tfeble aohodale, whioh roeulted la their tr*in oooopylng ths 

i^ita treok on tho time of an opposing aaperior train, 

laaamnoh SJ & dispute arose a a xo ^kat'aar or not the? Moald 

enoeantsr *n opposing tr.*in, tha fallaro of tho g r # w l n gtarge of 

estra 946 to a*k* aaro of the sohedals of the p a s s e r train is 

espeoiully insxcuat-ble • The atate^ata of t ^ onMneaiaii. con­

ductor ana he.,d fcw«,K«»an t>r« «ea*ttaat oonilictlnt t a to jnat 



want oenversetlen took pleas relative to traia So- H * prior to 

tho saddest, hot hoth tho oagiaoaaa oad conductor agree that at 

firot Conductor ions «ao under too iapreosiea that traia Bo. I l l 

wao das to pea a iBelfry at 7,10 a.su, ana afterwarda allowod tho 

englaeaan to oenTlnee him that thavtrain haft geae from Lenadais to 

forrlstowa oa aaothor branch sad would follow too extra back to 

Lanedale over the Stony Greek Railroad. She time-tattle for tho 

atomy Oredk aailroad lo aepeoielly siaqple, there helag only 4 traia 

schedule* shown, one traia la eaoh direction daily essentia* Sua* 

days aad sae traia la eaoh direction Sundays only* It so ORIS a l -

©est incredible that Condontor Loag should hare niersad tho tiao-

taolo i f ho looked at t at all.The caglaeaan who wao making 

his firot trip as an oaflaosmn adalttsd that ho did act even refer 

to his tiao*taalo whoa ho aad tho conductor disagreed oa whether 

or act they would aoet aa opposing traia* 

Conductor Long eatersd too service of tho Philadelphia a load* 

lag Hallway &a ferakeaaa la August, 19 lo, wao promoted to flagtsea in 

May, 1910, and to conductor in January, 1917. His reeord was good. 

Be was a spare aaa and had act soon orer the Stony Qreok Bsllread 

for soreral week** lagiaeonva An drawn catered tho sorrloo as fireman 

in Joly, 1911. aad was proaotsd to oagiaoaaa la Moron* 1919. Hit 

discipline reeord was good oat prior to going on duty oa September 

t o , 1919, ho had aoTor operated a traia aa oagiaoaaa* 

At the tlas of tho aoeldest the ore* of extra woo had been 

am duty 8 hours and SO alnateo aad the orew of traia so. 1LE about 

1 hoar* £rler to golag on duty al l of the employees involved 

had hod off-duty periods enffloloatly loag to comply with the 

Honre of Service Law. 


