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18 a8 IHViiZIGATION OF .n ‘&@ *Imr—é CE UI0 Ll N THY
“TOHY Cudsk s JiGAL Hiad BELFRYe Phey
ON CBFTEuBLL 21, 1919,

Cotoder 20, 1919.

. on Jeptesber 21, 1919, there wes & hesd-end collisiom hetweed
s frolght troin and & pussenger sud sllk treinm ea the otony Creek
dallroad nesr 8elfry, FYu., whioh resulted in the death of 1
erployes and injury of & puassengers and 1 exployes. sfter ine-
veatlzation of thias eneident, the Chief 0f thu purean of safety
raports as followa;

Phe Jtony Oresk Asllrosd 15 e zubuidiury road of the shilge
delphla & sHeading :ystems Thiu road extenda from lansdslae, Es.,
to Norristown, is., & distunce of 11 ailes, and 1s & siangle-track
line over which truiny exre operated By time-table and trein ordsre,
Bo blook signal aystem belng in uve. “Be sagident ocgourred midway
between Belfry &nd ac0orm, su. Apprasohing the polat of egasldent
from the sounth,ths treok ismtraight for a Alutanos of wore than a
mile and :(ppro ching from the north there is & Z-desrse ourvs to the
Tight followed by & tungent 440 feet In length to the point of
sdllialon. In olesrc wenther an unobatructed view of the traask
st this Joint may be hea by englnemen rurming in either direction
for v ilstence of more tham 2,000 feets The grude st the point
of saeldant 1a 1.2 per cent mecending for northbound trains.

The wsather wia very fougy.

. On the morning of the socident northbound freight trein
oxtra $48, oconasjuting of 13 osrs and g ftboose, mulsdl by looome-
tive 948, left Horriatowsn et 5,40 e.n,, in churge of Jonduator
long und cnginsmen andrewss This train peemsed Selfry at about

7+06 s.m., the snglnessn and conductor being under tha impression
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that tha tlme=teble 2ehedule whioch provided for &b Oppoeing pessen~
aer trein pesning 3elfry at 7.lu 8.4a., was not effective on cunday
morningsd, and st about 7.09 se.m., while extre 946 woe ranning st &
spead eatimgted at sbout 5 alles an howr, 1t cellided with south-
hound psesenger treim Fo. 1li2, sbout 1 aile north of Belfry.

monthboand pausenger and milk treian Ho. 112 comalasted of
logemolive 250, 1 gombinutionear mnd 1 cvococh anrd was in oharge
of .0opdpotor Cuard and fnginemen yeck, Thisx train leoft Ians~
énlns at 8,57 v.n., paesed Jeat Jvint, the lsat telegraph offige
north of the polnt of socldent, at 7.04 or 7.08 aem., 2nd was
running et a speed ~atisuted at adout 26 miles mn hour whem $t¢
0ollided with extra 946,

48 6 ra3ult of the collision one pair of engine truek wheels
of losomotive 250 wers derviled. The forve of the solltaiom
demolished the tank of locomotive 94¢ and dersiled one pair of
driving wheel:s of that locomotive. Firemsn Petshold of sxtra
948 wue killed inatantly,

Eng ineman ;ndrews of extrs 946 atated thut on ths evening
prior to the saolident he wes goked by inglnemsn Peuger 1o aube
stitate for him on the .tony Greek ;ssilresd that evening amd
the next moraing and he sgreed to so fuvor .ngineman Feswer,
tuking the aatter ap with the yardmsster and seouring permiassion.
Be stated tket on ths trip om whioh the acoidsnt had coourred he
left Horristown ut 65.30 n.m., and upon getting out on $o the rond
he fouand the weanther very foggy snd aluty and he led conaldersble
difrionlty with the engine slipping. At nsylum vut » hed raa
out of sund end thw head brokemen sscured & buoket of sand and

the condustor and hesd iLrskemep got down on the f{ront footboard



»

g~
of the locomotive and sprinkled sund on the ralle. Upom epprosch-
ing Belfrey the condaotor seked him nbout the opposing traia that
wos Adue there at 7.10 w.m., and he t0ld the condoctor that thers wes
. noe southbound train dres there on Junday mornings, his impresaion be~
ing that on Lundeays trein Mo, 112 msed the Bethlehem Brunch frewm
iensdsle %0 Norriatown and returned by way of the .tony Uresk
Reilroud. Roginesan indrews stuted that the cgondaoier thea
1oaked «t his time-ianhls and wue gonvinoed that no oppoaing msouth-
bound trein was due at Selfry. He sdmitted that ke did nod
look at his own time teble but felt sare ia his own mind that he
whae right. n sooomns of the heavy fog he 414 not ses treln Mo,
112 entil it wse tov late to avoid the oollislon, alithough be =mde
evary posaible effort to stop his truin. Snginemen isndrews
further ststed thot he wes promoted to engilneman im jerch, 191y,
but hed never mapde & xrun £8 sngineman prior 1o his golng en duty
the night hefore the gooident. Ue &laso stated thet pricr te
weptexdar 20%h his last trip over tle .tony Creekx .uilrond waa made
ebout g yerr bdefore, but thut he wee fumilisr with she physienl
ohare steristiecn of the rowd.

Jondnotar lLong, of extm 946, steted that before lenving
Horristown on the wmorning of the aceident ba 1looked ut his time~
osrd and disoovered that trein No. 112 waa dus to lesve lsnsdale

t 6.56 s.a. 8nd wonld bo doe at Balfry &t about T.10 s.me M
eyprotohing Ballry e told the enginesmsn tnat train ¥o. 112 wee
doe dut doth the enginemun and firemsn told him thut the train
414 mot rum on .updeys, He uald ho egein looked mt his tizme
table but that he was down on the foothoard of the losomotive
sprepding ssnd end 314 not look st it &a oarefnlly s bhs shourld,
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anl allowed the snginewusu to convinge him that he had made & mis-
take udout troin Fo. 112 being due. Just befare trainm go. 112
cane into sight the heed brukeman, who wis alego on the fromé foot-

. board of the logomotive apreadinz send, azked him what time the
passsager truid wes duoe &t jelfry and on acoount of the nolse
ade by the looomotive, he handed the time table to the head
brukexan. The head braukemsn then ssked him what tize his watahb
axowed end befors he could look, train Ho. 112 sppeured in aight,
boing only sbcut 3 gur lemgths ruay when he first asw 1t. He
sstimatod the #peed of Bism t1ain gt the time of the oeolliasivn
st @ or 8 ziles an honr and steted thwt the headlights of mesSther
of the logomotivea wers barming. Jomduotor Long further atated
thet he w2 a2 emrgency condnotor and had not made s trip over
the stony Jreek Rmilroad for severul weska rior to the day of
the acolident. lHe alac stated that he was under the impreasien
that nglassan aodrew: wes san experilenced enginemesn, or otherwiase
he woull have agted more ouatiously in asking thia ram.

Hend Brekeman .luter of extre 946 statod that on ssqound
of tha damp condition of the reils on the morning of the aeely
dent, the looemdtiva alipped badly snd ey recohing Hsrtreaft
conld mot go farther beonuse the supply of send was exhunsted,
There wazs & pile of msend near the traok &t this polnt gnd he
sepurad & bhusketful and s1th the conduotor rode om the fromt
.t:wtu-boara of the looocwmotive apresilng send on the rvils. He
stateod that 23 ninutes bsiore the truin resched Balfry he told
the ocondwotor that train Fo. 112 wus dne at thet point st aboud
Te00 zams, to whioh the condusctor replied that traia Ko. 112

ran the other wey and wes followin: theam. The hes&u brukeman
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stuted that he disputed tiw oonductor «nd told kim thet he had
better look st hig time-card. The condastor d41d 2o end told
him that he was right aud that the train left lansdule et 6.56
. Beoia, 8AA =0R1d De due to pess Belfry vt 7.06 s.m. oe thought
the trein would utop at pelfry snd grve no further thomght to the
oppoaing train. On ascount of being busy spreading esnd om
the raila he did not notioo whon the truin passed pelfry and on
leoking up sow & looomotive ooming throngh the feog beinmg only 8
or & oar lengtha away. e dtated thst he then either Jnmped or
fell to the side of the treok. He farther stated thut hie train
wos Just moving when the colllsion cogurred.

Brekeman Godshalk of extrs 9468 stated that st the time of the
ficcident bhe waa riding on the rear end of the trsin. He waa not
aoqiainted with the Jjunday sehednle of the .tony Jdreek leilrosd
end the eonduotor ot no time bed ssld enything to him a2bout
trzin ¥o, llZ. |He wtuted thrst the trein wes not moving ovar 6
or 8 miles on hour when the c¢olllalon ogourred.

Fiagmun Aylward, of extre 946, steted thet privr to the
ageident h: looked £t his time-gard and disoovered thut they wosld®
have %o meet train No. 1ll% at mome poknt between Horr town and
Iansdule. e thought Powalbly the conduator held p» meet order
for thia traln st nwest roint, dDut hed not asen the condugtor’s
orderg. He stated further thut the fog preveuntsd one seeing

.a dimtance of more than 150 feet.
dinginemsn Meok of truin Fo. 112 steted thot on the worning
6f the avcldent hRis trein left Lepsdsle sbout . alnutes lste
end pusged Jest Pol:t between 1 and & ~inutes late. He 414

not atop ut scorm or look #t his wutenh &t thet point, bat
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aosndsd the whlatle Cor the rosd crosaing ascuth of sgorms OB
resohisg the chrve north of the polnt of mooldend he shat off
steam und wee drifting arvond the curve wnier be suw a blesk ob-
. oot uhand of nim throash the feog, sbomt loo or 200 faet sway.

The spesd of hie trein wt this tlaue wes avont $5 uiles san hoar

881 he luamedlitely spplied the orekes in eugrgensy, bot atrack

extrs 948 before he wetiz ~ble to bripmg his train f0 & stop.

inginengn 4eck further stated that the bew (lightn of nelther

of the looomotives ware burming a«t the time of the mosldent.

The statewsnts of sFireman Oberheltsger of trvin No. 112
agree with those of his enpinemn.

oendoetor Juard of trsip Eo. 1l etated tmat the Tirst
fintiaetion w hed of the lmvending agelident wmaas £n emergensy
epplicstion of ths brekes whioh w.a followe! almosd irmedistely
by e axzan of ths 2slllslon. He satloateld the spesnd at tha
time #t 25 ow X0 miles nn honr.

Treinasn desg ool Baggsge-wnater Atkinson of %riin No.lll,
voth atatel that they 4l mot notics eny sppliovtion of the bmkes
sreavious to the oollision.

hiz sooldent wus canmed by the fullure of Condoator .ong
cad inglosnsn andrews of oxtre 9486 to Bogusint thewsolven sith the
tim =tuble sohedele, wilsh resulted in thelr trein ccoupying the
i41in treck on the tine of an opposing vaperlor train,

. lasgawoh s ¢ dispute prose es 1O whather or aot they woald
encounter un opposlny: tr-lo, the faillere of th“arow in oherge of
extre 946 to umke sure 0P the dolieduls of the pusvenser train is

especivily inexcus.ble. The statessnts of tie ergineaan, uon-

dugtor amd he.d bmekemun wrs uvdenhat conflicting (s to Jues
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what oonversstion tcok plsece relstive $o train Ne. 112 prior te
the accldent, Wt Woth the enginemen and sondustor agree that as
first Oonduetor Long was under the impression that traism No. 112
,. was due t0 pass Belfry at 7.10 a.m., snd afterwards allowsd the
engineman to oonvines him ths$ thevtraim had gons from lansdals 40
HEorristown on another bransk snd would follow ths exira dask to
lansdsls over thw 3tony Cresk Railroad. The tims-table for the
Steny Credk Railrosd is sapsoislly siumpls, there being enly 4 train
sohedules showsn, ens trainm B esach direction daily exsepting Sun-
days and one ¥rain in easch direction Sundays only. It seens al-
most ingredidie that Condontor Long should have misrsad the time-
tabkle 4if he looked et .t atall.The engineman whe war making
his firet trip as 2z enginommn admitted 2hat he 434 not aven refer
%0 his ¢imo~table whan hs snd $he copductor disagreed on whethar
or not they would meet su Oppesing train,

Condncler Long entered the ssrvice ¢of the Philadelphis & Resd-
ing Railway ae brekeman in Aungust, 1915, was promoted to flagmsan in
May, 1918, and t¢ oondmebor ir January, 1917, His resord wa» geood.
He was & spare man and hsd net beon over the Steny Oreek Bailresd
for several weeks. Enginesan Andrews sutered the ssrvice as fireman
fa duly, 1911, ad was promoted t0 engineman in Msrakh, 1919, His
dfoeipliine reaefd was good tut prior to geing on Mty on Sepisaber
£0, 1919, hs had naver opersted 2 train as snginsman.

. A% $hs %ime of the sooident the orew of extre 946 hsd baen
on duty @ hours snd 20 minutes and the orew #f trein Xo. 1l1E shout
1 honr, Prior to going om duby sll ef $he employeee involved
Bad had off-duty perioeds suffigiently long t¢ esouply with the

Hours of 3ervice Law.
D¥L



